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The Director-General has the honour to transmit to the Twentieth World Health 
Assembly the text of a communication dated 22 April 19671 addressed to him by the 
Government of Upper Volta.

This communication, which was received within the time limits laid down by 
Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, requests that the 
following item be added to the agenda of the Twentieth World Health Assembly:

"Policy governing assistance to developing countries".
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ANNEX

Ouagadougou 
22 April 1967

The Government of the Republic of Upper Volta thinks that the time has come 
to submit for the consideration of the World Health Assembly a matter that it 
believes to be one of the main prerequisites for the success of all the efforts 
which your Organization is constantly making on our behalf.

The principle that a country must be sufficiently well- equipped to make good use 
of the assistance offered leads those that are not so equipped sooner or later to 
forgo such assistance since, at the receiving end, the appropriate structures are 
neither ready nor adequate to absorb it. In the final analysis the poor will 
reject this assistance to the advantage of the less poor. This represents neither 
the real objective of WHO nor the wishes of the developing countries who are Members 
of the Organization; still less does it meet with your approval.

In view of this, convinced that the fundamental aims of WHO are based on the 
principles of the rights of man and that the opinion set forth above is shared by a 
good number of developing countries, the Government of Upper Volta requests that you 
kindly add to the agenda of the World Health Assembly the draft resolution attached.

I am, Sir,

(Signed) SEYDOUX TRAORE
Minister of Public Health and Population



Annex

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE POLICY GOVERNING ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

Submitted by theDelegation of the Republie of Upper Volta

The Government of the Republic of Upper Volta, after eight years of independence 
and administrative autonomy;

Conscious of the serious health problems due to its geographic position, 
its climatic conditions and the stage reached in its social and economic 
development;

Considering the, as yet, rudimentary exploitation of its natural resources, 
the instability of its economy and its lack of trained staff;

Recognizing the importance of the people's health as one of the factors 
essential for social and economic development and material progress in all 
countries;

Recalling that the Government and the whole people of Upper Volta are 
engaged in serious efforts to speed up their national development;

Appeals to the World Health Organization to obtain on behalf of the 
economically weak countries a flexible revision of the Organization's policy 
of assistance with a view to adapting it better to all the Member countries;

This revision should enable the less favoured countries:

(i) to receive aid from WHO without reference to what they can 
contribute themselves, and

(ii) to count on the World Health Organization to cover part or all 
of the operating costs.
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