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1. The Director-General reported to the thirty-fifth session of the Executive 
Board on matters of administrative, budgetary and financial co-ordination.'1"
The report of the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
and the decisions of the General Assembly on the report of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions have still not been made. The Director- 
General will therefore report to the Executive Board at such time as they are 
available.

2. The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination held its thirty-ninth session on 
28 and 29 April 1965. The report has just been received and the paragraphs of the 
report dealing with administrative, budgetary and financial questions are annexed.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 140, Annex 18.
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EXTRACT FROM DOCUMENT E/4029 
Thirty-First Report of the Administrative Committee

on Co-ordination

XV. MEETING WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ADVISORY COMMIITEE ON 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS

7 8. The Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions was invited to meet with the ACC during its thirty-ninth session for the 
purpose of exchanging views on current and future matters of interest to both 
Committees and with the hope of improving mutual understanding and co-operation. 
There was general appreciation at the meeting that the work of the ACABQ was 
closely connected with the programme aspects of the activities of the different 
organizations in the United Nations system.

79. Among specific questions on which exchange of views took place were 
reimbursement to agencies of overhead costs of EFTA and Special Fund projects, 
preparation and submission of agency budget (Council resolution 1044 (XXXVII))
(see paragraphs 82-88 below) and inter-agency co-ordination in the use of computers.

80. On the first question the members of the ACC representing executing 
agencies suggested that it would seem reasonable to apply the increased rate of 
reimbursement not only in respect of new Special Fund projects approved in and 
after June 1965 but also, subject to adjustment as appropriate, in respect of 
all operations to be carried out under projects already approved.

81. On the second point, the Chairman of ACAEQ agreed with the view that the 
preparation and presentation of agency budgets on a uniform basis to their 
respective legislative bodies was not practical,

XVI. PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION OF AGENCY BUDGETS

82. The ACC considered, in accordance with a request contained in Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1044 (XXXVII), to what extent the specialized agencies 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency could be requested to use a uniform
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layout for the preparation and presentation of their respective budgets. It was 
understood that this request was not to be taken as applying to the budget of the 
Fund or the Bank and its affiliated agencies.

8 3. ACC had previously arranged for this question to be examined by financial and 
budget officers of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, who held two ad hoc meetings in Geneva in December 1964 and 
January 1965. As the resolution had asked the ACC's consideration of the question 
be carried out In consultation with the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions, arrangements were made for preliminary consultations to be 
undertaken between the financial and budget officers and the Chairman of the ACABQ. 
These consultations took place at the second of these meetings.

84. The ACC first considered the intent of the resolution, which it took to reflect 
a desire of the Economic and Social Council to be provided with information which 
would assist it in meeting its responsibilities as a co-ordinating body under 
Article 63 of the United Nations Charter. More specifically, it felt that the 
Council might wish to have information on the expenditures by the various 
organizations on programmes of activity which would help it:

(a) to see at a glance the purpose for which funds are spent by the 
organizations in fields of interest to the Council, and to follow the trends 
of this expenditure;

(b) to encourage, to the extent practicable, the development of activities 
in areas to which it attaches particular importance; and

(c) to draw attention to possible areas of duplication of activities.

The ACC considered that to be of the greatest assistance to the Council, the 
information provided should cover the relevant activities of the United Nations 
as well as those of the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency.
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85. The ACC noted that the programmes and budgets of the organizations differed 
widely in presentation, since each had been developed, to meet specific needs.
Each had been designed to take into account the review processes and the particular 
requirements of the bodies to which it was submitted for approval, and these 
requirements differed from one organization to another. For this reason, it 
did not seem feasible to standardize the form in which the budgets were submitted 
for such approval, and the ACC would suggest that the organizations could best 
assist the Council by submitting information of interest to it in the form of an 
ACC document designed especially for this purpose. The form and content of the 
document could be reviewed from time to time as might be required with a view to 
meeting any change in the needs of the Council.

86. The ACC considers that, if this suggestion were accepted by the Council, the 
main component of the information to be submitted might perhaps best consist of a 
listing, in convenient form, of the activities of the various organizations in 
fields of interest to the Council, with an indication of the expenditures involved.
In drawing up the list of headings to be used, account would be taken of existing 
classifications of activities. The listing would be accompanied by figures showing 
related expenditures which could not be readily identified with particular 
programmes. The totals of all expenditures would also be shown. In order to 
give the Council as complete a picture as possible, the information would cover 
expenditures both under regular budgets and under extra-budgetary programmes 
including the Expanded Programmes of Technical Assistance and the Special Fund.

8 7. It is the opinion of the ACC that in submissions of this kind the organizations 
should aim at giving information which would cover a period of at least three years.
The information would be based on expenditures incurred or budgets approved by the 
competent authorities. Accordingly, the latest year for which information would
be provided would be the last year for which approval budgets for all the organizations 
were available, except that any organization which was in a position to do so might 
also include in its report approved figures going beyond that year. Once the 
procedure had been agreed upon, the Council could thus expect to receive in time 
for its summer session information covering in respect of all organizations the 
approved figures up to the end of the current year.



A18/AFL/24
Annex
page 4

88. Preliminary arrangements have been made for the further work which will be 
required if the above proposals are acceptable to the Council, and which involves 
in particular the question of the headings under which the expenditures of the 
organizations might be grouped, including the headings to be used to cover their 
various programmes of activity.

XVII. OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS

89» The normal inter-organization consultations on administrative matters have 
continued. The principal items of note are:

90. Common grading standards„ To speed up the work of preparation of common 
grading standards for posts in the Professional category in all organizations In 
the United Nations common system, ACC has decided to borrow, on a shared cost 
basis, for a period of up to one year, one or two classification experts from 
national civil service commissions„ The experts will review existing grading 
and grading standards In four fields of work which are relatively common to all 
organizations, and will make recommendations for common standards.

9 1. Compensation for service-incurred injuries, etc. Further progress has been 
made in agreeing common rules and practices on compensation for service-incurred 
illness, injury or death. Agreement has been reached on, inter alia, the scope 
of such rules and the criteria to be applied in dealing with certain difficult 
types of cases, such as nervous disorders or diseases endemic to particular areas.

92 . Review of base salary scales for the Professional and higher categories.
A study has been completed within the ACC framework of the movement of salaries in 
a number of the larger national civil services since I960, which was the last year 
taken Into account when present United Nations salary scales were reviewed in 1961. 
The scope of this study was discussed in 1964 with the International Civil Service 
Advisory Board. The study will be transmitted to the Board at Its thirteenth 
session in May 1965-
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93» Conditions of service for field staff. A study has been made of conditions 
of service of experts employed in bilateral aid programmes. Its results will be 
utilized in further longer-term studies of such problems as assignment and related 
allowances and the provision of housing and related amenities for field staff - 
problems which continue to exercise ACC in view of difficulties in recruitment 
for field programmes.


