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The Committee on Programme and Budget held its ninth and tenth meetings 
on 15 and 14 May 1966 and decided, in the course of these meetings, to recommend 
to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolutions:

1. Extension of WHO Activities in Research

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly,

Having examined the report’*' submitted to it by the Director-General 
in accordance with resolution WHAl8.43¿ together with the discussion of the

3report which took place at the thirty-seventh session of the Executive Board
4and resolution EB37-R13 adopted subsequently by the Board,

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General,'*' and
42. ENDORSES the opinion of the Board expressed in resolution EB37-R13 

that the programme proposed by the Director-General for research in 
epidemiology and the application of communications science to medical and 
public health problems will constitute an important and essential step

2towards the achievement of the objectives set out in resolution WHA18.43*

2. International monitoring of adverse reactions to drugs

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly,
5Having examined the reports of the Director-General on the 

international monitoring of adverse reactions to drugs;

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 148, Annex 10, pp. 58-64.
О Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 8th ed., p. 121.
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Recalling resolutions WHA15.41, WHAI6 .36, WHA17-39 and WHA18.42 of 
tbe Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Eighteenth World Health Assemblies 
on the importance of systematic collection, evaluation and dissemination of 
information on adverse drug reactions;

Considering resolution EB37-R14 on the international monitoring of 
adverse reactions to drugs

Convinced of the urgent need to collect and disseminate at the 
international level information on adverse drug reactions; and

Taking into account that the co-operation with national centres 
for monitoring of adverse reactions to drugs and the utilization of the 
data processing facilities available in the United States of America 
would facilitate the international monitoring envisaged,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to initiate a pilot research project,
2along the lines indicated in his report, v,rith the aim of establishing an 

international system of monitoring adverse reactions to drugs using 
information derived from national centres; and

2. ACCEPTS the generous offer of the United States of America of data 
processing facilities for this purpose.

3. Prevention of traffic accidents

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly,

Believing that an important task of health administrations is the 
protection of people against health hazards of every kind;

Having in mind the heavy losses resulting from the ever-increasing 
number of traffic accidents;

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 148, p. 13.

2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 148, Annex 11.



A19/P&B/20
page 3

Believing that further research is required, on an international 
basis, to elucidate the role, already demonstrated by scientific work, 
of human and medical factors in traffic accidents; ana

Noting with satisfaction the steps already taken by WHO to inform 
Member States of the importance of this problem,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to consider the possibilities of 
WHO playing a more active role in prevention of traffic accidents with 
special emphasis on the human and medical aspects of the problem and on 
the co-ordination of international research in this field; and

2. FURTHER REQUESTS the Director-General to inform the Executive Board and 
the Assembly of the amount of additional annual expenditure that would be 
entailed in giving effect to the possibilities referred to in the previous 
paragraph.

Rehabilitation

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly,

Referring to the definition of. health in the Constitution as "a state 
of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence 
of disease or infirmity";

Noting that medical progress in the treatment of illness and injury, 
while permitting a higher ratio of survival, results in an increasing number 
of chronic cases and permanently disabled persons;

Stressing the role of rehabilitation in reducing the physical, mental 
and social consequences of disease or injury; and

Noting with satisfaction the measures already taken by the Organization 
in this field,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue collecting information on the 
need for rehabilitation services, quality and quantity of existing rehabili
tation facilities, on obstacles opposed to an effective medical rehabilitation 
and on the administrative organization of rehabilitation services in the 
different Member countries;
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2. INVITES attention to the need for developing rehabilitation services 
not only for injuries and diseases affecting locomotive organs but also 
disabling diseases, particularly mental and cardiovascular diseases* and to 
the opportunities for promotion of these services by the Organization;

3 . INVITES the attention of the Member States to the importance of 
developing their rehabilitation services as an integrant part of the 
national health service;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General when planning the programme of the 
Organization to take into consideration the need for intensified training of 
medical and paramedical personnel to assist the expansion of rehabilitation 
services ; and

5. REQUESTS the Director-General to inform the Executive Board and the 
Assembly, prior to any extension of the activities of the Organization in 
this field, what would be the implications of such an extension for the 
budget of the Organization.

5 ReS’earch in cardiovascular diseases

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly, ?',v

Cognizant of the importance of cardiovascular diseases and their control, 
in particular atherosclerosis,

Recalling the resolution of the Eighteenth World Health Assembly,'*' which 
invited the Director-General to continue studying the role of the Organization 
in promoting medical research,

Aware of the great contribution that research centres can make to the 
development of such research, and

Having examined the programme of the Organization in the field of 
cardiovascular diseases,

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to study the modalities for further 
expansion of the programme of the Organization for cardiovascular diseases; 
and

Resolution WHA18.43.
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2. INVITES the Director-General to report on this subject and to inform 
the Executive Board and the Assembly, prior to any extension of the activities 
of the Organization in this field, what would be the implications of such an 
extension for the budget of the Organization.

Effects of Atomic Radiation

The Nineteenth World Health Assembly,

Recognizing the mounting concern of world opinion at the harmful 
effects to present and future generations resulting from the increase in 
the levels of radiation to which man is exposed from nuclear and thermo
nuclear weapon tests, superimposed on other sources of radiation;

Noting that the United Nations General Assembly has been seized with 
the question of the urgent need for the suspension and discontinuance of 
all test explosions of nuclear weapons since 1954;

Noting further that a United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects 
of Atomic Radiation was established in 1955 and has since submitted three 
reports on thè effects of atomic radiation and that it would be submitting 
another report of its estimates of risk from such explosions to the forth
coming twenty-first session of the General Assembly;

Conscious of the warning given by the second report of the Scientific 
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation that "the effects of any 
increase in radiation exposure may not be fully manifested for several decades 
in the case of somatic diseases and for generations in the case of genetic 
damage"; and

Recalling in particular the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
1762 (XVII), which condemned all nuclear weapon tests, and Resolution 203>2 
(XX), which calls upon all countries to respect the spirit and provisions 
of the treaty banning nuclear weapon tests in the atmosphere, in outer 
space and under water;
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1. COMMENDS the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of 
Atomic Radiation for its valuable contribution to wider knowledge and 
understanding of the deleterious effects and levels of atomic radiation, 
and WHO and other international bodies for the valuable assistance 
rendered by them to the Scientific Committee;

2. REITERATES resolution WHA13-56, which emphasizes the need for national 
health authorities "to accept their major role and accelerate their 
activities in the public health aspects of radiation from all sources", and 
resolution ША17-47, which reaffirmed "the responsibility of WHO at the 
international level for activities in the field of health involving ionizing 
radiation, including protection from radiation hazards and the medical uses 
of radiation and radioactive isotopes";

3- CALLS UPON all countries to co-operate in preventing an increase in the 
level of background radiation in the interests of the health of the present 
and future generations of mankind;

4. REQUESTS the Director-General, in view of the special danger to the 
health of present and future generations, to continue a thorough study of 
the effects of radiation on man and report to the World Health Assembly at 
appropriate intervals so as to focus attention on necessary action on the 
part of Member States; and

5- URGES Member governments to make use of WHO's assistance in the 
development and strengthening of their programmes in the control of health 
hazards due to radiation.


