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Good morning honourable Regional Director and Ministers, 

Thank you, Dr Shin for the opportunity to address this prestigious body and for his leadership 
and commitment to eliminate the burden of chronic viral hepatitis and liver cancer in the Region. 

My name is Dr Sam So. I am a professor of surgery and director of the Asian Liver Center at 
Stanford University and an advisor to the WPRO office on viral hepatitis. I also serve as executive 
secretary of the Asia Pacific Alliance to Eliminate Viral Hepatitis that was established in 
collaboration with WHO and US CDC with the support ofZeShan Foundation in Hong Kong. 

In assisting countries to address the gaps in prevention, education, training and national 
policies to improve the capacity of the health systems, our goal is to eliminate the transmission of 
viral hepatitis and reduce the costly and deadly complications of chronic viral hepatitis including liver 
cirrhosis and liver cancer. 

In 2010, the World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA63.18 in recognition of viral 
hepatitis as a global public health problem. Because although less well known than HIV, hepatitis B 
and C takes the lives of almost 1.3 million people each year and are the major causes of liver cancer 
wordwide. 

In WPRO, we have the greatest burden viral hepatitis. More people die each year in WPRO 
from hepatitis Band C than HIV, TB and malaria combined. Data from the 2010 global burden of 
disease showed that WPRO accounts for 53% of the worldwide deaths from liver disease and liver 
cancer caused by hepatitis Band 39% of the deaths from hepatitis C. To help address this serious 
problem, WPRO will become the first WHO region to have a full time hepatitis medical officer thanks 
to a generous gift from ZeShan Foundation. 

Although a serious health problem, most hepatitis B and C deaths could be averted through 
primary and secondary prevention. Elimination of hepatitis B is feasible because we have a safe and 
effective vaccine, and screening for chronic hepatitis Band treatment that is as simple a.s a pill a day 
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would prevent disease progression that leads to cirrhosis and cancer. Although there is no hepatitis C 
vaccine, transmission of hepatitis C can be prevented with safe injection practices and new oral drugs 
means most patients with chronic hepatitis C could be cured after a 24-week treatment. 

I would like to congratulate all the member states for the remarkable achievements in 
newborn hepatitis B vaccination that has led fo a marked reduction in the prevalence of chronic 
hepatitis B in childreh. This is an important initial step towards eliminating the transmission of 
hepatitis B. To reduce strategy for prevention and control by incorporating the 4 strategic axis put 
forth by the WHO framework for global action . They are: 1) raising awareness, promoting 
partnerships, and mobilizing resources; 2) evidence-based policy and data for action; 3) prevention of 
transmission; and 4) screening, care and treatment. I also hope the seriousness of viral hepatitis in the 
region will merit further discussion as an agenda item next year at the 20l4 WPRO regional 
committee meeting. Thank you for your attention, and please do not hesitate to contact me if I could 
be of assistance. 




