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IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION WHAI9 .3I1

1
Under the operative provisions of resolution WHAI9 .3I, adopted by the Nineteenth 

World Health Assembly at its thirteenth plenary meeting on 18 May 1966, the World 
Health Assembly took the following decisions:

1. SUSPENDS the right of Portugal to participate in the Regional Committee for 
Africa and in regional activities until the government of that country has 
furnished proof of its willingness to conform to the injunctions of the United 
Nations ;

2. SUSPENDS, pursuant to Article 7 of the Constitution, technical assistance 
to Portugal in application of point 9 of the operative part of resolution 2107 
(XX) of the General Assembly; and

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Twentieth World Health 
Assembly on the measures which have been taken in application of the decisions 
of this resolution.

The Director-General consequently has the honour to communicate to the Twentieth 

World Health Assembly the following report on the measures which have been taken in 

application of the decisions of this resolution.

While the first operative paragraph of the resolution is virtually self- 

explanatory, the implications of the second operative paragraph have appeared to 

require to be determined in the light of the circumstances which led to the adoption 

of the resolution. In this respect it was noted that Article 7 of the Constitution, 
which serves as the authority for the measures to be applied, speaks of the suspension 

of the "services to which a member is entitled" , whereas the text of the resolution 

itself as well as that of resolution 2107 (XX) of the General Assembly of the United
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Nations is expressed in a somewhat more restrictive language. Under these 

circumstances it has seemed appropriate to give to the expression "technical 

assistance" in resolution WHA19.31 the meaning usually ascribed to that term within 

the context of its application by the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies, 

that is to say the strengthening of national economies by means of direct aid and 

advice or the facilitation of new capital investment. On this basis, therefore, 

the practical implications of resolution WHA19.31 have been deemed to be the following:

1. Portugal is no longer invited to any meeting of the African Regional 

Committee,..
»

2. Neither Portuguese representatives nor Portuguese participants are invited 

to any other meeting sponsored by WHO in the African Region.

3 . No further awards of fellowships, including those for seminars and 

research training grants have been made to Portuguese nationals but fellowships 

awarded prior to l8 May 1966 continue until their normal expiry dates.

4. All projects being carried out and all advisory assistance being rendered - 

including visits of experts or consultants to Portugal or to its overseas 

territories have been discontinued.

The Director-General considers that these arrangements are to be subject to the 

exercise of discretion in the event of any emergency where, in his opinion, there is 

a serious danger to public health or where it may be necessary to organize health 

relief to the victims of a calamity.


