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FINANCE AND LEGAL MATTERS

The Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters held its seventh
and eighth meetings on 14 May 1965 .

.....

The Committee decided to recommend to the Eighteenth World Health Assembly
the adoption of the following resolutions:
1.

Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which
may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution
’’The-Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the reports of the Executive Board and of its.....
Ad Hoc Committee on Member States in arrears in the payment of their
contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of "the Constitution;
Noting the explanations provided by the Member States in arrears
subsequent to the report of the Ad Hoc Committee;' and
Reiterating the provisions of resolutions WHA8.L5* WHA16.20 and WHA17.35*
1.

DECIDES not to suspend the voting rights of Haiti and Uruguay at the

Eighteenth World Health Assembly;
2.

EXPRESSES the conviction that these Member States will regularize their

situation so that it need not be considered once again at the Nineteenth
"■World Health Assembly; . .and..
3

REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate the text of this resolution

. to the Member States concerned."
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2•

Amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the
Health Assembly as proposed by the Executive Board at its thirty-fifth
session,
ADOPTS the amendments to the Rules of Procedure as well as the Guiding
Principles for the conduct of elections by secret ballot set forth below."
Rule 61
A delegate or a representative of an Associate Member may at any time
move the closure of the debate on the item under discussion whether or not
any other delegate or representative of an Associate Member has signified
his wish to speak.
If request is made for permission to speak against
closure, it may be accorded to not more than two speakers, after which
the motion shall be immediately put to the vote.
If the Health Assembly
decides in favour of closure, the President shall declare the debate closed.
The Health Assembly shall thereafter vote only on the one or more proposals
moved before the closure.
Rule 69
Each Member shall have one vote in the Health Assembly.
For the purposes
of these Rules, the phrase "Members present and voting" means Members casting
a valid affirmative or negative vote. Members abstaining from voting are
considered as not voting.
Rule 72
The Health Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands, except that
any delegate may request a roll-call, which shall then be taken in the
English or French alphabetical order of the names of the Members, in alternate
years . The name of the Member to vote first shall be determined by lot.
Rule 75bis
When the Health Assembly votes by secret ballot, the ballot itself and
the check of the number of ballot papers shall take place in plenary meeting.
Unless the Health Assembly determines otherwise the counting of votes shall
take place in a separate room to which delegations shall have access.
This
counting shall take place under the supervision of the President or of one of
the Vice-Presidents of the Health Assembly.
The Health Assembly may proceed
with its work during the period before the results of the ballot can be announced.

Words underlined indicate the amendments.
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Rule 78bis
In an election each Member, unless he abstains, shall vote for that
number of candidates equal to the number of elective places to be filled.
Any ballot paper on which there are more or fewer names than there are elective
places to be filled shall be null and void.
Rule 79
If during an election one or more elective places cannot be filled by
reason of an equal number of votes having been obtained by two or more candidates.
a ballot shall be held among such candidates to determine which of them will be
elected.
This procedure may be repeated if necessary. If the votes are
equally divided on a matter other than an election, the proposal shall be
regarded as not adopted.
Rule 80
Subject to any decision of the Health Assembly the procedure governing the
conduct of business and voting by committees shall conform as far as practicable
to the Rules relative to the conduct of business and voting in plenary meetings.
One-third of the members of a committee shall constitute a quorum.
The presence
of a majority of a committee shall, however, be required for a question to be put
to a vote.
Rule 100
Delete this Rule.
Rule 101
Delete this Rule.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS BY
SECRET BALLOT

1.

Before voting begins, the President shall hand to the two tellers appointed by

him the list of Members entitled to vote and the list of candidates.

For the

elections of Members entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board
or of the Director-General, the list of candidates shall include only those nomin
ations submitted to the World Health Assembly in accordance with the procedure laid
down in Rules 98 and 108 respectively of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health
Assembly.
2.

The Secretariat shall distribute a ballot paper to each delegation.

Every

ballot paper shall be of the same size and colour without distinguishing marks.
3.

The tellers shall satisfy themselves that the ballot box is empty and, having

locked it, shall hand the key to the President.
4.

Members shall be called in turn to vote in the required alphabetical order of

their names,'*' beginning with the name of a Member which shall have been drawn by lot.
The call shall be made in English, French, Russian and Spanish.
5.

The secretary of the meeting and the tellers shall record each Member's vote

by marking the margin of the list of Members entitled to vote opposite to the name of
the Member in question.
6.

At the conclusion of the calling of Members, the President shall ensure that

all the Members present and entitled to vote have been called.

He shall then

declare the voting closed and announce that the votes are to be counted.
7.

When the ballot box has been opened, the tellers shall count the number of

ballot papers.

If the number is not equal to that of the voters, the President

shall declare the vote invalid and another ballot shall be held.
8.

Where the counting of votes takes place outside the Assembly Hall, the ballot

papers shall be returned to the ballot box which shall be taken by the tellers to
the room where the votes are to be counted.

^ Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly, Rule 72.
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9.

One of the tellers shall then read aloud the names which are on the ballot paper

The number of votes obtained by each of the candidates mentioned shall be written
opposite their names by the other teller on a document drawn up for this purpose.
10.

A ballot paper on which no names are written or which bears the word "abstention

shall be considered as signifying an abstention.
11.

The following shall be considered null and void:
(a)

ballot papers on. which there are more -or fewer names than there are

elective places to be filled or on which the name of any candidate appears
more than once;
(b)

ballot papers in which the voters have revealed their identity, in

particular by apposing their signature or mentioning the name of the Member
they represent;
(c)

where the Rules of Procedure so require, ballot papers bearing the

names of candidates other than those nominated in accordance with the
provisions of those Rules.
12.

When the counting of the votes is completed, the tellers shall indicate the

results in a document drawn up for this purpose, which they shall sign and hand to
the President.

The latter, in plenary meeting, shall announce the results in the

following order:
Number of Members entitled to vote
Number absent
Number of abstentions
Number of ballot papers null and void
Number of Members present and voting
Number required for a majority
Names of candidates and the number of votes secured by each of them, in
descending order of the number of votes.
13.

For the purposes of these provisions, the following definitions shall apply:
(a)

"Absent" - Members entitled to vote but whose representatives are not

present at the meeting at which the secret ballot takes place.
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(b)

"Number of Members present and voting" - The difference between the

number of Members with the right to vote and the total number of absentees,
abstentions and invalid ballot papers.
14.

The President shall declare elected candidates who have obtained the required

majority.

15 .

The list signed by the tellers and on which the results of the vote have been

recorded shall constitute the official record of the count of the ballot and shall be
retained in the Organization’s files.

The ballot papers shall be destroyed

immediately after the declaration of the results of the ballot.

3.

WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Exeoutive
Board on the participation of the World Health Organization in the Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance,'1'
NOTES with appreciation the improvement since January in the financial
situation of the Programme".

4.

Extension of the agreement with UNRWA
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Considering that, on 29 September 1950, an agreement was concluded
between the Director-General of the World Health Organization and the Director
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA) on the basis of principles established by the Third
World Health Assembly;
Considering that the Sixteenth World Health Assembly in resolution
WHA16.41 extended the duration of this agreement until 30 о^ne 19б5>
Considering that, subsequently, the General Assembly of the United
2
Nations, at its nineteenth session, extended the mandate of UNRWA until
ЗО June 1966 ; and
^ Document AI8/AFL/9 .
2 Resolution A/hES/2002 (XIX).
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Considering that the World Health Organization should continue the
technical direction of the health programme administered by UNRWA,
AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend the duration of the
agreement with UNRWA until 30 June 1966."
5*

Selection of the C44untry in which the Nineteenth World Health Assembly
will be held
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Considering the provisions of Article 14 of the Constitution with
regard to the selection of the country or region in which the next
Health Assembly will be held,

■-

DECIDES that the Nineteenth World Health Assembly shall be held
in Switzerland."

6.

Annual Report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board for 19бЗ
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly
NOTES the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund
as indicated by the annual report for the year 19бЗ and as reported by
the Director-General."

7.

Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly
RESOLVES that the member of the Executive Board designated by the
Government of Mexico be appointed as member of the WHO Staff Pension
Committee, and that the member of the Board designated by the Government
of India be appointed as alternate member, the appointments being for
a period of three years."

8.

Headquarters accommodation
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive
Board concerning headquarters,accommodation, together with its annexed reports
of the Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation and of the DirectorGeneral;^

^ Document A18/AFL/12.
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1.

NOTES the increase in the architect's estimate of the total cost, of the

construction project as a consequence of the necessary corrections in the
heating and air-conditioning installation;
2.

NOTES that, notwithstanding this latest increase which brings the total

estimated cost to a figure higher than the presently authorized credits and
thus makes it necessary to seek additional sums, these sums can be found
without great difficulty through a combination of the already planned
budgetary provisions for the years 1966, 1967 and 1968, and the fact that
the first repayment on the loan from the Republic and Canton of Geneva will
be made only in 1969;
3.

AUTHORIZES the Director-General, notwithstanding the provisions of

paragraph 3 of resolution WHAl6.22,^ to proceed with the building project in
accordance with the architect's current estimate and the plan of financing
described in his report to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board;
4.

and

REQUESTS the Director-General to report further, through the Executive

Board and Standing Committee, to the Nineteenth World Health Assembly on the
financing of the building project."
9.

Headquarters accommodation
"The Eighteenth World Health Assembly,
Noting with satisfaction that by the time of the next Health Assembly
the headquarters building is expected to be completed and the secretariat
installed therein;
Considering that this represents another significant step in the
development of the Organization;

and

Considering, further, that such an event in the life of the Organization
should be formally observed,
1.

REQUESTS the Executive Board and the Director-General to arrange for a

suitable inaugural ceremony at the time of the Nineteenth World Health
Assembly and to take such other measures as may be appropriate to mark the
occasion;
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 7th ed. , 339.
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2.

SUGGESTS that the inaugural ceremony might include a token presentation

by Members, symbolic of the voluntary gifts which they have made to the
construction and furnishing of the building;
3.

and

AUTHORIZES the Executive Board to take decisions, on behalf of the

Health Assembly, necessary to celebrate the completion of the World Health
Organization's headquarters building."

