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REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD AT THE SIXTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Director-General has been requested by the Representatives of the 
Executive Board at the Sixteenth World Health Assembly to forward their report 
to the Board. This report is attached.
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REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OP THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 
AT THE SIXTEENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

In compliance with resolution EB351.R51, Dr М. K. Afridi and Dr A. Nabulsi 
attended the Sixteenth World Health Assembly as representatives of the Executive Board.

At one of the early plenary meetings. Dr Afridi presented to the Assembly,
Official Records Nos. 120, 124 and 125, with a brief resume of the salient features 
of the discussions that had taken place at the thirtieth and thirty-first sessions of 
the Executive Board. He referred in particular to:

(a) the two organizational studies undertaken by the Board, namely "Measures 
for providing effective assistance in medical education and training to meet 
priority needs of the newly independent and emerging countries", and "Methods of 
planning and execution of projects";

(b) the Board’s endorsement of the Director-General's arrangement for 
assistance to national health planning, education and training and operational 
staff in the newly independent States;

(c) the satisfactory progress so far made in the malaria eradication 
programme and the need for reassessment of its future prospects; and

(d) the need to divert increased resources to the control of disease and the 
improvement ef health, with particular reference to the United Nations 
Development Decade.

He also alluded to the appointments of the Regional Director for South-East Asia 
and the Regional Director for the Americas and in a private session of the Assembly 
presented the resolution of the Board on the nomination of Dr M. G. Candau for the 
post of Director-General of the World Health Organization.

In conclusion, he drew special attention to the praiseworthy feature of the 
Board's decisions in that they were based on individual professional experiences of 
the members, and had mostly been unaffected by extraneous considerations.

1 Off. Rec.Wli Illth Org. 124, 28
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The representatives of the Board subsequently attended the meetings of the two 
Main Committees and of the General Committee.

Dr Nabulsi introduced the following subjects in the Committee on Administration, 
Finance and Legal Matters:

1. Supplementary budget estimates for 196j)

2. Review of programme and budget estimates for 1964 relating to:

2.1 Organizational meetings

2.2 Administrative services

2.3 Other purposes

5. Financial report on the accounts of WHO for 1962, report of the External Auditor 
and comments thereon of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board (Article 18 (f)* 
Financial Regulations 11.5).

4. Malaria Eradication Special Account

5. Malaria eradication postage stamps

6. Headquarters accommodation, progress report

7. Accommodation for the Regional Office for Africa

8. Meetings of the Regional Committee for Africa f)

9. Report on amendments to the Staff Rules, as confirmed by the Executive Board

In the Committee on Programme and Budget, Dr Afridi not only introduced the 
programme and budget estimates for 1964 in respect of the main features of the 
programme and recommendation concerning the budgetary ceiling, but also took an active 
part in the Committee’s review of the operating programme in detail. He outlined the 
views of the Executive Board in regard to the two organizational studies and 
introduced resolutions proposed by the Executive Board on the following items:
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1. Report on development of the malaria eradication programme

2. Smallpox eradication programme

3- Continued assistance to newly independent States

4. Joint FAO/WHO programme on food standards (Codex Alimentarius)

5. Developments in activities assisted jointly with UNICEF

In the course of discussions the delegates emphasized in particular the following 
points:

(1) their concern that UNICEF may decrease help in joint WHO/UNICEF projects. 
With this object in view another operative paragraph was added to the 
resolution proposed by the Executive Board;

(2) a change in the form of presentation of the proposals for regular programme 
and budget estimates so as to bring out more clearly than now the state of 
expenditure on a functional basis by regions and by items of activity;

(3 ) resolutions proposed by the Executive Board on clinical and pharmacological 
evaluation of drugs and on joint FAO/WHO programme on food standards (Codex 
Alimentarius) were amended.

In the General Committee, a proposal was put forward that the Executive Board 
may study ways and means of reducing the length of speeches in the plenary meetings 
to five minutes, allowing the delegates to have the detailed version printed in the 
records. One member, however, objected to the latter part of the proposal. He felt 
that the same purpose would be served if an effective lighting system was installed 
which would not allow the speech to proceed beyond five minutes. Since this item 
has been included in the agenda of the forthcoming meeting of the Executive Board, 
it will doubtless receive due consideration.

The contributions of the Executive Board representatives would seem to have been 
well received by the delegates and to have assisted the Assembly in its discussions 
and in taking decisions. The Board's representatives are therefore of the opinion 
that the Executive Board should continue to be represented at the Health Assembly and 
that, to this end, it should appoint two of its members to attend the Assembly on its 
behalf.

_______________________М. K. Afridi__________ A. Nabulsi


