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ANNEX

STATEMENT BY DR J. MAYSTRE - REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION - TO THE EIGHTEENTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY - GENEVA, MAY 1965 - DURING THE REVIEW 
OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL ON THE ..
WORK OF WHO IN 1964

Mr President,

In thanking you for having kindly given me the floor, I have the honour to 
convey to you the most cordial wishes of the World Medical Association for the 
success of the Eighteenth World Health Assembly and to offer you personally, Mr 
President, our respectful congratulations on your recent election.

My Association greatly appreciates the spirit in which, for more than fifteen 
years, constant co-operation has been maintained with the World Health Organization, 
thanks particularly to the efforts of your Director-General; it accordingly wishes 
to express its gratitude for this spirit.

In 195З, the Sixth World Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA6.40,^ invited 
the Director-General to undertake "a preparatory study of the problems relating to 
international medical law", "with the assistance of appropriate organizations and 
persons".

In order to assist the World Health Organization in the new task thus assigned to 
it, and with its agreement, the World Medical Association, the International Committee 
of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, and the International Committee of the Red Cross 
established, in 1954, a working group to investigate some of the problems which nowadays 
face the members of the medical professions at the international level and which relate 
to international medical law.

The World Health Organization took part in each of the sessions , of this working 
group by sending qualified observers. In addition, the World Health Organization was 
informed at regular intervals by the three above-mentioned organizations of the progress 
being made by the working group, in particular in 1956-57 and in 1958.

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 7th ed., p.412.
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The conclusions reached by the working group were set out in the form of two 
documents entitled: ■ '

"CODE OF MEDICAL ETHICS IN WARTIME"; '

"RULES GOVERNING THE CARE OF SICK AND WOUNDED, PARTICULARLY IN TIME OF CONFLICT" .

: While the first objective these "Rules" seek to achieve is to ensure effective 
protection for civilian medical personnel in time of conflict, the essential aim is 
to guarantee.aid and treatment for the sick and the wounded in all circumstances.

The conclusions of the working group were, adopted by the three participating 
organizations - in 1956 by the World Medical Association, in .1957 by the International 
Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy through its International Office of 
Documentation on Military Medicine. The International Committee of the Red Cross, 
for its part, communicated them to national Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
throughout the world, first by a "circular letter" (No. 425, 1959)j and later by a 
report which it presented to a meeting of the International Red Cross held in Prague 
in I96I.

The three organizations I have mentioned consider that the objective, aimed at by 
the "conclusions" of the working group, namely to improve, from the practical point of 
view, the protection to which the members of the medical professions are entitled during 
the performance of their duties in time of disturbance and armed conflict, would be 
largely attained - or at least that a notable step would have been made in that 
direction - if the authorities of the various countries accepted, expressly or tacitly, 
the recommended solutions which are at present before them for consideration.

It may be noted, in this connexion, that the solutions recommended have already 
been given effect by special legislation in certain ccuntri.es, particularly Brazil, 
Liechtenstein and Luxembourg.

In 1963, the three organizations concerned addressed a memorandum to the World 
Health Organization, which kindly communicated it to its Member States by circular 
letter C.L.24.1963, of 17 July I963.
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Finally, I might mention that the International Committee of the Red Cross 
has been invited to present a report on this subject to the Twentieth Red Cross 
Conference, which is to be held in Vienna in October 19&5-

The idea launched in; 1954 has gained ground, as you can see from this brief 
report we have had the honour to submit to you.

By associating its efforts with those being exerted by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, the International Committee çf Military Medicine and Pharmacy, 
and the World Medical Association, the World Health Organization has greatly helped 
to speed the solution of one of the major existing problems of international medical 
law; it has thereby provided a first positive response to the resolution adopted by 
the World Health Assembly in 1953-

The World Medical Association, on its own behalf and on that of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the International Committee of Military Medicine and 
Pharmacy, wishes today to pay tribute to the World-Health Organization for the valuable 
assistance it has consistently provided them in this matter, and to express its sincere 
hope that all the Member States of WHO will support this noble undertaking.


