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SELECTION OF THE COUNTRY OR REGION 
IN WHICH THE TWENTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

WILL BE HELD (ARTICLE 14)

The Director-General has the honour to transmit to the World Health Assembly 
a communication which he has received from the Government of Brazil containing an 
invitation for the holding of the Twenty-first World Health Assembly in Brazil.

The principles established by the Executive Board and the Health Assembly for
the acceptance of invitations to hold the Assembly outside of headquarters are

1 1  2 contained in resolutions EB6.R32, WHA5.48 and EB31.R40. In view of the date
of the attached communication, it will be clear that the Director-General has not
yet had an opportunity to study and report on the necessary detailed arrangements
under which an Assembly could be held in Brazil.
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DELEGATION OF BRAZIL

Geneva, 22 May 1967

Sir, ■'

I have the honour on behalf of the Government of Brazil to extend an invitation 
to the World Health Organization to hold the Twenty-first World Health Assembly in 
Brazil. This invitation is intended also to include the session of the Executive 
Board which normally follows the World Health Assembly.

My Government is well aware of the provisions of the relevant resolutions which 
have been adopted by previous World Health Assemblies and by the Executive Board 
with regard to the host government agreeing to provide for all the necessary extra 
costs involved in holding the Assembly and a session of the Executive Board away 
from headquarters. We are prepared to comply with this requirement. We are also 
aware of the necessity of providing facilities and arrangements as determined 
necessary for the Organization to ensure the efficiency of the Health Assembly and 
the Executive Board session.

Whilst we realize that this invitation is being presented on relatively short 
notice, we wish to inform the Assembly and you, yourself, that this invitation is 
motivated by the fact that Brazil was one of the two original proposers of the 
creation of the World Health Organization at the San Francisco conference of 194-5 
which drafted the United Nations Charter. As will be recalled by many governments, 
as well as delegates, it was thanks to the initiative of Dr de Paula Sousa, one of 
the outstanding public health leaders of our country, that Brazil was so instrumental 
in the early development of this Organization.

For these reasons, we consider the occasion of the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly, which will mark the Twentieth Anniversary of the World Health Organization, 
an especially appropriate occasion for the Government of Brazil to invite the World 
Health Assembly to meet in our country.

Dr M. G. Candau
Director-General
World Health Organization
20 avenue Appia
Geneva
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The Government of Brazil is prepared to take all necessary steps to ensure that 
the delegates attending the Assembly and the members coming to the Executive Board 
in 1968 will have an opportunity to participate in most successful sessions and, at 
the same time, have an opportunity to enhance their general knowledge of public 
health problems by visiting another part of the world.

The Government of Brazil will welcome an early visit by representatives of the 
Director-General to examine the necessary facilities which we are prepared to make 
available for these purposes. We hope that this invitation will meet with accep
tance by the Twentieth World Health Assembly.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

M* J. Ferreira

Chief Delegate of Brazil


