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1. DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES (PROGRAMME MATTERS): Item 2.12 
of the Agenda (Document A18/P&B/4) (continued)

Consideration of the draft resolution prepared by the'Working Party

Dr WATT (United States of America),: Chairman of the Working Party, recalled 

that a working party had been set up with a view to preparing a single resolution on 

the programme activities in the health aspects of world population which might be 

developed by WHO, which would synthesize the previous proposals presented and the 

views expressed in the Committee.. He introduced the following" draft resolution 

proposed by the Working Party:

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on Programme Activities 
in the Health Aspects of World Population which might be developed by WHO;

Bearing in mind Article 2 ( 0  of the Constitution which reads: "to promote 
maternal and child health and welfare and to foster the ability to live har
moniously in a changing total environment";

Noting resolution 1048 (XXXVII) adopted by the Economic and Social Council 
at its thirty-seventh session, August 1964;

Believing that demographic problems require the consideration of economic, 
social, cultural, psychological and health factors in their proper perspective;

Noting that the United Nations Population Commission at its thirteenth 
session, April 1965, attached high priority to the research and other activities 
in the field of fertility;

Considering that the changes in the size and structure of the population 
have repercussions on health conditions;

Recognizing that problems of human reproduction involve the family unit as 
well as society as a whole, and that the size of the family should be the free 
choice of each individual family;

Bearing in mind that it is a matter for national administrations to decide 
whether and to what extent they should support the provision of information and 
services to their people on the health aspects of human reproduction;
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Accepting that it is not the responsibility of WHO to endorse or promote 
any particular population policy; and

Noting that the scientific knowledge with regard to the biology of human 
reproduction and the medical aspects of fertility is insufficient,

1. APPROVES the report of the Director-General on Programme Activities in the 
Health Aspects of World Population which might be developed by WHO;

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to develop further the programme proposed:

(a) in the fields of reference services, studies on medical aspects of 
sterility and fertility control methods and health aspects of population 
dynamics; and

(b) in the field of advisory services as outlined in Part III, paragraph 3 
of his report, on the understanding that such services are related, within 
the responsibilities of WHO, to technical advice on the health aspects of 
human reproduction and should not involve operational activities; and

3 . REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Nineteenth World Health 
Assembly on the programme of WHO in the field of human reproduction.

The Working Party, composed of the delegations of Brazil, Chile, India, Iran,

Iraq, Italy, Mali, Philippines, Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, and the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics, had met the previous day and had not only had protracted discussions but

had also entered into informal consultations with other delegations so that a consensus

could be reached after a free discussion of the subject. Indeed, on a matter of that

magnitude, it should be realized that it would only be possible for an organization

such as WHO to prepare and maintain a programme if such a consensus did exist.

Accordingly, while the draft resolution might not completely meet the wishes of each

individual delegation, it did satisfactorily state the Organization's intention to

play a role and to assume the leadership for which it was fitted in that complex and

important sphere.

The preamble sought to reflect the historic decision which WHO was making and 

defined areas of responsibility; it had been emphasized that it was for governments
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to decide on their own policy in recognition of the freedom of choice of the individual 

and the family. The operative portion recognized the work done so far by WHO and 

expressed satisfaction with those achievements, -as well as then referring to the broad 

future scope of action before the Organization., which should approach it in a circum

spect and dedicated manner with all available resources. The draft resolution also 

provided for the possibility of reviewing WHO action and making such adjustments as 

would appear necessary in the coming year.

The Working Party urged the Committee to adopt the draft resolution before it.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved without comment.

The CHAIRMAN thanked the Chairman and the members of the Working Party for the 

valuable and arduous task they had accomplished.

2. DRAFT SEVENTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET (Document A18/P&B/22)

At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Dr HAPPI (Cameroon), Rapporteur, read out the 

draft seventh report of the Committee on Programme and Budget.

Decision: The draft seventh report was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN congratulated the members of the Committee on the excellent work they 

had accomplished and thanked them for making it possible for the Committee's work to be 

carried out in a spirit of harmony and co-operation. He expressed his gratitude to 

the Director-General and Secretariat for their valuable assistance to the Committee.

The meeting rose at 9-45 a.m.


