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The Executive Board at its eighth session adopted a resolutionl , section 
three of Which was as follows: 

"The Executive Board, 

• • • • • • • • • 

3. INVITES the regional committees to consider the advisability of holding 
technical discussions on matters of regional interest;" 

The Chairman of the Technical Discussions, held during the seventh (1956) 
session of the Regional Committee, reported2 that the discussion group made, 
inter alia, the following recommendation: 

"In selecting topics for future Technical Discussions, consideration 
should be given to matters of regional interest which are particularly 
appropriate to the place of the Regional Committee Meeting." 

TOPIC FOR NINTH (1958) SESSIOY 

The discussion group during the seventh (1956) session of the Regional 
Committee made the following recommendation2: 

"For 1958, the topic of 'Methods and Approaches in the Improvement 
of Vital and Health Statistics Services in Rural Areas' is 
tentatively proposed subject to review in 1957." 

The Technical Discussion group may wish to consider this topic together 
with others, including the following which were suggested by the Secretariat 
last year: 

1. The Hospital as a Health Centre. 

2. The Role of Nurses, Midwives and Sanitary Inspectors in the 
Development of Environmental Sanitation in Rural Areas. 

3. Projects, demonstration programmes and mass campaigns - their 
early co-ordination and later integration into the national 
health service. 

4. The enlistment of the active participation of the population 
in the solution of family and community health problems. 

/Topic for tenth ••• 

lResolution EBB.R24, Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 2£, 7 
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TOPIC FOR TENTH (1959) SESSION 

. The Technical Discussion group may wish to consider, among others, the 
following topics suggested by the Secretariat: 

1. Development of Environmental Sanitation in Rural Areas 

The development of environmental sanitation in rural areas has made 
considerable progress in Taiwan. The Institute of Environmental Sanitation has 
developed a demonstration area in a typical rural area near Taipei, where housing, 
markets, animal pens, drainage, latrines and small water supplies have been 
developed on an experimental basis and provide the prototype installations for 
an island-wide programme. Our special interest in this connection is the work 
which the Institute has done on the improvement of sanitation in rural schools. 
This topic was to be discussed in Taipei. It will be possible for a number of 
interesting field trips to be arranged so as to see actually rural environmental 
sani tation such as has been improved and is in the process of improvement. The 
technical staff of the Institute of En't'ironmental Sanftation and WHO sanitary 
engineers stationed in Taiwan could assist in the technical discussions. 

2. Malaria Control and Eradication 

This topic is suggested because malaria is one of the major public
health and socio-economic problems in many countries in the Region and in view 
of the high priority given by the World Health Assembly to its eradication. It 
is believed that Taiwan will be a very su:ttable place for the discussion of this 
subject because of its advanced antima.laria campaign which, by 1959, is expected 
to achieve the eradication of the disease. The participants might visit the 
Malaria Institute and the insecticide factory in conjunction with the discussions, 
although these are situated at some distance away from the proposed venue of the 
Regional Committee Meeting. 

3. Projects, demonstration programmes and mass CampaignS - their 
early co-ordination and later integration into the national 
health service 

In various countries and territories, governments have launched 
specialized projects, programmes and mass campaigns in particular health fields 
or against certain disease conditions with assistance from WHO, UNICEF and other 
agencies. These usually start as pilot projects, demonstration programmes or 
mass campaigns against particular diseases with specially selected and seconded 
national staff, and assisted by international personnel, using specially provided 
equipment and supplies. When these pilot projects have proved their usefulness 
and applicability, demonstration programmes have served their purpose, and when 
mass campaigns have reduced the disease incidence to manageable proportions, 
the activities can be continued by the regular health units Which should have 
been strengthened and prepared for this service. 

In Taiwan there are such projects, programmes and campaigns, ~ome 
of which have been in operation for several years. It is believed that much 
could be learnt from the experience of the Government and that it would be of 
interest to know how such programmes were co-ordinated and what steps had been 
taken to integrate them into the overall health services. 


