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Mr Chairman, Director-General, Regional Director, Honourable Ministers, distinguished 
representatives 

My name is Robert Yeoh from Australia and I am speaking on behalf of Alzheimer's Disease 
International, ADI and its 76 member countries worldwide. 

The number of people with Alzheimer's disease and other dementias is rising every year, owing to our 
ageing societies.  Last year, the number was calculated at 36 million worldwide.  We expect the 
global number to double in the next 20 years and further increase up to 115 million in the year 2050.  
For people aged over 60 it is the main cause of years lived with disability.  People with Dementia are 
known to have increased rate of presentations at Accident and Emergency Departments and admission 
to acute care in hospitals and when they do they tend to stay much longer.  As a result, dementia may 
be one of the main reasons the health expenses in your country are increasing year by year. 

ADI launched a new World Alzheimer report last month on the benefits of early diagnosis and which 
interventions are effective.  We want to see the recommendations implemented in every country and 
every health system for the benefit of the people living with dementia and their families. 

Alzheimer's disease is now recognized as a noncommunicable disease at the UN NCD Summit held in 
New York last month.  ADI became a full partner in the NCD Alliance recently.  One of the main 
reasons of being a partner of NCD Alliance is that Alzheimer's disease and other dementias share 
many risk factors with the other NCDs, like physical inactivity, obesity, diabetes, hypertension and 
smoking.  Therefore, we ask you to involve dementia in your national NCD plans as well. 

We are pleased that dementia is now part of the World Health WHO Global Action Programme as a 
mental health priority.  Furthermore, WHO is working with ADI and experts from around the world to 
put together a specific dementia report that will be launched next year.  This will be an important 
guide for developing national policies. 

Dementia care issues will not go away.  This problem will further increase as life expectancy of the 
world's population continues to rise.  The longer we wait without acting, the more difficult it will be 
to meet the needs of people living with dementia, their careers and families.  We need your help as 
member countries of WHO to implement developed policies in your countries, where possible in 
collaboration with the national Alzheimer Association.  National dementia plans or strategies have 
been developed in a number of countries and these examples are available on our website. 
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I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Minister for Health of Malaysia for, jointly with ADI, 
hosting the ADI Asia Pacific Regional Conference in Kuala Lumpur last year.  My appreciations also 
go to the Director General and the Regional Director for their interests and Dr Wang, for participating 
at the Conference. 

The 14th ADI Conference will be held in Bangkok next month from 8th to 11th.  The 15th ADI 
Regional Conference will be held from 26th to 28th October 2012 in Beijing.  May I urge and 
encourage you or delegates to please attend and participate.  Please go to ADI website for further 
information. 

Like I said before, dementia care issue will not go away.  Action should be taken now.  There is no 
time to lose. 

Thank you very much for listening. 

 


