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DATE AND PLACE OP THE SEVENTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

1. On 1 August 1965 the Director-General sent to members of the Executive Board 

a letter (reproduced in Annex 1 of this document) in which he summarized the 

circumstances that had made it necessary for him to propose to the Executive Board 

that the date established for the opening of the Seventeenth World Health Assembly 

in resolution EB32.R19 be changed to Tuesday, 3 March 1964. The reason for this 

proposal was a resolution of the Economic and Social Council deciding that ". . . the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development shall be held in Geneva, beginning 

on 23 March 1964 and continuing until 15 June 1964 • • . ". The Director-General 

has been given explicit assurances by the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

that this change in the usual time for World Health Assemblies would not constitute 

a precedent. The Secretary-General has also declared that he will do his best to 

ensure that in future .the annual conferences of WHO continue to be held in the 

Palais des Nations on the traditional dates. 

2. On 17 September the Director-General informed the members of the Board (in a 

letter reproduced in Annex 2) that he had received replies from 18 members of the 

Board all of whom had signified their acceptance of his proposal. Since an absolute 

majority of the members of the Board had expressed approval and no member of the 

Board had yet put forward any contrary view, the Director-General concluded that the 

Executive Board had, in effect, decided that, the consultations with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations having taken place as required by the Constitution, the 

Seventeenth World Health Assembly should begin on Tuesday, 3 March 1964, in the 

Palais des Nations, Geneva. This decision of the Executive Board was communicated 

to the Governments of Member States and Associate.МыпЬегз in a circular letter 

C.L.3^-1965 (Annex 3)， dated 23 September 1965. 



ЕВЗЗД6'“‘ К:.:,:..:::., ：？ Г,,；.--
page 2 . “ , • .. 

The members of 'the Executive Board who made known their opinions in reply to 

the Director-General
T

s letter also accepted the proposal that because of the time-

table a preliminary provisional agenda for the Assembly should be submitted to the 

Board by post and if agreed upon sent to governments by 3 January 1964, at the 

latest, the provisional agenda, as approved by the Board when it meets in January 1964, 

being sent to governments as soon as possible thereafter. 

4. The members of the Board also expressed assent in regard to the need to ask the 

World Health Assembly to suspend the application of Rule paragraph (c), and Rule 93, 

paragraph (c), of its Rules of Procedure stipulating that the Board shall include in 

the provisional agenda of each regular session of the Health Assembly among other 

things "• . . all items pertaining . . • to the report on the accounts for the 

preceding year", and "examine the report of the auditor . . . " . 

5. The Director-General has therefore taken these two decisions of the Board into 

account in preparing the draft provisional agenda for the Seventeenth World Health 

Assembly,' which was submitted to members of the Board for their consideration in a 

letter dated 25 October 1963 (copy attached as Annex 4). 
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ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

G E N È V E 

Télégr. : UNISANTÉ-Genève 

In reply please refer 丨 

Prière de rappeler 1 
1 August 1963 

Sir, 

When the Executive Board, during its thirty-second session, had to 

decide on \he date and place of the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, the 

attention of the members of the Board was drawn to the difficulties that 

would arise in connexion with the conference calendar for 1964 in Geneva, 

particularly in view of the possibility of the United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development being convened in Geneva in the spring, since the 

facilities of the Palais des Nations are inadequate for the simultaneous 

holding of two large conferences• It was in awareness of these difficulties 

that the Board adopted resolution EB32.R19, deciding "that the Seventeenth 

World Health Assembly shall be held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva" and 

"that, subject to consultation with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, this Assembly shall start on Tuesday, 5 May 1964 
• 

The Preparatory Committee of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development held its second session in May-June of this year® It had before 

it, as document E/CONP• 46/PC/4i. 1, of which a copy is attached, my letter to 

the Director of the European Office of the United Nations, setting forth the 

difficulties which would be created for the World Health Organization by a 

change in the normal date for the Health Assembly, and proposing a solution 

to the problem which I considered would have only slightly inconvenienced all 

concerned» The Preparatory Committee has since presènted its report to the 

Economic and Social Council» In paragraph 192 of that report, an excerpt of 

which is attached, the Preparatory Committee recommended to the Economic and 

Social Council that the Conference be held in Geneva, commencing not earlier 

than 16 March and not later than 2 ) March 1964
#
 and that provision should be 

made for a duration of three months• 

••• ENCLSi As mentioned 
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Such a decision would make it necessary for the World Health Assembly 
to be held either in Geneva before or after the Conference on Trade and 
Development, or outside Geneva. No Government has so far invited the 
Organization to hold the Seventeenth World Health Assembly away from 
headquarters, so that the only choice remaining would be to hold the Assembly 
either in îferch or in July/August 196斗,since the International Labour 
Conference would be occupying the Palais for its annual session after the 
end of the Conference on Trade and Development• In these circumstances it 
seemed to me that, despite all the difficulties entailed, it would be less 
disruptive of the work of the Organization, and somewhat less expensive, to 
hold the Assembly in March rather than late in the summer; a late session 
would have very serious repercussions on the work of the Regional Committees, 
which normally meet in September• 

After the numerous consultations that I had on the subject with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations through his personal representative 
in Geneva, I indicated that, if it were absolutely necessary to hold the 
Conference on Trade and Development in Geneva beginning in March, I would 
be prepared to suggest to the Executive Board that it advance the date of 
the Seventeenth World Health Assembly by two months; I insisted that the 
Conference on Trade and Development should not start before 23 March, so that 
the World Health Assembly could meet from 3 to 21 March 1964. During these 
same consultations, I also insisted on being given the most explicit assurances 
that this change in the usual time for World Health Assemblies would not 
constitute a precedent and that the United Nations must recognize for the 
future the right of WHO to have the necessary conference facilities at its 
disposal every year in May to enable it to hold the World Health Assembly in 
the Palais des Nations• My point of view was fully accepted by the Secretary-
General, who

#
 during the consideration of the question by the Economic and 

Social Council, stressed the point in a statement which forms part of the 
••• text of document E/L*1011, of which a copy is enclosed» 

During the discussions in the Economic and Social Council,, my 
representative informed the Council of the difficulties that will be 
entailed for WHO by reason of the change in the dates of the World Health 
Assembly» The Council adopted resolution E/teS/963(XXXVI), of which the 

••• text is enclosed, in which it expressed inter alia "its appreciation to the 

Directors-General of the Ш) and WB) for the co-operation in seeking to adjust 
the dates of their meetings so as to make it possible for the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development to meet in Geneva" and decided that 

. • the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development shall be held 
in Geneva, beginning on 23 March 1964 and continuing until 15 June 1964 • ••“ 

In these circumstances, I propose to the Executive Board that the 
date established for the opening of the Seventeenth World Health Assembly 
in resolution EB32.R19 be changed to Tuesday, 3 March 1964. 

I must call to your attention the fact that Rule 4 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Health Assembly provides that "the Board shall prepare the 
provisional agenda of each regular session of the Health Assembly after 
consideration of proposals submitted by the Director-General. The provisional 
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agenda shall be dispatched together with the Notice of Convocation mentioned, 
in Rule 3

W

 not less than 60 days before the opening of the session. 

It is suggested that, in order to comply with this rule, a preliminary 
provisional agenda be cleared by correspondence with the Board and dispatched 
to governments by 3 January 1964 in order to meet the requirements of this 
rule» The final provisional agenda would then be adopted by the Board when 
it meets in January and dispatched as soon as possible• 

Furthermore, Rule 5(c) of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly-
provides that the Board shall include in the provisional agenda of each 
regular session of the Health Assembly "all items pertaining • • . to the 
report on the accounts for the preceding year"• It will be necessary for 
this rule to be suspended by the Health Assembly in view of the fact that 
the accounts and report of the External Auditor will only be available about 
the end of April. 

Because the Assembly will be meeting so much earlier in 1 9 6杯 than had 
been expected, and a long period of time will elapse between the end of the 
World Health Assembly and the January 1965 session of the Executive Board, 
I believe that the session of the Board which normally meets immediately 
after the Health Assembly should be deferred» It is envisaged that the 
session would take place the last week in May, beginning on the twenty-fifth 
of that month» The Board could then deal, inter alia, with the 1963 accounts 
and report of the External Auditor• 

I should be very grateful if you would let me know as soon as possible, 
by cable - for which the Organization will reimburse you upon presentation of 
a claim - whether the arrangements which I am proposing meet with your 
approval. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant
# 

M . Candau, M^D. 
Director-General 
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RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE CONPEfflENCE INCLUDING DATE, PLACE, STRUCTURE, 

RULES OF PROCEDURE AND LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION 

Note by the Secretary-General of the Conference 

The attached letter dated 6 June 1963 from Dr. M.G. Candau, Director-General of 

the World Health Organization, to Mr. P.P. Spinelli, Director of the European Office 

оГ t]i<=> United Nations. is circulated at the request of Dr. Candau. 

pet.63-329 
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Dear Mr. Spinelli, 

¡ 

This is to confirm the discussion we had in my office on Thursday, 30 May， 
when you were accompanied by kr. Palthey, Mr. Prebisch and. Mr. Malinowski. 

Í You had indicated to me some of the problems which were being considered in 
9。ппэзс1оп with the plan to hold a Conference on Trade and Development in Geneva 
Sometime in I964. You requested me to consider the possibility of an alteration 
in the normal time of the annual World Health Assembly which^ when it meets in 
/Geneva, takes place in the Palais des Nations in the month of May. 

I 工 told you that I was prepared to recommend to my Executive Board that the 
» date established by it in Resolution áB32,R19 (copy attached) fgr-the Seventeenth 
‘World Health Assembly， be adjusted up to two to three weeks either prior to the 
date of 5 May I964 now fixed or up to two to three weeks after， providing of course 
that suitable arrangooents could be made to provide the Organization with its 
normal facilities of conference rooms， office space, etc. 

You asked iiie if 工 would be willing to study the possibility of the Seventeenth 
World Health Assembly meeting in July of 1964* While 工 indicated to you in the 
first instance that 工 could visualize considerable difficulties for the Organization 
as well as for its Members,工 undertook to have such a study made，without any 
commitment. Since then m y staff has studied the matter in further detail. You 
have now asked me for the results of this study and.工 can only tell you that I am 
not prepared to recommend to ray Executive Board that it accept a proposal to change 
the meeting from the date it previously decided upon to sometime in the month of 
July. 

We have given this matter careful consideration in the time available to us 
since you made your request; there are a number of difficulties which demonstrate 
conclusively that should this Organization be required to alter its normal timetable 
in as drastic a manner as you suggest^ there would be serious repercussions，not only-
oil the Organization itself， but on the representatives of our Members. These 
repercussions would be felt not only by the headquarters of the Organization, but 
also by the six regional or^inizations, as it would affect their timetable as well. 
This, in turn, would have its repercussions on the normally expected timetable of 
meetings，for the ministries of health particularly, vjho have become accustomed to 
making arrangements for adequate representation at meetings of the Health Assembly 
in May and meetings of the Regional Committees, normally in Septanber, It will 
be obvious to you that if the Health Assembly could meet only in July, this has 
serious implications with regard to the timing of the Regional Committees which 
would have to be postponed to a later date. Such a postponement would have its 
chain réaction on the subsequent meetings т/diich take place in the year I965 
because the a u t m n meetings of the Regional Committees in I964 are geared to the 
timing of our Executive Board meeting in January of I965 and this is geared to 
the May meeting of the Assembly. Any alterations as extensive as those which 



would be required, other .than the two to three week period that I originally 
suggested, would create an additional financial burden on the Organization because 
of increased costs for alterations of meeting arrangements and for the publishing 
of all of our material relating to such meetings； as it would necessitate additio-
nal burdens on our carefully arranged schedules for translation and printing 
The additional amount involved cannot be costed in precise terms but the governments 
should recognize that such a decision would require ад additional financial outlay. 
You will understand that, in view of these considerations, it is not possible for 
me to agree to recoiranend that the Health Assembly be held in July in 1964• 

Having explained this, may 工 suggest "fclie/b if the Unit ed Nati ons and the ILO 
are willing to share with WHO the burden of making adjustments in their meeting 
arrangements, a schedule along the following lines might be considered: 

Tbe Trade Conference could be so scheduled that it would be completed 
by, let us say, 9 May or 16 May (Saturday) 1964. The Health Assembly 
could commence on 12 or 19 May (Tuesday) and end by 30 May or 6 June, 
followed by the session of our ЕхеспМтге Board

e
 Then the ILO could commence 

their conference one week or two later than usual, i.e, 8 ocr 15 June (Monday)• 
Then ECOSOC, instead of meeting at the end of June or beginning of July, 
could meet around 6 or 13 July (Monday) and continue on through the first or 
second week of August should it be necessary. 

These arrangements "which we are proposing would mean some adjustments of about 
one or two weeks for everyone and would preclude the very serious disruption to 
the work of WHO. It is my hope, therefore, that you and all the others concerned 
will make the necessary effort to avoid any very serious difficulties by agreeing 
to share the burden of a slightly adjusted schedule. 

Yours sincerely 

M.G. Candau, M.D. 
Direcbor-G-eneral 
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DATE AND PLACE OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted resolution Ш1А16Л6 on the place of the Seventeenth World 

Health Assembly, and 

Considering the provisions of Articles 14 and 15 of the Constitution, 

DECIDES: 

(1) that the Seventeenth World Health Assembly shall be held in the Palais des 

Nations, Geneva； 

(2) that it is in the best interests of the Organization to maintain its usual 

time-table for sessions of the World Health Assembly; and 

(3) that, subject to consultation with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations, this Assembly shall start on Tuesday, 5 May 1964, 

Third meeting, 28 May 1963 
EB32/Min/3 
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r 
邸SOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE ECONOMIC AUD SOCIAL COUNCIL 

963 (ХХХУ1)« UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE АЖ) DE施ЪСРШИТ ' • . 

. •* - ' ' ' " •• .. . • 

The Eccnomic and Social Council» 

Recalling- its resolutions 917 (XXXIV) of 3-August 1962, 944 (ХХ2У) of 

18 April 1963, and General Assembly resolution 1785 (XVII) of 8 December 1962 on 

the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 

Recalling further its resolution 919 (XXXIY) of 3 August 1962 on the Group of 

Experts on Commodity шзД Trade problems of developiilg countries, 

Conrinced that econcmic and social progress throughout +he world depends in 

a l w g e measure «n an expansion in international trade}. and on an increasing 

participation of developing countries in it, 

Believing that the development of equitable and mutually advantageous trade 

can promrte higher standards of living, full employment and rapid econcmic progress 
< - * * . " ' • 

in all countries of. the world and can help create an atmosphere of mutual 
. . . . . V •:.‘ . 

confidence and understanding among nations, and strengthen peaceful and 

neighborly relations between States| 

Realizing that the fundamental problems pf developing countries are well 

identified and that what is new required is ^ universal readiness to act and 

generally to adopt practical measures aimed at increasing exports and export 

earnings of developing countries and accelerating thqir economic development
 f Having in mind the joint statement of the developing countries in the 

Preparatory Committee of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

dated 27 June 1963, j 
1 . : •. 

Confident that the Ibited Nations Conference on Trade and Development will 

represent an outstanding event in international co-operation conducive to the 

development of the economies of +he developing countries and the growth of the 

world есопсщу as a whole, 
GE,63-10751 
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Proceeding from the aims and action programme of the Lilted Nations Development 

Decade as set out in its resolution 916 (XXXIY) of 3 August 1962, designed to promote 

international economic co-operation so as to supplement adequately the efforts of the 

developing countries to achieve self sustained growth of their economies• 

Beaiing in mind the need for adequate and comprehensive preparations for the 

proposed Conference
 f 

Expressing its appreciation to the D ire et ors ¿-Gene ral of the ILO and WHO for the 

co-operation in seeking to adjust the dates of their meetings so as to make it possible 

for the IMited Nations Conference on Trade and Development to meet in Gene va • 

Recognising the wide interest expressed in the Conference by members of the lüiited 

Nations family and Turious inter-governmental bodies
s 

Mindful of the possibility that developments in the time remaining before the 

Uaited Nations Conference on Trade and Development meets may make it desirable to 

introduce some changes into the provisional agenda for the Conference
 f 

I 

Takes note of the report of the Group of Experts on commodity and trade problems 

of developing countries (E/3756), 

2. Further takes uote of the report of the g^cond session of the Preparatory 

Committee (E/3799, E/3799/CorrЛ, English only) defining the problems before the 

Conference, presenting proposals for action or indicating lines along which solutions may 

be sought, 

3» Decides that the liiited Nations Conference on Trade and Development shall be held 

in Geneva, beginning on 23 March 1964, and continuing until 15 June 1964» 

4» Decides to convene a third session of the Preparatory Committee in New York 

beginning on 3 February 1964• 

Approves the prorisional agenda drawn up by the Preparatory Committee and 

authorises the Committee at its third session, in the event of changes in the provisional 

agenda becoming desirable in the light of circumstances then pertaining, to modify the 

provisional agenda accordingly, 

6. Approves the arrangementс for documentation set out in that report and further 

outlined by the Secretary-General of the Conference^ 

7% Further approves the Preparatory Committee
1

 s recommendations on levels of 

representation, the rules of procedure and similar administrative arrangements
9 
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8. Approves the recommendation of the Preparatory Committee contained in 

paragraph 208 of its report (document Е/3799 ) as regards the invitation to the inter-

governmental economic organizations} 

9. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Council at its 

resumed thirty-sixth session proposals regarding the inter-governmental economic 

organizations which would be chiefly interested in the work of the Conference, and 

regarding the practical rules to be observed for the participation of those organizations 

in the Conference as observers. 

II 

1. Invites the States which will participate in the Conference to give earnest 

consideration, before the beginning of the Conference, to proposals for concrete and 

practical international action and to explore all practical means for their 

implementation, so as to make it possible to reach, at the Conference, basic agreement 

on measures constituting a new international trade and development policy; 

2« Expresses the hope that the Ibii+ed Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development will offer an opportunity for the manifestation
f
 in the field of trade and 

development, of the will necessary to contribute to the acceleration of the economic 

development of developing countries and the promotion of economic stability and security 

in the world at large• 

1288th plenary meeting 
18 July 1963 
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Date and placo of the Conforenco 

Note by the Socretary-Gonoral 

In paragraph 192 of its report on its second session tho Eroparatory 

Committoo of the United Nations Confo^once on ïrado and Dovolopmont docidod to 

reoomiiicnd to the Economic and Social Council "that tho Conforenco bo hold in 

Gonova commencing not oarlior than 16 March ond not lator than 23 March 1964, 

and that provision should bo mado for a thro o montb poriod". It addod that
 ÎT

if 

major difficult ios aro so with rogard to convening tho Conforoiicc in Gonova and if 

ад official invitation woro rocoivod from tho Italian Govcrnmont to hold the 

Conforoncc in Rome, tho S o cret ary-Gonoral of tho Conforoiico could investigate tho 

lattor possibility and make such го с oiiimondat ions to tho Economic and Social 

Council as ho saw fit". 

Tho Socrotariat has considered how offoct could bo givon to this proposal, 

ïho Council will roaliso that tho convening of a Conferoneо of this sizo in oho 

P a l a i s d o s N a t i o n s p o s o s somo v o r y s o r i o u s p r c b l o m s . A p r i l , M á y a n d J u n o a r o 

тогу busy periods, particularly sincc tho World Health Assombly moots annually in 

Иау aiiü t h o I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a b o u r Coiiforcncc b o g i n s a n n u a l l y o n t h o f i r s t 

Wodnosday in JULIO, On account of the liDiitod facilitios available in tho 

P a l a i s d o s N a t i o n s it is n o t p o s s i b l e to a r r a n g e t w o c o n f o r o n c o s s i m u l t a n o ou s l y , 

and for tno purpose of acting on the Proparatory Committoo
T

 s proposals somo 

thought vrill havo to bo givon to shifting tho mootings of tho two spocializod 

a g e n c i o s c o n c c r n o d . 

C21,63-10445 
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During the most recent conversations held at Geneva the Directors-General of the 

ILO and！ vJHO stated that they would run into insurmountable difficulties if they had to 

advance or postpone the dates of their conferences beyond a certain point. In the case 

of Ш0 - independently of the agreements with the United Nations under which the WHO has 

the right to the meeting rooms in the Palais - a whole series of conferences and meetings 

of its regional bodies depends on the date of the Tvorld Health Assembly, Furthermore, 

quite apart from these considerations which apply equally to the ILO, it should be noted 

that the International Labour Conference is held at the Palais by virtue of rights 

established at the time of the League of Nations and confirmed by the United Nations in 

1946 and that its tradition of meeting in June dates bcick to 1924. 

In addition there are grave difficulties about making any substantial change in the 

arrangements for the 48th session of the International Labour Conference which is due to 

meet in Geneva on 3 June 1964 by virtue of a decision taken, at the usual time and by the 

usual procedure, as long ago as November 1962. Half of the delegates to the ILO are not 

subject to Government instructions, and employers and workers organizations in many-

countries arrange both their national and their international meetings on the assumption 

that the International Labour Conference begins its work each year on the first 

Wednesday of June. All other ILO meetings and the consultations of governments within 

agreed time limits, on which so much of the ILO procedure depends, axe worked into the 

agreed time table. Any change involves serious inconvenience to the Departments of 

government and the employers and workers organizations that take part in it. 

Both Directors-General expressed the fear moreover that this break with their 

tradition would establish a precedent and that in future their agencies would no longer 

have any certainty as regards the date and place of their meetings• 工 can give my two 

colleagues the assurance that, whatever decision the Council may take in regard to the 

timing of the Trade Conference in 1964，any consequential changes in their 1964 

programme would not constitute a precedent, 

and specific conclusions of the studies to be 

with the specialized agencies for the purpose 

facilities at Geneva, I shall do my bast 

Furthermore, pending the completion 

conducted in the near future in co-operation 

of improving and expanding the conference 

to ensure that in future their annual 

Conferences can continue to be held in the Palais on the traditional dates. I do not 

doubt that the Council will take these assurances into account when preparing future 

calendars of meetings at Geneva. 
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W M I G t h e P r e p a r a t o r y C o m m i t t o G w a s c o n s i d o r i n g t h i s q u e s t i o n I r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e 

Conforcnco on Trade and Development might, by reason of tho importance and soriousnoss 

of tho probloiis to be discussod, last for throo months. Howevor, at that timo ncitlior 

tho plc.ee nor tho opening date of tho conforonco had yot boon fixod. 

As the quostion stands 1101/, thoro is no ovidenco for supposing that tho oonfcronco 

might bo l̂ olcl cit Romo 一 that boing the othor possibility suggested by the Propai^atory 

Committoo • Accordingly wo must plan on the basis that tho conforoncc will tako place 

at G-onova, oncl for this purpose all tho aspocts of tho questions and all tho intorosts 

involved i/ill have to bo taken into account. 

Aitor studying tho various aspocts of tho problom tho Dircctor-Gonoral of the ILO 

has stated 'chat ho would bo properod, on tho basis of tho assurances which 工 havo 

mentionocl abovo, to rocommcnd to tho Governing Body of tho ILO that it should postpono 

the opening date of tho 48th session of uho Intornational Labour Confaronco from 3 to 

17 Juiio 1964. For his part, tho Diroctor-Gcnoral of WHO has statod 'that, on the basis 

of the said assurances and in vioi"j of blao importance of tho Conforonco 011 Trade and 

DovolopïiiGiit, lie would proposo to tho îDxocutivo Council of WHO that it should advaucc by 

moro tliaii 2 months tho opening date of tho 17th World Health Assembly, which would be 

hold c;o Gonova ôvxh'ig, the first throo wocks of March 1964, whoroas tho opening áato.of 

tliat Assembly had boon scheduled proviously by the Executive Council for 5 May 1964. 

C o n s e q u o n t l y t h o s e m o a s u r o s w o u l d m a k e it p o s s i b l e to c o n v o n o tho C o n f e r c n c o 011 ï r a d o a n ¿ 

DGvolopmont in tho Palais dos Nations, Gone va, on 23 March 1964 for a period of 12 T7ooks
# 

lii tho light of the foregoing it would bo desirablo for the Scononic and Social 

C o i m c i l to considor tho p o s s i b i l i t y of c o n v o n i n g t h e C o n f o r e n c o at G o n o v a , in t h e 

Palais dos nations, on 23 March 1964 for a period of 12 weeks• 

1Г the Goimcil should take such a docision, it would not, of course, Ъо able to have 

a sumiTior session c.t Geneva before the riiddlo of July 1964• 
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UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

Report of the Preparatory Committee on its second session 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

FOR THE CONFERENCE INCLUDING DATE, PLACE, STRUCTURE, 

RULES OP PROCEDURE АШ LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION (Item 5 of the sessional agenda) 

192• The Preparatory Committee decided to recommend to the Economic and Social 

Council that the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development be held in 

Geneva commencing not earlier than l6 March and not later than 23 March 1964, and 

that provision should be made for a three-month period. It was agreed, however, that 

if major difficulties arose with regard to convening the Conference in Geneva, and if 

'an official invitation were received from the Italian Government to hold the Conference 

in Rome, the Secretary-General of the Conference could investigate the latter 

possibility and make such recommendation^ to the Economic and Social Council at its 

forthcoming summer session as he saw fit. Reference was also made to the question 

of adequate financial arrangements. It v/as envisaged that if the Conference were to 

be held in Rome, the opening date may be delayed until 1 April 1964. 
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légr. : UNISANTÉ-Genève 

In reply please refer ： 

Prière de rappeler ] 17 September 1963 

Sir, 

In щу letter of 1 August 1 9 6 3 , I informed the members of the Board of 
the difficulties involved in drawing up the time-table of conferences in 
Geneva in 1964, and particularly of the impossibility of obtaining the 
premises and facilities necessary for holding the Seventeenth World Health 
Assembly in the Palais des Nations on the date fixed by the Executive 
Board in resolution EB32.R19» 

I have the honour to inform you that I have so far received replies 
from eighteen mentoevs of the Board, who have all signified their accep-
tance of щу proposal that, to meet these exceptional circumstances, the 
date fixed in resolution EB52.R19 for the opening of the Seventeenth World 
Health Assembly should be changed to Tuesday, 3 March 1964. 

Since an absolute majority of the members of the Board has thus 
expressed approval and no member of the Board has yet put forward any con-
trary view, I feel that I may justifiably conclude that the Executive 
Board has decided that, subject to consultations with the Secretary-General 
of the United Mations, the Seventeenth World Health Assembly shall begin 
on Tuesday, 3 March 1964, in the Palais des Nations, Geneva. I shall 
therefore convene the Assembly on that date. 

In the same way all the members of the Board who have so far expressed 
an opinion have been in favour of the proposal that a provisional agenda 
for the Assembly should be submitted to the Board by post and, if adopted, 
sent to Governments by 3 January 1964 at the latest• 



17 September 1963 

Unreserved assent has also been expressed in regard to the need to ask 
the World Health Assembly to suspend the application of article 5, 
paragraph (c) of its Rules of Procedure, stipulating that the Board shall 
include in the provisional agenda of each regular session of the Health 
Assembly, among other things, "all items pertaining . . . to the report on 
the accounts for the preceding year"

# 

I shall, therefore, take into account the two decisions thus taken by 
the Board during the preparation of the draft provisional agenda for the 
Seventeenth World Health Assembly, vrtiich will be submitted by post in good 
time for the consideration of the members of the Board. 

In regard to the date for convening the session of the Board that 
normally takes place immediately after the World Health Assembly, three 
members have expressed certain reservations in respect of my suggestion 
that it be postponed until 25 May 19б5# Some other members of the Board 
have expressed no opinion on this matter. In any case it will be for the 
Executive Board itself during its thirty-third session to decide on the 
exact dates of its subsequent session and I shall not fail on that occasion 
to communicate to the Board the comments which have already been made or 
may still be made before the thirty-third session in regard to this matter. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

for M
#
 G . Candau, M.D

# 

Director-General 
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REF : C . L . 3 4 . 1 9 6 3 TELEGR. : UNISANTE. GENEVE 
TEL. : 331000-33 20 00 -33 40 00 

Geneva, 23 September 1963 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you that it has been necessary to change the date 
on which the World Health Assembly was to meet and that the Assembly will n o w 
be convened on 3 March 1964. The reason for this change is that explained in the 

... attached text of a communication sent on 1 August 1963 to m e m b e r s of the Executive 
Board. A s a result of this communication, a majority of the m e m b e r s of the 
Executive Board have expressed their assent to the above-mentioned change of date. 
It should be noted that no meeting facilities will be available in the Palais des Nations 
after 21 March, so that the work of the Assembly will have to be completed by that 
date. 

In accordance with Rules 4 and 5 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, 
the formal notice of convocation to M e m b e r s and Associate M e m b e r s of the 
Organization and invited organizations, will be dispatched not later than 
3 January 1964. The Provisional Agenda, as approved by the Executive Board 
when it meets in January 1964, will be dispatched as soon as possible thereafter. 

However, the draft provisional agenda prepared by the Secretariat and to be 
submitted to the Board at its January session will be attached to the note of convocation 
as advance information to M e m b e r States. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

for M . G . Candau, M . D . 
Director-General 

E N C L : A s mentioned 



ЕВ 33/18 
ANNEX 4 

W O R L D H E A L T H ^ ^ ^ ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
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Palais des Nations 9 У 4 L PaUl* d«s Nations 

G E N E V A - S W I T Z E R L A N D G E N È V E - S U I S S E 

Telegr. : UNISANTE-Geneva Tel. : 33 10 00 - 33 20 00 • 33 40 00 Télégr. : UNISANTÉ - Genève 

In reply please refer to : 

Prière de rappeler la référence : Geneva, 25 October 1963 

Sir, ‘ 

.. I have the honour to submit for your consideration a draft Provisional Agenda 

for the Seventeenth World Health Assembly prepared along the lines set forth in 

m y letters dated 1 August and 17 September 1963. 

A s agreed, in order to comply with the provisions of Rule 4 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly, this draft Provisional Agenda should be dis-

patched, together with the notice convening the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, 

at the latest on 3 January 1964. I should therefore be grateful if you would let m e 

know, at your convenience, and if possible by cable, whether you have any comments 

to formulate on this agenda or whether it meets with your approval • 

The Executive Board, towards the end of its thirty-third session in January next, 

will have an opportunity to revise this Provisional Agenda in the light of the decisions 

taken during the session. A final version will then be dispatched to M e m b e r States 

and Associate M e m b e r s . 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

M . G . Candau, M . D . 

Director-General 

E N C L : A s stated 


