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1. The Seventeenth World Health Assembly in its resolution WHA17.49,1 after 

considering the initiative of the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

France, Italy, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 

United States of America concerning the establishment of an international agency 

for research on cancer, and the conclusions of the delegates of these countries at 

the meetings held in Paris in December 1963 and February 1964 concerning the 

organization, functions and financing of the Agency, authorized the Director -General: 

"to enter into discussions with the countries concerned with a view to the establish- 

ment and operation of a World Research Agency for Cancer, and . . . to report on the 

progress of these discussions at the forthcoming sessions of the Executive Board and 

the World Health Assembly ". 

2. Pursuant to this resolution, the Director- General communicated its contents to 

I/ 
the five interested Governments, drawing their particular attention to operative 

paragraph 1, which authorized him to enter into discussions with them, and after. 

further consultations a meeting of governmental experts was convened by the 

Government of France in Paris from 29 September to 2 October 1964. The meeting 

was attended by representatives of the five Governments referred to above. 

3. At the meeting, the representatives present agreed upon proposals for a 

Statute of aг4 International Agency for Research on Cancer to be recommended to 

their respective Governments for submission by them to the Eighteenth World Health 

Assembly in the form of a resolution under Article 18 of the Constitution of the 

World Health Organization. 

1 Off. Rec. Wld 11th Org., 135, 22. 
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4. It was further proposed and subsequently agreed that, in the meantime, preparatory 

meetings should be organized and that these would comprise, on the one hand, 

representatives of the Governments concerned and of the World Health Organization and, . 

on the other, scientists selected by the Governments in consultation with the 

Director -General. The meetings, would be convened with a view to drawing up pro- 

grammes of work for the future Agenëÿ..and studying cost breakdown and other related 

questions. They would be held in Lyons, France. Such additional expenses as 

might be incurred by WHO consequent upon its furnishing the necessary supporting 

staff and facilities for the meetings would be borne by the Government of France. 

5. The Director -General .signified to the five Governments concerned his acceptance 

of the proposals regarding the preparatory meetings and thereafter a meeting of 

government representatives was held in Lyons from 16 to 18 February 1965, followed 

by a meeting in Lyons of scientists from 29 March to 2 April 1965 and a concluding 

meeting of the government re resentatives on 5 and 6 April.1 The meetings were 

attended by the Director -General and staff members of the World Health Organization 

and the meetings of government representatives were in addition attended by a 

representative of the Government of the Netherlands, who sat as an observer. 

6. In the course of the meetings, the representatives of the sponsoring Governments 

adopted conclusions on the development of a programme of work for the projected 

Agency after consideration of the proposals made by the group of scientists.2 Under 

this programme, the work of the Agency would be concentrated upon epidemiology, the 

training of research workers and support to research directly in relation with these 

two activities. The representatives also approved in their final form the draft 

resolution for the creation of the Agency and the accompanying Statute.3 

1 
A list of the scientists who attended the meeting from 29 March to 2 April 1965 

is attached as Annex 1. (The scientists were also present during part of the 
meetings of the government representatives on 5 and 6 April.) 

2 Attached as Annex 2. 

3 Attached as Annex 5. 
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7. At the request of the five Governments concerned expressed through their 

representatives at the meeting held in Lyons on 5 and 6 April and in accordance with 

the relevant provisions of resolution WHA17.49, as well as the decisions of the 

Executive Board at its thirty- fourth and thirty -fifth sessions,1 the Director -General 

therefore transmits the conclusions and recommendations of the sponsoring Governments 

to the World Health Assembly. 

1 
ЕВ34/Мin/3 Rev.1, page 62, and resolution ЕВ35•R36; Off. Rec. W1d 11th Org., 

14о, 23. 
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LIST OF SСIÉNТISTS W1н6 ATTENDED THE MEETING FROM 
29 MARСН TO 2 APRIL 1965 

ANNEX 1 

Professor P. Bucalossi, Director of the National, Cancer Institute, Milan (Italy) 

Dr W. R. Ѕ. Doll, Head, Medical Research Council Statistical Research Unit, . 

University College Нosp:ital Medical S h.oоl, London (England) (Rapporteur) 

Dr K. M. Endicott, Director, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Maryland (United 

States of America) 

Professor H. lamperl, Director of the Institute of Morbid. Anatomy at Bonn University 

(Federal Republic of Germany) 

Professor G. Klein, Head of the Tumour Biology Service, Karolinska Institute, 
Stockholm (Sweden) 

Professor Hanna Kolodziejska, Director of the Institute of Oncology, Cracow (Poland) 

Professor G. Мathé, Director, Institute of Cancerology and Immunogenetics, 
Н8pital Paul Brousse, Villejuif (France) 

Professor Metcalf, "Garden Fellow ". Department of Cancer Research, Walter and Eliza 

1tll Iг:_stitute of Medical Research, Melbourne (Australia) 

Professor O. MUhlbock, The Netherlands Cancer Institute, Amsterdam (The Netherlands) 

(Chairman) 
.. 

Professor L. M. Shabad, Director of the Institute of Experimental and Clinical 
Oncology, Moscow (USSR) (Vice- Chairman) 

Dr R» M. Taylor, National Cancer Institute of Canada, Toronto (Canada) 

Dr T. Yoshida, Medical Institute of the Sasaki Foundation, Tokyo (Japan) 
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ANNEX 2 

CONCLUSIONS OF THE DELEGAT'ES OF THE SPONSORING COUNTRIES AT THE MEETING HETD 
ON 5 AND 6 APRIL 1965 REGARDING A PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 

AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER 

The delegates of the Sponsoring Countries examined proposals made by a group of 

12 experts for the development of a programme of work under the draft Statute of the 

projected International Agency for Research on Cancer. These proposals were based 

on the principle that provision for research work of the Agency should be concentrated 

in fields where international collaboration is essential for the development of know- 

. ledge. The delegates of the Sponsoring Countries agreed that the future Agency 

should concentrate its main efforts in the fields of epidemiology and training of 

research workers supplemented by support to research primarily related to these two 

main activities. It was considered that a first priority should be accorded to 

epidemiology. This lends itself ideally to concerted international action, since, 

in particular, there is an urgent need to study abnormally high or low frequencies 

that may largely be due to social habits and environmental influences in different 

parts of the world. The recognition of the need to train research workers in the 

field of cancer led the Sponsoring Countries to accept this as a second activity of 

the Agency to which priority should be accorded. Here it was considered that the 

Agency should develop a programme oriented towards the training of scientists for the 

development of the Agency's own activities and towards the needs of institutions that 

would be related to the Agency's research programme. In the development of the 

training programme the Agency would study other existing schemes and consult with 

other organizations to avoid unnecessary duplication. 

The Sponsoring Countries recognized furthermore that it would be necessary to 

include in the programme support to research of different kinds in order to carry 

out satisfactorily the proposed activities in epidemiology and the programme of 

education and training. 

The delegates also agreed that the Agency should study further the needs for 

dissemination of unpublished scientific information, and the information needs of 

research centres in developing countries. 



Alb /P&B /11 
page 6 

Annex 2 

On the assumption of a budget of approximately $ 2 000 000 and considering the 

relative importance of the different parts of the programme, the Sponsoring Countries 

suggested that the following tentative percentage distribution of funds would be 

appropriate=. 

Governing bodies 
Administration (central 

) 
office) ) 

Epidemiology 

Education and training 

Support for research - related to the programme of 
permanent activities. 

Information. 

Contingency 

ао 

10 

16.5 

2.5 

100.0 
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ANNEX 3 

DRAFT RESOLUTION OF THE WORLD. HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Whereas Article 18 of the Constitution provides, inter alla, that one 

of the functions of the Health Assembly shall be to create such other 

institutions as it may consider desirable with a view to promoting and 

carrying on research; 

Considering that the Governments of the Federal Republic of Germany, 

France, Italy, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and 

the United States of America have agreed to sponsor the creation of and to 

participate in the functioning of an International Agency for Research on 

Cancer in accordance with the provisions of the Statute attached to this 

resolution; 

Considering that many governments have expressed their interest in the 

creation of such an Agency, 

The Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 

Considering resolution WHA17.49 of the World Héalth Assembly, dated 

19 March 1964, 

DECIDES to create an International Agency for Research on Cancer which 

shall be established and carry on its functions in accordance with the 

provisions of the attached Statute. 
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STATUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER 

ARTICLE I. OBJECTIVE 

The objective of the Internationаl.Agency for Research on Cancer shall be to 

promote international - collaboration in cancer research.. The Agency shall serve as 

a means through which Participating States and the World Health Organization, in 

liaison with the International Union against Cancer and other interested inter- 

national organizations, may co- operate in the stimulation and support of all phases 

of research related to the problem of cancer. 

ÁRTICLE II. FUNCTIONS 

In order to achieve its objectives, the Agency shall have the following 

functions: 

1. The Agency shall make provision for planning, promoting and developing research 

in all phases of the causation, treatment and prevention of cancer. 

2. The Agency shall carry out a programme of permanent activities. These acti- 

vities shall include: 

(a) the collection and dissemination of information on epidemiology of 

cancer, on cancer research and 'on the caüsatión'and prevention of cancer 

throughout the world; 

(b) the consideration of proposals and preparation of plans for projects in, 

or in support of, cancer research; such projects should be designed to make 

the best possible use of any scientific and financial resources and special 

opportunities for studies of the natural history of cancer which may arise; 

(c) the education and training of personnel for cancer research. 

З. The Agency may arrange for the carrying out of special projects; however, such 

special projects shall be initiated only upon the specific approval of the Governing 

Council, based upon the recommendation of the Scientific Council. 
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4. Such special projects may include: 

(a) activities complementary to the permanent programme; 

(b) the demonstration of pilot cancer prevention activities; 

(c) the encouragement of, and the giving of assistance to, research at the 

national level, if necessary by the direct establishment Of research drgani- 

nations. 

5. In carrying out its programme of permanent services or any special projects, 

the Agency may collaborate with any other entity. 

ARTIC.T,F,III. PARTICIPATING STATES .. 

Any Member of the World Health Organization may, subject to the provisions of 

Article XII, participate actively in the Agency by undertaking, in a notification 

to the Director -General of the World Health Organization, to observe and apply the 

provisions of this Statute. In this Statute, Members which have made such a 

notification are termed "Participating States ". 

ARTICTR IV. STRUCTURE 

The Agency shall comprise: 

(a) the Governing Council; 

(b) the Scientific' Council; 

(c) the Secretariat. 

ARTICTF V. ТHE GOVERNING. COUNCIL.. 

1. The Governing Council shall be composed of one representative..of.each Partici 

pating State and the Director -General of the World Health Organization, who may be 

accompanied by alternates or advisers. 

2. Each member of the Governing Council shall have one vote. 



А18/Р&B/11 
page ii 

Annex 3 

З. The Governing Council shall: 

(a) adopt thе''budget; 

(b) adopt financial regulations; 

(c) control expenditure; 

(d) decide'on the size of the Secretariat; 

(e) elect its officers; 

(f) adopt its own rules of procedure. 

4. The Governing Council after considering the recommendations of the Scientific 

Council, shall: 

(a) adopt the programme of permanent activities; 

(b) approve any special project; 

(c), decide upon any supplementary programme. 

5. Decisions of the Governing Council under sub -paragraphs (a) and (b) of paragraph 3 

of this Article shall be made by a two -thirds majority of its members which are 

Participating States. 

6. Decisions of the Governing Council shall be taken by a simple majority of 

members present and voting, except as otherwise provided in this .Statute. A 

majority of members shall constitute a quorum. 

7. The Governing Council shall meet in ordinary session at least once in each year. 

It may also meet in extraordinary session at the request of one third of its members. 

8. The Governing Council may appoint sub -committees and working groups. 
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ARTICLE VI. THE SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL 

1. The Scientific Council shall be composed of twelve highly qualified scientists, 

selected on the basis of their technical competence in cancer research and allied 

fields. 

2. The members of the Scientific Council shall be appointed by the Governing 

Council. The Director -General of the World Health Organization, after consultation 

with qualified scientific organizations, shall propose a list of experts to the 

Governing Council. 

З. Each member of the Scientific Council shall serve for a term of three years. 

However, of the members first appointed, the terms of four members shall expire at 

the end of one year, and the terns of four more members shall expire at the end of 

two years. The members whose terms are to expire at the end of one year and the 

members whose terms are to expire at the end of two years shall be chosen by lot to 

be drawn by the Director- General of the World Health Organization immediately after 

the first appointments have been made. 

Any member leaving the Scientific Council can be re- appointed only after at 

least one year has elapsed, except those who have been chosen by lot in accordance 

with the above procedure. 

4. The Scientific Council shall be responsible for: 

(a) adopting its own rules of procedure; 

(b) the periodical evaluation of the activities of the Agency; 

(c) recommending programmes and preparing special projects for submission 

to the Governing Council; 

(d) the periodical evaluation of special projects sponsored by the Agency; 

(е) reporting to the Governing Council, for consideration at the time 

that body considers the programme and budget, upon the matters dealt with 

in sub -paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) above. 
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ARTICTF VII. SECRETARIAT 

1. Subject to the general authority of the Director- General of the World Health 

Organ:ization, the', Secretariat' shall be the administrative and technical organ of the 

Agency.,., It shall in addition oarry out the decisions of the Governing Council and 

the Scientific Council. . 

2. The Seerétаriat -shall consist 'of the Director of the Agency and such technical 

and administrative staff ás may b.e. required. 

3. The Director of the Agency shall be selected by the Governing Council. The 

appointment shall be effected by the Director -General of the World Health Organi- 

zation on such terms as the Governing Council may determine. 

4. The staff of the Agency shall be appointed in a manner to be determined by 

agreement between the Director- General of the World Health Organization and the 

Director of the Agency. 

5. The Dir,pc.tor,of the Agency shall be the chief executive officer of the Agency. 

He shall be responsible for: 

(a) . preparing the future programme and the budget estimates; 

(b) supervising the execution of the programme and the scientific 

activities; 

(c) directing administrative and financial matters. 

6. The Director of the Agency shall submit a report on the progress of the Agency 

and the budget estimates for the next financial year to each Participating State and 

to the Director -General of the World Health Organization, which shall be distributed 

to reach them at least thirty days before the regular annual meeting of the 

Governing Council. ' 
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ARTICLE VIII. FINANCE 

1. The administrative services and permanent activities of the Agency shall be 

financed by equal annual contributions by each Participating State. 

2. These annual contributions shall be due on 1 January of each year and must be 

paid not later. than 31 December of that year. 

З. These annual contributions shall be $ 150 000. 

4+. The amount of these contributions shall not be changed for five years except by 

unanimous decision of the Governing Council. After that period, any decision to 

change the amount shall require a two -thirds majority of the members of the 

Governing Council who are representatives of Participating States. 

5. A Participating State which is in arrears in the payment of its annual contri- 

bution shall have no vote in the Governing Council if the amount of its arrears 

equals or exceeds the amount of contributions due from it for the preceding financial 

year. 

6. The Governing Council may establish a working capital fund and decide its 

amount. 

7. The Governing Council shall be empowered to accept grants or special contri- 

butions from any individual, body or government. 

The special projects of the Agency shall be financed from such grants or 

special contributions. 

8. The funds and assets of the Agency shall be treated as trust funds under. 

Article VI (6) and (7) of the Financial Regulations of the World Health Organization. 

They shall be accounted for separately from the funds and assets of the World Health 

Organization and administered in accordance with the financial regulations adopted 

by the Governing Council. 
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ARTICTR IX. HEADQUARTERS 

The site of the hpadquarters of the Agency shall be determined key the.Góverning 

Council. 

ARTICT,E Х. A.MENDМENTS 

Except as provided in Article VIII, ?F, amendments to this Statute shall come into 

force when adopted by the Governing Council by a two -thirds majority of its members 

who are representatives of Participating States and accepted by the World Health 

Assembly. 

ARTÍCT,E XI. ENIRY INTO FORCE 

The provisions of this Statute shall enter into force when five of the States 

which took the initiative in proposing the International Agency for Research on 

Cancer have given the undertaking referred to in Article III to observe and apply 

the provisions of the present Statute. 

ARTICT,E XII. NEW PARTICIPATÍOG STATES 

After the entry into force of this Statute, any State Member of the World Health 

Organization may be admitted as a Participating State, provided that: 

(a) the Governing Cоunсil, by a two -thirds majority of its members who are 

representatives of Participating States, considers that the State is able to 

contribute effectively to the scientific and technical work of the Agency; 

(b) and thereafter, the .State gives the undertaking referred to in Article III. 

ARTICT,E XIII. WITHDRAWAL FROM PARTICIPATION 

A Participating State may withdraw from participation in the operation of the 

Agency by notifying the Director- General of the World Health Organization of its 

intention to withdraw. Such a notification shall take effect six months after its 

receipt by the Director -General of the World Health Organization. 


