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Report by the Director-General

1 . At its eighteenth session, the World Health Assembly had noted with great
concern the increasing abuse of drugs of the sedative and stimulant type and
requested the Director-General to study the advisability and feasibility of
international control measures for such psychotropic drugs. In July 1965,

2the Expert Committee on Dependenee-Producing Drugs recommended a number of 
measures, including surveillance of production and consumption of the substances 
in question.

2 . These recommendations were communicated to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
of the Economic and Social Council, which Commission had been following for many 
years the abuse of these drugs because they present similar problems as the drugs 
covered by the international narcotics control conventions. On the advice of 
WHO the Commission had adopted several resolutions inviting governments to take 
appropriate national measures to prevent or reduce the abuse of CNS (central 
nervous system) stimulants and depressants.

3 - Following the aforementioned steps taken by WHO, the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs established a Special Committee on Questions Relating to the Control of 
Substances not under International Control at which WHO was represented. The

3Committee met in August 1966 and its report was adopted by the Narcotics 
Commission at its twenty-first session. The .Commission tool!; the following 
decisions:

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 2 2, resolution 
WEM8.47.

2 Fourteenth. Report, Expert Committee on Dependence-Producing Drugs, 
section Jj published as Wld Hlth Org. techn. Rep. Ser., 1965, 3 1 2»

3 Questions relating to the control of psychotropic substances not under 
international control (document e/4 2 9 4)



(i) It stated that international agreement on the, .control of these 
substances was essential.

(ii) It requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations to invite 
the Director-General of WHO to examine whether WHO would be willing to 
determine the risks of abuse and, accordingly, the need for control, of 
certain psychotropic substances.

(iii) It decided that the Secretary-General, in consultation with WHO and 
the Permanent Central Narcotics Board, should undertake as a matter of urgency 
a detailed study of the legal, administrative and other questions involved in 
initiating international action, giving priority to the problem to LSD and 
similar substances. In this context attention would be given in parti ciliar 
to the alternative of amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, 
or making a new international convention. ,

(iv) It recommended to ECOSOC the adoption of a resolution (see Annex) by 
which governments would be requested to take immediate action to control 
strictly the production of and trade in LSD and similar substances and to 
restrict their use to research and medical purposes, under very close medical 
supervision.

(v) It hoped that WHO would give serious consideration to the action it 
might wish to take in the near future, including possible action by the World 
Health Assembly on the question of LSD.

4 . The substance of paragraphs (l) to (3 ) was reported to the Executive Board 
at its thirty-ninth session. In resolution EB3 9 -B31 the Board requested the 
Director-General to bring the matter, together with any further developments, 
to the attention of the Twentieth World Health Assembly.

5 - Whereas the statement in item (i) under paragraph (3 ) above evidences an identical
attitude of both the WHO and United Nations in regard to the need for internationally
co-ordinated control measures of certain dependence-producing drugs not under 
international narcotics control, certain preparatory steps have been taken to bring 
about such generally agreed control measures. In response to items:
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(ii) The Director-General answered, in the affirmative, a note verbale from 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations enquiring whether WHO would be 
willing to undertake the task of evaluating the risk to public health 
presented by the abuse of psychotropic drugs. This task would not differ 
in essence from the functions assigned to the Organization in several inter
national narcotics control treaties.

(iii) Consultation has commenced between the United Nations, the Permanent 
Central Narcotics Board and WHO on ways and means of establishing international 
control measures for the substances in question. When the United Nations 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs eventually decides on the format and content of 
such control instruments, special attention will have to be given to the need 
for reducing to the unavoidable minimum any delays in effecting international 
control. At present such delays exist in bringing narcotic drugs under 
international control by application of the recently adopted Single Convention 
on Narcotic Drugs, I96I. This convention reserves the right of decision to 
the Commission after WHO has recommended a certain course of action.

(iv) The resolution on LSD and similar substances (see Annex) recommended by- 
the Narcotics Commission for adoption by ECOSOC will be considered by the latter 
at its forty-second session (8 May - 2 June 1967).

(v) The Assembly may wish to adopt a resolution similar to that mentioned 
in (iv) above, with the aim of restricting the availability of LSD and 
congeners to scientific and medical purposes.
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ANNEX

RESOLUTION ON LSD AND SIMILAR SUBSTANCES 
(adopted by the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

at its twenty-first session)

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs

Recommends the adoption of the following resolution by the Economic 
and Social Council:

The ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,

Noting with deep concern the increasing abuse of LSD (LSD-25, 
lysergic acid diethylamide, lysergide),

Recognizing the grave danger of this abuse to health and safety in 
respect to both the individual and to society,

Requests governments to take immediate action to control strictly the 
import, export and production of LSD and substances producing similar 
ill-effects either immediately or readily by conversion, and to place the 
distribution of these substances under the supervision of competent authorities,

Recommends that the use of these substances be restricted to scientific 
research and medical purposes and that their administration te only under 
very close and continuous medical supervision,

Condemns all other usage of such substances, and urges governments to 
take all steps to prevent it.


