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PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORLD HEALTH RESEARCH CENTRE

The Director-General communicates herewith to the delegations attending ths 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly the text of a memorandum he has just received 
from the International Union against the Venereal Diseases and Treponematoses, a 
non-governmental organization In official relations with WHO.
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INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST THE VENEREAL DISEASES AND THE TREPONEMATOSES

Secretary General

Professor G. A. Canaper 
Via Salaria 2J7 
Roma (Italia)

17 May 1965

Dear Doctor Candau,

I take the opportunity to send on behalf of the International Union 
against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses the attached memorandum 
for the discussion of the proposal for the establishment of a World Health 
Research Centre, item 2.6.1 of the Agenda of the World Health Assembly.

Yours sincerely.,

Professor G. A. Canaperia 
Secretary General

Dr M. G. Candau
Director-General
World Health Organization
Palais des Nations
Geneva

ENCL.
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15 May 1965

M E M O R A N D U M

In spite of the continued availability and wide use of drugs highly effective in 
the treatment of individual cases of venereal infections the shortcomings of the 
community-wide, nation-wide and international control of syphilis and gonorrhoea have 
become apparent and were amply documented at the recent General Assembly of the 
International Union against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses (IUVDT) in
Lisbon, and in the extensive and most useful study of the present situation discussed

1 2 at the J4tn Session of the WHO Executive Board and the Resolution passed. Knowledge
on epidemiological, sociological and other aspects is clearly insufficient to plan and
undertake effective programmes in developing and developed countries and the IUVDT is
in full agreement with the need to intensify significantly research in this field.

The limited activities which it has been possible for'WHO and the IUVDT to 
undertake separately or jointly on research aspects of venereal diseases in recent 
years cannot be expected to stimulate wide and extensive application even of available 
knowledge. The IUVDT noted therefore with satisfaction the proposals made some time 
ago to establish a WHO activity in which research workers of competence would have 
scientific possibilities and budget facilities to undertake long-term methodological, 
operational and other studies with particular reference to epidemiology and which 
appear to make possible a programme designed to meet more adequately the significant, 
world-wide rising incidence of syphilis and gonorrhoea.

The IUVDT has noted with appreciation the important contribution of WHO in the 
control of endemic treponematoses, particularly yaws, with more than 15 million people 
in tropical countries having benefited from mass penicillin campaigns in the last 15 
years. The IUVDT supports the programme orientation in this field, (i) towards the
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fullest possible integration of epidemiological vigilance into the functions of local 
health services as these become available in tropical countries, and (ii) towards 
epidemiological-serological surveys to elicit quantitative information on the 
recrudescence potential of this mutilating disease as well as on the possible invasion 
of previous yaws areas by venereal syphilis. The recent reappearance of yaws in some 
tropical areas and the establishment of foci of venereal syphilis in others have 
emphasized the need for intensification both of practical surveillance measures and of 
epidemiological research in these fields.

The IUVDT wishes to point to the importance of the above public health situation 
in the treponematoses field and expresses the hope that epidemiological and other 
research activities in the intensified WHO research programme (through the proposed 
World Health Research Centre) will adequately reflect the above situation. In this 
context the great potential value is emphasized of the envisaged machinery for the 
training of research workers from small countries where only limited facilities are 
available. The IUVDT wishes finally to offer its fullest co-operation with WHO in 
the future also.


