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Regional Director, representatives of the many countries of the Western Pacific Region of 

WHO. I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to make this presentation to you at this fifty-first session 

of the Regional Committee meeting. 

As Regional Secretary for Asia! Australasia, 1 represent the International Society of 

Radiographers and Radiological Technologists (ISRRT). This Society represents Member Societies 

from over 60 countries throughout the world -from the United States, the United Kingdom, France, 

Australia and Japan, to small countries such as Malta and Cameroon. These Societies represent over 

230 000 members. 

In my region we have 14 countries represented within ISRRT including the Philippines, 

Singapore, Korea, New Zealand, Fiji and Australia. 

Many small island nations present at this meeting whose radiographers and X-ray 

technologists play a very significant role in the delivery in health care to their people have no 

professional society but we are trying to establish a combined Pacific islands group. 

The aim of our Society is to improve the standards and delivery of radiation medicine 

throughout the world by: 

• promoting quality patient care; 

• advancing education and research; and 
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• acting as the international liaison organisation for medical radiation technology 

We organize international and regional conferences, teachers' seminars and educational 

workshops. We also publish documents related to the role and function of radiographers and 

radiological technologists, education standards, quality assurance and radiographic and radiation 

therapy practice 

The ISRRT is very active in the Asia/Australasia and the Western Pacific Region. The World 

Congress of the ISRRT was held in Tokyo in 1998. In February this year, Australia hosted the 

Asian/Australasian ISRRT Regional Conference in Sydney. Last month in Chiang Mai in Thailand 

we held an International Radiography Teachers Seminar for representatives from 12 countries 

The focus at this important meeting on noncommunicable diseases such as diabetes, heart 

disease, renal disease and especially cancer is linked to the need for high quality, reliable medical 

imaging to assist with the diagnosis and ongoing management and treatment of these diseases. This is 

identified by WHO in theme 3, as one of their key policy focus points, as is the establishment and 

improvernent of relations with key partners such as NGOs, in which ISRRT is keen to play an 

increasing role. 

Earlier this year, Dr Ostensen, coordinator of Diagnostic Imaging, WHO, Geneva, noted that 

diagnostic imaging is an absolute necessity in approximately 113 of all patients needing medical care, 

and that these services are often insufficient or even unavailable. 

There is a slow improvement in the distribution of improved technology such as ultrasound 

equipment and more modem X-ray equipment to the more remote Western Pacific areas, and an 

increase in the more advanced technologies ofC.T. scanning to the more highly populated centres. 

The additional training and quality control that this evolution demands is often not addressed 

at the same rate as the equipment issues. 

As noted also by Dr Ostensen, the ISRRT is presently working closely with WHO in the 

African Region, to develop a series of manuals to assist the technologists in that region -the first of 

these manuals on basic quality assurance testing will be available before the end of this year. Further 

manuals will quickly follow. 

The ISRRT has also initiated and held workshops in French speaking Africa on basic X-ray 

and Ultrasound techniques. In some cases over 100 technologists have travelled for two to three days 
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by bus to attend. The African WHO Region has contributed financially to these workshops which 

ISRRT has part sponsored. 

The situation in the island nations of the Western Pacific is very different, with few 

technologists spread over several countries and in some cases thousands of miles of ocean. 

We have attempted in the past to bring these technologists probably less than 20, in number 

together for a week of intensive training in a central location such as Australia, where facilities and 

acconunodation can be provided free of cost. The actual responses to this offer were disappointingly 

poor despite the offer of AusAID and the Government of South Australia to support this project. 

With the focus on nonconununicable diseases which continue to increase in their impact in 

the Region, I would like to reaffInn the offer of the ISRRT to coordinate such a programme and 

provide experts at our cost -we would like the support of the Regional OffIce with this initiative, and 

also would like to assist the Regional OffIce to survey the Western Pacific Island nations so that we 

can gain a clear understanding of the current situation of diagnostic imaging in this part of the Region 

with a view to their particular needs. 

I am sure with the assistance of WHO to promote the role that medical imaging must play in 

the diagnosis and management of such debilitating noncommunicable diseases, we can have an 

impact in this Region on these major problems in areas such as quality assurance and training of 

technologists. 

We can do this through improved basic technical training and education and in conjunction 

with the new cost-effective technologies such as teleradiology so that those responsible for diagnosing 

and treating the patients afflicted with these nonconununicable diseases can have access to as many 

resources as possible. 

Links through such technology are readily available in hospital networks used to supporting 

remote conununities such as in South Australia where the major teaching hospitals including the 

Women's and Children's Hospital are part of a major rural health network- easily extendable to the 

Pacific region by telephone or satellite links. 

This meeting has focussed on the increase of noncommunicable diseases in our Region and 

the WHO reports have identified initiatives to combat this increase -we now have an opportunity to 

work together and share our resources to meet this challenge. 

I thank the meeting for allowing me to make this presentation on behalf of ISRRT. 


