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1. REPORT OF SCIENTIFIC ADVISERS ON SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND 
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH: Item 2Л.2 of the Agenda (Documents EB)3/27, EB》/27 Add.l， 
EB35/WP/6, EB33/WP/7 and EB33/WP/8) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to continue discussion of the report of the 

scientific advisers (document EB33/27) «. 

Dr SUBANDRIO said that the previous day's discussion had covered a wide 

scope and a vast number of points- had been made both in favour and against the 

report of the scientific advisers. There were many arguments in favour of WHO 

embarking on more specialized research than in the past. Everyone was agreed 

that the Organization should concentrate more on co-ordinating research with a 

view to improving health services for the benefit of the people of the world. 

Dr Watt, for example^ had outlined WHO'S task very clearly. She herself, 

however, wished to speak as a member of a region with a large and very mixed 

population. 

In considering the report, it was important not to forget that WHO wished 

to provide the best possible assistance for the more developed and the less 

developed countries, and to promote health among the vast masses in such 

continents as Asia, Africa and perhaps South America. The proposed medical 

research centre would in fact have to serve possibly more than two-thirds of 

the population of the world. The report mentioned that it would deal with 

the health problems that were of major importance to the whole world. She 

wondered, however, whether setting up a WHO research centre was the right way of 

dealing with such problems• 
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With regard to the three divisions proposed for the centre: epidemiology seemed 

too wide a problem to be solved within a centre and the co-operation among world 

scientists that was needed could be better achieved by more international conferences, 

exchange visits between research centres, seminars and other means• The same could 

be said for biomedical research. For communicating information and .the results of 

scientific and health research, a clearing-house could be set up to collate the work 

of national institutions all over the world. She could not, however, support what 

was proposed for the Division of Communications Science and Technology, since it would 

mean introducing subjects that, were already being dealt with by other institutions. 

She was not opposed to the idea of a WHO research centre - indeed its 

existence would have an excellent propaganda value - but the project was too idealistic. 

The vast masses of people could not wait until the research centre had produced 

results: their needs were immediate. They had to cope with malaria^ smallpox, 

enteric diseases, eye diseases; they frequently lived in extremely unhygienic 

conditions• What they needed was vast supplies of medicaments and drugs to deal 

with their sicknesses. More important than the research centre, for them, was 

their need for the bare essentials of life: milk for the children and food for all. 

As to the cost of the project^ an amount of some $ 3 500 000 was indicated for 

the first year, increasing to $ 32 500 000 between the fifth and tenth years. But 

what would happen after that? Would an annual amount of some $ 30 000 000 have 

to be found each year for ever? She doubted the possibility of collecting enough 
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morïey, especially from "those who would rather provide milk for children. It might 

be a better idea for those States that were interested to establish a centre on the 

lines of the European Organization for Nuclear Research. She TOuld support such an 

idea, and her country would welcome research workers from such a centre and given them 

every assistance. 

With regard to the question of staffing such a centre, many of the highly 

developed countries were well supplied with doctors and medical personnel. Other 

countries, however, were not so fortunate• In Indonesia, for example, the shortage 

of -doctors was so acute that women from the villages had to be trained to assist in 

child-birth - over 22 000 had been trained already. Thus many countries ̂  like her 

own, would like to benefit from the project by affiliation or closer co-operation 

but would not be able to contribute to it. 

Professor ZDANOV wished to add three important points to his statement of the 

previous day, they were in the form of questions. First, were the scientists 

ready for co-operation of the kind proposed? Secondly^ was WHO prepared to co-ordinate 

the kind of activities envisaged? Thirdly, were the States themselves ready to 

co-operate in such a field? 

The first question could certainly be answered in the affirmative, for there 

was already extensive co-operation among scientists in different technical fields, 

without any political or racial problems. Examples were the International 

Geophysical Year, the joint antarctic expeditions and the Year of the Quiet Sun. 
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The second question, too, could also be answered in the affirmative, with one 

qualification; the project presented to the Board needed perfecting in one particular, 

as he had indicated in his remarks at an earlier meeting
 # 

In principle, the third question could also be answered affirmatively. WHO 

itself was an excellent example of co-operation between countries in different parts 

of the world, at different stages of development, different levels of prosperity, 

and with different political systems• The only obstacles were financial, for many 

countries laboured under the burden of the armaments race» If complete and general 

disarmament could be obtained, or even progress towards such a disarmament, then large 

funds could be released for other purposes (particularly those mentioned by 

Dr Subandrio) and also for the proposals in the report. Lest he should be thought 

unrealistic, he would recall that the recent test ban treaty in Moscow^ would have 

been thought completely impossible three years earliér
#
 That treaty should be 

kept in mind as an example, for everyone seemed to think that concerted action 

was difficult. 

In his opinion and he was not alone in being optimistic, WHO should be prepared 

to step in the moment the time was ripe. When disarmament produced its first 

fruits 一 as soon as funds became available from partial disarmament - WHO should 

start finanoing a host of projects to promote increased prosperity and well-being 

of the kind described by Dr Suoandrio, and also scientific activities. He was sure 

that every country would be ready to participate• 
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For all those reasons, the studies already undertaken by the Director-General -

and admirably outlined by him the previous day - should be pursued. As a technical 

organization, WHO should be ready to enjoy the technical and scientific fruits of 

major political decisions. And the decision that would bring the most benefit to 

humanity was general and complete disarmament - or even the first steps towards 

disarmament • 

Dr KAPLAN (Special Adviser on Research Development) said that he hoped to set 

straight certain mis interpretations of the intent，as well as of the content, o£ 

the document; and to clarify for the members of the Board the thinking of the very 

distinguished group of scientists that had gone into a final formulation of the 

proposal. He paid a tribute to the work of the considerable number of outstanding 

scientists who had contributed their services wholeheartedly during the past year 

to the study in question. 

The report reflected profound dissatisfaction and concern at the state of 

knowledge on the problems it considered, and this was the view not only of those 

who had participated in the study and preparation of the report but also of the 

expert scientific committees and advisory groups that had served WHO, including 

the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. The scientific recommendations c.nd 

opinions of all the groups had been drawn upon in delineating the large gaps in 

knowledge in the various subjects treated^ and the possible approaches to their 

solution. He would combine the points raised for the purpose of answering them. 
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With regard to the reasons for the study he would refer members to the 

statement by the Director-General at the Sixteenth World Health Assembly (pages 1 and 

2 of document EB53/27)* The Director-General
 r

s expressed concern was based on a 

review of the recommendations, made by the WHO expert committees, scientific advisory 

groups and the Advisory Committee on Medical Research, that epidemiological studies 

of major communicable and non-communicable diseases, the adequate reception and 

dissemination of health information and, in particular, the world-wide and largely 

unknown problem of environmental pollutants (particularly those of a mutagenic and 

carcinogenic nature) were not being dealt with at all adequately and could not be 

handled by the conventional methods being used and at the disposal of the Organization 

until now* The scientific advisers had been charged by the Director-General to bear 

foremost in mind, when considering possible measures to be taken, what WHO could 

accomplish which no national effort could match• 

The function of the proposed World Health Research Centre would be to develop 

knowledge that did not exist at present on the various problems
#
 The scientific 

advisers had projected what they considered to be the most intelligent and rational 

approach for obtaining answers to the problems posed, bearing in mind that they were 

dealing with an effort which, as pointed out by the Director-General in his 

introductory statement, went far beyond their lifetime. He stressed the long-range 

nature and requirements of the research involved and the lack of dogmatism in the 

thinking of the scientists, who had realized the complexity of the problems involved 

and the need for flexibility in approaches to solve them. The document before the 

Board attempted therefore to convey only in broad outline the scientific approaches 

to be followed. 
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During the study it had -become clear .that the problems could be grouped under 

three principal headings: epidemiology, health communications, and biomedical 

research, .. . ； ： ....、 . 、 • 
• •. •••-• •. ... • -i. .... • * ： •：•••• . . . - • 

First, epidemiology - the study of health and disease patterns in different 

population groups throughout the world. The- document attempted to cover briefly 

the gross deficiencies in knowledge of epidemiological methodology and the type of 

problems that could best, and perhaps only, be approached by epidemiological techniques. 

Pages 7-11 and Annex 1 set forth, suggested approaches and the fields of activity to 

which priority should be given in laboratory and field studies. It was generally 

acknowledged, and had been repeatedly stressed by WHO scientific advisory groups 

-end expert committees, how little dependable information was available on disease 

and health patterns in large population groups and how great was the need to improve 

methodology and thus the dependability of the information obtained* Health 

administrators had to cpntinue to meet their daily pressing problems at the same 

time as new methods were being developed and plans made for the gathering of 

fundamental base-line data о It was necessary to emerge from the era of guesswork 

and ad hoc measures. In addition to opening the way for a more scientific and 

accurate appreciation of health problems and priorities in the various countries, 

it would also give a.starting point for the recording of genetic and somatic 

changes in population groups for an intelligent systematic study of the variety of 

factors： affaeting the health and genetic constitution of the peoples of the world. 

Such a- study would be invaluable with respect to the largely urücnoWn and unexplored 

problems-of environmental pollutants. It was clear that national groups could 
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not carry out that work, and only through development and application of 

scientific methods internatioñally could progress be made. 

With regard to the laboratory for tropical diseases mentioned in the report, 

the scientific advisers had been acutely aware of the poor state of knowledge on 

the major tropical diseases, particularly parasitic infections, that plagued 

the developing countries; they considered that the best solution would be for 

a laboratory in that field to be set up within the World Health Research Centre, 

Field stations and collaborating laboratories were also envisaged, to work on 

particular disease problems such as schistosomiasis and other parasitic infections» 

The highly technical work and fundamental research required would be carried out 

within the centre, which would also servé as a comprehensive training centre not 

available elsewhere for workers, particularly from developing countries^ 

With regard to the proposed Division of Communications Science and Technology, 

he statedj, in reply to the point made by Professor Aujaleu, that the somewhat 

awkward title had been adopted partly because of the difficulty of translating 

into French what was understood by the term "communications” (often referred to 

as "cybernetics" in Russian terminology) » Dr Watt, had also alluded to the need 

for improved communications• He would not attempt to defend the presentation made 

in the document on the subject, since the study had been carried out by world-

recognized authorities in that field. He could however assure the Board that 

medical science was only just beginning to glimpse the enormous potentialities of 

theory and practice in the collection, processing and retrieval of health and 
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biomedical information. He was sure that, if the relevant section of the 

report was discussed with any of the authorities in the field, in the countries 

from which members of the Board came, the response to the programme elaborated 

would be positive. Methods had to be developed involving subjects that were some-

what alien to health scientists e , g” pure and applied mathematics, physics^ and 

electronic engineering, but there was no doubt that organization and research 

action along.the lines set forth in the document was absolutely necessary if 

progress was to be made. 

V 

Professor Zdanov at the previous meeting had mentioned the. remarkable 

organization employing over eight thousand people tor handling scientific 

information in the USSR. He waç sure however that the USSR authorities were 

not content with the present state of affairs. Advanced specialists in the 

field were grappling with enormous problems, as was clear from the report. 

Valuable time would be saved if the projected centre could serve as a .link and 

co-ordinate national efforts. A cable "hook-up" of major medical and health 

science information centres throughout the world with the World Health.R^çearch 

Centre was in fact envisaged for the future. Excerpta Medica, also mentioned 
V" 

by Professor Zdanov, would of course be closely linked with that communications 

network• 

With regard to the proposed Division of Biomedical Research, it was fully 

realized that： that term was broad, but the reason for its use was given in .the 

document• The laboratory for biomedical research planned to meet the priority, 

problems of induced mutations and toxicities would serve equally well as a sound 

basis for future extension into other biomedical research fields, as knowledge 
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progressed and when the governing bodies considered such expansion appropriate• 

Work on induced mutations and toxicities would comprise some two-thirds of the 

work of the Division of Biomedical Research. It was precisely in that domain 

that the animal facilities required and the work outlined were beyond the 

capacity or willingness of any single country or group of countries• 

It was commonly agreed that the problem of chemical mutagenesis in connexion 

with environmental pollutants, especially carcinogens, was vast and complex, and 

that it had international aspects that national effort could not touch: indeed 

the only country that had been able to make any appreciable start had been able 

to cover only a small fraction of the ground. He was not referring to more 

superficial aspects, such as the toxicological, but to experimentation with 

long-term, low-level exposure as described in the report. It was of necessity 

a long-range undertaking - as long as man continued to interfere with his 

environment by way of industrial wastes, new drugs, chemicals, and biological 

products. The book The Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson, should not receive 

priority credit, except perhaps for informing the public at large, since the 

problem of chemical mutagenesis and toxicities had been causing concern for 

several years among leading scientific and health authorities. Drug 

toxicities, environmental pollutants, the large-scale use of therapeutic 

substances and biological preparations, as well as common chemicals known to 

cause chromosome breaks, demanded investigation over long periods of time； 

the scientific advisers had set forth, the requirements and the direction such 

investigations should take
# 
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Professor Aujaleu
1

s comprehension of the importance of the fundamental 

biology work projected for the centre was greatly welcomed. As to his query as 

to whether that was perhaps an activity that might best be followed in national 

laboratories， the scientific advisers had considered that national efforts were of 

the utmost importance, but no national effort was meeting, nor probably could meet, 

the needs of the fundamental biologists themselves and the new generation of field 

workers that had to be trained. 

A European Molecular Biology Organization had been established in September 

1963, and one of its main efforts was being directed towards the setting-up of an 

international laboratory carrying out the type of work outlined in Annex page 斗 

(section B)， because no national effort envisaged could bring together the 

diversity of scientific talent and facilities required. Although scientists 

universally recognized that the greatest leaps forward in the knowledge of basic 

disease processes would come from the intensive exploitation of work in fundamental 

biology, no country had been able to - and probably could not - approach the set-

up envisaged in the report• Even if such a laboratory were established in one country, 

it would not match the setting it would find within the proposed World Health Research 

Centre, with the reciprocal advantages of the epidemiological and communications 

divisions « 

The fallacy of the argument that Member countries would be denuded of the 

few trained scientists available ves clear from the experience at the European 

Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN) where> after the first year or two, extremely 

well-trained men had returned to their countries to provide a focus of research of 

high excellence in government laboratories, universities and industry. The World 

Health Research Centre would have a larger pool of excellent biologists to draw 
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upon iii the first instance than CERN had had of physicists and electronic 

engineers
 %
 He would be glad to supply members of the Board interested with 

impressive figures of the number of trained scientists returning from CERN to 

the laboratories of their member countries. The policy of the proposed research 

centre would be adjusted to achieve analogous results. 

In conclusion he said that he hoped he had begun to do justice to the 

splendid contributions made by WHO scientific advisory groups, expert committees 

and consultants, whose members had devoted their efforts and talents to delineating 

the scientific problems in the various fields covered in the report, and to the 

distinguished scientific advisers who had so unselfishly contributed their 

services towards making medical and public health research more of a science 

and less of an art, art still being required, however, by the physician in 

regard to the.individual patient. 

It had been encouraging to the Director-General to receive expressions of 

the highest regard for the scientific validity of the proposals made in the 

report, from other outstanding scientists not directly involved in the study. 

Some reservations and differences of opinion had been expressed, but the 

main outline and direction given in the report had for the most part received full 

support• 

The problems facing the world, and which could be ignored only at great risk 

for the well-being of mankind, would not disappear of their own volition. 

They had to be faced and appropriate action was required. 
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At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Dr PEREZ-VITORIA (United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization) said that UNESCO was in process of expanding 

its programme in natural sciences to give it the same scope and importance as the 

education programme in recent years. The Director-General of UNESCO was very 

interested in the prospect of a special programme to promote international health 

and biomedical research, and the proposed World Health Research Centre, which 

covered fields in which UNESCO had been working for some time. 

Under its Constitution, UNESCO, as the member of the United Nations family 

responsible for research in the fundamental sciences - and therefore in the 

biological sciences - had for some years conducted a programme of activities in 

cellular biology which had included the special field of laboratory animals. In 

the past two years those activities had increased with the setting-up under UNESCO 

auspices of the International Cellular Research Organization (ICRO), and the two 

organizations had co-operated in a joint programme that included courses and 

seminars, assistance to research teams, assistance in the development of new 

techniques, fellowships, and establishment of regional centres, such as the centre 

for biological sciences shortly to be set up in Latin America, on the lines of the 

other regional centres in the fundamental sciences. In that way a network of 

research laboratories had been set up through which the existing research•centres 

organized joint research programmes, interchange of research workers, and fellow-

ships . UNESCO
1

s co-ordination work was conducted with the assistance and advice 

of seven scientific sub-committees, whose members included outstanding scientists 

from all parts of the world. 
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UNESCO also had an extensive programme in scientific training, a field in 

which WHO wished to establish certain specialized documentation services, and 

representatives of WHO usually participated in the UNESCO working groups on the 

subject. 

UNESCO also had a comprehensive programme in social sciences - another subject 

mentioned in the project under discussion. 

In drawing attention to the activities he had mentioned, he was not trying to 

praise UNESCO or to claim exclusive rights for that organization, but to make those 

activities known, to establish UNESCO's interest at the outset, and to ensure that 

UNESCO's experience^ scientific contacts, programme of work and scientific committees 

were borne in mind. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that Dr Karefa-Smart，at the previous meeting, and 

Dr Subandrio at the current meeting, had raised some important points in connexion 

with the budget. It was clearly not the intention that the costs of the proposed 

World Health Research Centre should be paid by all Member States of the Organization 

directly. All should participate, but there was nothing to prevent certain 

countries from making special contributions in order to support a certain activity 

by WHO. That possibility had been investigated legally and it had been found that, 

in virtue of Articles 19 and 20 of the Constitution, Member States could adopt 

conventions or agreements on any matter within the competence of the Organization. 

The area in question was not different from the ones mentioned by Dr Subandrio and 

Dr Karefa-Smart, and it was clear that the less developed countries could make a 

great contribution if any effort in research had to be made. Contributions were 

not necessarily confined to money. 
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Dr Watt had spoken of research at the national level. That was of course 

extremely important and nothing could be done without the co-operation of the 

government and its contribution within its own set-up. That did not mean 

necessarily a contribution to the budget. The proposed centre might be maintained 

in several ways• In preparing three solutions, the Secretariat had had in mind 

what had been termed the "untimely burden" which would fall on countries that found 

themselves currently unable to contribute more to WHO. 

Where the actual size of the budget was concerned, he recalled that recently a 

group of eminent scientists had reported to the President of a Member State that if 

countries contributed one-half of one per cent, of their armament budgets to 

research, something could be done about the problem of cancer. He mentioned that 

report only because when six countries together budgeted for work on that subject, 

they budgeted in terms of some $ 500 000 000 per annum, so far as memory served him 

(he did not have the exact figures to hand) . In the light of those figures, he 

did not think that the proposed $ 32 ООО 000 should be regarded as a large budget, 

being less than one-tenth of the sum which could be devoted to a single problem -

cancer. 

He had mentioned that point because it was related to another. The countries 

of the world were not satisfied with the current situation. That was evident from 

the late President Kennedy's address to the General Assembly of the United Nations 

on 20 September 196) when, reviewing work in progress to forward the United Nations 

Development Decade, he had made specific reference, in connexion with the work 

remaining to be done, to a project of the kind currently before the Board. The 
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President had said that "a world centre for health communications in the World 

Health Organization could warn of epidemics and the adverse effects of certain 

drugs as well as transmit the results of new experiments and new discoveries". 

The statement；reflected a clear need for more activities in the field of health 

communications. In the same speech, the President had further referred to 

regional research centres which could advance common medical knowledge and train 

new scientists and doctors for new nations. A little later he had referred to the 

prevention of contamination of air and water by industrial and nuclear pollution. 

The renewed interest, at the highest level, in the problem of cancer had 

shown that it was possible for statesmen to realize the need for international 

action. He had in mind also an international scientific institute recently 

founded in Europe, but which had an executive committee composed of scientists from 

different regions of the world and representing шалу countries; that also bore 

witness to interest in international biomedical research. 

The examples he had given showed that the proposal before the Board was not a 

romantic dream, nor yet was it as revolutionary as it might have appeared. It was 

a step, the necessity for which was already recognized by persons highly placed in 

governments• 

The Board should consider the document before it as the Organization's effort 

to visualize future problems and to seek a solution of those currently facing the 

world of research. Although it was more difficult to win approval for long-term 

research than for projects where results would be immediately forthcomings the 

Board should bear in mind that unless the necessary fundamental research was under-

taken, there would be no solution to many of the problems of the present day. 
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The CHAIRMAN said that, after the discussions at the previous meetings two new 

draft resolutions had been prepared, superseding those previously before the Board. 

The first, proposed by Dr Al-Wahbi, Dr Turbott and Dr Vannugli, read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Realizing the need for a broad co-ordinated and accelerated research 
attack on major health problems ； 

Having considered the report of scientific advisers on special 
development of international health and biomedical research; and 

Consideringth.at. more detailed irformation is needea before reaching 
a decision, 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the study of this subject for 
further discussion at a future session of the Executive Board, bearing in 
mind the discussion at its thirty-third session; and 

2. TRANSMITS the report to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly for its 
information, together with the record of th« discussions of the subject in 
the Board. 

• • 

The second, proposed by Dr Evang and amended by Professor Zdanov^ read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Realizing the need for a broad co-ordinated and accelerated researchL.attack 
on major health problems; and 

Having considered the report of scientific advisers on special 
development of international health and biomedical research, 

1. TRANSMITS the report to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly for its 
information，together with the record of the discussions of the subject in 
the Board; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the study of this subject 
for further discussion at a future session of the Executive Board; and 

THANKS the Director-General and the scientific advisers for the study-
conducted. 

V 

Professor ZDANOV suggested that it would be possible to combine the two draft 

resolutions. 
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Dr EVANG said that, personally, he could accept the insertion, in the draft 

resolution he was sponsoring, of the third paragraph of the preamble to the other 

proposal. He could also accept the deletion of the words "for further discussion 

at a future session of the Executive Board" from paragraph 2 of the operative part. 

V 
Professor ZDANOV also accepted those amendments. 

Dr VANNUGLI, alternate to Professor Canaperia^ said he shared the opinion of 

Professor Zdanov that the two texts could be reconciled. He would suggest however 

that the final text should include operative paragraph 3 of the resolution by 

V 
Dr Evang and Professor Zdanov, namely the expression of thanks• 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the texts might be combined by taking the preamble 

to the draft resolution sponsored by Dr Al-Wahbi, Dr Turbott and Dr Vannugli, and 

V 

following it by operative paragraphs 1 and 2 from Dr Evang and Professor Zdanov's 

draft as amended, along with operative paragraph 3 from the same draft. 

Dr TURBOTT, speaking for Dr Al-Wahbi and himself, said he could not accept the 

deletion of the reference to further discussion in the Executive Board. It would 

be wise for the Executive Board to have another opportunity of reviewing the question 

and useful for it to make known to the World Health Assembly its intention to do so. 

Consequently, he could not agree to the Chairman's suggestion• 

In reply to Dr SUBANDRIO, the CHAIRMAN explained that the phrase "for its 

information" merely meant that the Board was informing the World Health Assembly 

about its discussions• 
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Dr EVANG explained that he had accepted the deletion of the reference to future 

sessions of the Executive Board because, in the context, it might te interpreted as 

an instruct ion tó the World Health Assembly, which was beyond the powers of the Board. 

The CHAIRMAN also thought it might give that impression. As the Director-General 

was to continue with his study, the results of it would come back to the Board in 

the ordinary course of events. 

Dr TURBOTT suggested that, if so, there could be no objection to maintaining 

the reference• -

Dr SUBANDRIO, recalling her previous question, asked whether the transmittal of 

information would give rise to discussion in the Seventeenth World Health Assembly and 

whether, if that were not the desire of the Board, the Director-General could not be 

instructed to keep Member States informed. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that all the Executive Board documents were automatically 

sent to all Member States. 

Dr SUBANDRIO suggested that, if the Board wished the item to be discussed at the 

World Health Assembly, another form of words should be used and reference might be made, 

at the same time, to the transmittal of the information to all Member States. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the response he personally expected from the Seventeenth 

World Health Assembly was that it would take note of the report. 
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In reply to the CHAIRMAN， Dr VANNUGLI, alternate to Professor Canaperia, said 

that he could support either of the draft resolutions. He suggested, however, that 

the order of the operative paragraphs should be changed so that the request came 

first, the transmittal second, and the thanks third, 

Dr KAREPA-SMART suggested that there was no need for reference to the discussions 

of the Executive Board at its thirty-third session in two consecutive operative 

paragraphs of the draft resolution proposed by Dr Al-Wahbi, Dr Turbott and Dr Vannugli. 

He therefore proposed its deletion from operative paragraph 1. 

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr KAREPA-SMART confirmed that his proposal did not 

apply to the draft resolution proposed by Dr Evang and amended by Professor Zdanov• 

Dr AL-WAHBI said that he and Dr Turbott accepted Dr Karefa-Smart
1

 s amendment. 

They also accepted the addition of a third operative paragraph of thanks. They could 

not agree
д
 however, to the deletion of any mention of future discussion in the 

Executive Board, as the Board would be failing in its duty to the Health Assembly if 

it did not make itself clear on the stage reached in its discussions. 

Mr BAUER, alternate to Dr Lay ton, said that a discussion in the World Health 

Assembly at a time when the Board had not finished its study might cause a fair weight 

of negative opinion to build up 一 which would not be a good thing; alternatively it 

might mean that a slow, premature or ill-considered start was made, which would be 

equally dangerous. There was， in the report of the scientific advisers, a large amount 

of information on the scientific aspects of the proposal, but little or nothing on some 

of the questions to which governments would require answers• He therefore suggested, 

informally, that the request to the Director-General be completed by an invitation 

to Member States and Associate Members to send in comments and inquiries. 
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Dr SUBANDRIO suggested that reference be made, in the transmittal, to the 

session at which the Board discussed the matter, for ease of reference to 

documentation. 

Dr AL-WAHBI accepted that amendment on behalf of the sponsors of the draft. 

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr EVANG said that he accepted Mr Bauer's and 

Dr Subandrio
1

 s amendments. 

Miss TRANNOY, alternate to Professor Aujaleu, suggested that as the main 

difference between the two drafts seemed to be the invitation to Member States and 

Associate Members to comment, which seemed rather premature at the moment, it should 

not be impossible to reach agreement on a single text - to the great advantage of 

any future discussions• 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the reference to further discussion in the 

Executive Board was a very material difference of great importance for the future. 

Dr WATT said that the important point was that raised by Dr Subandrio: whether 

or not the Board wished the Health Assembly to discuss the report. He thought it 

was not the wish of the Board that the Health Assembly should discuss it before the 

Board had been able to study it further and make a substantial re с ommenda t ion. He 

would wish the recommendation to the Health Assembly clearly to suggest that the 

subject was not ready for discussion for the present. , 

The CHAIRMAN said that either of the draft resolutions would constitute an 

invitation to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly to discuss the question. 
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Dr TURBOTT explained that he had insisted on the reference to future discussion 

in the Executive Board being maintained for precisely that reason. 

Miss TRANNOY, alternate to Professor Aujaleu, shared the views of Dr Watt but 

considered that the introduction into Dr Evang's resolution of the third paragraph 

of the preamble of the draft resolution proposed by Dr Al-Wahbi, Dr Turbott and 

Dr Vannugli made the situation clear. It was important that the World Health Assembly 

should not take a final decision before the Executive Board had had an opportunity 

to go into the matter further. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that the Board was not empowered to instruct the 

Health Assembly in any matter: it could only tender its advice. The major point of 

difference between the two drafts was the one singled out by the Chairman• If 

necessary, the Board could quite simply decide which draft resolution it preferred by 

vote • 

Dr EVANG expressed his surprise that there could be any difference of opinion on 

the subject. The report before the Board had been prepared by a group of scientific 

advisers and not by Member States and was obviously not a basis on which the Health 

Assembly should take a final decision before the Board had been able to offer it 

firm advice. 

Dr WATT proposed an adjournment to enable the sponsors of the two draft resolutions 

to try to reconcile the two texts in the light of the discussion. 
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The CHAIRMAN suggested that further discussion be postponed until a subsequent 

meeting, at which the Board would have one or two new. drafts according to whether or 

not the sponsors of the two resolutions had been able to reach agreement. 

It was so agreed. (See thirteenth meeting, section 2 «) 

2. REPORT ON EXPERT COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Item 2.2 of the Agenda. (Dcxîumôn.t^EB32/26) 

Dr DOROT.T.Ej Deputy Director-General, introduced the Director-General
!

 s report 

contained in document EB33/26. 

In compliance with paragraph 10.6 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels 

and Committees, the Director-General had to report to the :Executive Board on the 

action to be taken with reference to the meetings of expert committees that had taken 

place since the last session of the Board. 

As requested by the Board, the report contained for each expert committee a 

brief account, entitled "Background information"
 y
 of the - work previously carried .'out 

by the expert committee concerned, followed by a summary of the report, a summary 

of the Committee
f

s recommendations, and finally (in conformity with the regulations 

governing expert committees) an indication of the implications for the Organization、 

programme. 

There were the following nine expert committees, for which documentation was 

available in the two working languages: 

(1) Expert Committee on Gonococcal Infections - the importance of the subject 

had been stressed during the present session, both in the Standing Committee 

on Administration and Finance and in the Board; 
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(2) Expert Committee on Insecticides - the report was the fourth in the 

series, the importance of which had been stressed on various occasions in 

the course of the debates； 

⑶ Joint PAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives - the report was 

accompanied by voluminous technical annexes which time had not permitted to 

have translated; 

(4) Expert Committee on Maternal and Child Health (Social Aspects in the 

Teaching of Obstetrics and Gynaecology) - the report dealt mainly with those 

social aspects, and recommended ways of improving the teaching of the two 

disciplines in medical schools; 

(5) Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical 

and Auxiliary Personnel (Promotion of Medical Practitioners' Interest in 

preventive Medicine) - the Committee recommended that to permit the general 

practitioner to play his proper part in the health services, medical schools 

must prepare him for such a task, and medical associations and health authorities 

must give him the support he required; 

(6) PAO/WHO Expert Panel on Veterinary Education (of which the title was 

not fully in line with WHO terminology because a compromise had had to be 

found between that and FAO terminology) - the recommendations concerned the 

training of veterinarians and teachers in veterinary schools; 

(7) Expert Committee on the Rehabilitation of Patients with Cardiovascular 

Diseases； 

(8) Expert Committee on General Practice - the Committee
f

s recommendations 

were that WHO should study the organization, operation, efficiency and 

acceptability of general practice in as many forms as possible and over a 

wide area; 
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(9) Expert Committee on Malaria - reference to the recommendations of 

this Committee had been made on various occasions during the discussions 

on the Board. 

In conclusion, he said that the Secretariat and the Assistant Directors -General 

concerned would be happy to provide any additional details the Executive Board 

might require • 

In the absence of comments on the report, the CHAIRMAN read out the following 

draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on expert 
committee meetings, 

1. NOTES the report of the Director-General; and 

2. THANKS those members of the expert advisory panels who have taken 
part in these meetings. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted.1 

The meeting rose at 1 2 Q 5 Р*пь 

1

 Resolution EB53 -R20 . 
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1. REPORT OF SCIENTIFIC ADVISERS ON SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL HEALTH AND 
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH: Item 2Л.2 of the Agenda (continued) (Documents EB))/27 
and Add.l, EB53/wp/6, EB33/wp/7 and EB33/wp/8) , 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Board to continue discussion of the report of the 

scientific advisers• 

Dr SUBANDRIO said that the previous day's discussion had covered a wide 

scope and a vast number of points had been made both in favour and against the 

report of the scientific advisers. There were many arguments in favour of Ш0 

embarking on more specialized research than in the past. Everyone was agreed 

that the Organization should concentrate more on co-ordinating research with a 

view to improving health services for the benefit of the people of the world, 

Dr Watt, for example, had outlined WHO'S task very clearly
5
 She herself, 

however^ wished to speak as a member of a region with a large and very mixed 

population• 

In considering the report^ it was important not to forget that WHO wished 

to provide the best possible assistance for the more developed and the less 

developed countries, and to promote health among the vast masses in such 

continents as Asia, Africa and perhaps South America. The proposed medical 

research centre would in fact have to serve possibly more than two-thirds of 

the population of the world. The report mentioned that it would deal with 

the health problems that were of major importance to the whole world. She 

wondered, howeverwhether setting up a WHO research contre was the right way of 

dealing with such problems
 # 



With regard to the three divisions proposed for the centre: epidemiology seemed 

too wide a problem to be solved within a centre and the co-operation among world 

scientists, that was needed could be better achieved try more international conferences 

exchange visits between research centres, seminars and other means. The same could 

be said for biomedical research. For communicating information and the results of 

scientific and health research, a clearing-house could be set up to collate the work 

of national institutions all over the worl(J. She could not, ho we ver ̂ support what 

was proposed for the vision of communications science and technology, since it would 

mean introducing subjects that were already being dealt with by other institutions• 

,She was not opposed to the idea of a WHO research centre 一indeed its •. 

existence would have an excellent propaganda value 一 but the project was too 

idealistic. The vast masses of people could not wait until the research centre 

had produced results : their needs were immediate. They had to cope with malaria, 

smallpox, enteric diseases, eye diséases; they frequently lived in extremely 

unhygienic conditions• What they needed was vast supplies of medicaments and 

drugs to deal with their sicknesses. More important than the research centre, 

for them， was their need for the bare essentials of life: milk for the children and 

food for all• 

As to the cost of the project, an amount of some $ 3 500 000 was indicated for 

the first year, increasing to $ 32 500 000 between the fifth and tenth years. But 

what would happen after that? Would an annual amount of some $ )0 000 000 have 

to be found each year for ever? She doubted the possibility of collecting enough 



money y especially from those who would rather provide milk for children. It might 

be a better idea for those States that were interested to establish a centre on the 

lines of the European Centre for Nuclear Research, She would support such an idea, 

and her country would welcome research workers from such a centre and given them 

every assistance. 

With regard to the question of staffing such a centre, many of the highly 

developed countries were well supplied with doctors and medical personnel
Ф
 Other 

countries, however
9
 were not so fortunate. In Indonesia, for example，the shortage 

of doctors was so acute that women from the villages had to be trained to assist in 

child-birth - over 22 000 had been trained already • Thus many countries
 3
 like her 

own, would like to benefit from the project by affiliation or closer co-operation 

but would not be able to contribute to it. 

Professor ZDANOV wished to add three important points to his statement of the 

previous day， they were in the form of questions• First, were the scientists 

ready for co-operation of the kind proposed? Secondly, was WHO prepared to co-ordinate 

the kind of activities envisaged? Thirdly^ were the States themselves ready to 

co-operate in such a field? 

The first question could certainly be answered in the affirmative, for there 

was already extensive co-operation among scientists in different technical fields, 

without any political or racial problems, Examples were the International 

Geophybical Year, the joint antarctic expeditions and the Year of the Quiet Sun, 



The second question, too, could also be answered in the affirmative, with one 

qualification: the project presented to the Board needed perfecting in one particular 

as he had indicated in his remarks at an earlier meeting. 

In principle, the third question could also be answered affirmatively. WHO 

itself was an excellent example of co-operation between countries in different parts 

of the world, at different stages of development, different levels of prosperity, 

and with different political systems, The only obstacles were financial, for many 

countries laboured under the burden of the armaments race. If complete and general 

disarmament could be obtained, or even progress towards such a disarmament, then large 

funds could be released for other purposes (particularly those mentioned by 

Dr Subandrio) and also for the proposals in the report• Lest he should be thought 

unrealistic, he would recall that the recent test ban treaty in Moscow， would have 

been thought completely impossible three years earlier. That treaty should be 

kept in mind as an example, for everyone seemed to think that concerted action 

was difficult. 

In his opinion and he was not alone in being optimistic ̂  WHO should be prepared 

to step in the moment the time was ripe. When disarmament produced its first 

fruits - as soon as funds became available from partial disarmament - WHO should 

start financing a host of projects to promote increased prosperity and well-being 

of the kind described by Dr Subandrio^ and also scientific activities. He was sure 

that every country would be ready to participate. 



For all those reasons, the studies already undertaken by the Director-General -

and admirably outlined by him the previous day 一 should be pursued. As a technical 

organization, WHO should be ready to enjoy the technical and scientific fruits of 

major political decisions• And the decision that would bring the most benefit to 

humanity was general and complete disarmament - or even the first steps towards 

disarmament• 

Dr KAPLAN (Special Adviser on Research Development) said that he hoped to set 

straight certain mis interpretations of the intent, as well as of the content, of 

the document; and to clarify for the members of the Board the thinking of the very 

distinguished group of scientists that had gone into a final formulation of the 

proposal. He paid a tribute to the work of the considerable number of outstanding 

scientists who had contributed their services wholeheartedly during the past year 

to the study in question• 

The report reflected profound dissatisfaction and concern at the state of 

knowledge on the problems it considered, and this was the view not only of those 

who had participated in the study and preparation of the report but also of the 

expert scientific committees and advisory groups that had served WHO, including 

the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. The scientific recommendations and 

opinions of all the groups had been drawn upon in delineating the large gaps in 

knowledge in the various subjects treated,» and the possible approaches to their 

solution
e
 He would combine the points raised for the purpose of answering them» 



With regard to the reasons for the study^ he would refer members to the 

statement by the Dire с tor-General at the Sixteenth World Health Assembly (pages 1 and 

2 of document EH53/27)» The Director-General
f

s expressed concern was based on a 

review of the recommendations, made by the WHO expert committees, scientific advisory 

groups and the Advisory Committee on Medical Research, that epidemiological studies 

of major communicable and non-communicable diseases, the adequate reception and 

dissemination of health information and, in particular, the world-wide and largely 

unknown problem of environmental pollutants (particularly those of a mutagenic and 

carcinogenic nature) were not being dealt with at all adequately and could not be 

handled by the conventional methods being used and at the disposal of the Organization 

until now* The scientific, advisers, had been charged by the Dire с tor-General to bear 

foremost in mind, when considering possible measures to be taken, what WHO could 

accomplish which no national effort could match. 

"The function of the proposed World Health Research Centre would be to develop 

knowledge that did not exist at present on the various problems. The scientific 

advisers had projected what they considered to be the most intelligent and rational 

approach for obtaining answers to the problems posed, bearing in mind that they were 

dealing with an effort which, as pointed out by the Director-General in his 

introductory statement, went far beyond their lifetime. He stressed the long-range 

nature and requirements of the research involved and the lack of dogmatism in the 

thinking of the scientists, who had realized the complexity of the problems involved 

and the need for flexibility in approaches to solve them» The document before the 

Board attempted therefore to convey only in broad outline the scientific approaches 

to be followed. 



During the study it had become clear that the problems could be grouped under 

three principal headings : epidemiology, health communications, and biomedical 

research^ 

First, epidemiology - the study of health and disease patterns in different 

population groups throughout the world. The document attempted to cover briefly 

the gross deficiencies in knowledge of epidemiological methodology and the type of 

problems that could best, and perhaps only, be approached by epidemiological techniques 

Pages 7-11 and Annex 1 set forth suggested approaches and the fields of activity to 

which priority should be given in laboratory and field studies• It was generally 

acknowledged, and had been repeatedly stressed by WHO scientific advisory groups 

and expert committees, how little dependable information was available on disease 

and health patterns in large population groups and how great was the need to improve 

methodology and thus the dependability of the information obtained* Health 
• . 

administrators had to continue to meet their daily pressing problems at the same 

time as new methods were being developed and plans made for the gathering of 

fundamental base-line data* It was necessary to emerge from the era of guesswork 

and ad hoc measures. In addition to opening the way for a more scientific and 

accurate appreciation of health problems and priorities in the various countries, 

it would also give a starting point for the recording of genetic and somatic 

changes in population groups for an intelligent systematic study of the variety of 

factors affecting the health and genetic constitution of the peoples of the world. 

Such a study would be invaluable with respect to the largely unknown and unexplored 

problems of environmental pollutants. It was clear that national groups could 



not carry out that work, and only through development and application of 

scientific methods internationally could progress be made. 

With regard to the laboratory for tropical diseases mentioned in the report, 

the scientific advisers had been acutely aware of the poor state of knowledge on 

the major tropical diseases, particularly parasitic infections, that plagued 

‘• . . . - • ^ ... 
the developing countries; they considered that the best solution would be for 

a laboratory in that field to be set up within the World Health Research Centre• 

Field stations and collaborating laboratories were also envisaged, to work on 

particular disease problems such as schistosomiasis and other parasitic infections• 

The highly technical work and fundamental research required would be carried out 

within the centre, which would also serve as a comprehensive training centre not 

available elsewhere for workers, particularly from developing countries.. 

With regard to the proposed Division of Communications Science and Technology 
• ' . ' . . . . . . , • . • - • . . . . ‘ . 

he stated in reply to the point made by Professor Aujaleu, that the somewhat 

awkward title had been adopted partly because of the difficulty of translating 

into French what was understood by the term "communications" (often referred to 

as "cybernetics" in Russian terminology)^ Dr Watt had also alluded to the need 

for improved communications. He would not attempt to defend the presentation made 

in the document on the subject, since the study had been carried out by world-

recognized authorities in that field. He could however assure the Board that 

medical science was only just beginning to glimpse the enormous potentialities of 

theory and practice in the collection, processing and retrieval of health and 



biomedical information. He was sure that if the relevant section of the 

report was discussed with any of the authorities in the field, in the countries 

from which members of the Board came, the response to the programme elaborated 

would be positive• Methods had to be developed involving subjects that were some-

v/hat alien to health scientists e.g., pure and applied mathematics
9
 physics, and 

electronic engineering, but there was no doubt that organization and research 

action along the lines set forth in the document was absolutely necessary if 

progress was to be made, 

s/ 

Professor Zdanov at the previous meeting had mentioned the remarkable 

organization employing over eight thousand people for handling scientific 

information in the USSR, He was sure however that the USSR authorities were 

not content with the present state of affairs• Advanced specialists in the 

field were grappling with enormous problems, as was clear from the report. 

Valuable time would be saved if the projected centre could serve as a link and 

co-ordinate national efforts• A cable "hook-up" of major medical and health 

science information centres throughout the world with the World Health Research 

Centre was in fact envisaged for the future. Excerpta Medica, also mentioned 

by Professor Zdanov, would of course be closely linked with that communications 

network. 

With regard to the proposed provision of biomedical research, it was fully 

realized that that term was broad, but the reason for its use was given in the 

document. The laboratory for biomedical research planned to meet the priority 

problems of induced mutations and toxicities would serve equally well as a sound 

basis for future extension into other biomedical research fields, as knowledge 



progressed and when the governing bodies considered such expansion appropriate• 

Work on induced mutations and toxicities would comprise some two-thirds of the 

work of the Division of Biomedical Research. It was precisely in that domain 

that the animal facilities required and the work outlined were beyond the 

capacity or willingness of any single country or group of countries• 

It was commonly agreed that the problem of chemical mutagenesis in connexion 

with environmental pollutants, especially carcinogens, was vast and complex, and 

that it had international aspects that national effort could not touch: indeed 

the only country that had been able to make any appreciable start had been able 

to cover only a small fraction of the ground. He was not referring to more 

superficial aspects, such as the toxicological, but to experimentation with 

long-term, low-level exposure as described in the report• It was of necessity 

a long-range undertaking - as long as man continued to interfere with his 

environment by way of industrial wastes, new drugs, chemicals, and biological 
.
 ¡

 •； ‘ ；... . : 

products. The book The Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson, should not receive 

priority credit, except perhaps for informing the public at large, since the 

problem of chemical mutagenesis and toxicities had been causing concern for 

several years among leading scientific and health authorities• Drug 

toxicities, environmental pollutants, the large-scale use of therapeutic 

substances and biological preparations, as well as common chemicals known to 

cause chromosome breaks, demanded investigation over long periods of time； 

the scientific advisers had set forth the requirements and the direction such 

investigations should take
# 



Professor Aujaleu
1

 s comprehension of the importance of the fundamental 

biology work projected for the centre was greatly welcomed. As to his query 

as to whether that was perhaps an activity that might best be followed in 

national laboratories, the scientific advisers had considered that national 

efforts；-were of the utmost importance, but no national effort was meeting, nor 

probably could meet, the needs of the fundamental biologists themselves and the 

new generation of field workers that had to be trained, 

A European Molecular Biology Organization had been established in September 

196), and one of their main efforts was being directed towards the setting up 

of an international laboratory carrying out the type of work outlined in Annex 3, 

page 4 (section B), because no national effort envisaged could bring together 

the diversity of scientific talent and facilities required. Although scientists 

universally recognized that the greatest leaps forward in the knowledge of basic 

disease processes would come from the intensive exploitation of work in 

fundamental biology, no country had been able to - and probably could not -

approach the set-up envisaged in the report• Even if such a laboratory were 

established in one country, it could not match the setting it would find 

within the proposed World Health Research Centre, with the reciprocal advantages 

of the epidemiological and. communications divisions• 

The fallacy of the argument that Member countries would be denuded of the 

few trained scientists available was clear from the experience at the European 

Council of Nuclear Research (CERN) where, after the first year or two, extremely 

well-trained men had returned to their countries to provide a focus of research 

of high excellence in government laboratories, universities and industry• The 

World Health Centre would have a larger pool of excellent biologists to draw 



upon in the first instance than Œ R N had had of physicists and electronic 

engineers• He would be glad to supply members of the Board interested with 

impressive figures of the number of trained scientists returning from CERN to 

the laboratories of their member countries. The policy of the proposed research 

centre would be adjusted to achieve analogous results. 

In conclusion he said that he hoped he had begun to do justice to the 

splendid contributions made by WHO scientific advisory groups, expert committees 

and consultants, who had devoted their efforts and talents to delineating the 

scientific problems in the various fields covered in the report and to the 

distinguished scientific advisers who had so unselfishly contributed their 

services towards making medical and public health research more of a science 

and less of an art, art still being required, however, by the physician in 

regard to the individual patient• 

It had been encouraging to the Director-General to receive expressions of 

the highest regard for the scientific validity of the proposals made in the 

report, ft'om other outstanding scientists not directly involved in the study. 

Some reservations and differences of opinion had been expressed, but the 

main outline and direction given in the report had for the most part received 

full support• 

The problems facing the world, and which could be ignored only at great 

risk for the we 11-being of mankind, would not disappear of their own volitioru 

They had to be faced, and appropriate action was require 



At the invitation of the CHAIRMAN, Dr PEREZ VITOHÍA (United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization) said that UNESCO was In process of expanding 

its programme in natural sciences to give it the' same scope and importance as the 

education programme in recent years. The Director-General of UNESCO was very-

interested in the prospect of a special programme to promote international health 

and biomedical research, and the proposed World Centre for Health Research, which 

covered fields in which UNESCO had been working for some time с 

Under its Constitution„ UNESCO, as the member of the United Nations family 

responsible for research in the fundamental sciences - and therefore in the 

biological sciences - had for some years conducted a programme of activities in 

cellular biology which had included the special field of laboratory animals. In 

the past two years these activities had increased with the setting up under UNESCO 

auspices of the International Cellular Research Organization (ICRO), and the two 

organizations had co-operated in a joint programme that included courses and 

seminars, assistance to research teams, assistance in the development of new 

techniques, fellowships, and establishment of regional centres, such as the centre 

for biological sciences shortly to be set up"in Latin America/ on the lines of the 

other regional centres in the fundamental sciences. In that way a network of 

research laboratories had been set up through which the existing research centres 

organized joint research programmes, interchange of research workers, and fellow-

ships. UNESCO's co-ordination work was conducted with the assistance and advice 

of seven scientific sub-comrriittees, v/hose mérnbers included outstanding scientists from 

all-parts；of the world. 



UNESCO also had an extensive programme in scientific training, a field in 

which WHO wished to establish certain specialized documentation services^ and 

representatives of WHO usually participated in the UNESCO working groups on the 

subject. 

UNESCO also had a comprehensive programme in social sciences - another subject 

mentioned in the project under discussion. 

In drawing attention to the activities he had mentioned, he was not trying to 

praise UNESCO or to claim exclusive rights for that organization, but to make those 

activities known/ to establish UNESCO's interest at the outset, and to ensure that 

UNESCO's experience, scientific contacts, programme of work and scientific committees 

were borne in mind. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL recalled that Dr Karefa-Smart, at a previous meeting, and 

Dr Subandrio at the current meeting, had raised some important points in connexion 

with the budget. It was clearly not the intention that the costs of the proposed 

World Health Research Centre should Ьэ paid by all Member States of the Organization 

directly. All should participate, but there was nothing to prevent certain 

countries from making special contributions in order to support a certain activity 

by WHO. That possibility had been investigated legally and it had been found that, 

in virtue of Articles 19 and 20 of the Constitution, Member States could adopt 

conventions or agreements on any matter within the competence of the Organization. 

The area in question was not different from the ones mentioned by Dr Subandrio and 

Dr Karefa-Smart, and it was clear that the less developed countries could make a 

great contribution if any effort in research had to be made. Contributions were 

not necessarily confined to money. 



Dr Watt had spoken of research at the national level. That was of course 

extremely important and nothing could be done without the co-operation of the 

government and its contribution within its own set-up. That did not mean 

necessarily a contribution to the budget. The proposed centre might be maintained 

in several ways. In preparing three solutions, the Secretariat had had in mind 

what had been termed the “untimely burden" which would fall on countries that found 

themselves currently unable to contribute more to WHO. 

Where the actual size of the budget was concerned, he recalled that recently a 

group of eminent scientists had reported to the President of a Member State that if 

countries contributed one-half of one per cent. of their armament budgets to 

research, something could be done about the problem of cancer. He mentioned that 

report only because when six countries together budgeted for work on that subject, 

they budgeted in terms of some $ 500 ООО 000 per annum, so far as memory served him 

(he did not have the exact figures to hand) , In the light of those figures, he 

did not think that the proposed $ 32 ООО 000 should be regarded as a large budget, 

being less than one-tenth of the sum which could be devoted to a single problem -

cancer. 

He had mentioned that point because it was related to another。 The countries 

of the world were not satisfied with the current situation. That was evident from 

the late President Kennedy
1

 s address to the General Assembly of the United Nations 

on 20 September 196) when, reviewing work in progress to forward the United Nations 

Development Decade, he had made specific reference, in connexion with the work 

remaining to be done, to a project of the kind currently before the Board. The 



President had said that "a world centre for health communications in the World 

Health Organization could warn of epidemics and the adverse effects of certain 

drugs as well as transmit the results of new experiments and new discoveries". 

The statement reflected a clear need for more activities in the field of health 

communications. In the same speech, the President had further
1

 referred to 

regional research centres which could advance common medical knowledge and train 

new scientists and doctors for new nations. A little later he had referred to the 

prevention of contamination of air and water by industrial and nuclear pollution. 

The renewed interest, at the highest level, in the problem of cancer had 

shown that it was possible for statesmen to realize the need for international 

action. He had in mind also an international scientific institute recently 

.• ...... . , •、•;:• * .-̂r .. ... .、 .. ： . ..：..’ . '• г ...... . *-

founded in Europe, but which had an executive committee composed of scientists from 

different regions of the world and representing many countries; that also bore 

witness to interest in international biomedical research. 

The examples he had given showed that the proposal before the Board was not, a 

romantic dream, nor yet was it as revolutionary as it might have appeared. It was 

a step, the necëssity for which was already recognized by persons highly placed in 

governments. . 

The Board should consider the document before it as the Organization's effort 

to visualize future problems and to seek a solution of those currently facing the 

world of research. Although it was more difficult to win approval for long-term 

research than for projects where results would be immediately forthcoming, the 

Board should bear in mind that unless the necessary fundamental research was under-

taken, there would be no solution to many of the problems of the present day. 



The CHAIBMN said that, after the discussions at the previous meetings two new 

draft resolutions had been prepared, superseding those previously before the Board. 

The firstj proposed by Dr Al-Wahbi, Dr Turbott and Dr Vannugli, read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Realizing the need for a broad co-ordinated and accelerated research 
attack on major health problems; 

Having considered the report of scientific advisers on special 
development of international health and biomedical research; and 

Consideringthat.more detailed information is needed before reaching 
a decision, 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the study of this subject for 
further discussion at a future session of the Executive Board, bearing in 
mind the discussion at its thirty-third session; and 

2. TRANSMITS the report to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly for its 
information, together with the record of the discussions of the subject in 
the Board. 

The second, proposed by Dr Evang and amended by Professor ádanov, read as follows : 

The Executive Board, 

Realizing the need for a broad co-ordinated and accelerated research attack 
on major health problems； and 

Having considered the report of scientific advisers on special 
development of international health and biomedical research, 

1. TRANSMITS the report to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly for its 
information, together with the record of the discussions of the subject in 
the Board; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to continue the study of this subject 
for further discussion at a future session of the Executive Board； and 

3- THANKS the Director-General and the scientific advisers for the study-
conduct ed. 

V 

Professor ZDANOV suggested that it would be possible to combine the two draft 

resolutions. 



he could accept the insertion, in the draft 

third paragraph of the preamble to the other 

deletion of the words "for further discussion 

Board" from paragraph 2 of the operative part. 

those amendments. 

opinion of Professor Zdanov that the two texts 

could be reconciled. He would suggest however that the final text should include 
. ..-..-...>•'! ： I •..... 

/ , . 

operative paragraph 3 of the resolution by Dr Evang and Professor Zdanov, namely 

the expression of thajiks. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the texts might be combined by taking the preamble 

to the draft resolution sponsored by Dr Al-Wahbi^ Dr Turbott and Dr Vannugli, and 

following it by operative paragraphs 1 and 2 from Dr Evang and Professor Zdanov
1

 s 

draft, as amended along with operative paragraph 3 from the.same draft. 

Dr TURBOTT, speaking for Dr Al-Wahbi and himself, said he could not accept the 

deletion of the reference to further discussion in the Executive Board. It would 

be wise for the Executive Board to have another opportunity of reviewing the question 

and useful for it to make known to the World Health Assembly its intention to dc so
n 

Consequently, he could not agree to the Chairman's suggestion. 

In reply to Dr SUBANDRIO, the CHAIRMAN explained that the phrase "for its 

information" merely meant that the Board was informing the World Health Assembly 

Dr EVANG said that, personally^ 

resolution he was sponsoring, of the 

proposal4 He could also accept the 

at a future session of the Executive 

V _ 

Professor ZDANOV also accepted 

Dr VANNUGLI said he shared the 

about its discussions. 



Dr EVANG explained that he had accepted the deletion of the reference to future 

sessions of the Executive Board because, in the context, it might be interpreted as 

an instruct ion to the World Health Assembly, which was beyond the powers of the Board • 

The CHA IRMAN also thought it might give that impression. As the Director-General 

was to continue with his study, the results of it would come back to the Board in 

the ordinary course of events. 

Dr TURBOTT suggested that, if so, there could be no objection to maintaining 

the reference. 

Dr SUBANDRIO, recalling her previous question, asked whether the transmittal of 

information would give rise to discussion in the Seventeenth World Health Assembly and 

whether, if that were not the desire of the Board, the Director-General could not be 

instructeci to keep Member States informed. 

The CHAIRMAN explained that all the Executive Board documents were automatically 

sent to all Member States. 

Dr SUBANDRIO suggested that, if the Board wished the item to be discussed at the 

World Health Assembly, another form of words should be used and reference might be made, 

at the same time, to the transmittal of the information to all Member States. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the response he personally expected from the Seventeenth 

World Health Assembly was that it would take note of the report. 



In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr VANNUGLI said that he could support either of the 

draft resolutions. He would suggest, however, that the order of the operative 

paragraphs should be changed so that the request came first， the transmittal second, 

and the thanks third. 

Dr KAREPA-SMART suggested that there was no need for reference to the discussions 

of the Executive Board at its thirty-third session in two consecutive operative 

paragraphs of the draft resolution proposed by Drs Al-Wahbi, Turbott and Vannugli. 

He therefore proposed its deletion from operative paragraph 1. 

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr KAREFA-SMART confirmed that his proposal did not 

apply to the draft resolution proposed by Dr Evang and amended by Professor Малоv. 

Dr AL-WAHBI said that he and Dr Turbott accepted Dr Karefa-Smart
f

s amendment. 

They also accepted the addition of a third operative paragraph of thanks. They could 

not agree, however, to the deletion of any ment ion of future discussion in the 

Executive Board, as the Board would be failing in its duty to the Health Assembly if 

it did not make itself clear on the stage reached in its discussions. 

Mr BAUER, alternate to Dr Layton, said that a discussion in the World Health 

Assembly at a time when the Board had not finished its study might cause a fair weight 

of negative opinion to build up - which would not be a good thing; alternatively it 

might mean that a slow, premature or ill-considered start was made, which would be 

equally dangerous• There was, in the report of the scientific advisers, a large amount 

of information on the scientific aspects of the proposal, but little or nothing on some 

of the questions to which governments would require answers. He therefore suggested, 

informally, that the request to the Director-General be completed by an invitation 

to Member States and Associate Members to send in comments and inquiries. 



Dr SUBANDRIO suggested that reference be made, in the transmittal, to the 

session at which the Board discussed the matter, for ease of reference to 

do cument at i on. 

Dr AL-WAHBI accepted that amendment on behalf of the sponsors of the draft. 

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Dr EVANG said that he accepted Mr Bauer's and 

Dr Subandrio
!

s amendments. 

Miss TRANNOY, alternate to Professor Aujaleu, suggested that as the main 

difference between the two drafts seemed to be the invitation to Member States and 

Associate Members to comment, which seemed rather premature at the moment, it should 

not be impossible to reach agreement on a single text - to the great advantage of 

any future discussions. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the reference to further discussion in the 

Executive Board was a very material difference of great importance for the future. 

Dr WATT said that the important point was that raised, by Dr Subandrio: whether 

or not the Board wished the Health Assembly to discuss the report. He thought it 

was not the wish of the Board that the Health Assembly should discuss it before the 

Board had been able to study it further and make a substantial recommendation. He 

would wish the recommendation to the Health Assembly clearly to suggest that the 

subject was not ready for discussion for the present. 

The CHAIRMAN said th^t either of the draft resolutions would constitute an 

invitation to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly to discuss the question. 



Dr TURBOTT explained that he had insisted on the reference to future discussion 

in the Executive Board being maintained for precisely that reason. 

. . . . . . . . " " ' 。 、 

Miss TRANNOY shared the views of Dr Watt but considered that the introduction 

of the third paragraph of the preamble into Dr Evang
1

s resolution made the situatibn 

clear. It was important that the World Health Assembly should not take a final 

decision before the Executive Board had had an opportunity to go Into the matter 

further. 

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL explained that the Board was not empowered to instruct the 

Health Assembly in any matter: it oould only tender its advice. The major point of 

difference between the two drafts was the one singled out by the Chairman. If 

necessary, the Board could quite simply decide which draft resolution it preferred by 

vote. 

Dr EVANG expressed his surprise that tuere could be any difference of 

on the subject. The report before the Board had been prepared by a group 

scientific advisers and not by Member States and was obviously not a basis 

the Health Assembly should take a final decision before the Board had been 

offer it firm advice. 

Dr WATT proposed, an adjournment to enable the sponsors of the two draft resolutions 

opinion 

of 

on which 

able to 

to try to reconcile the two texts in the light of the discussion. 



The CHAIRMAN suggested that further discussion be postponed until a subsequent 

meeting at which the Board would have one or two new drafts according to whether or 

not the sponsors of the two resolutions had been able to reach agreement. 

It was so agreed. 

2. REPORT ON EXPERT COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Item 2,2 of the Agenda (Document EB^/26) 

Dr DOROLLE^ Deputy Director-General^ introduced the Director-General
!

s report 

contained in document ЕВ)Д/2б. 

In compliance with paragraph 10.6 of the Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels 

and Committees, the Director-General had to report to the Executive Board on the 

action to be taken with reference to the meetings of expert committees that had taken 

place since the last session of the Board. 

As requested by the Board, the report contained for each expert committee a 

brief account entitled "Background information" qf the work previously carried out 

by the expert committee concerned, followed by a summary of the report, a summary 

of the Committee's recommendations, and finally (in conformity with the regulations 

governing expert committees) an indication of the implications for the Organization
1
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programme• 

There were the following nine expert committees, for which documentation was 

available in the two working languages: 

(1) Expert Committee on Gonococcal Infections - the importance of the subject 

had been stressed during the present session, both in the Standing Committee 

« 

on Administration and Finance and in the Board; 



(2) Expert Committee on Insecticides - the report was the fourth in the 

series, the importance of which had been stressed on various occasions in 

the course of the debates; 

(3) Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives - the report was 

accompanied by voluminous technical annexes which time had not permitted to 

have translated; 

(斗） Expert Committee on Maternal and Child Health (Social Aspects in the 

Teaching of Obstetrics and Gynaecology) - the report dealt mainly with these 

social aspects, and recommended ways of improving the teaching of these two 

disciplines in medical schools1 

(5) Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical 

and Auxiliary Personnel (Promotion of Medical Practitioners' Interest in 

Preventive Medicine) - the Committee recommended that to permit the general 

practitioner to play his proper part in the health services, medical schools 

must prepare him for such a task, and medical associations and health authorities 

must give him the support he required; 

(6) FAO/WHO Expert Panel on Veterinary Education (of which the title was 

not fully in line with WHO terminology because a compromise had had to be found 

between that and FAO terminology) - the r、commendations concerned the 

training of veterinarians and teachers in veterinary schools; 

(7) Expert Committer on Rehabilitation of Patients with Cardiovascular 

Diseases; 

(8) Expert Committee on General Practice - the Committee^s recommendations 

were that WHO should study the organization, operation, efficiency and 

acceptability of general practice in as many forms as possible and over a 

wide area; 



(9) Expert Committee on Malaria - reference to the recommendations of 

this Committee had been.made on various occasions during the discussions 

on the Board. 

In conclusion^ he said that the Secretariat and the Assistant Directors-General 

concerned would be happy to provide any additional details the Executive Board 

might require• 

In the absence of comments on the report, the CHAIRMAN read out the following 

draft resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report of the Director-General on expert 
committee meetings, 

1. • NOTES the report of the Director-Gèneral； and 

2. THANKS those mernbers of the expert advisory рале Is who have taken 
part in these meetings. 
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Decision: The draft resolution was adopted. 

The meeting rose at 12>35 P>m> 


