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1. PROGRESS OP WORK OP THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The General Committee heard statements from the Chairmen of the main 

committees on the progress of the work of those committees.

2. TRANSMISSION TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY OP REPORTS OP THE MAIN COMMITTEES

The General Committee decided to transmit to the Health Assembly the second 

report of the Committee on Programme and Budget (document A 1 9 /1 5 ).

3. ADDITION OP A SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM TO THE AGENDA

Tne CHAIRMAN recalled that the General Committee had to take a decision 

regarding the inclusion in the agenda of a request from the Government of Ethiopia 

for the assignment of that country to the African Region of WHO (document 

A19/1 Add.3).

Tne General Committee agreed to recommend that the Assembly include that 

item in its agenda and refer it to the Committee on Administration, Finance 

and Legal Matters. ■

4. PROGRAMME OP WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The General Committee fixed the programme of work for Thursday afternoon 

and for Friday, 15 May.

Tne DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that there were still twenty-nine speakers 

on the list for the general debate on items 1.10 and 1.11 of the agenda; if the 

general debate was not completed by Friday afternoon, arrangements would nave to 

be made to hold night plenary meetings the following week.
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Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom) proposed that the Director-General be 

invited to put before the Executive Board the question of general debates at 

future health assemblies. In his view, and as he had already stated at previous 

assemblies, it would be desirable to limit the time allowed to speakers.

Tne DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that it would in fact be desirable for the 

Executive Board to reconsider the question, since the speakers taking part in 

the general debate were becoming more and more numerous as the membership of 

Ш 0  increased. If assemblies were not to extend beyond their present duration, 

consideration might be given to limiting the time allowed for speeches.

Dr NAYAR (India), while recognizing the desirability of saving time, stressed 

the interesting content of the speeches made during the general debate by the 

delegations of countries that had recently become members of WHO. In her view, 

such interventions provided useful information on the health situation of the 

countries concerned, and it would be preferable not to lay down too rigid rules 

regarding limitation of the time allowed to speakers.

Dr HAOUE (Pakistan) suggested that participants be requested to limit 

voluntarily the length of their speeches during the general debate.


