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1 * Title of the organization

International Astronautical Federation (IAF)
Fédération internationale d 'Astronautique

2. Address of headquarters

5 rue du 4 Septembre
Paris 2
France

3. Addresses of all branch or regional headquarters 

None

Legal domicile in Switzerland: Honorary Secretary (Mr Robert Greinacher)
Eggh<31zlistrasse 76 
Berne

4. Membership

(a ) Total number of members

Declared membership of member societies totals approximately 50 000 members,

(b) Do these members pay directly or are the subscriptions paid by affiliated 
organizations?

Subscriptions are paid by affiliated organizations.

^ As provided by the applicant on 14 May 1963
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(с) List of affiliated organizations

Each member society must have at least 25 members in good standing, excluding 

members under 18 years of age.

Argentina

Austria

Belgium

Brazil

Bulgaria

China

Cyprus

С zechos1ovakia

Denmark

France

Germany (Fed. Rep. of)

Germany (Eastern)

Greece

Hungary

India

Iran

Israel

Italy

Asociacion Argentina Interplanetaria

Oesterreichische Gesellschaft fUr Welt- 
raumf ors chung

Association belge des Ingénieurs et 
Techniciens de 1 'Aéronautique et de 
1 'Astronautique

Sociedade Interplanetaria Brasileira

Bulgarian Astronautical Society

Astronautical Society of the Republic of 
China

Cyprus Astronautical Society

Commission on Astronautics, Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences

Dansk Astronautisk Forening

Société française .d'Astronautique

Association pour 1 'Etude et la Recherche 
astronautique et cosmique

Deutsche Gesellschaft fUr Raketentechnik 
und Raumfahrt

Deutsche Raketen Gesellschaft'
*

Deutsche Raketen und Raumfahrtmuseum. 

Deutsche Astronautische Gesellschaft 

Hellenic Astronautical Society 

Magyar Asztronautikai Egyesulet 

. Indian Astronautical Society 

Iranian Astronautical Society 

Israel Astronautical Society 

Associazione Italiana Razzi 

Associazione per le Scienze Astronautiche

Indicates non-voting members 19б2
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Japan

Mexico

Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

South Africa 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland

Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (USSR)

United Arab Republic

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

United States of America

Yugoslavia

Japan Astronautical Society
•X*

Japanese Rocket Society

Sociedad Mexicana de Estudios

Nederlandse Vereniging voor Ruimtevaart

Norsk Astronautisk Forening

Polske Towarzystwo Astronautyczne

Grupo Portugués de Astronáutica

Centro de Estudos Astronauticos*

Commission nationale astronautique de 
l 'Académie de la République populaire 
roumaine

South African Interplanetary Society

Agrupación Astronáutica Española

Swedish Interplanetary Society

Schweizerische Astronautische Gesellschaft

Commission on Exploration and Use of 
Outer Space

Egyptian Astronautical Society

British Interplanetary Society

American Rocket Society 

Aerospace Medical Association*

American Astronautical Society*
*

Institute of Aerospace Sciences 

Jugoslovensko Astronauticko i Raketno Drstvo

N.B. The American Rocket Society and. Institute of the Aerospace Sciences merged 
and became the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics as of 
February 1963.

In I960, at the Stockholm meeting, the statutes of the International Academy 

•of Astronautics (IAA) were approved, and also those of the International Institute 

of Space Law (IISL).

The Academy has three sections: (l) basic sciences; (2) applied sciences; 

(3) life sciences; this includes bio-astronautics.

*

Indicates non-voting members 1962
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(d) Various types of membership

Voting members and non-voting members.

Each country is limited to a maximum of one voting member, but any number of 

other societies may join on a non-voting basis.

Institutional representation is also permitted.

5" General purposes of the organization

To foster the development of astronautics for peaceful purposes, to encourage 

widespread dissemination of technical information, to stimulate public interest in 

space flight through the major media of mass communications, and to encourage 

astronautical research by international and national agencies.

The Federation is interested in manned space flight, and in research and 

development in the fields of space medicine, physiology and psychology pertaining 

to space flight.

The IAF pursues these objectives by encouraging co-operation among its member 

societies, among universities and research institutions, by convoking conferences, 

symposia and colloquia, and by co-operating with other organizations in work relevant 

to the progress of astronautics.

6 « Functions of the organization

The primary function is to put nations in touch with one another on astronautical 

matters, particularly the smaller nations.

Every year since 1950, the IAF has conducted an annual congress at which some 
100 technical papers are read and discussed, the whole being subsequently published. 
Various national member societies act as host society for the congress in turn, as 

agreed by the IAF plenary session at the previous congress.

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

The organization so far advocates no special health measures or procedures.
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(b) ' Has the organization arty special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures?

The organization has no special reservations as to treatment or health proce

dures; as a scientific body, such questions would be examined impartially.

8 . Can officia1ly designated representatives speak authoritatively for the
membership: on matters concerned with the.stated purposes of the organization?

Officially designated representatives can speak authoritatively for the 

membership. The president can make a statement on behalf of the IAF at any time, 

but would most probably confine himself to those topics already discussed in the 

IAF bureau; new problems would be referred back to the appropriate level for 

consideration.

9 . Specific interest with reference to the work of the World Health Organization

The side of the work of the IAF closest to that of WHO is found in the 

activities of the Life Sciences Section of the Academy, which includes many names 

prominent in the medical world. In addition, the IAF has a bio-astronautics 

committee under the chairmanship of Dr Eugene Konecci, which is arranging a one-day 

session of lectures on bio-astronautical subjects to take place during the Paris 

Congress in September 19бЗ.

The IAF is interested in all aspects of space travel, and one important aspect 

of this, which is considered at the bio-astronautical meetings, is the possible 

contamination of the earth by material brought back from other planets on which some 

form of life might be found to exist.

The subject of mental, and physical health of the astronauts, particularly of 

the isolation on the longer journeys lasting some months, is also considered 

seriously, as are the effects of the stresses of re-entry on a human pilot.

WHO has already shown interest by supporting our studies of man in space, during 

the symposium on basic environmental problems of man in space, which was organized 

by the International Academy of Astronautics and the IAF in October-November 1962. 
Manned space flight is creating its own medical physiological and psychological
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problems, the solution of which will be of value to health questions in general.

The reaction of the human body to precise degrees of stress must surely be of 

interest to medicine and health in general, quite outside astronautics. Optimum 

eating and sleeping cycles are also studied in detail.

Studies are also made of the radiation hazards to health, from both (i) natural 

radiations in space, and (ii) radiations due to atomic propulsion units.

10. Officers

President E. A. Brun (France)

Last retired President L. R. Shepherd (United Kingdom)

Vice-Presidents N. Boneff (Bulgaria); M. LUnc (Poland);
L. I. Sedov (USSR); M. Summerfield (United 
States of America)

General Counsel A. G. Haley (United States of America)

A. G. Haley

Permanent representative 
to United Nations 
Economic & Social 
Council

Permanent representative 
to UNESCO

F. J. Malina (United States of America)

Honorary Secretary R. Greinacher (Switzerland)

Executive Secretary W. F. Hilton (United Kingdom)

Three paid personnel, international (shared with IAA)

11 » Structure

(a) & (b) Policy-making bodies and frequency of meetings

The General Assembly is the governing body and it meets annually at the time

of the IAF congress.

The last meeting was at Varna, in September 19Ô2.

The Bureau of the IAF meets more frequently.

The last meeting was in March 1963-
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(c) Voting procedures

Voting by majority of the voting members present.

(d) Affiliation with other organizations, including international organizations

The IAF has consultative arrangements with UNESCO and is on the register of 

the United Nations Economic and Social Council. It has also worked in close 

collaboration with ITU., WHO and IAEA, For example, WHO gave material support 

for the international symposium on man in space organized by the IAF and the IAA, 

in October-November 1962.

12. Finances

The last annual budget, for 1962/6 3 , was as follows:

Salaries $ 3 000
Social security 600
Auditing fees 100
Maintenance and supplies 400
Communications 700
Travel of staff 200
Hospitality 200
Subsistence of officers i 000

at meetings
_L

Contribution to Congress 1 000
Contingencies 300

$ 7 500

The main source of revenue is from membership contributions.

13. History

The idea of an International Astronautical Federation was first broached on 

22 June 1949, in Germany. It took shape during the First Astronautical Congress 

held in Paris in 1950, and the Constitution of the IAF was approved at . Stuttgart 

in 1952. . The annual meetings have been as follows:
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Paris 1950

1951
1952

1 9 5 3

1954
1955

1956
1957

1958
1959

1960

1961
1962

London

Stuttgart

Zurich

Innsbruck

Copenhagen

Rome

Barcelona

Amsterdam

London

Stockholm

Washington

Varna

A permanent secretariat was set up in Paris at the end of 196l, following a 

decision of the General Assembly in Washington.

At the London Congress in 1959 it had been suggested that an academy of 

individual members should be founded, to permit the free discussion of scientific 

and technical matters related to astronautics. At the same time, the election of 

a person to membership would be the hallmark of esteem of his fellow workers in 

the field of astronautics. A Pounding .Committee was established under the 

chairmanship of Dr Th. von Karmán, and the Academy itself was established upon the 

approval of its statutes in August i960.

The International Institute of Space Law was established at the same time, to 

foster the social and legal aspects of astronautics by holding meetings and colloquia, 

to make studies and reports and the publication thereof, and to make awards.

14. Activities

The main activity of the IAF has resided in the organization of the annûal 

congresses and in the work of committees.
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At the time of the next Congress, special sessions will be organized to consider 

measures to use educational satellites, methods of teaching astronautical sciences, 

and the installation of ground stations to permit astronautical observation of a 

world survey - particularly small countries.

The Academy organized, jointly with the IAF, the international symposium on 

man in space in 1962 and in 1961 organized an international symposium on space 
flight and re-entry trajectories, at Louveciennes.

It makes an annual Daniel and Florence Guggenheim International Astronautics 

Award of $ 1000, and is pursuing studies through special committees.

The Academy also had editorial responsibility for various publications (see 

15 below).

15. Publications

Proceedings of annual congresses of the IAF: preparation is in the hands of the 

host society for that year, in collaboration with the International Programme Committee 

of the Federation.

Astronáutica Acta, six issues a year: contains selected papers in astronautics. 

Only papers of scientific merit are printed (Publisher: Springer Verlag, Vienna, 

Austria).

Proceedings of symposia organized by the Academy and the IAF.

A multilingual dictionary of astronautics is in course of preparation.

A series of monographs on selected astronautical topics is also being initiated.

16 . Documentât i on*-

IAF Constitution

Booklet on the IAF by F . С. Durant III 

Current scale of contributions from members 

Astronáutica Acta

Minutes of the Plenary Session of the General Assembly at Varna

Held by the Secretariat
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Minutes of the Plenary Session of the General Assembly at Washington, 1961 
Minutes of the Plenary Session at Stockholm, i960 
Programme of Man in Space Symposium

Statutes of the International Academy of Astronautics 

List of Academy Members

Annual reports of the Director of the Academy 

Report of First Special Meeting of the Academy 

Report of First Regular Meeting of the Academy 

Report 'of Meeting of the Academy Assembly, Varna


