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RENEWING THE STRATEGY FOR HEALTH FOR ALL 

(Report of the Sub-Committee of the Regional Committee 

on Programmes and Technical Cooperation, Part II) 

Following the introduction of the consultation document Renewing 

the health:for-all strategy to the Regional Committee at its forty-sixth 

session in 1995, the Sub-Committee was updated on the plans for the future 

development ofthe Strategy and agreed on the basis for the renewal. A brief 

summary of the main points raised is attached for the information of the 

Regional Committee. 
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l. INTRODUCTION 

The Sub-Committee reviewed a report by the secretariat on the work done since the forty

sixth session of the Regional Committee in 1995, at which the consultation document Renewing the 

health-for-all strategy had been presented. On that occasion, the Regional Committee had affirmed 

the document New horizons in health and the associated Yanuca Island Declaration as appropriate 

and noteworthy regional directions and approaches for the renewal of the health-for-all strategy. The 

Sub-Committee noted the plans for the future development of the strategy, and agreed on the basis 

for the renewal. 

2. BASIS FOR RENEWAL 

The following is a summary of the presentation to the Sub-Committee of the justification for 

renewing the health-for-all strategy: 

(I) According to the indicators set, most countries and areas in the Region have already 

achieved the basic health-for-all targets. Those countries or areas currently unable to report 

the fulfilment of those targets are likely to have improved their health status to the levels set 

by the year 2000. 

(2) The health system goals for the early part of the 21 st century will be quite different 

from those that were used to initiate the original health-for-all movement in the mid

seventies. 

(3) Social, political and economic conditions in the Region have changed substantially 

since the health-for-all targets were set. The new requirements for health systems in the 

future need to reflect those changes. 
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3. PROPOSAL FOR THE PROCESS OF RENEWING THE STRATEGY 

3.1 New guiding principles 

The Sub-Committee noted that the principles which will influence health development 

initiatives in the next two decades will be different from those previously directing health 

development. At a regional level, the new set of principles to guide health development into the 21 st 

century are reflected in the document New horizons in health. At a global level WHO is considering 
. ... 

DIne emergmg Issues: Economics; gender-related topics; demography; epidemiology; 

government action; globalization of technology; positive culture; globalization of travel; and 

environmental action, as factors influencing health in the next century. 

The Sub-Committee agreed that these perspectives should both be explored as the basis of 

the new guiding principles for the renewal of health-for-all strategies in the Region. 

3.2 Approval process 

It was proposed that the secretariat should prepare a document for the information of 

Member States outlining the process for approval of the first draft of the regional renewal of the 

health-for-all strategy. The document will include: 

(I) an overview of the current situation of the Region with regard to the nine emerging 

issues that will influence health development into the 21 st century; 

(2) an analysis of these emerging issues in relation to the themes outlined in New 

horizons in health, namely: preparation of life, protection of life, and quality of life in later 

years; 

(3) a review of the policies developed to address the primary health care principles of 

health for all up to the year 2000 from the Declaration of Alma-Ata to the present; 

(4) a projection of health systems response for the 21 st century; 

'Source: Report of the meeting with regional focal points on renewal of the health-for-a11 strategy, WHO Geneva, 
November 1995. 
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(5) a needs assessment for renewal of the health-for-all strategy, with a draft plan of 

action to address this, for review by the Regional Committee at its forty-eighth session in 

1997. 

3.3 Harmonizing evaluation and renewal 

The Sub-Committee noted that the work on the Third Evaluation of the Implementation of 

the Strategy for Health for All, to be undertaken in 1997, was an important part of the process of 

renewal. The work on both the evaluation and the overall renewal of the health-for-all strategy will 

be harmonized. This will be reflected in a consultation and documentation process that integrates 

both elements. 

3.4 Funding 

The Sub-Committee also noted that adequate funding for the transition activities would be 

necessary, and proposed that sufficient support should be provided to countries and areas for their 

involvement in activities relating to the renewal of the health-for-all strategy, as outlined above. 


