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Honourable Ministers, representatives of WHO, UNICEF, donor countries, civil society, your 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.  I am honoured to be joining you as a representative of GAVI to 
make this short statement. 

We would like to begin by extending our immense gratitude to the GAVI donors, partners and 
countries represented here today for their invaluable contribution to our mission to reduce child 
mortality and improve people’s health.  With the support of our donors and partners, and in particular, 
with WHO’s technical contribution, the Alliance is able to serve a crucial role in the immunization 
programmes in the Western Pacific Region. 

Looking to key accomplishments in the Region, we are delighted to commend the Region on 
their achievement in being on the verge of eliminating measles and the decreasing incidence of 
measles cases.  We also commend the Member States for demonstrating strong commitment towards 
hepatitis B prevention, which has led to the Region’s tremendous success in hepatitis B control.  We 
encourage you to maintain and build on the momentum of these successes, especially when this may 
extend to strengthening routine immunisation programmes. 

Since 2000, GAVI has approved over US$ 188 million to the region, and US$ 172 million of 
this has already been disbursed to countries by way of supplying vaccines and providing cash-based 
support for health systems strengthening.  With this support, we have seen this region make 
impressive progress with many countries introducing pentavalent, measles second dose and 
pneumococcal vaccines. 

Lastly, we’d like to highlight the importance of sustainable financing for immunisation 
programmes.  In coming years, some lower middle-income countries in this region will be slowly 
transitioning, or graduating from GAVI support, and we acknowledge the challenges this brings.  As 
needed, GAVI Alliance is ready to play a part in the financial planning process, to effectively support 
countries through the transition.  At the same time, we would like to highly commend the Ministers 
for the leadership and political will already shown in setting strategies to mobilise and allocate 
adequate funding for their immunisation programmes. 

The alignment of these efforts with the Global Vaccine Action Plan, resulting from the 
Decade of Vaccines collaboration, also provides a vision and strategic framework to advance our 
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common mission.  The World Health Assembly decided earlier this year that each regional committee 
should have a standing item on the implementation of the Global Vaccine Action Plan, and GAVI will 
be pleased to contribute to a discussion next year on the progress that countries have made in 
implementing the Plan. 

We believe that our efforts will continue to improve the immunisation programmes in 
countries, thereby extending the power of partnerships and the power of vaccines to those who need 
them most, helping to save the lives of many more children.  To the patrons and partners of the GAVI 
Alliance here and around the world, we thank you. 


