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HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 

Progress Report by the Di reo tor-General 

Progress with the building 

Assisted by a mild winter, the main building work has continued to make rapid 

progress. When this progress report was drawn up, the structure of the main 

building had reached the eighth and top storey and the roof was being built. The 

main building work on the Executive Board Room had reached the level of the public 

gallery. The first metal elements of the façade had been put in place up to the 

fifth floor and the installation of the heating and air-conditioning ducts was 

proceeding satisfactorily as was the work on electricity, telephones, sanitation, 

etc* 

2« Finance 

In January 1964 the Director-General had communicated to the Executive Board 

a letter in which the Swiss authorities had advised him that the grant of a further 

loan of 6,5 million Swiss francs had been approved by the Federal Council and was 

to be submitted to the two Houses of the Federal Parliament* As will be seen from 

the attached correspondence^ the Federal Parliament will not be able to take a 

decision on this matter, which has been referred to a Committee, until its summer 
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ANNEX 1 

24 April 1964 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to my letter of 4 February thanking you 
for having notified me of the decision taken by the Federal Council in 
regard to the granting of a further, loan to our Organization. At the 
same time I transmitted to you a resolution in which the Executive Board 
expressed its gratitude to the Confederation and to the Republic and 
Canton of Geneva. The Seventeenth World Health Assembly _which met in 
March was also informed of the message sent by the Federal Council to 
the Federal Parliament and in a resolution^ of which I append a copy^ 
repeated the expressions of gratitude already made by the Executive Board» 

The International Organizations Division of your Department was 
recently kind enough to inform us by telephone that because of an 
extremely full agenda the Federal Parliament had been unable to examine 
the proposal to grant a further loan to WHO and that the matter had 
been referred to a Committee. It will not therefore be possible for a 
decision to be taken by the Federal Parliament before the middle of June. 

I shall have to bring this information to the knowledge of the 
Executive Board at its next Session, which begins on 26 May. I should 
therefore be extremely grateful if you would inform me whether we have 
correctly understood the terms of the telephone communication. 

I have no need to tell you how much I hope that a decision can be 
taken at the summer session of the Federal Parliament, thus making defi-
nitive ！the re commendation of the Federal Council-. 

I thank you once more for your constant kindness in regard to our 
Organization, and remain, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Mr P. Wahlen 
Federal Councillor 
Head of the Federal Political Department 
Palais Fédéral 

Berne 

(s) Dr M. G. Candau 
Director-General 
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ANNEX 2 

FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT. BERNE 

29 April 1964 

Sir, 

Further to your letter of 24 April 1964, addressed to Mr Wahlen, 
we have the honour to confirm our recent telephone message informing 
you that the Federal Parliament will examine the message from the 
Federal Council regarding the Confederation's loan to WHO during its 
June session. Various circumstances and a particularly full agenda 
have made it impossible for the message to be considered before. 
We shall, of course, inform you of the decisions taken when the time 
comes. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(s) J . Burckhardt 
International Organizations 

Division 
Federal Political Department 

Dr M. G. Candau 
Director-General ' 
World Health Organization 
Geneva 


