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REPORT OP THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION
(Eighth Session)

1. The Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation, set up under 
resolution EB26.R13 , held its eighth session on 8 and 16 May 1963.

2. The following members were presents

Professor E. Aujaleu, Chairman
Mr T. J. Brady, alternate to Dr J. D. Hourihane
Dr L. Molitor
Dr М. K. Afridi, Chairman of the Executive Board, ex officio

3. Award of Contracts for Work in Section II
23 .1 The report of the seventh session of the Standing Committee submitted to 

the Executive Board at its thirty-first session gave a list of the work forming 
Section II and stated that 110 firms from 12 different countries had shown 
interest in one or more parts of the work. Several of these firms later withdrew 
and the tender documents were finally sent on 15 December 1962 to 91 firms from 
10 different countries.

The tenders were opened on 1 March 1963 and passed on to the Architect for 
his consideration and his recommendations regarding the award of contracts. The 
Architect's reports were then submitted to the Contracts Committee appointed by the 
Director-General in accordance with paragraph 11 of the Procedure for the

3Inviting of Tenders and the Award of Contracts, approved by the Executive Board.
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In fact tenders were received from 52 firms in six different countries, some 
firms having submitted tenders for several lots.

3.2 The Committee noted that contracts had been awarded to the firms that had 
entered the lowest acceptable offers in respect of the work for proofing and metal- 
fittings, light metal external door and window frames, glass, metal ceilings and 
light fittings, and doors and dcor frames. The firms concerned were from four 
different countries.

3 .3 The work concerning metal façades was subjected to thorough examination, the 
Building Contracts Committee having recommended that, subject to consultation with the 
Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation, the contracts for this work be 
awarded to a bidder who was not the lowest one. This recommendation of the Contracts 
Committee reflected the opinion of the Architect who, after reviewing the various offers 
did not consider the lowest tender as acceptable.

In view of the heavy increase in cost of the project as a whole the Committee was 
naturally reluctant to agree to the acceptance of a tender which happened to be greatly 
in excess of the lowest. However, after discussion with the Architect it emerged that 
there were sound technical reasons for the non-acceptance of lower tenders. Furthermore, 
it appeared that at this stage re-tendering for this work was not practicable, as it 
would entail a delay that would seriously upset the construction programme of the 
building. In these circumstances the Committee was forced to the conclusion that 
there was no alternative to the proposal put forward by the Contracts Committee.

3 .4  The Committee took note of the explanations given by the representative of the 
Director-General and by the Architect regarding the tenders which had been submitted 
for movable partitions, and agreed to the decision of the Contracts Committee to award 
this contract to the firm which, taking into account technical considerations and the 
economies resulting from the ease of handling, had submitted the lowest acceptable 
offer.
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4. Progress Report on the Building

4.1 The Standing Committee took note of the progress report^ submitted by the 
Director-General to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. While expressing its 
satisfaction at the progress made in the construction since the date of the seventh 
session, the Committee reiterated its desire that successful tenderers keep to the time
limits explicitly accepted at the time of submission of their tenders, particularly in

2the case of the main building work.

5. Financial Situation

5.1 The Committee took note of the report on this subject submitted by the 
Director-General to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly.^ This report was 
considered on 8 May 19бЗ by the Ad Hoc Committee to which the Executive Board had 
delegated responsibility for examining the matter on behalf of the Board and reporting 
on it to the Sixteenth Assembly. The Standing Committee noted that in its report
to the Sixteenth Assembly^ the Ad Hoc Committee considered that the situation as at 
30 April 1963 had not altered the basis of the recommendation of the Executive Board 
in paragraph 4 of resolution EB31.R25 which read as follows:

"RECOMMENDS to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, in consequence, 
that the financial authorization for the accomplishment of the new 
headquarters building project be increased to about sixty million Swiss 
francs, the revised amount to be determined by the Health Assembly in 
the light of the situation at the time of that Assembly."

The Standing Committee noted further that the Committee on Administration,
Finance and Legal Matters had recommended to the Sixteenth Assembly the adoption of a 
resolution under the terms of which, having noted the reports and recommendations of the 
Executive Board, its Standing Committee on Headquarters Accommodation and its Ad Hoc 
Committee, as well as the report of the Director-General:

 ̂Document A16/AFL/12
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"The Sixteenth World Health Assembly

3- DECIDES to revise operative paragraph 1 of resolution WHA13.46 
by authorizing the construction of the building at a cost not exceeding 
Sw.fr. 60 000 000;

4. DECIDES furthermore that, subject to the total authorization of 
funds for the building project, provision for underground parking for 
about ЗОО vehicles should be madej

T)

The Standing Committee asked the Director-General to keep it informed of the 
results of his negotiations with the Government of the Swiss Confederation and the 
Government of the Republic and Canton of Geneva with a view to obtaining an increase in 
the amount of the interest-free loan intended to finance the construction of the 
building.

6. Gifts from Governments

6.1 Under the powers delegated to it in this connexion by the Executive Board^ the
Standing Committee discussed the gifts in kind which have been offered by Member States

2in addition to those mentioned in its previous report.

The Standing Committee noted that the Government of Finland had decided to make a 
gift of the furnishing and decoration of the Director-General's office and the staff 
rest room. The Committee decided to accept the gift on the understanding that 
agreement would be reached between the Finnish and WHO Architects on the designing 
of the furniture and other fittings which would then be approved by the Director-General.

The Standing Committee noted that the Government of Pakistan had offered a gift of 
marble, which, according to the Architect's suggestion, would be used for the external 
surfaces of the east and west lift wells. The Standing Committee confirmed the 
Director-General's provisional acceptance of this gift.

 ̂Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed. p. 355* resolution EB26.R36 
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The Standing Committee noted that the Government of Poland had offered a bust 
of Marie Curie-Sklodowska and a carpet of traditional Polish design. The Standing 
Committee decided to accept these gifts, leaving it to the discretion of the 
Director-General to select, in agreement with the Architect, the areas or locations 
in which these gifts could be used to the best effect.

The Standing Committee noted that the Government of Thailand had offered a gift 
of silk curtains for the Executive Board Room. In view of the design of the Board 
Room, the Director-General suggested to the Government of Thailand that it would be 
better if the silk fabric were used to cover the walls. The Standing Committee noted 
the suggestion made by the Director-General and agreed, subject to satisfactory 
negotiations being made between the Director-General and the Government of Thailand, 
to accept this gift.

The Standing Committee noted that the Government of Tunisia had informed the 
Organization that it wished to contribute to the furnishing and fitting of the new 
building by providing decorative furniture, and that, in agreement with the Architect, 
the Director-General had suggested that the Government of Tunisia should offer a 
ceramic panel for the decoration of the restaurant. The Standing Committee decided to 
accept the gift, subject to the Government agreeing to the suggestion made by the 
Director-General.

The Standing Committee noted that the Government of Cameroon had indicated its 
intention to make a gift of tropical timber. Specimens were received and handed to 
the Architect for his recommendations. The Standing Committee provisionally accepted 
this gift.

The Standing Committee was informed that the Governments of Afghanistan and 
Nigeria had asked for information to enable them to determine what contributions might 
be made to the new building, and further, that discussions were being held between the 
representatives of the Governments of Italy and Saudi Arabia regarding possible 
contributions from these countries.



7. Other Business

7 .1 The members of the Standing Committee paid a tribute to the memory of
Sir Howard Robertson who was a member of the Jury for the selection of a design for 
the headquarters building, and who died recently.

8 . Date of Next Meeting

8.1 It was assumed that the Committee would probably need to meet in relation to the 
thirty-third session of the Executive Board in January 1964, unless urgent matters 
required its earlier attention.
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