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Thank you very much， Mr Chairman, for allowing me to make a statement on behalf 

of the International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses. 

May I first take the pleasure of transmitting to the Director-General and the 

Organization the greetings of the President of the International Union against the 

Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses, Dr A. King in London, and its Secretary-

General, Professor Canaperia, who regrets he cannot be present. 

The Director-General of Ш0 has considered appropriate to choose, for the 

programme review at this session of the Board, the problem of "Endemic treponematoses 

and venereal infections". In making this choice, we believe that the Dire с tor-General 

was guided by two considerations : the firsts that in spite of continuing medical 

progress in diagnosis, treatment and public health control measures, there has been in 

the latest years a world-wide recrudescence of venereal diseases， and particularly of 

syphilis； the second, that this problem should again be recognized as a major public 

health problem and that national and international efforts should be intensified for 

an efficient control and, possibly, elimination cf these diseases. 

The International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses may 

claim the merit of having repeatedly^ during these recent years, issued warnings against 

the too optimistic idea prevailing among medical men and health administrations that 

venereal diseases were no longer a real danger and that the budgets and the organizationa 

structure for their control could therefore be greatly reduced. It is gratifying to 
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notice that there is, at present, in many countries, a re-awakening of concern for the 
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continuing rising incidence of early syphilis and gonorrhoea, and the very clear, 

comprehensive and detailed study presented by the Director-General to this session 

of the Executive Board is not only an excellent review of the work done in this field 

by WHO， but also a challenge for the need of more determined public health efforts 

nationally and internationally. The Union welcomes this occasion for expressing to 

the Direсtor-General and to his staff the very sincere appreciation for the close 

and harmonious co-operation which has always existed between the two organizations 

since 1 9斗 w h e n the Union had the pleasure and. the privilege of being admitted in 

official relationship with WIIG, As examples of this co-operation,工 shall only 

mention: (l) the Union's participation with WHO in the revision of the Brussels 

Agreement of 1924，amended by action of the World Health Assembly in i960； (2) the 

Union
1

 s participation in collection of w o r l d . l e g i s l a t i o n on v^noreal dise^3a 

control. Ihe Union has noted with pleasure the reference made to other types of 

со-operation in the document EB34/11 now before us for discussion, on pages 17 and 51. 

May 工 also mention the Union
1

s publications in Europe and in the Americas as 

examples of how to convey information to voluntary national agencies and to govern-

ments • 

The Union realizes that the main responsibility for the measures of venereal 

disease control rests with the governments and with the national health administration 

But in this field, like in many other public health fields, there is still an important 

role to be played by non-governmental agencies like the Union in support and 

co-ordination of official programmes. 

The new developments in the trend of venereal diseases have emphasized the need 

for a reorganization of the programme of the Union, in order to adapt its activities 

to the changing situation and to the different conditions prevailing in different 

areas of the world. This reorganization of the Union is in development and we are 

happy to state that, besides the two existing- Regional Offices for Europe and xhe 

Americas, which work in close collaboration with the regional offices of WHO, steps 

are under way for establishing a representation of the Union in South-East Asia, in 

Africa and in the. Eastern Mediterranean. 
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We already had the privilege to outline, before the Sixteenth World Health 

Assembly last year， the main lines of the Union
1

s policy and orientation in a 

future programme of work, which can be eommarized on the following points: 

(a) medical education to be promoted in regard to venereology and. 

epidemiology; 

(b) epidemiological methods of case-finding and contact-tracing to 

be intensified nationally and internationally; 

(c) psychological and sociological aspects of human behaviour in 

relation to venereal diseases to be studied more systematically; 

(d) health education methods to be put more widely into use; 

(e) research to be stimulated particularly in regard to medical 

and sociological aspects. 

Mr Chairman,工 should like to take this opportunity to elaborate briefly on 

some of the special problems which are on the programme of the Union and vdiich will be 

further considered at the next General Assembly of the Union in Lisbon, April 19б5« 

工i: is clear that no control programme is possible without the full collaboration 

of all members of the medical profession (specialists well trained in the subject of 

venereal diseases and treponematoses and general practitioners and private physicians^ 

who should be well aware of the epidemiological as well as the clinical problems). 

This support will depend on the standards and extent of teaching of the subject to 

both undergraduate and post-graduate students. The Union is currently in touch with 

WHO hoping that a joint study of the extent of teaching in universities will eventually 

be undertaken. The next conference of the Union will give special emphasis to the 

problem of medical education, with a view to gaining valuable information as to the 

present situation in different countries^ and thus promoting a better understanding 

of these problems among the medical profession. In the same context of education, 

two other problems will be on the agenda : the education of the patients and the 

education of the public. These problems will be reviewed, taking into particular 

account the social and behavioural aspects which lead to promiscuity and to the spread 

of venereal diseases. The rising trend in venereal diseases is in fact a symptom of 

a more far-reaching problems of a social illness, characterized by a disruption of 

family life, changed moral outlook and increase in promiscuity especially among 

teenagers. 
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Studies of all the factors which influence the pattern of human behaviour and 

its relationship to the incidence of venereal diseases have, been conducted by the 

Union through its national members and we feel that voluntary organizations have a 

very important role to play in this field. Thanks to their formation, to their 

close contacts with the community, they can better undertake such studies through 

the multi-professional approach which is needed and with the participation of the 

population concerned. 

Finally, the conference will make a review of the basic research work in 

venereal diseases and treponernatoses, which is essential for clarifying some of the 

vital problems still unsolved and increasing our resources for combating the challenge 

we are facing today. ’ 

To conclude,, Mr Chairman, i±te International Union against the Venereal Diseases 

and the Treponema to ses feels that, in the present gituation., national and inter-

national action should be intensified, with a very close co-operation of official 

and voluntary orgaiiizationç • 

‘ ... . i ； , 

The Union is ready to take its share in this work and will continue to give its 

full support to the activities of WHO. 


