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During its eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth meetings, held on 22 and 23 May 

1967, the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters decided to 

recommend to the Twentieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolutions :

1. Proposed amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution (Proposals by 
Brazil, Cameroon, Dahomey, Guinea, India, Iran, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Mali, 
Togo and the United Republic of Tanzania)̂-

"The Twentieth World Health Assembly,

Considering the proposal rr.ade by the Government of Brazil for the 

amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution; and

Noting that the provision of Article 73 of the Constitution, which 

requires that the texts of proposed amendments to the Constitution shall be 

communicated to Members at least six months before consideration by the 

Health Assembly, has been duly complied with,

1. ADOPTS the amendments to the Constitution set forth in the Annexes to 

this resolution, and which shall form an integral part of this resolution, 

the texts in the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages 

being equally authentic ;

^ In accordance with Articles 60 and 73 of the Constitution and with Rule 70 

of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the decision on this question 
shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the Member" present and voting.
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2. DECIDES that two copies of this resolution shall be authenticated by the 

signatures of the President of the Twentieth World Health Assembly, and the 

Director-General of the World Health Organization, of which one copy shall be 

transmitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, depositary of the 

Constitution, and one copy retained in the archives of the World Health 

Organization;

II

Considering that the aforesaid amendments to the Constitution shall come 

into force for all Members when accepted by two-thirds of the Members in 

accordance with their respective constitutional processes, as provided for in 

Article 73 of the Constitution,

DECIDES that the notification of such acceptance shall be effected by the 

deposit of a formal instrument with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

as required for acceptance of the Constitution by Article 79(b) of the 

Constitution."
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ANNEX A

CHINESE TEXT
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ENGLISH TEXT

Article 24 - Delete and replace by

Article 24

"The Board shall consist of thirty persons designated by as many Members. The 

Health Assembly, taking into account an equitable geographical distribution, shall 

elect the Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board. Each of 
these Members should appoint to the Board a person technically qualified in the field 
of health, who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers."

Article 25 - Delete and replace by

Article 25

"These Members shall be elected for three years and may be re-elected, provided 
that of the fourteen Members elected at the first session of the Health Assembly held 
after the coming into force of the amendment to this Constitution increasing the 
membership оГ the Board from twenty-four to thirty the terms of two Members shall be 
for one year and the terms of two Members shall be for two years, as determined by 
lot."



A20/29
page 7/8

FRENCH TEXT

Article 24 - Supprimer et remplacer par 

Article 24

"Le Conseil est composé de trente personnes, désignées par autant d'Etats 
Membres. L ’Assemblée de la Santé choisit, compte tenu d'une répartition géographique 

équita.ble, les Etats appelés à désigner un délégué au Conseil. Chacun de ces Etats 
enverra au Conseil une personnalité, techniquement qualifiée dans le domaine de la 

santé, qui pourra être accompagnée de suppléants et de conseillers."

Article 25 - Supprimer et remplacer par 

Article 25

"Ces Membres sont élus pour trois ans et sont rééligibles; cependant, parmi 
les quatorze Membres élus lors de la première session de 1 ’Assemblée de la Santé 
qui suivra l'entrée en vigueur de l'amendement à la présente Constitution portant 

le nombre des membres du Conseil de vingt-quatre à trente, le mandat de deux de ces 
Membres sera d'un an et le mandat de deux autres Membres sera de deux ans, la sélec
tion s'opérant par tirage au sort,"
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RUSSIAN t e x t :

Статья 2b - Аннулировать и заменить 

Статья 2b

"Комитет состоит из тридцати лиц по назначению такого же числа членов Организации. 
Принимая во внимание справедливое географическое распределение, Ассамблея здравоохра

нения избирает тех членов, которым предоставляется право назначать своих представителей 

в Комитет. Каждый из этих членов должен назначать в Комитет лицо, технически квалифи
цированное в области здравоохранения, которое могут сопровождать заместители и совет

ники . "

Статья 25 - Аннулировать и заменить 

Статья 25

"Эти страны-члены избираются сроком на три года и могут быть переизбраны, причем 
имеется в виду, что из числа четырнадцати стран-членов, избранных на ближайшей сессии 

Ассамблеи здравоохранения после вступления в силу поправки к настоящему Уставу, увели
чивающей членский состав Исполкома с двадцати четырех до тридцати, две страны-члена со
храняют свои полномочия в продолжение одного года и две - в продолжение двух лет, по 

жребию."
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SPANISH TEXT

Artículo 24 - Sustituyase per 

Artículo 24

"El Consejo estará integrado por treinta personas, designadas por igual número 

de Miembros. La Asamblea de la Salud, teniendo en cuenta una distribución geográfica 
equitativa, elegirá los Miembros que tengan derecho a designar a una persona para 
integrar el Consejo. Cada uno de los Miembros debe nombrar para el Consejo a una 
persona técnicamente capacitada en el campo de la salubridad, que podrá ser acompa
ñada por suplentes y asesores.”

Artículo 25 - Sustituyase por 

Artículo 25

"Los Miembros serán elegidos por un periodo de tres años y podrán ser reelegi
dos, con la salvedad de que entre los catorce elegidos en la primera reunión de la 

Asamblea de la Salud celebrada después de entrar en vigor la presente reforma de la 
Constitución, que aumenta de veinticuatro a treinta el número de miembros del Con

sejo, el periodo será de un año para dos de ellos y de dos años para otros dos, según 
lo que resulte del sorteo practicado al efecto.”
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Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion: Progress Report on World Health Foundations 

"The Twentieth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on developments 

relating to World Health Foundations;1

2 3
Recalling resolutions 0B35-R19 and EB39>R3^ in which the Executive Board 

inter alia welcomed "the developments in respect of the establishment of national 

World Health Foundations, the purpose of which is to foster the fundamental 

objectives of the World Health Organization" and of "the Federation of World 

Health Foundations" and requested "the Director-General to take such further 

action as would encourage the establishment and functioning of national World 

Health Foundations in various countries"; and

2
Recalling resolution WHA18.31» in which the Eighteenth World Health

Assembly appreciated "the actions taken with a view to the establishment of

World Health Foundations in several Member countries" and encouraged "the efforts

which are being pursued and which will be undertaken towards this end", and
4

resolution WHA19.20, in which the Nineteenth World Health Assembly expressed 

"its hope that interest in and support of World Health Foundations will continue 

to develop",

1. WELCOMES the establishment of the additional foundations and of the 

Federation of World Health Foundations as an important development;

2. NOTES that for a service fee of eleven per cent, of the annual budget 

estimates of the Federation, the Organization will act as Fiscal Agent and 

provide conference and other services; and

3 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to provide additional services as requested 

by the World Health Foundations and the Federation on a reimbursable basis."

Document A20/AFL/l4.

2
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 330. ~

5 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org.. 157. 20.

4
Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Огк. , 151. 9-10..
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3 . Implementation of resolution WHA19.31

"The Twentieth World Health Assembly,

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General on the implementation of 

resolution WHA19.31 ; 1 and

2. DECIDES to refer the matter to the Regional Committees concerned for 

further consideration."

4. Selection of the country or region in which the Twenty-first World Health 
Assembly will be held (Article 14)

"The Twentieth World Health Assembly

Noting with appreciation the invitation of the Government of Brazil to 

hold the Twenty-first World Health Assembly, and the session of the Executive 

Board which follows, in Brazil;

Noting that the Government of Brazil has offered to make available to 

WHO all the necessary facilities for the holding of these sessions and has 

offered to bear all costs of these meetings in excess of those which would be 

incurred if they were held in Geneva;

2
Recalling that the Nineteenth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHAI9 .9  

noted "with appreciation the invitation by the Government of the United States 

of America for the holding of the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in Boston, 

Massachusetts, in 1969" and decided to accept "this invitation, subject to the 

conclusion of an appropriate agreement with the Government of the United States 

of America in accordance with the terms of resolution EB31.R40 and to the 

conclusion of the necessary practical arrangements; and further subject to 

confirmation, pursuant to the provisions of Articles 14 and 15 of the WHO 

Constitution, by the Twenty-first World Health Assembly and by the Executive 

Board with respect to the country, place and date of the session;"

^ Document A2o/AFL/6.

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Qrg., 151, pp. 4 & 5 .
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Having regard to the provisions of resolutions EB6.R32, WHA5.48, paragraph
1 2 

(3), and EET51.R40, paragraph 2, concerning the periodicity of Assemblies away

from the Headquarters and the need for timely consideration by the Assembly, in

the light of a full report by the Director-General on the conditions offered, of

invitations to meet away from the Headquarters.

. Considering, however,- that the Twenty-first World Health Assembly represents 

an exceptional occasion in the life of the Organization, since it will mark the 

Twentieth Anniversary,

1. ACCEPTS with appreciation the generous offer of the Government of Brazil, 

subject to confirmation by the Executive Board that all the necessary conditions 

can be realized for holding the Twenty-first World Health Assembly and the 

succeeding session of the Executive Board in Brazil.

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to examine as soon as possible with the 

Government of Brazil the necessary arrangements for the holding of an Assembly 

in that country and to report thereon to the Executive Board."

Twentieth anniversary of the World Health Organization

"The Twentieth World Health Assembly,

Having considered resolution EB39.R43^ of the Executive Board and the 
4

report of the Director-General on the plans for the celebration of the 

twentieth anniversary of the World Health Organization; and

Considering that the twentieth anniversary year of the Organization should 

be celebrated and that on this occasion the objectives and the work of the 

World Health Organization should become better known to the public in general 

and to health workers and medical students in particular;

Considering further that the Twentieth World Health Assembly has accepted 

the invitation of the Government of Brazil to hold the twenty-first session 

of the Health Assembly in Brazil;

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 208.

2
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 209.

^ Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 157, 24.

^ Document A2 o/a f l /21.
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1. APPROVES in general the plan for the celebration as outlined in the 

Director-General's report:

2. INVITES the Director-General to submit to the Executive Board any additions 

or revisions to the proposals contained in his report which seem appropriate

as a result of the decision to hold the Twenty-first World Health Assembly in 

Brazil;

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to take into account the suggestions made 

during the discussions of the subject at the Health Assembly;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General to take all the necessary measures to 

implement the plan;

5- INVITES Members to stimulate national celebrations of the Twentieth 

Anniversary of the Organization during 1968;

6 . EXPRESSES the desire that the United Nations and the other specialized
2

agencies will observe the Organization's twentieth anniversary; and

7. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the Members 

together with the report^ which he has submitted to the World Health Assembly."

Document A2o/a f l /21.

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 157, 24.


