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1. РROРOSАL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WORT, HEALTH RESEARCH CENTRE: Item 2.6.1 
of the Agenda (Resolutions WHA17.37 and ЕВ 5.R29; Official Records No. 140, 

Annex 21; Documents A18 /Р&В /9 and Add.1, А18 /Р&В /9, Annex III, Rev.1 and Rev.1 
corr.1, А18 /Р&В/WР /1 and Corr .1, A18 /Р&в /wР /2, А18 /Р&B /WР /3, A18 /Р&В /conf.Doc. 
No. 8 and Corr.1 and Adds.1 and 2, Аl8 /Р&В /Conf.Doc. 1ïо. 12) (continued) 

Dr SHOUКRY (United Arab Republic) said that there was no doubt that new scientific 

approaches and methodology were needed if progress in matters of health was to be 

achieved, and to that end research centres already existed in a number of countries. 

In the United Arab Republic there was a large national research centre forming part of 

the Ministry of Scientific Research. Three years previously a law had been passed 

requiring every ministry or foundation to establish a research centre, in addition to 

those attached to universities. The Ministry of Public Health was also responsible 

for a number of research institutes in such different fields of medicine and public 

health as endemic and tropical diseases, ophthalmology, nutrition, medical entomology 

and virus diseases, and two institutes for cancer and bilharziasis were to be 

established in the near future. Co- ordination was ensured by the Government ministry 

or authority concerned with scientific research, which also provided financial 

assistance where need ±d. Although his Government was not opposed to medical research 

as such, it did not support the proposal for a world health research centre in its 

existixg form since, in the first place, it would incur costs beyond the resources of 

most developing countries and, secondly, would attract leading research workers away 

from their own countries to the detriment of national research work. Instead, the 
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World Health Organization should concentrate upon. the development of staff services . 

in epidemiology and communications technology, as well as upon the promotion of 

medical research in all countries and of co- ordination between their research centres. 

Dr SOW (Mali) considered that the proposal for a world health research centre, 

although fully justified, was somewhat premature, and that the many additional projects 

listed in the green pages of Official Records No. 138 should, by virtue of their 

urgent nature, receive the Organization's prior attention. Нis delegation, therefore, 

supported the procedure outlined in document А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. Vo. 8, which would 

lend added impetus to medical research without imposing further financial contributions 

upon Member States. 

Dr MARTINEZ JUNCO (Cuba) said that research was an indispensable basis for the 

Organization's future programmes, since all regions of the world were affected by 

grave problems of health which, in the final analysis, сod only be solved by research. 

It was, therefore, necessary to determine what was the best way to promote such 

research. Since the establishment of a world health research centre might, as a 

result of over -- centralization, be detrimental to regional research activities, WHO 

should first formulate research plans for all the regions to meet the specific need 

of each, after which it would be feasible to envisage the establishment of a world 

health research centre. 

As far as the related economic question was concerned, there seemed to be no 

security regarding the financing of the centre. ID view of the number of additional 

projects listed in the green pages of the budget volume - and which had given rise to 
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considerable discussion in the Committee - he could not support any proposal to 

establish a world health research centre in the absence of a guarantee of adequate 

means to finance it. It was the opinion of his delegation therefore that the 

Director -General should continue to study the question, particularly in regard to its 

regional aspects, and the matter could be re- examined at a later session. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said 

that the proposals before the Committee did not differ greatly from those it had 

adopted the previous year, when the desirability of developing global epidemiological 

studies and communications technology had been recognized as requiring WHO's initiative 

for their advancement. At that time, the proposal for a laboratory for biomedical 

research had not been considered as an action appropriate to WHO. 

In considering the matter of a world health research centre, two factors should 

be borne in mind. In the first place, there were a number of programmes requiring 

urgent attention which WHO alone could carry out, and which had not been developing as 

rapidly as desired. The Organization should not, therefore, be deflected from its 

main purpose by anything inessential. Secondly, the Committee was not the body to 

give a balanced appraisal of the scientific merits of the proposal, which was the task 

of research scientists. 

The views of the British Medical Research Council and of the Council on Scientific 

Policy, after consultation with other interested scientists, were clear. Both councils 

were independent bodies of scientists of international repute and in no way subject in 

their views to government policy. They favoured the proposal for research on 
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epidemiology and communications provided it was pursued on a reasonable scale and in 

Geneva, but considered that cómputer science, as such, should be excluded. They were 

also opposed to the establishment of an international laboratory centre for biomedical 

research, since they were of the opinion that a concentration of leading scientists 

might well have a sterilizing effect and reduce the influence of the people concerned 

with development of research. There were, of course, other views in Britain but they 

were not representative. Scientific opinion could always change but, for the time 

being, there was only clear scientific justification for proceeding with the proposals 

on epidemiology and communications, with appropriate modifications as outlined in 

document А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doе. No. 8. The Director= General could attend to the necessary 

re- organization within the Secretariat but much had already been done that could provide 

the nucleus for further orderly development. The delegate of Indonesia was right in 

stating that research should be carried out in many centres and not just one. In the 

field of research, as in all other fields of health, WHO had an essential co- ordinating 

role to play, which no other body could fulfil, and there was a risk of distraction 

from its proper function if the Organization allowed itself to be drawn into direct 

responsibility for maintaining basic laboratory research on a large and centralized 

scale. 

The Committee were in general agreement on the matter up to a certain point, when 

there was a divergence on the part of one group from what seemed to him to be the 

logical pattern of development, since it proposed the establishment of a large 

laboratory centre: Dr Evang had stated that the world health research centre would 
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inevitably come into being. That was not necessarily so, however, since there 

should be a good reason for establishing such a centre. Dr Evang had also spoken of 

"giants" who wished to kill the idea but, if they existed they were certainly not the 

sponsors of the draft resolution contained in document А18 /Р&В /Conf.Dоc. No. 8. 

Furthermore, he had said that the small countries made the greatest contributions to 

CERN, but CERN was totally irrelevant in the discussion. It was essentially a 

machine - and an expensive one at that. In that connexion, it should be mentioned 

that the United Kingdom contributed 24.47 per cent. of the cost of CERN. The 

Director -General had referred to document А18 /Р&В /Conf.Doc. No. 8 as a funeral, but 

it should rather be considered as a christening, since its intent was to consolidate 

the work already done by the Organization and to build around it. However, if there 

was any misunderstanding as to the meaning of the draft resolution, it could certainly 

be modified. Most of the remarks made by the delegate of Finland would be acceptable 

to him. In drawing up the draft resolution, the sponsors had considered that they 

were taking a first step in providing.a world health research centre but one within 

the Organization. The Organization.would only be turning its face away from its 

responsibilities to the world if it devoted its efforts and valuable resources to a 

project that was not soundly based scientifically, particularly when there was more 

than enough to do in fields where the Organization was really competent. 



A18 /Р&B /мin /1k 
page 7 

Dr NOVGORODCEV ( Unión of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that on the one 

hand the idea of setting up a world health research centre that would provide 

up -to -date information on epidemiological and biomedical research merited interest 

and attention, in view of the ever - increasing need for intensifying the dissemination 

of information ón, and co- ordinating, the latest advances in research. On the 

other hand, however, there were many administrative, financial and other problems 

that had not yet been solved which raised doubts as to the necessity for setting up 

such a centre. Its creation, in his opinion, would run counter to the decisions 

previously taken, in accordance with which the Organization was required to direct 

and co- ordinate research but not to undertake it. It seemed, also, that the work 

of the centre might duplicate that of national scientific institutions. Moreover, 

it was unrealistic to suppose that the large sums required for financing the centre 

could be found at a time when the rate of increase of the budget was encountering 

criticism, when all were agreed on the necessity for strict economy in the use of 

the Organization's resources, and when a number of countries were in arrears with 

their contributions. Certainly, $ 144 million in ten years, and more than 

$ 18 million a year, could not be found from the present regular budget, which would 

therefore have to be increased beyond the possibilities of many Member States. 

Nevertheless, there were ways of achieving some of the desired objectives 

without setting up a centre along the lines proposed in the documentation before 

the Committee. In view of the recommendation in the report of the Advisory Committee 

on Medical Research on its sixth session, on the intensification of information on 

medical research, it would be well to study the material, technical and other 
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potentialities of the. Organization for meeting that need. If means could be 

found within the regular budget, .:that. would be ideal. Preparation by WHO of 

.regular reviews of the most recent problems,in biomedical and epidemiological 

.r.esearch and their publication in the WHO Bulletin, together with original articles, 

might meet the case. In his statement in the Committee on Administration, Finance 

and Legal Matters, Mr Siegel had referred to the need for electronic computer 

equipment and the fact that WHO would be able to make computer facilities available 

to ILO and other organizations. Surely that equipment could be used in connexion 

with biomedical and epidemiological research, without setting up a separate centre. 

Perhaps there were other reasons for the centre, but before establishing it a study 

should be made to see how far the existing resources of the Organization could be 

mobilized to meet the needs. 

Moreover, it appeared from the discussions in the Executive Board and in the 

present Committee that the use of national scientific institutions would obviate 

the need for the centre as far as scientific information, epidemiology, and the 

control of pharmaceutical preparations were concerned. It would seem, therefore, 

more, realistic to study further the use of and co- ordination of the work of such 

institutions. The USSR was prepared. to study the question of putting its scientific 

institutions at WHO's disposal for those purposes. 

There were more than ten .thousand medical periodicals in the world. In a 

number of countries, including the USSR, .specialized centres had been set up, as 

well as scientific information research institutes. The Institute of Medical 

Information in the USSR published every year twelve numbers of a reference journal 
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and a series of special publications - reviews, express news, etc. Even so, it 

could not cover the whole field of medical periodicals, and literature on theoretical 

medicine was referred to the USSR Academy of Sciences. Reference groups and 

special sections had been set up in the various scientific institutions in the 

country. And even that network could not deal with even an insignificant part of 

the sources of information on medicine and biology. 

Also unsolved was the problem of how to collect information rapidly, and of 

the use of electronic equipment for the purpose. The efforts of WHO should be 

concentrated on the solution of that problem. Certainly, it was beyond the means 

of one centre to deal with the ever -growing mass of medical and paramedical 

literature and provide information on it to countries. In his view, the task of 

WHO was to study how that could be done, and to provide guidance in that respect to 

national information centres, which could become WHO centres. Such centres would 

naturally work on their own national literature and on world literature on selected 

subjects; that would solve the problem of co- ordination by WHO. 

The ideas he had outlined applied equally to epidemiology and to the quality 

control of pharmaceutical preparations. It was sufficient to recall that in the 

world there were more than a hundred thousand pharmaceutical preparations and 

several tens of thousands came on the market every year. Control of them could be 

carried out only in well -organized and equipped national institutes and laboratories, 

under government legislation. Such institutes existed in the USSR and other 

countries and the question of how they could be used as WHO centres should be studied. 

The main task was to unite efforts for studying methods of control, and standardization. 
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All countries should unite their efforts, under the aegis of and with the 

assistance of WHO, for solving the problems for which the world health research centre 

had been proposed. 

Finally, it should not be forgotten that WHO was committed to aiding the 

developing countries in eradicating communicable diseases and its efforts and 

resources should not be diverted from that task. 

Professor DONNADIEU (Costa Rica) said that his delegation was of the opinion 

that the centre in question should act as a co- ordinating agency for information 

received and carry out epidemiological studies. A special laboratory should not be 

established. 

Dr ANOUTI (Lebanon) supported the views expressed by the delegate of Costa Rica. 

Dr LAYTON (Canada) said that his delegation could not agree with those who 

considered that the proposal contained in document A18 /P&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8 was a 

retrograde step; his delegation was of the opinion that, on the contrary, it 

constituted a constructive advance consistent with the principles of the WHO research 

programme. The Canadian delegation was prepared to support the orderly expansion 

of WHO's research programme under the regular budget, particularly in the field of 

epidemiological studies of communicable diseases and also the application of advances 

in communications technology, but could not agree that the Organization should 

undertake independent research within a massive laboratory establishment. Moreover, 

his delegation was somewhat apprehensive at the idea of launching an extensive 
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programme involving the use of highly sophisticated electronic apparatus but would 

encourage the use of an "incentive grants" programme as well as project support of 

national and other recognized research agencies and reference centres. With 

reference to document А18 /P &B /Conf.Doc. No. 8, he said that he had received 

_n..structions to place on record that his delegation's interpretation of the word 

"regional", occurring in the third prea:,.bulаr paragraph, was that it applied to 

group or groups of countries and not to the regional structure of the Organization. 

Dr WATT (United States of America) said that the record of his Government in 

supporting research through WHO was well known. In fact, from time to time it had 

been said, by those countries afflicted with diseases for which there were known cures 

and preventive measures, that there was tee much research. At the same time when 

faced with the problem of eradication or control, people were becoming increasingly 

aware of the inadequacy of the tools available. 

The Organization's numerous objectives could be grouped under three headings 

relating respectively to training, c;ervice and research, which were interrelated 

variables. With regard to the first, trained people were essential for the 

carrying out of research work. As far as service was concerned, a resolution had 

been adopted by the Committee calling for the use of existing knowledge in the 

eradication of smallpox. In malaria, ho-,wever, a new or, ;aп? sm had developed which 

resisted eradication and the available tools were no longer as effective as they 

had been in the beginning. There was therefore an urgent need to find new ways of 

fighting the parasite and insect vectors. A known and tested method of supporting 

end conducting research through the development of regional research centres we_s 
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needed so that diseases could be studied under existing conditions. Such centres 

would provide the Organization with opportunities to expand its knowledge of the 

processes of disease throughout the world. One of the most interesting groups of 

centres, which had been referred to in the Committee's debate, had been established 

to deal with immunological studies in Africa, South America and South -East Asia; 

another existed to deal with influenza. 

Finally, he said that, as far as the draft resolution contained in document 

А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8 was concerned, it should be viewed rather as a birth 

certificate than as a death certificate. His delegation was prepared to accept 

some of the amendments that had been proposed to the draft resolution, and 

particularly that submitted by the delegation of Finland, which would serve to 

clarify the intent of the authors. 

Professor GOOSSENS (Belgium) wished to pay a tribute to the Director- General 

and his assistants for their valuable work in ensuring that the Assembly was fully 

informed on the rather difficult problem now before the Committee. It was 

understandable that the Director- General wished to be given precise guidance on the 

views of -all.Member States. A year before, the question had seemed very clear and 

the Belgian Government had stated its views very precisely in a written communication. 

Perhaps the Director -General would elaborate on his rather sombre view of the draft 

resolution in document A18, /P&B/Conf.Doc. No. 8. In considering the draft 

resolution it should be borne in mind that there were many shades of opinion between 

unqualified acceptance of a proposal and refusal to consider it at all. The views 

of the Belgian delegation, which were similar to those of the delegate of Sweden, 
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appeared on pages 324 and 325 of Official Records No. 136. Briefly, he appreciated 

the need to develop information techniques and epidemiological methods in the way 

that the Assembly considered most appropriate, but he did not consider that it was the 

right moment to set up a laboratory for biomedical research - particularly one that 

might well be on an unduly ambitious scale. He was in no way belittling the 

importance for WHO, and for the health of the whole world, of developing scientific 

research. But he was by no means certain that the best way of serving those 

purposes was through an institution which was bound to assume ever- increasing 

proportions, judging by the appeals already received from non -governmental 

organizations. 

His delegation supported the draft resolution contained in document 

А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8, for the reasons he had explained, but it was ready to 

consider the amendments that had been proposed to the draft resolution and any 

further ones, once they had been more carefully studied. 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Director -General to comment on the discussion. 

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL said he had not intended to enter the discussion at the 

present juncture, but there had been several references to his opening statement and 

his comments on the draft resolution in document А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8. He doubted 

that explanation was really necessary, since it was obvious that that resolution had 

not been well understood by many delegates. As he had been asked to comment, however, 

he would ask representatives to examine the second operative paragraph of the draft 

resolution in question. There was no reference in that paragraph to research in 

epidemiology or communications: it merely authorized the Director -General to 
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increase his staff in certain sectors without stating clearly for what purpose. 

But he did not need such an authorization, for the Constitution of WHO gave him the 

authority to build up the Organization's programme; it was his responsibility to 

present it and the Assembly could accept or reject it. 

He did not entirely understand the concern of the delegate of the United Kingdom 

over his imaginative vision. He himself saw nothing extraordinary in visualizing a 

$ 20 million project, particularly in the light of the vast sums of money put into 

completely unproductive projects. Perhaps he had not fully understood the draft 

resolution; but he hoped that with the various amendments proposed during the 

discussion any ambiguities would be removed. 

Dr HAQUE (Pakistan) said that although arguments had been advanced in favour of, 

and against, the establishment of the proposed centre, no one had been opposed to the 

idea, the objections had been on the grounds of timing and finance. There seemed 

to be unanimous agreement on the need for a reference centre, which in his opinion 

was essential if WHO was to be responsible for co- ordination. With regard to the 

draft resolution, the third preambular paragraph would put an end to the hopes of the 

developing countries; the necessary- financial and other resources for developing 

medical research centres did not exist either nationally or regionally. The 

representatives of the developing countries had come to the Assembly hoping that 

WHO would help them in building up their own peripheral organizations, without which 

there would be no material for the computers. 
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From the statements during the discussion, he could not believe that the 

sponsors of the draft resolution really intended to put an end to the hopes of the 

developing countries. It was evident from the Director -General's comments that he 

was not proposing to set up a gigantic international laboratory. He hoped to have 

some reassurance as to the sponsors' intentions, particularly as they were prepared 

to accept the amendments submitted by other representatives. In that connexion 

he drew attention to document А18 /Р&.B /Соnf.Doc. No. 161 containing an amendment 

submitted by his delegation to the amended draft resolution submitted by the Italian 

delegation in document A18 /P&B /Conf.Doc. No. 15 Rev.l. 

At the present juncture he suggested that the Director - General should be asked 

to study the question further. 

Professor KOZUSZNIК (Poland) said that, as had been indicated by the head of 

the Polish delegation in the debate on the Director- General's report on WHO's 

activities for 196+, his delegation considered that there was a need for the 

co- ordination of international support for medical research, measures for the 

exchange of experience and scientific results in medical care, and the development 

1 The amendment proposed by the delegate of Pakistan (A18 /P&B /Conf.Doc. No. 16) 

to the draft resolution proposed by the delegation of Italy (А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No. 15 

Rev.l) was as follows: 

In the preamble, insert a fourth paragraph reading as follows: 

"Believing that priority attention in this research programme should 
be given to international surveillance and monitoring systems applicable 
to communicable diseases and to problems of adverse reactions to drugs 

and to environmental contaminants, inter alia by developing and collaborating 
with national and regional laboratories." 
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of epidemiology in research. The application of advances in communications sciences 

and technology was essential to proper functioning and development of sound health 

services. A tribute was due to the Director - General and his assistants and to the 

scientific advisers for their valuable preparatory work, which had clarified many 

aspects and had shown the complexity of the problem. 

The question now before the Committee was one of the most important and complex 

problems that the Organization had met. Further and serious discussion was needed, 

and the resolutions and amendments that had been submitted offered sound possibilities. 

He hoped that it would ultimately be possible to reconcile the differences in 

opinion. Poland was ready to play an active part. 

Dr CHARТRS (Trinidad and Tobago) said that the discussion had revealed 

considerable confusion over the purpose of the proposed world health research centre. 

Some countries had the mistaken idea that the centre would carry out medical 

research of al] kinds. In fact, its function, which was clearly defined in 

Annex 21 of Official Records No. 140, was to supplement, not to replace, national 

and international activities in specific projects which individual countries could 

not undertake with any degree of speed or efficiency. Moreover, it would open 

up prospects for training the large numbers of young men and women so urgently 

needed for work in medical and allied fields. 

The Director- General had been advised by expert scientists from the foremost 

centres in the world, who had drawn up a programme for a world health research centre 

based on an entirely impartial examination of what was in the best interests of 

medical science. His Government supported the views of the scientists. 
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To those who had suggested during the discussion that a centre was not necessary, 

he could only ask why smallpox had not yet been eradicated and why so little progress 

was being made in the eradication of trypanosomiasis and malaria in Africa. The 

world health research centre represented the only hope for achieving research which 

could not be done by any country alone. There appeared to be some difference of 

opinion as to where the centre should be located, but all that mattered was that it 

should be conducive to obtaining the best results. He wondered whether some of the 

opposition to the centre was due to a reluctance to see the developing countries 

participating in its direction. The developing countries had everything to gain 

from the establishment of the centre and nothing to lose. The proposed financial 

arrangements were within the resources of all the developing countries. The 

developing countries would continue their routine work in their national laboratories 

and '410 would continue to assist them in improving those laboratories and in 

research on communicable and other diseases and other health problems. The 

developing countries which had sponsored the draft resolution contained in 

document А18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8 had still time to withdraw their support of a 

proposal that was not in their best interests. 

He regretted that his delegation could not support the draft resolution, 

particularly seeing that one of its principal sponsors was the United States of 

America, a close friend and neighbour of Trinidad and Tobago. When the resolution 

was put to the vote he would request a vote by roll -call. 
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Dr AМNUNDSEN (Denmark) said that most of the aspects of the subject had been 

mentioned either during the discussion or in the Director- General`s excellent report. 

The differences of opinion in the Committee were the same as those voiced in scien- 

tific circles in countries carrying on medical research. They ranged from the 

conviction that a concentration of scientific works in one place to deal with 

laboratory research and the technology of communications would be of benefit to 

the developing and the advanced countries alike and also to WHO - to the view that 

all the research problems could be better and more thoroughly dealt with in smaller 

units, preferably in the countries where the problems had arisen. 

The Danish delegation, like many others, was at present in favour of more 

decentralization. Her delegation would support further development of WHOts work 

on communication techniques provided it could be carried out within the regular 

budget. The Organization was in a particularly good position for assisting in 

research on communicable and non- communicable diseases in connexion with epidemiology. 

In general she supported the draft resolution in A18 /P&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8. She 

also supported the Finnish amendments in A18 /P&B /Conf.Doc. No. 14 with one exception: 

the proposal to replace the word "specific" by "major" in the third preambular para- 

graph would have a restrictive effect on WHO's activities. She therefore suggested 

amending the third line of the third preambular paragraph after the word "estateishеd" 

to read: "might be developed inside WHO or in close association with the Organiz- 

ation . . . ". She hoped that it would be possible to strengthen and expand that 

aspect of the Organization's work even if many countries were not at present ready to 

embark on large -scale activity. 
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After discussing the problem with scientists and other people in her own country, 

she had come to the conclusion that people of goodwill and sincere opinions should 

accept the fact that they might sometimes disagree on specific issues. 

Professor GARCIA ORCOYEN (Spain) said that after listening to the discussions, 

he agreed with representatives who thought that it would be premature to set up 

a medical research centre of the type proposed. A centre concerned solely with 

I/ research on epidemiology under the auspicies of WHO, however, might be useful, 

provided it did not involve expansion: the question was one that might suitably 

be considered by the Executive Board and the Assembly. 

Dr ADESUYI (Nigeria) said that research was of great interest to the developing 

countries, for although they did not possess the facilities for research they were 

anxious to use its results in their very pressing epidemiology problems. Research 

was being carried on :in many centres in the world and WHO was in a unique position 

for co- ordinating results, making them available, and also assessing the world 

requirements for research and determining where greater effort was needed. It 

was important for WНO to stimulate research in the fields where it was required and 

that could be done by encouraging existing centres. 

In some caàes, however, research centres were not interested in subjects 

where research was needed. Cerebrospinal meningitis, for example, did not 

occur in the countries best equipped for research and the countries where it did 

occur had no facilities for research. The third preambular paragraph of the draft 

resolution in document A18 /P&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8 was therefore not valid. In such 

circumstances it was for WHO to organize and develop research in whatever fields 
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it was required. He therefore urged that WHO should be authorized to establish 

facilities for whatever research was necessary for effective control of the prevalent 

communicable diseases in the developing countries. 

Dr DE SILVA (Ceylon) said that he accepted the idea of a world health research 

centre. In view of its financial implications, however, he would be unable to 

support the proposal to establish a research centre, since Ceylon had a number of 

pressing public health problems for which funds were urgently needed. It was 

important that WHO should co- ordinate research work at national research centres. 

He therefore supported the draft resolution in document A18 /Р&B /Conf.Doc. No. 8, in 

the light of the delegate of Canadafs explanation of the word `tregionalt' in the 

third preambular paragraph. 

Dr FIFК (Turkey) said that everyone afire ̂ d on the importance of health 

research. �д The difference in opinion concerned the method of approach - whether 

there should be an independent world health research centre or whether activities 

should be expanded by some other method. It could not be denied that more research 

centres were needed. There were, however, many other problems needing attention - 

the problems discussed at the current session of the Assembly: how to eradicate 

smallpox and malaria, why WHO's programmes in tuberculosis, onchocerciasis and 

bilharziasis control were being limited, why so many projects had been relegated 

to Annex 4 to the programme and budget, and why more effort was not being concentrated 

on training. The answer to all those problems was the lack of adequate financial 
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resources. Thus the problem was whether to give high priority to the world 

health research centre at the cost of other projects. The Turkish delegation 

would prefer to see other ways of promoting research without restricting other 

activities - at least for the time being. He suggested that the draft resolution 

in document A18 /P&В /Conf.Doс. No. 8, which he supported, should be accepted as 

a basic text subject to amendment. In that connexion he drew attention to 

document A18 /P&В /Conf.Doc. No. 171 containing amendments proposed by his own and 

the Netherlands delegations. 

1 The amendments proposed by the delegations of the Netherlands and Turkey 

(А18 /Р&В /Conf.Doc. No.17) to the draft resolution proposed by a number of delegations 
in document A18 /P&В /Conf.Doc. No. 8 were as follows: 

(1) Add the following paragraph after the first paragraph of the 
preamble: 

"Considering that a centre for the research on epidemiology and 
communication technology is of importance both for communicable and 
non -communicable diseases; and" 

(2) Delete "staff" in the first line of the second paragraph of the 
preamble. 

(3) Delete "staff" in the second line of the second operative para- 

graph. 

(4) Add the following phrase to the end of the second operative 

paragraph: 

"tas a step for the extension of WHO activities in the field of 

health research ". 

(5) In the third operative paragraph substitute "this resolution" for 

"paragraph 2 above ". 

(6) Delete "specific" in the. fourth operative paragraph, third line. 
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Dr EL ATASSI (Syrial) said that he could not but agree with the Norwegian 

delegate's idea that the only way to bridge the gap in health standards between the 

developed and the developing countries was to mobilize all the power available for 

the purpose. The basic requirement for having the instrument in the best shape was 

to have available highly qualified scientists working in a well organized and equipped 

research centre. He realized that the goal of science open to all mankind irres- 

pective of race and nation, controlled by an international organization such as WHO, 

was still distant. But to achieve that goal the Director-General's proposals were a 

good start and would strengthen the hope for true peace and better human conditions; 

they were also consonant with the Constitution of WHO, and only if they came to 

fruition would peace and prosperity be possible. 

Dr BADD00 (Ghana) said that his delegation thanked the Director -General for his 

proposals. He supported previous speakers in making a distinction between 

epidemiology and communications science, which he understood were to be a part of 

the world health research centre, and biomedical research. The latter was a 

controversial subject, but his delegation would not indulge in any such controversy, 

much less resist the idea. Ghana needed to find the solution for its own health 

pro's -_ :-s, since, apart from yellow fever, it could not boast of the eradication of a 

single communicable disease. Ghana was interested in and would support proposals 

for biochemical research. WHO should continue to support the regional research 

centre services because research was one of the important arms in any national 

health service. Centralization might involve financial strain on the developing 
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countries, which were currently trying to strengthen their own services, but it 

would benefit those who needed research now or would need it in the future. It 

would also be the logical development of the services at present rendered by WHO. 

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL said that the discussion had been extremely useful. 

Many misunderstandings had been cleared up, but some divergence remained, and it 

had to be acknowledged that, as the Danish delegate had said, some would have to 

agree to differ on many things stated during the debate. That agreement to differ 

was, he thought, extremely important. 

The time seemed to have come to try to reconcile all the various draft 

resolutions and amendments before the Committee because it would be hopeless to 

attempt to deal with them singly. It might be possible to make some sort of 

classification of the various types of amendment. 

His impression was that there was a consensus of opinion that more study was 

required for the biomedical centre. There was some measure of agreement that some 

research should be conducted on epidemiology and communications in the medical field, 

but there was a difference of opinion about how it should be done. 

One thing that bothered him considerably was the comment which had been 

frequently reiterated in the debate that the money which might be spent on a world 

health research centre should preferably be used on priority projects for the 

developing countries. One delegation had referred to Annex 4 of the Proposed 

Regular Programme and Budget Estimates (Official Records No. 138) - additional 

projects requested by governments and not included in the Proposed Programme and 

Budget Estimates - and had asked why the money should not be used for that purpose. 
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Hе must beg the Committee not to equate one issue with the other. There was no 

question of deciding whether Annex 4 projects could be placed in another category or 

whether WHO was to establish a world health research centre. That was not the 

problem. There was no possibility in the normal growth that was permitted to WHO 

of increasing the regular budget to a level at which the Annex 4 projects could be 

covered. 

He himself would greatly appreciate it if Members which sincerely believed 

that such a substitution could be made would increase their assistance to the 

developing countries, possibly in addition to helping with the proposed world 

health research centre. 

It was his belief that the idea of more research on epidemiology and 

communications science and the stimulation of research throughout the world was a 

positive factor which would go some way towards solving some of the problems of the 

developing countries. 

WHO had some knowledge to apply but the Committee should be under no illusion; 

it did not have enough knowledge to solve the problems with which the Organization 

had to cope. For example, twenty years previously, when DDT had been used for the 

first time, some malariologists had impatiently advocated dropping all research and 

simply spraying walls with DDT; by that means they believed the problem would be 

solved. The Committee was well aware of the result of such thinking. WHO spent 

far too much time talking about tuberculosis eradication. The WHO Advisory 

Committee on Medical Research had stated very clearly that neither the vaccine nor 

the drug available at the moment would be the final answer to the problem and that 
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further efforts would have to be made. The public health weapons at the disposal 

of WHO were good, but they were not really strong enough to settle all the problems 

in the developing countries. 

In proposing the establishment of the world health research centre he had 

thought that the innovation would fire the imagination and that something practical 

and of value might be done without prejudicing the normal work of the Organization. 

He had never contemplated decreasing assistance to the developing countries irn order 

to establish the research centre. He had thought that a new idea might appeal to 

the countries which could afford to back it and was "cóilviüced that the centre would 

contribute more than anything else tithe solution of the problems WHO had to tackle. 

It was to be hoped that any resolution the Committee ultimately approved would 

look towards the future with more optimism than had been expressed during the debate. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that the frank and forthright criticism of the various 

proposals put to the Committee had cleared the air. Н' felt that delegations were 

app ̂ oaching each other and nearing _a solution and he therefore welcomed the Danish 

suggestion for the establishment of a working party. He would therefore propose. 

the establishment of such a working party to consider the draft resolutions submitted 

by the Finnish, Italian, PаУл:л'ani and Danish delegations and that submitted jointly 

by the delegations of the Netherlands and Turkey. He proposed that the working 

party should be composed of delegates of the following countries: Brazil, Denmark, 

Finland, Italy, Norway, Pakistan, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, 

and Yugoslavia. 
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Mr COLY (Senegal) proposed that, for the sake of full representation and for 

the fresh note that it might add, an African country should be represented on the 

working party; he suggested Nigeria. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed that the Nigerian delegation should be included. 

Decision: It was agreed that the working party be set up with the 
composition and terms of reference proposed by the Chairman. 

Adverse Drug Reaction Monitoring System 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee's attention to a revised draft resolution on 

an adverse drug reaction monitoring system, presented by the delegations of Belgium, 

Canada, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

and the United States of America, and requested the delegate of the United States of 

America to introduce it. 

Dr, WATT (United States of America), introducing the revised draft resolution, 

gave its background in the light of resolutions WHA15.2F1, WНА16.36 and WНА17.39• 

In pursuance of those resolutions the Director- General had convened scientific groups 

in March 1963 at Geneva, in February 196+ at Moscow and again in November 1964 at 

Geneva, to study the importance of systematc' collection, evaluation and dissemination 

of information.. on adverse drug' reactions. As a result, the problems of serious adverse 

drug reactions had received a good deal of study. A new system of reporting had 

been developed in the United States•of America. It was clear that a great deal more 

experimentation would be needed before the system required by all Member countries was 

developed, but a beginning had been made. In the United States of America a computer 

system had been installed with a feed -back to report to the persons concerned. One 
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feature of such computers was that they usually had a greater capacity of absorption 

than any one group required. In consequence, the United States of America would be 

willing to pass on to any Member State that wished to work with it any information 

it might be able to obtain. Undoubtedly that would lead to better monitoring, but 

only experience would show ultimately what was the best possible use of that computer 

system. 

The draft resolution reflected the conclusions of discussions held before and 

10 during the Health Assembly and consultation with the Director -General. Its purpose 

was simple: to make the system available to all Member States and in the light of 

experience to find out what best suited the needs of individual countries and of 

WHO as a whole. 

The draft resolution read as follows: 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Considering resolutions WHA15.k1, WHA16,36 and WHA17.39 of the Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth World Health Assemblies on the importance of systematic 
collection, evaluation and dissemination of information on adverse drug reactions; 

Recalling the reports of the several groups of experts convened to consider 
and study the feasibility and desirability of instituting an adverse drug 
reaction monitoring programme on an international basis; 

Convinced of the urgent need for the international collection and 
distribution of information on adverse drug reactions; and 

Looking with favour upon the offer of the Government of the United States 
of America to provide facilities for the processing of information on adverse 
drug reactions, under the auspices of the World:Health Organization, 

1. REQUESTS the Director- General to study further the requirements of an 
international programme for the collection, analysis, and dissemination to 
Member States of information on adverse drug reactions; 
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2. INVITES Member States to develop national monitoring systems for adverse 

drug reactions, with a view to taking part in the international system under 

the aegis of WHO; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director- General to examine the offer of the United States 

of America of data processing facilities as part of an international monitoring 
system for adverse drug reactions. 

Dr NOVGORODCEV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, before any 

resolution on the subject was passed, it might be advisable for the Director -General 

to make, as rapidly as possible, а careful study of any proposals that other countries 

might have to make. It could then be decided what institutions should be involved 

in the suggested monitoring system. That would not, of course, exclude co- operation 

with the United States of America, but there might be potentialities also in other 

countries. He asked whether it was the intention that WHO should contribute to the 

cost of the facilities that the United States of America would place at its disposal, 

or whether that country would bear the cost. 

Dr WATT (United States of America) said that the United States of America would 

bear the cost of the use of the machines. The provision for staff made by the 

Director -General in the regular budget would be adequate and anything over and above 

that in cash or staff would be paid for by the United States of America. 

Dr SOW (Mali) said that in order to give the draft resolution a universal character 

the words "as soon as possible" should be inserted after the words "to develop" 

in operative paragraph 2 and in operative paragraph 3, the words "the offer of the 

United States of America" should be replaced by the words "the offer of any government, 

in particular that of the United States of America ". Those insertions would gain 

the draft resolution wider acceptance. 
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Dr EVANG (Norway) said that some substantial changes had been made in the draft 

resolution as originally presented. The question of establishing monitoring systems 

for the study of adverse drug reactions had, however, been one of the items mentioned 

by the Director -General as an integral part of the proposed world health research 

centre and the decision of some delegations might be influenced by the decision the 

Committee took on the more general issue. 

In operative paragraph 2, the word "an" should preferably be substituted for 

"the" before "international system ", as obviously no such system yet existed. 

Operative paragraph 3 might well be completed by the phrase "and to report on the 

matter to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly ". 

Professor AUJALEU (France) said that he was prepared to approve the draft 

resolution, together with the amendments. Some word of thanks to the United States 

of America should be inserted. 

Dr RAQUE (Pakistan) said that he would support the draft resolution and the 

amendments proposed by the delegates of Norway and France. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) said 

that he supported the delegate of France. The offer of the United States of America 

was :uost generous and did not tie anyone to any particular system. As regards the 

amendment proposed by the delegate of Mali, some words could be added to paragraph 3 

to the effect that the Director -General might also explore offers of any other 

facilities made by other States. 
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Dr AMMUNDSEN (Denmark) thanked the United States of America for the help 

already given to several countries, including Denmark. She would support the draft 

resolution with the amendments. 

Dr THOMSON (Australia) said that he would support the draft resolution and the 

proposed amendments, and thanked the United States of America for its generous offer. 

The CHAIRMAN read out operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of the draft resolution, as 

amended, as follows: 

"2. IINVIТES Member States to develop as soon as possible national 

monitoring systems for adverse drug reactions, with a view to taking 
part in an international system under the aegis of WHO; and 

З. REQUESTS the Director- General to examine the offer of the United 

States of America and of any other governments of data processing facilities 
as a part of an international monitoring system for adverse drug reactions, 
and to report on the matter to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly;" 

Dr RAQUE (Pakistan) suggested that the proposal of the delegate of France with 

regard to an expression of gratitude to the United States of America might be placed 

in an additional paragraph. 

Decision: The draft resolution, as thus amended, was approved. 

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m. 


