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Report by the Director-General

1. Traditionally the second annual session of the Executive Board has been 

held immediately after the session of the World Health Assembly, However,

for 1964, as reported in document ЕВЗЗ/18, the dates of the Assembly have had to 
be changed because of the convening in Geneva of the United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development, which will open on 23 March 1964 and last until 

15 June 1964; the Executive Board, when consulted by letter, fixed the 

opening date of the Seventeenth World Health Assembly as Tuesday, 3 March 1964.

Since no conference hall will be available in the Palais des Nations after 

21 March, the Assembly will have to finish its work by that date.

2. In the letter that he sent on 1 August 1963 to members of the Board, 
proposing the change in the dates of the Assembly, the Director-General added:

"Because the Assembly will be meeting so much earlier in 1964 than had been 

expected, and a long period of time will elapse between the end of the World 

Health Assembly and the January 1965 session of the Executive Board, I believe 
that the session of the Board which normally meets immediately after the Health 

Assembly should be deferred. It is envisaged that the session would take place 

the last week in May, beginning on the twenty-fifth of that month. The Board 

could then deal, inter alia, with the 1963 accounts and the Report of the 

External Auditor."

3. Only a. portion of the members of the Board who replied to the lirector-General's 

letter made specific reference to the date for the convening rf the thirty-fourth session 

of the Board. The majority of those who did so concurred in the Mrector-General1s 

proposal that the session begin on 25 May. Two members favoured a date immediately
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following the World Health Assembly because of the possible need for the Board to 

take early.action in consequence of Assembly decisions, and since they considered 

that the presence in Geneva for the Assembly of the majority of the persons serving 

on the Board would make for convenience and economy if the Board rfiet at that time.

4, As was recognized, however, by one of these members, an unduly long interval 

between Board sessions would result if the thirty-fourth session took place in 

March 1964 and the thirty-fifth in January 1965. To remedy this, it was suggested 

that the thirty-fifth session be advanced to the late autumn of 1964. Acceptance

of such a proposal would mean the introduction of an additional session of the Board, 

since Article 26 of the Constitution would require at least two sessions in 1965 in 

any case. Furthermore, any advancing of the date of the thirty-fifth session would 

have serious repercussions on the Organization's normal programme and budget cycle.

It is barely possible at present to compile and reproduce the Programme and Budget 

document between the end of the regional committee sessions and 1 December when the 

document must be distributed to members of the Board, to be considered at the January 

session of the Board. Board members will recall the difficulties and additional 

expense resulting from a similar advancing of dates in I96O-I96I because of the date 

of the Fourteenth World Health Assembly.

5. The Director-General continues to believe that the preferable date would be 

25 May. This would assure to the Director-General the guidance of the Board at 

reasonable intervals of time, a consideration to which he attaches the greatest 

importance. It would permit the Board to deal with the Accounts and Report of the 

External Auditor for the year 1963 without undue delay. Furthermore, it is important 

that the Board consider, before the June meeting of the Technical Assistance Committee 

and the July meeting of the Economic and Social Council, the report of the Ad Hoc 

Committee of Ten established under resolutions 85l(XXXIl) and 900 (XXXIV) of the 

Economic and Social Council. The Executive Board, in resolution EB31.R48, expressed 

"its wish*to have an- opportunity %o consider and to express its views on any questions 

of policy or principle with which the Ad Hoc Committee may deal which might affect 

the World Health Organization and on which the Board or the’’World Health Assembly

has not expressed an opinion".'1' It is understood that the Ad Hoc Committee will
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next meet in New York from 17 to 28 February 1964; judging from past experience, 

it is unlikely that the report - which is to go to the Technical Assistance Committee 

and the Economic and Social Council - will be available before April,

6, Because of the heavy conference schedule in Geneva during the first half of 1964, 

and as a precautionary measure, facilities have been tentatively reserved in the Palais 

for holding the Board session beginning 25 May, Arrangements could, however, be made, 

either in the Palais or elsewhere in Geneva, for holding the session at any other 

period decided by the Board, While there may be some, additional costs of a meeting 

at a time other than immediately following the Assembly, the amounts are likely to 

tee small. They are, however, difficult to estimate at this time.


