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PLACE OF THE TWENTY-SECOND WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Report by the Director-General

1. The Director-General has the honour to transmit to the World Health Assembly 

for consideration the attached communication which he has received from the 

United States Government regarding the holding of the Twenty-second World Health 

Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1969. By the terms of Public Law 89-357 

of the 89th Congress dated 1 March 1966, an appropriation has been authorized in 

the amount of $ 500 000 for the purpose of defraying expenses incident to 
organizing and holding this session in the United States of America.

2. In accordance with the terms of paragraph 2 of resolution EB6.R32^ and in 

order to provide the Assembly with additional information to enable it to 

consider this suggestion, a representative of the Director-General visited 

Boston recently to assess the suitability of the conference facilities of that 

city. The Director-General can assure the Assembly that adequate facilities 

are available for the holding of the Assembly in that city provided it can be 

convened not earlier than 1 July. All suitable available facilities have 

already been reserved for the months of May and June 1969. It is also clear 

from this visit that it would be necessary to make firm reservations in the 

immediate future for the month of July 1969 in view of the pressure on 

conference facilities in that city. Furthermore, the Director-General considers 

that, based on available information, it can be assumed that the host Government 

will be able to provide for all the additional costs involved in holding the 

Twenty-second World Health Assembly away from the Headquarters of the 

Organization.

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions,, 8th ed . 5 p. 208
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3. In view of these considerations and assuming that the United States 

Government, during this Assembly, does extend a formal invitation for the holding of 

the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in Boston, the present Assembly may wish to 

accept that invitation subject, of course, to the conclusion of a necessary 

agreement with the United States Government in accordance with the terms of 

resolution EB31.R40,-*- and subject to the making of necessary detailed arrangements. 

This acceptance would also need to be confirmed as regards the country, date and 

place of the Twenty-second World Health Assembly by the Twenty-first World Health 

Assembly and by the session of the Executive Board meeting thereafter, in view of 

Articles 14 and 15 of the WHO Constitution which provide that the Health Assembly 

at each annual session shall select the country or region at which the next annual 

session shall be held and that the Board shall subsequently fix the place and date.

4. Should the invitation to hold the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in 

Boston be formally extended and should the Assembly wish to accept it, subject to 

the reservations indicated above, the Assembly may wish to adopt a resolution along 

the following lines;

"The Nineteenth World Heaith Assembly,

Noting with appreciation the invitation by the. Government of. the United 
States of America for the holding of the Twenty-second World Health Assembly 
in Boston, Massachusetts, In 1969,

1. ACCEPTS this invitation, subject to the conclusion of an appropriate 
agreement with the Government of the United States of America in accordance 
with the terms of resolution EB31.R401 and to the conclusion of the necessary 
practical arrangements° and further subject to confirmation, pursuant to the 
provisions of Articles 14 and 152 of the WHO Constitution, by the Twenty-first 
World Health Assembly and by the Executive Board with respect to the country, 
place and date of the session.

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to report further to the Twenty-first 
World Health Assembly and the Executive Board session which follows with 
regard to the holding of the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in Boston, 
Massachusetts, United States of America."

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions ana Decisions,, 8th ed., p. 209
2

Basic Documents, 17th ed., p. 5
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ANNEX

March 21, 1966

Dear Mr Director-General,

I have the honor to inform you that the United States Congress, at its Eighty-ninth 

Session, authorized an appropriation to enable the United States to extend an invita

tion to the World Health Organization to hold the Twenty-second World Health Assembly 

in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1969* A copy of Public Law 89-357 is enclosed for your 

information.

In accordance wi th this legislation, it is planned that a member of the US Delegation 

to. the Nineteenth World Health Assembly will extend the invitation mentioned above.

I have been requested to inform you of the intentions of the United States 

Government and to ask that the agenda for the Nineteenth World Health Assembly be 

amended to provide the opportunity to extend this invitation.

Sincerely,

Roger W . Tubby 
Ambassador

Enclosure:

Copy of Public Law 89-357

The Honorable
M. G. Candau,

Director-General,
World Health Organization,

Geneva.
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Public Law 89-357 
89th Congress, H. J. Res. 403 

March 1, I966

JOINT RESOLUTION

Authorizing an appropriation to enable the United States to extend 
an invitation to the World Health Organization to hold the Twenty- 
second World. Health Assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1969*

Whereas the Twenty-second World Health Assembly is scheduled to. be 

held in 19695 and' ' I

Whereas the year 1969 is considered particularly appropriate for hold
ing the assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, since that year will mark 

the centennial of the establishment of the first modern State

public health department in Massachusetts in 1869; and 1969 also 80 STAT. 10 

marks the "coming of age", the twenty-first anniversary of the 80 STAT. 11

World Health Organization.; and

Whereas the assembly and related functions will provide outstanding 

opportunities for the Ministers and Directors of Health of the 

World Health Organization's one hundred and twenty-five member 

countries to view American health and medical methods in practice, 

and to make and renew friendships among American health and medical 

leaders; and

Whereas the assembly will focus public attention in the United States 

on the important work of the World Health Organization as an integral 

part of the economic and social program of the United Nations and 

as a constructive work contributing to better international apprecia

tion and world peace; and

Whereas American health and medical groups and certain urban organiza

tions have suggested arrangements to make the World Health Assembly 

in the United States a particularly useful professional occasion 

through related seminars, field trips, and social activities; and
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Whereas the cost of holding an assembly in Boston, Massachusetts, 

would exceed the amount provided in the budget of the World 

Health Organization for holding an assembly in Geneva, Switzer

land, the headquarters of the Organization: Therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled. That there is authorized World Health 

to be appropriated to the Secretary of State, out of any money in the Assembly. 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of not to exceed 

$ 500 000 for the purpose of defraying the expenses incident to 

organizing and holding the Twenty-second World Health Assembly in 

Boston, Massachusetts. Funds appropriated pursuant to this authoriza

tion shall be available for advance contribution to the World Health 

Organization for additional costs incurred by the Organization in 

holding the Twenty-second World Health Assembly outside the Organiza

tion's headquarters at Geneva, Switzerland; and shall be available 

for expenses incurred by the Secretary of State, on behalf of the 

United States as host government, including personal services without 

regard to civil service and classification laws; employment of aliens; 

travel expenses without regard to the Standardized Government Travel 

Regulations and to the rates of per diem allowances in lieu of sub

sistence expenses under the Travel Expense Act of 19^9* as amended; 63 Stat. 166. 
rent of quarters by contract or otherwise; and hire of passenger 5 USC 8^5 note,

motor vehicles.

Approved March 1, 1966.
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