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Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates: 

Sasakawa Memorial Health Foundation (SMHF) was established 32 years ago as a leprosy control 

International Health Cooperation Foundation. One year later, we started our collaboration with the 

World Health Organization and according to Dr Halfdan Mahler, the then Director General of WHO, 

leprosy control once forgotten was revitalized by our small but continuous collaboration and in 1991 

WHO decided that by the Year 2000 leprosy will be eliminated as a public health problem. 

We naturally started our collaboration with WHO from this Region. Fortunately, the Regional 

Director was Dr Hiroshi Nakajima and the late Dr J.W. Lee was a responsible medical officer. As 

you may mow, Dr Lee started his public health career in leprosy control in Korea. Together with 

help from Dr Lee and Dr Noordeen of WHO Headquarters, we have started to use Multi-Drug 

Therapy with calendar pack. It was highly effective and prevalence rate was dramatically decreased. 

Then Nippon Foundation, our mother foundation and my foundation, decided that all necessary MDT 

drugs be given free to all countries of the world through WHO. 

The Western Pacific Region (WPRO) is the first region to achieve global target ofless than 

1 per 10,000 inhabitants. South East Asia region had most leprosy cases. For example, India alone 

had more than 10 million cases and in December last year, India made achievement of target now 

100,000 patients. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
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But leprosy is not only merely medical problems but grave social problem. Other diseases, like 

tuberculosis, once cured we no longer call them tuberculosis patients. But why we stigmatize once 

leprosy affected person and discriminate them from society. 

Dr l. W. Lee appointed Nippon Foundation's president Y okei Sasakawa as a Goodwill Ambassador 

for Leprosy Elimination and on extension of 2nd tenn Tenns of Reference, he added special clause to 

include fight against discrimination is a mandate of ambassadorship. 

I would like to ask each Member State of this Region to continue your interest of leprosy control both 

medical and social sides and to realize our common good of Leprosy Free World, which was a dream 

of our esteemed colleague Dr l.W. Lee and I finnly believe our esteemed Regional Director 

Dr Shigeru Omi will realize Dr Lee's dream 

Thank you for your attention. 




