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ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF WORLD HEALTH FOUNDATIONS
Report by the Director-General

1. In paragraph 3 o f its resolution WHA18.31,1 the Eighteenth World Health
Assembly requested the Director-General "to report regularly to the World Health 
Assembly on the progress roade and work carried out in regard to the establishment 
and operation of world health foundations".
2. So far, national world health foundations have be$n established in the 
United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. The World Health Foundation of the United States of America, which was 
incorporated on 1 September 1964-, is in the process of establishing its Board of 
Trustees. In the meantime, WHO has received the first major contribution from 
the United States of America Foundation of 250 000 doses of inactivated measles 
vaccine, the estimated value of which is USijj> 250 000.

3. The World Health Foundation in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland was incorporated in the autumn of 1965, and has already a 
representative and active Executive Council. The first meeting of the Foundation's 
Council was convened shortly thereafter in London, followed by a second meeting in 
November. At this meeting, the Council appointed a Chairman who was authorized
to sign on behalf of the Council the Agreement between the World Health Foundation 
(United Kingdom) and the World Health Organization. This document was duly signed 
on 10 December 1965» The World Health Foundation (United Kingdom) has received 
its first small contribution in the form of a seven-year covenant.
4-. In Switzerland, the "Acte de Fondation" and "Règlement d'Execution" of the 
Swiss World Health Foundation have been finalized, but incorporation awaits the 
establishment of its Council.
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5- In accordance with the approved policy to encourage the establishment of world 
health foundations, exploratory work has been initiated in a number of other countries. 
The lines of approach and the extent of the succeeding developments have varied in the 
individual countries depending upon local conditions. Generally speaking, the pre
liminary legal procedures are lengthy and they involve the drafting of the basic 
documents, the incorporation of the foundation and the obtaining of tax-exempt status.
It is necessary to enlist the interest of well-known personalities who will form the 
executive council of the foundation" in particular, it is important that the worlds 
of banking, industry and commerce be represented. It is also essential to find the 
"seed money" which will finance the initial activities of the foundation before it 
becomes self-supporting.

6. The Director-General, guided by the expressed belief of the World Health Assembly 
and the Executive Board that world health foundations could make an important contri
bution towards the furtherance of the objectives of WHO, will continue to explore the 
possibility of establishing foundations in all parts of the world. These national 
foundations though non-governmental organizations and enjoying independent legal status, 
are established in each case with governmental approval which is required under 
Article 71 of the WHO Constitution, in order to make possible arrangements for con
sultation and co-operation between these foundations and WHO. The Director-General 
is grateful for the assistance which governments have already given in facilitating 
the creation of the world health foundations, and anticipates that he will continue to 
be sustained by the co-operation of other governments in the establishment of additional 
foundations.


