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1. REVIEW OP THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1964: Item 3.3 of the 

Agenda (Official Records No. 121; Documents E B ^ l A S ; EB3I/WP/2 and EB3l/wp/5) 

(continued) 

Programme Activities (continued) 

4.6 Communicable Diseases (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Executive Board to continue its consideration of 

Chapter IV，Part 2, of the Standing Committee
1

 s report (document EB3l/48). Before 

opening the discussion on section 4.7 he called upon Dr Kaul to reply to a question 

put at the previous meeting by Professor Aujaleu concerning tuberculosis• 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, said that he wished to draw the Boards 

attention to two paragraphs in the seventh report of the Expert Committee on 

Tuberculosis
1

 which had a close bearing on the discussion that had taken place at 

the previous meeting. They were paragraphs 2 and 5 of section 8, entitled "Organization 

of a tuberculosis programme". As far as he knew, few countries had a natural reactor 

rate below five per cent, in the fourteen-year a^e-group, and none had reached the one 

per cent, level specified in the paragraph 3 to which he had referred. Therefore> 

according to the definition contained in that paragraph, none could be considered as 

having eliminated tuberculosis as a public health problem. 

Professor AUJALEU thanked Dr Kaul for having confirmed what he himself had stated 

at the previous meeting. 

4.7 Public Health Services 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments and questions on section 4.7, observing that the 

figure $ 32ОО should be substituted for the figure $ 4800 in the second sentence of 

paragraph 4.7 (l). 

1

 Wld Hlth Org, techn. Rep. Ser. I960, 195 
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Costs estimates for Contractual Technical Services under that section would be found 

on page 87 of Official Records No. 121 and those for the two expert committees were 

on page 93. 

Dr DIALLO said that on examining the items under section 4.7 he had noted that 

during the years 1962, 1963 and 1964 the number of staff had remained virtually the 

same apart from the Maternal and Child Health unit, despite the fact that WHO
1

s 

membership was growing continuously and now comprised 115 countries• Surely if 

progress was to be made an expansion of staff was needed to keep pace with the growth 

of WHO's work. 

Dr SYMAN said that the Division of Public Health Services was one of the most 

important in the Secretariat because of WHO's responsibilities towards developing 

countries. He inquired what were the respective spheres of competence of Public Health 

Administration and Organization of Medical Care. He supposed that the former dealt 

with general aspects and the latter with actual services and institutions, but feared 

there was some risk of overlapping between the two. 

He had noted that an additional post of technical assistant was being proposed in 

Organization of Medical Care, and would have thought from an examination of that unit
!

 s 

duties that it would have been preferable for the additional post to be for a medical 

officer to be responsible in the main for the kind of functions listed under item (5) 

in section 4.7.2 (Official Records,• N"0,121, page 38). 

Dr LISICYN, referring to page 87 in Official Records No. 121，asked for more 

detailed information concerning item 133 - Evaluation of integrated programmes of 

curative and preventive medicine - in regard to its purpose, methodology and progress. 
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He also asked why item 1，6 - Application in a field project of standardized 

methods for surveys connected with the determination of bacterial sensitivity to 

antibiotics - for which no provision had been made in 1965， was to be resumed in 1964 

with an appropriation of $ 7000 - the same figure as in the 1962 budget• 

With regard to the size of the staff in the Division of Public Health Services^ he 

said that previous speakers had rightly emphasized the importance of WHO
1

s giving 

assistance in that sphere. Nevertheless, he felt bound to point out that although 

membership of the Organization was growing, the actual increase in the number of Member 

States during 1962 had been small• Accordingly he could not associate himself with the 

view that more staff should be recruited. 

After comparing the description of the functions and responsibilities of 

Organization of Medical Care given in Official Records No, 115 (page 37) and that in 

Official Records No. 121 (pages 57 and J>8), he could see no change that would justify 

the proposal to add a new post of technical assistant, since the scope and nature of 

the work was apparently to be the same. 

He wondered whether it would be possible to avoid the two extra posts for a medical 

officer and a clerk stenographer for the Maternal and Child Health unit, in view of the 

fact that the kind of functions they would be called upon to assume were already being 

carried out by UNICEF, which moreover had at its disposal financial resources that 

could enable it to take over at least part of the responsibilities of the unit. 

Brigadier HAQUE, alternate to Dr Afridi^ asked what progress had been made on 

item 152 - Hospital blue-prints for manual on hospital planning and organization. He 

had rioted that an appropriation of $ 2000 had been made for 1965 but that none was 

being proposed for 1964. 
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Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director-General, said that in fact only four new posts were 

being proposed in 1964 for the Division of Public Health Services. They were listed in 

paragraph 4,7 (1〉 of the Standing Committee's report. 

First replying to the observations made by Dr Syman, he said that the whole subject 

of research on public health practice had been discussed by two scientific groups and 

subsequently in 1961 by the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. Members of the 

Board would recall, from the Director-General's report on research activities during the 

first two years, that a definition had been arrived at of public health research 

consistent with the definition of public health and public health services not perhaps 

universally accepted but which was being adopted by a number of countries. Under that 

definition the term "public health" was held to include the organization of medical care 

s e r v i c e s for the sick and services of an advisory and prophylactic character. If that 

definition were generally accepted, it would be regarded as logical to include a medical 

care unit within a public health administration division. As was frequently the case, 

there had to be a differentiation of functions to take into account the ability of the 

existing staff to handle the volume of work at a given time, so that within the Division 

of Public Health Services, the Public Health Administrât ion unit and Organization of 

Medical Care unit were separate but worked together and they collaborated in planning 

research to the extent necessary. 

With regard to Dr Syman
1

s suggestion that an additional post for a medical officer 

to deal with hospital administration problems was desirable, he said that although a 

good case could undoubtedly be made for such a proposition, at the present time the 

main need was not so much for a medical officer's technical advice and guidance but for 

someone to handle the vast amount of documentary and statistical material received AS 
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the research programme proceeded. He had in mind in particular the research into the 

costs of medical care and sources of finance^ which had now passed the pilot stage and 

which it was hoped to extend to as many countries as possible in the near future, either 

in 1965 or by the beginning of 1964. Research into hospital utilization had also 

passed the pilot stage. 

WHO had now developed a unit within the Division of Health Statistics which, in 

addition to its own special statistical functions in a strict sense, gave advice on 

planning and methodology and undertook much of the processing of the statistical 

information being received by the technical units. However, those units had to do part 

of the preparatory work and some of the preliminary preparation of primary information. 

A significant feature of recent years was that many units were engaging to an increasing 

extent in the collection and collation of information about such matters as the 

organization of medical services in different countries, and their health personnel and 

training programmes, so as to assemble a body of information both useful to WHO itself 

and forming the factual basis of a medical intelligence service available on request• 

That process was particularly noticeable in the Organization of Medical Care unit and 

a technically well qualified assistant working under the general direction of a medical 

officer was needed for the work. 

In reply to Brigadier Haque's question, he said that the manual on hospital planning 

and organization was ready in draft form and should be published and distributed towards 

the end of 1963 or the beginning of 1964• Accordingly, there was no need for budgetary-

provision in 1964 to finance that project. 
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Taking up the questions concerning Contractual Technical Services, he said in 

connexion with item (Official Records No. 121，page 87) that it had been discussed 

under the general heading of public health practice research, because although it was 

a matter for the Organization of Medical Care unit the evaluation of integrated 

programmes of curative and preventive medicine was a part of public health service 

research in the wide sense of the term. During the twenty-ninth session of the Board 

he had reported that the idea of setting up a number of general research centres in 

community health practice had been abandoned in favour of selecting a number of 

existing ones, which would be asked to provide information on a number of specific 

points, such as the way staff was used in the health services serving a locality. 

The project had begun on a pilot scale; arrangement s had already been made with two 

centres, one in Israel and the other in Yugoslavia, and an allocation of $ 4000 had 

been made to each of those centres to contribute towards the cost of keeping records and 

certain special equipment. That sum of course was not intended to finance the cost 

of the actual services that were being provided• The reason for the increase in the 

allocation for 1964 was that a third centre was to be selected, probably in Latin 

America. The project would still be on a pilot basis and initially would be concerned 

with assessing whether such investigations were feasible and, if so, what would be the 

most effective way of obtaining the information required. 

The reason why there had been no provision in I963 for item 1)6 (application in a 

field project of standardized methods for surveys connected with the determination 

of bacterial sensitivity to antibiotics) was that the problem had been found 30 complex 

that it had been impossible to initiate the project in 1 9 ^ 2 A c c o r d i n g l y it was to 
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begin in 1963 and continue during the following year. The project was designed 

to give effect to the recommendations of the Expert Committee on Antibiotics, as 

set forth in its report on the standardization of methods for conducting microbic 

sensitivity t e s t s J The Committee had recommended that once a reliable methodology 

had been established it should be applied in the study of the resistance of a number 

of micro-organisms• The project was technically complex but he could give further 

details if any member of the Board so desired. 

The question of whether an additional medical officer in the Maternal and 

Child Health unit was justified had been raised in the Standing Committee. The 

reason for the proposal was not so much new duties, though there were some, but 

rather an expansion of the volume of work attaching to established functions, 

particularly in the development of the research programmes on low birth - we ight s 

and the comparative study of domiciliary and hospital maternity services. Further-

more, the growing volume of UNICEF's work had repercussions on the work of the 

unit, since many of the projects jointly assisted by WHO and UNICEF were of special 

concern to the Maternal and Child Health unit, whose advice and guidance were 

required on the technical aspects of those projects, in accordance with the agreement 

between UNICEF and WHO. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that Dr Grundy had overlooked Dr Diallo's observation. 

Wld Hlth Org> techn, Rep> Ser. 1961, 210 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that some increases in staff had taken place 

during the years i960 to 1962 in certain sections concerned wixh public health 

services in- general. In view of WHO
1

 s responsibilities for helping Member States 

to build up their public health services and in view of its participation in 

certain joint projects with the United Nations, use was being made of consultants . 

for a variety of purposes. The stage had not yet been reached when additional 

staff was felt to be needed. The same was true in regard to the work being done 

in the field of health education, for which the two staff members of professional 

grade were considered to be enough. 

Naturally the increase in the membership of WHO to which Dr Diallo had 

referred had indirect consequences for the workload at headquarters, but it had 

affected far more directly the activities of regional staff. He therefore drew 

Dr Diallo
f

 s attention to the additions being proposed in the number of regional 

advisers and WHO representatives in various parts of the world. The need for 

expansion at the centre, which was concerned with establishing procedures and giving 

guidance, was not so immediate. 

Dr DIALLO said that he was satisfied with the Director-General
f

s explanation. 

Dr LISICYN welcomed the useful discussion prc'
r

oked by Dr Diallo
1

s question. 

In the Institute of Public Health Organization and History of Medicine where he 

worked a special unit had been created to study the constructive experience gained 

by health services which could furnialx material for recommendations to other 

institutions and areas• Something of the same kind was evidently being done in 

the Division of Public Health Services and that Division was rightly gaining in 

importance• He hoped that more attention would be paid in future to health 

education. 
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It was evident from the Director-General s proposals for more regional 

advisers and WHO representatives that a more critical approach to staffing problems 

was possible. 

The discussion had once more brought out the need for a more stringent 

examination of proposals to increase the staff of the units in question. Although 

Dr Grundy
f

 s very detailed reply to questions about the proposed increases within 

the Division had been very interesting they, had not led him to change his opinion. 

Decision; Section 4.7' was approved. 

4.8 Health Protection and Promotion 

The CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on section 4.8, and drew the Board
!

s 

attention to the cost estimates for contractual technical services that appeared 

on page 88 of Official Records No. 121 and those for expert committees on page 95-

Dr KARUNARATNE said that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance had 

suggested that he bring to the attention of the Board a point he had raised during 

its discussions concerning the development of dental^health programmes• In his 

opinion not enough attention was being given to dental health. Apart from the 

headquarters estimates given on page 75 of Official Records No. 121, field activities 

for the regions were summarized on page 196. It appeared from the latter set of 

figures that under the regular budget the estimated increase in expenditure on 

dental health programmes in 1964 compared to 1963 would be about $ 15 000 and that 

the main item of expenditure would be for epidemiological surveys of dental diseases 

in the Western Pacific Region, namely a sum of $ l8 56O (page 370). Another 

relatively large item of expenditure was to be financed from extra-budgetary funds 

for inter-country programmes in the Americas (page 270). 
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A perusal of the resolutions concerning dental health adopted by the Health 

Assembly and the Executive Board (Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, sixth edition 

pages 8 8 and 8 9 ) during the period 1 9 斗 8 - 1 9 5 5 would give the history of how the 

question had been tackled. He wished particularly to draw attention to the 

recommendations contained in operative paragraph 1 of resolution ШАб.17^ which read: 

RECOMMENDS that the Director-General include provision for 

a programme in dentistry in his prograinme and budget for 1955 as 

far as financial possibilities will allow. 

Clearly the Health Assembly held the view that dental health was a v/orldwide problem 

which called for preventive measures in different countries. It was a problem that 

especially concerned the younger generation: if proper steps were taken much dental 

damage could be prevented. 

In view of the Sixth World Health Assembly
1

 s recommendation, it seemed 

unnecessary for him to table a draft resolution on the subject, but he would ask 

that it be given consideration by the Board and that the Director-General be 

requested to intensify dental health activities when he came to plan programmes for 

the future. 

Dr SYMAN asked for further information regarding the scientist included in the 

personnel of Mental Health, 

He would suggest that the structure and functions of two units under 4.8 (Health 

Protection and Promotion) might warrant review: the unit of Social and Occupational 

Health had a wide variety of functions but the main emphasis was still placed on 

occupational health. It might perhaps be opportune to form two independent, or 

perhaps co-operating, units to deal separately with social health and occupational 

health, so that adequate consideration might be given to such important questions 
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as medical rehabilitation, certain chronic diseases not otherwise covered and the care 

of the aged. Secondly, with reference to the Radiation and Isotopes unit, in view 

of the importance of human genetics It might soon be opportune to form a separate unit 

to deal with that important subject• He hoped that in the meantime activities in 

that field would be strengthened and was glad to note that among the contractual 

technical services listed on page 89 of Official Records No. 121 there were three 

studies relating to human genetics - 175, Comparative study of congenital 

malformat i ons； 1了6，Genetic studies of chromosomal and biochemical characteristics 

of special groups； and 177, Study of populations of unusual genetic interest. 

Until a separate unit of genetics could be created, he would suggest that the title 

of the existing unit should be changed to "Radiobiology and Genetics". 

Dr WATT endorsed Dr Karunaratne's remarks in regard to the importance of dental 

health. The importance of nutrition in relation to dental health should, however, 

be borne in mind, and in connexion with the grouping of activities consideration 

might be given to collaborative work with the greater emphasis on nutrition• 

Dr ROBERTSON, alternate to Dr Schandorf, expressed interest in Dr Karunaratne
f

s 

comments^ and asked whether the lack of dental health activity in the African 

Region during the past three years was due to the lack of requests from governments, 

or was because dental hygiene in the Region was considered to be so good that 

activity on the part of the Organization would be unwarranted. 

Brigadier HAQUE, alternate to Dr Afridi, asked whether any consideration was being 

given to disease due to chronic fat/calorie malnutrition. 
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Dr LISICYN rioted that an increase of $ 10 000 was proposed for 1964 as compared 

with 1963 for the important project 1斗2， Research in iron-deficiency anaemias• He 

would welcome an explanation of the reasons for the increase, and information 

concerning any preliminary results of the research. 

The studies on nutrition and infection proposed under item 145 sounded 

promising. The scope of the subject was, however., so vast that it seemed doubtful 

whether the proposed allocation of $ 15 000 would allow it to be studied in sufficient 

detail. 

He would welcome detailed explanation of projects 147-153> which related to the 

important field of cardiovascular diseases. Although project 152, concerning 

studies on varicose veins and thrombo-emboliс diseases，related to an— important 

problem, it might be asked whether its inclusion was really justified in view of 

the minor sum of $ 1000 allocated for it. 

Projects 15^-162 all related to the establishment of international reference 

centres for the histopathology of various types of tumour. It might be simpler, 

more efficient and more economical to combine those projects so that one or two 

centres could study the whole question of histopathology. 

He wished to know in what year item 17斗(Studies of populations exposed to 

high natural radiation) had begun. It was an expensive project although it was 

an extremely interesting subject. 

He doubted whether it was necessary to add a new post of clerk stenographer 

in the unit of Nutrition since for other important units， such as Cardiovascular 

Diseases, no increase in staff was contemplated. 
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Dr GRUNDY expressed the Secretariat
f

 s appreciation of the comments that had 

been made on the need to expand the dental services provided by the Organization, 

The Board might consider the extent to which it might appear to it that insufficient 

attention was being given to dental problems either at headquarters or in the regions. 

It should be kept in mind that country projects could only be undertaken at the 

request of governments. The Regional Director for Africa would be able to reply 

to the question raised by Dr Robertson in regard to requests from governments in 

that Region. 

The scientist to whom Dr Syman had referred was a woman graduate (M.Sc, of 

London University) and also a Master of Public Health. Her duties concerned for 

the most part the compilation and correlation of technical information on mental 

health, and were similar to those of scientists in many other technical units• 

The Secretariat was very conscious of the fact that the range of subjects that 

came within the scope of the unit of Social and Occupational Health was wider than 

was consistent with the attention which the Board would like to see devoted to them. 

The problems of rehabilitation and aging would in themselves engage fully the 

resources of a we11-staffed unit, as would many of the chronic diseases not covered 

by other units, particularly diabetes and rheumatic disorders. The matter was under 

constant review, not only with regard to the desirability of establishing new units 

but also to ensure the most effective possible co-operation with other units in 

those aspects of their work which were of concern to the Social and Occupational 

Health unit. 

He welcomed the comments made by Dr Syman on the importance of human genetics 

and was indebted to him for his suggestion regarding the unit
f

s title, a matter which 

was also under review. The great difficulty in finding a new title had been that 
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to add "genetics" to the title made it appear that the subject was being linked with 

radiation or radiobiology. The Secretariat was, however, aware that the existing 

title was unsatisfactory, and if work on human genetics continued within the unit 

of Radiation and 工 s o t o p e s , due consideration would certainly be given to the title, 

taking into account Dr Syman
T

s suggestion. 

With regard to Brigadier Haque
!

s question, he had been advised that no specific 

condition of chronic fat/calorie deficiency was known: it was a part of chronic mal-

nutrition and was not sharply defined. He could, however, assure Brigadier Haque 

that the regional offices had recently arranged for surveys to be made in many countries 

of the whole question of chronic malnutrition. 

Item 142, to which Dr Lisicyn had referred^ had been included in the proposed 

contractual technical services because it was desired to embrace in the researches 

being undertaken all types of nutritional anaemias, particularly those classed as 

megaloblastic anaemias. He would ask Dr Patwardhan, of the unit of Nutrition, to 

reply on the technical aspects of that project and of item 1斗5， which concerned studies 

on nutrition and infection. 

Dr PATOARDHAN, Chief, Nutrition, said that WHO was not trying on its own to 

solve the whole problem of anaemias. In its programme of research it was supplementing 

the efforts of national laboratories, co-ordinating the efforts of various research 

workers, and specifically directing its attention to filling gaps in knowledge by 

collaborative efforts. At the same time it was trying to find ways of devising and 

testing in practice measures whicfi. could be used in public health practice for the 

prevention of anaemia• In 1957 a grant had been made to the Indian Council of Medical 

Research for the testing of certain methods of preventing anaemias. In 1959， as a 

result of the work of the WHO Study Group on Iron Deficiency Anaemias and with the 
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help of WHO consultants, WHO had drawn up a programme - a collaborative study on iron 

deficiency anaemias - which had begun in 19б1 and in which attention had been concen-

trated principally on three or four points. One was to resolve the controversy about 

the absorption and utilization of iron from tropical dietaries, and another was to 

resolve differences in losses of iron under normal physiological conditions and such 

pathological conditions as hookworm infection. It was on those aspects that 

collaborative studies were going on in four different laboratories. 

In the meantime it had become evident that if any advance was to be made in the 

problem of anaemias there must be a better picture of the prevalence and type of 

anaemias in the developing countries. WHO had therefore convened a scientific group 

in I962 to advise on the methods of investigation of magaloblastic nutritional anaemias. 

The current methods of diagnosis of magaloblastic anaemia were, of course, entirely 

dependent on certain procedures which could not be applied in field studies. Hence 

as a result of detailed discussion in the scientific group a simple procedure had been 

suggested: apart from haemoglobin determination, it consisted in the examination of 

a single sample of serum for vitamin B12 level, because results had shown that below 

a certain level serum-vitamin B12 с one entrât i ons indicated a deficiency of that vitamin 

which was likely to develop into megaloblastic anaemia. Similarly, with regard to 

folic acid, which was another cause of nutritional megaloblastic anaemia, it had been 

demonstrated that if the levels of serum-folate were determined with the help of 

Lactobacillus casoi^ a true measure of folate concentration in blood was obtained which, 

if sufficiently low, was likely to give rise to megaloblastic anaemia. It was the 

intention of WHO to use that simplified procedure in practice. It had the additional 

advantage that if it was combined with a determination of serum iron and percentage 

saturation of transferrin in serum, a single sample of blood could provide the picture 

of iron deficiency anaemia, of nutritional megaloblastic anaemia due to vitamin B12 

or folate deficiency. — 
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The increase of $ 10 000 in 1964 was proposed as the first step in the expansion 

of studies on anaemia, so that information might be gained not only on the prevalence 

of iron deficiency anaemia but also on the prevalence and type of other anaemias, 

particularly the nutritional megaloblastic variety. It was probable that progress in 

that comprehensive study would be slow in the beginning. In the meantime the collabo-

rative study on iron deficiency anaemia was expected to provide information on the absorp-

tion and utilization of iron for haemoglobin regeneration as well as an evaluation of the 

total economy of iron in the body under tropical as well as sub-tropical and temperate 

conditions. In a study made by the Indian Council of Medical Research with support 

from WHO and published in 1962, the very interesting observation haa been made that if 

supplements of iron and folic acid were given together during pregnancy a large majority 

of pregnant women could be protected against a fall in haemoglobin: that in itself was 

a very important observation in regions where anaemias of pregnancy were common. It 

was now proposed to follow it up by ascertaining the lowest level of iron and the lowest 

level of folic acid which could be used as supplements during pregnancy to check the 

fall of haemoglobin to anaemic levels as the pregnancy advanced. 

The proposed studies on nutrition and infection related to a very complex problem 

and the sum of $ 15 000 that had been allocated would not by itself suffice to allow all 

the answers to be found. Rather than start investigations on a broad front immediately, 

however, a beginning was to be made on one or two aspects of the question. One of those 

related to the effect of the state of nutrition on intestinal parasitism which was, of 

course, common in the tropical countries where malnutrition also occurred. The second 

important point to which it was hoped to pay early attention was the effect of malnutritio-

on the incidence, course and outcome of diseases such as measles and diarrhoeas in infants 

and children. In most developing countries measles and diarrhoeas caused a very high 

mortality in infants and children, whereas in well-developed countries those diseases 
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did not ordinarily prove fatal.. The third aspect which it was proposed to investigate 

related to changes in the gastro-intestinal, tract brought about by malnutrition and its 

susceptibility to invasion by pathogenic organisms. Nutrition was related to infection 

because malnutrition made a person more susceptible to infection. Infection caused 

secondary malnutrition and thus perpetuated a cycle which had to be broken at one 

particular place. One of the reasons for selecting problems such as the effect of 

the state of nutrition on intestinal parasitism and on diseases like measles and 

diarrhoea was to provide knowledge which could be used to break the vicious circle and 

thus save infants and children from suffering both the effects of malnutrition and 

infection. 

Dr GRUNDY saiá, in answer to Dr Lisicyn
1

s question, that the proposal to add a new 

post of clerk stenographer in the unit of Nutrition arose from the unit
T

s increased 

work particularly in relation to food additives. 

Dr Lislcyn's suggestion that the work of histopathology, covered by the series of 

contractual technical services 154 to 162^ might perhaps be concentrated in one or two 

centres would not be practicable, since the purpose of the international reference centres 

was to obtain a standardization of histopathology and the nomenclature attaching to 

it of malignant disease at different sites in relation to which there had hitherto been 

considerable disagreement among pathologists and for which it had therefore not been 

possible to reach an agreed, classification. Reference centres had to be selectéà with 

regard, firstly, to the type of tumour concerning which the ¿ifficulties of classification 

existed and, secondly^ to the availability of the best personnel. In addition, an 

attempt had been made in selecting the centres to have as wide a geographical distri-

bution as possible, partly with due regard for the frequency of particular tumours, but 

also so that the centres could be widespread throughout the world. Reference centres 
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already existed in 〇sl參，Washington, London and Paris and it was proposed in the near 

future to add centres in Latin America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics an 

Agra, India. It should also be borne in mind that the activity would come to an end 

in the sense that the major task of producing an agreed classification would be 

completed, although there might well be a neec; for a continuation of the centres for 

purposes of training and periodic revisions• For all the reasons he had mentioned it 

would hardly be possible to consider concentrating the work on histopathology in any 

one centre. 

Many of the research programmes undertaken by the Organization in the fields of 

cardiovascular diseases and the h i s to patho1ogy of tumours, as well as in other fields， 

were clearly epidemiological studies with a view primarily to elucidating factors in 

the etiology of diseases or groups of disease. The essential feature of the studies 

was, therefore, that they should establish statistical or other associations between 

the diseases or disease incidence, on the one hand, and environmental, including social 

components on the other. It followed that there must be a definition of the environ-

mental and social components and an agreed definition, permitting of international 

comparability, of the disease conditions themselves. In relation to the cardio-

vascular diseases, the main research had clearly reached a stage at which attempts 

were being made to relate clinical diagnoses to pathological findings at autopsy so 

that the next stage could be reached, of having reliable definitions of graded morbidity, 

particularly in the fields of hypertension, cardiac isohaemia and atheroma. It would 

thus be possible to have agreed standards and to proceed to the next stage. The 

group of contractual technical services relating to cardiovascular diseases there-

fore cohered in that respect, with the possible exception of the small study (152) 
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relating to varicose veins and thrombo-embolic diseases, to which Dr Lisicyn had 

drawn attention and which was perhaps in some respects outside rthe main stream. The 

study was proposed in order to give effect to a recommendation of a scientific group. 

There would be, in the first place, consultant studies in one or two places on the 

incidence of varieese veins. It had been proposed particularly because, although 

the condition was not grave in the same way as cardiac ischaemia^ for example, 

varicose veins were frequently disabling conditions and therefore of special importance 

in relation tc occupation. It was hoped that the study might also provide some 

directive on possible future researches into the physiology and physiopathology of 

the venous circulation. With regard to the list of contractual technical services 

under the heading of malignant diseases it was clear that the-international reference 

centres represented merely a stage in the process of advaneing towards epidemiological 

studies and of producing an agreed histopathological classification. There would be 

no difficulty in relating that group of studies to the others under the heading of 

malignant diseases, and to the general directive of epidemiological studies that 

was a characteristic of the programme as a whole. 

Professor CLAVERO del CAMPO, referring to the possibility of using health 

services trained for malaria eradication for work in parasitic epidemiology once their 

original tasks had been completed, emphasized the importance of a study of intestinal 

parasitism in relation *tc nu"tr i"t ion y under i*tem 145 — S"tu.d.l.GS on nutriision and. 

infection (Official Records N o . 121., page 88). That would also be in keeping with 

the suggestion that WHO should, as part of its activities carried out jointly with 

UNICEF, study the main health problems of infancy, such as intestinal parasitism. 
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Dr WATT was grateful for the description given of the proposed studies on 

nutrition and infection. That had provided clear evidence of the valuable work 

done by an expert committee in suggesting a simplified approach to the problem of 

diagnosis and handling of nutritional anaemias, thus pointing to a possible solution 

and one which could be achieved with a much more limited budget. 

Referring to item 152， Studies of varicose veins and thrombo—embolic diseases, 

he expressed the view that hitherto the venous side of the circulation had been 

insufficiently studies in the cardiovascular diseases. Such studies might well 

constitute the beginning of an attack on the problem, in respect of which there was 

an identifiable clinical syndrome which produced measurable complications and 

factors. 

Mr SAITO, alternate to Dr Omura, said that Dr Omura wished to call attention 

to the fact that the proposed studies on nutrition and infection, proposed for 1964 

under the regular budget， had been included for 1963 under activities to be 

financed from the Special Account for Medical Research, It would appear that an 

important point of budgetary planning and execution was involved, namely, the criteria 

for deciding what research should be financed from those alternative sources• 

Dr LISICYN emphasized the import алее of studies relating to cardiovascular 

diseases and expressed his appreciation to the Assistant Director-General for the 

information supplied. In view of the importance of the subject, it would appear 

desirable for increased staff to be made available for such activities. He agreed 

with the proposed method of work which would stress epidemiology and standardization; 

etiology was not a problem which could usefully be studied by WHO in view of the 

funds available, and particularly since consideration was being given to that 

question by other bodies. 
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Prom the explanations given regarding the studies on nutrition and infection it 

was apparent that that particular topic of research, even in the form stipulated, 

was unduly broad. He was of the opinion that, in view of the Organization's 

budgetary limitations, such research should remain under the Special Account for 

Medical Research in respect of 1964. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed that it would be useful to clarify the point 

raised on behalf of Dr Omura. The fact that a specific activity was included under 

the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion did not necessarily mean that it would be 

implemented; that would only be the case as and when funds were made available in 

the appropriate special account. Indeed, hitherto, only one country had made sizeable 

contributions to the Special Account for Medical Research and that had been the reason 

for transferring the study concerned to the regular budget. What the Executive 

Board was in fact considering at the present juncture was how best to distribute 

the increase of $ 250 000 proposed for medical research activities. He took the 

opportunity of assuring the Board that programmes would only be started in connexion 

with that Special Account when there was some certainty that they could be carried on 

over a two-year period. 

Dr D0BS0N, Chief, Radiation and Isotopes, replying to the request for further 

information made by Dr Lisicyn concerning item 17斗，Studies of populations exposed to 

high natural radiation, recalled that that subject had a rather lengthy history. 

While quite considerable knowledge existed regarding the effects of large doses of 

radiation, the position was not so satisfactory where low doses and chronic 

irradiation were concerned. Moreover^ that type of exposure constituted a more 



- - EB^l/Min/ll Rev.l 

pressing problem, from the public health as well as from the occupational health 

point of view. The question of such studies had first been raised in WHO in 1956 

in connexion with the Study Group on the Effects of Radiation on Human Heredity， at 

which an Indian scientist had discussed the possibility of studying low levels of 

natural radiation which existed in an area in south-west 工ndia. That had been 

considered in detail by the Expert Committee on Radiation and formed the subject of 

N o . l66 of the Technical Report Series. The Executive Board had emphasized the 

extreme importance of the problem and had expressed the desire that WHO should give 

all possible assistance in furthering such investigations. 

He would not enter into a review of all the developments that had since taken 

place, but stated that the Organization was most eager to obtain information from 

all regions showing a significant increase in the natural radiation wbioh were 

inhabited by sizeable populations. There were only a few such places without 

additional complicating factors such as oxygen deficiency in high altitudes. where-

such chronic exposure existed; regions considered for research were on the east 

coast of Brazil, the south-west coast of India and the south-west coast of Ceylcn, 

where a team of WHO consultants was at present studying the monazite sand areas• 

While specific studies, which were necessarily of a long-term nature, had not 

developed as quickly as had been hoped, efforts continued for their formulation in 

keeping with the recommendations of the Expert Committee on Radiation, that such 

studies should be broadly based in human genetics. 
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Dr KARUNARATNE, referring to section Dental Health, did not think it 

would be necessary to submit a specific resolution on that subject to the Executive 

Board if the Director-General were to give an assurance that the need for intensifying 

dental health programmes would be borne in mind when planning the activities of the 

Organization for 1965. 

The DIKECTGR-GENERAL gave that assurance. The Secretariat would, in planning 

the work of the Organization for future years, take full note of the discussions of 

the Board on the various activities considered. 

Decisions Section 4.8 was approved. 

4.9 Environmental Health 

Professor AUJALEU said that a division of environmental health was one of the 

most difficult services to situate in the general structure of an administration. 

It had for long been known that environment played a determining role in the etiology 

of communicable diseases. Later, it had become known that it also played a role in 

the etiology of certain chronic diseases. Its relation to certain mental diseases 

and genetic disorders had been recognized more recently, A division of environ-

mental health must therefore maintain very close collaboration with all the other 

services of a health administration. In the past, when environmental health was 

confined almost entirely to the question of bacteriological pollution, the medical 

profession had studied the problem, established regulations, then handed over the 

matter to the sanitary engineers under whose guidance the environmental health 

services had developed. But as it became increasingly evident that many other 

medical problems arose in relation to environmental health, the doctor's role seemed 



- 5 5 1 - EB)l/MiTi/ll Rev.l 

to gain renewed importance. The Director of WHO'S Division of Environmental Health 

was apparently a doctor. The chiefs of three of the units were, however, sanitary 

engineers and those of the others were scientists. Without wishing to imply any 

criticism, he would ask the Director-General to consider vjhether the medical pro-

fession was adequately represented in the Division in view of developments in regard 

to the influence of the environment on the incidence of many diseases. 

The study of the physiological effects upon man of trace elements and synthetic 

organic compounds released into the environment (item 178 of the contractual 

technical services listed in Official Records No, 121, page 89), would presumably 

cover the physio-pathological effects rather than the physiological effects, which 

would not in themselves merit study. Moreover, it would seem inadvisable to confine 

the study to synthetic organic compounds in view of the amount of natural hydro-

carbons being released in water, with some ill effect on health. In France it had 

been observed that tissue cultures could not be developed in drinking-water from 

surface sources, correctly treated., or biologically sterile and twice distilled, 

while they could be developed in spring water treated in the same way. Surface 

water therefore probably contained elements sufficiently volatile to pass through 

two distillations and reappear in the final product. The proposed study would 

presumably take those elements into consideration. The tissue culture test was not 

perhaps entirely applicable to man, but it was a very sensitive test which gave a 

good indication of the possible influence of apparently pure water when consumed by 

a population over a long period. He therefore èxpressed great interest in the 

proposed study and hoped that it would embrace the effects of all organic compounds, 

natural and synthetic, on organisms, and the physio-pathological effects rather than 

the physiological effects. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, replying to Professor Aujaleu, said that, while there 

was in fact no physician included in the various units under the Division of 

Environmental Health, those activities were carried on in the closest co-operation 

with other branches of the Organization. Biologists were responsible for some of 

the work to which Professeur Aujaleu had referred. He would bear those comments 

well in mind for the future. 

It was clear that the study proposed as item 1了8 under contractual technical 

services was intended to cover synthetic organic compounds and trace elements. 

However, the view put forward was extremely important and would be taken into 

account in the development of the programme. 

Dr WATT stressed the fact that the entire problem of environmental factors 

represented an area where the Organization had important relations with other 

organizations. He accordingly would welcome information from the Secretariat as 

to the extent of active interest shown by UNICEF in that problem, in such questions 

as diarrhoeal diseases in children, for example, since many such cases could be 

directly related to lack of adequate water-supplies. Activities of that type 

should be drawn to the attention of UNICEF, since they constituted an effective 

method of helping children. 

He also suggested that WHO should attempt to press for the intensification of 

interest by the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance in 

community water-supply programmes. 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, agreed that water-supplies were of the 

utmost importance in the field of encironmental health. He recalled earlier 

developments relating to rural water-supplies, which had been undertaken in some 
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instances with the collaboration of UNICEF, Some maternal and child health projects 

carried out in the field had contained an environmental sanitation element, and 

other activities had, to a more limited extent, also been supported by UNICEF, which 

had provided equipment. However, UNICEF had not gone very substantially into 

projects of environmental sanitation, as the UNICEF Executive Board had considered 

the capital investment involved too great. With regard to community water-supplies, 

UNICEF had not yet substantially committed itself but had indicated increased 

interest in some rural water-supply programmes. 

It was possible to expect a certain amount of support regarding water-supplies 

from the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, since improvement in that 

respect would contribute towards a higher standard of living; experts were being 

provided for some projects under the Technical Assistance programme. As concerned 

urban water-supply programmes, no large-scale project had as yet been accepted by 

the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, which was not in a position to incur 

substantial expenditure of that type. The United Nations Special Fund had already 

approved two projects for water-supplies and it was hoped that other projects would, 

as they were ready, also be supported. 

Sir Herbert BROADLEY (United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund), 

supplementing that information, said that since environmental sanitation projects 

involved a considerable amount of capital investment, UNICEF assistance was. there-

fore provided only to a limited extent. He drew attention to the fact that the 

UNICEF Executive Board had the previous month approved four new projects relating 

to environmental sanitation: in Venezuela, to the extent of $ 551 000; in 
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El Salvador ($ 96 000)； in Liberia ($ 56 ООО); and in Dahomey ($ 28 ООО). Allocations 

had also been made for the continuance and development of similar projects in certain 

West Indian islands, Panama, Bolivia, Taiwan, Argentina, and also for a large project 

in Brazil involving an expenditure of $ 1 050 000. JNICEF v/as extremely conscious of 

the importance of that problem but had so far not been able to сonttribute as much as 

it would have wished, owing to the high cost of adequate sanitation in the developing 

countries. 

Dr WATT believed that an attempt could first of all be made to meet certain 

very simple tasks in the field of environmental health. Manpower was being wasted 

over vast areas due to the fact that many workers were spending hours carrying water 

to and fro; relatively simple assistance in improving that state of affairs would 

already be a great s tep forward. UNICEF and the Expanded Programme of Technical 

Assistance could both assist in such undertakings. Experience showed that the 

development of water-supplies usually came about for industrial purposes rather 

than in the interests of human health alone. However, water-supplies for human 

needs were of such importance for health that WHO should assist in every practical 

way with the problem. 

Brigadier HAQUE, alternate to Dr AFRIDI, emphasized some of the economic con-

siderations facing developing countries in the obtaining of adequate community water-

supplies. While loans were available for that purpose from such institutions as the 

World Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the economic situation of such countries 

meant that two or three per cent, of the population had to pay by their taxes for 

the water supplied to the country as a whole. Venezuela， to which the representative 

of UNICEF had referred, had a very high per capita income. He wondered whether 

UNICEF was also considering all possibilities of providing assistance for countries 

with extremely low per capita income. 
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Dr VANNUGLI shared the concern expressed generally regarding the need for 

providing adequate water-supplies. He wished, however, also to draw attention to 

the aspect of waste disposal, since improvement of water-supplies, unless accompanied 

by action in that other field, would only 

environment. He would therefore welcome 

programmes for water-supplies were taking 

disposal. 

serve to increase pollution of the 

information as to whether the new 

into account the parallel problem of waste 

Dr KAUL agreed on the desirability of stressing the need for progress with 

regard to waste disposal. Wherever possible, encouragement was given for compre-

hensive projects. Usually, however, the provision of water-supplies came firsts 

mainly because of the cost, since many countries were not in a position to undertake 

both activities concurrently. He noted that in the two projects under the United 

Nations Special Fund both water-supply and sewage disposal had been included. 

Sir Herbert BROADLEY, replying to Brigadier Haque, explained that UNICEF had no 

projects of its own regarding water-supplies but merely provided assistance to 

countries requesting it which had planned and developed projects suitable for such 

assistance. UNICEF was obliged to take into account not only the standard of 

living of the population concerned but also.the criteria to which he had just 

referred. Amplifying his reference to the project in Venezuela, he said that 

water-supplies would be provided thereby for 150 communities of less than 500 

inhabitants, under a community development programme stressing the needs of the rural 

community with a view to combating population movements. 

Décision; Section 4.9 was approved. 
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4.10 Education and Training 

Dr VANNUGLI called attention to the statement contained in the Standing 

Committee's report, under 4.10 (8)^ to the effect that some members of the Committee 

still expressed doubts concerning some of the substantive aspects of the proposed 

expert committees• He maintained his doubts as to whether those expert committees, 

concerned with undergraduate medical teaching of the natural sciences and advanced 

courses for senior national staff in public health administration, could lead to 

useful results• 

Professor AUJALEU strongly supported that view. Any expert committee meeting 

on undergraduate medical teaching of the natural sciences should by rights be required 

to suggest what part of the curriculum could be dispensed with in order to make room 

for the subjects it was proposed to introduce. 

Dr LAYTON expressed the hope that, in view of the Standing Committee's reservations, 

as recorded in section 4.10 (8), that substantive aspects of the proposed expert 

committees merited further examination by the Executive Board, it should be possible 

to arrive at appropriate rewording which would clearly define their objectives in the 

report of the Executive Board to the Health Assembly. 

Following a point raised by Dr FARAH, Rapporteur, Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-

General ,confirmed that the intention of the Standing Committee had been to state 

that the recommendations of the proposed expert committee on advanced courses for 

senior national staff in public health administration should enable the Organization 

to provide the forum where those trends could be given a more specific expression. 

The French t e x t of that paragraph, which had used the term "Centre" to translate 

"forum", did not convey the position accurately. 
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Dr GRUNDY stated that, following the session of the Standing Committee, the 

Chairman of the Executive Board had consulted with him regarding the title of the 

second expert committee referred to and it had been considered that it would be more 

consistent with the views expressed in the Standing Committee and with the intention 

regarding the scope such an expert committee should have for that title to be 

amended to read "Special Courses in Public Health Practice for Senior National 

Staff"• 

The intention had been for the proposed expert committee to consider largely 

the provision of courses in the developing rather than in the advanced countries, 

either for senior personnel or for personnel intended to occupy senior posts in due 

course. The term "national" was not intended to exclude staff at the provincial 

or local level but merely to specify that the staff referred to should be working 

in their own countries. The staff concerned should have basic public health 

qualification. WHO intended that the expert committee should include in its 

consideration the planning of health services, as well as a number of specialized 

subjects if it wished. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in view of the late h o u r , further consideration 

of the two expert committees vnáév discussion should be postponed until the Board 

came to consider at a later stage Section 6
y
 relating to meetings of expert 

committees, on the understanding that any decision would affect its report on the 

present section. 

It was so agreed. (See minutes of the twelfth meeting.) 

Decision； Wixh that reservation^ Section 4.10 was approved• 
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4.11 Editorial and Reference Services 

Decision: Section 4.11 was approved without comment. 

4.12 Programme Co-ordination 

Decision; Section 4.12 was approved without comment• 

4.13 Programme Evaluation 

Decision; Section 4.15 was approved without comment. 

4.14 Supply 

Dr LISICYN^ commenting on the provision made in 1964 for another supply officer 

grade P3, asked whether an additional officer grade PI would not be sufficient 

instead. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Dire сtor-General, explained that the request for an 

additional officer grade P ) was based on the assumption that the increased volume 

of work was of such a nature as to warrant the addition of an officer capable of 

dealing with highly specialized supply functions, including extremely technical 

laboratory equipment. 

Decision: Section 4
e
l 4 was approved. 
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4.15 Interpretation 

Mr SIEGEL stated that the Organization had reached a sufficient volume of work 

to warrant the provision of full-time interpreting staff. The estimates were 

included at that point in the budget although the costs involved were divided among 

other portions where the services were used, i.e. meetings of the World Health 

Assembly, the Executive Board, etc. 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Standing Committee had expressed appreciation 
j 

of the work of the interpreters. He was sure that the Board would also wish to 

do so. The interpreters fully deserved the recognition given them by their 

inclusion as permanent members of the staff of WHO. 

Decision: Section 4.15 was approved. 

The meeting rose at 6,05 p.m. 
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1. REVIEW OF THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1964: Item 炮 of the 

Agenda (Official Records N o , 121； Documents ЕБ31/48； EB3l/WP/2 and 5) 

(continued) 

Programme Activities (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Executive Board to continue its consideration of 

Chapter IV， Part 2, of the Standing Committee's report (document EB31/48). Before 

opening the discussion on section 斗*7 he called upon D r Kaul to reply to a question 

put at the previous meeting by Professor Aujaleu concerning tuberculosis. 

D r K A U L , Assistant Director-General
;
 said that he wished to draw the Board's 

attention to two paragraphs in the seventh report of the Expert Committee on 

Tuberculosis*
3

" which had a close bearing on the discussion that had taken place at 

the previous meeting» They were paragraphs 2 and 3 of section 8， entitled "Organization 

of a tuberculosis programme". As far as he knew, few countries had a natural reactor 

below five per cent• in the fourteen-year age-group, and none had reached the one per 

cent. level specified in the paragraph 3 to which he had referred. Therefore, 

according to the definition contained in that paragraph
9
 none could be considered as 

having eliminated tuberculosis as a public health problem, 

Professor AUJALEU thanked D r Kaul for having confirmed what he himself had stated 

at the previous meeting. 

4.7 Public Health Services 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments and questions on section 4.7, observing that the 

figure $ 3200 should be substituted for the figure $ 4800 in the second sentence of 

paragraph 4,7 (1). 

1

 Wld Hlth Org. techn. Rep. Ser. i960, 195 
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Cost estimates for Contractual Technical Services under that section would be found 

on page 87 of Official Records No, 121 and those for the two expert committees were on 

page 93. 

Dr DIALLO said that on examining the items under section 4.7 he had noted that during 

the years 1962, 1965 and 1964 the number of staff had remained virtually the same apart 

from the Maternal and Child Health unit, despite the fact that. WHO
1

 s membership was 

growing continuously and now comprised 115 countries. Surely if progress were to be made 

an expansion of staff was needed to keep pace with the grovrth of WHO
1

 s. work. 

Dr SYMAN said that the Division of Public Health Services was one of the most 

important in the Secretariat because of WHO's responsibilities towards developing 

countries. He inquired what were the respective spheres of competence of Public Health 

Administration and Organization of Medical Care. He supposed that the former dealt with 

general aspects and the latter with actual services and institutions, but feared there 

was some risk of overlapping between the two. 

He had noted that an additional post of technical assistant was being proposed in 

Organization of Medical Care, and would have thought from an examination of that unit's 

duties that it would have been preferable for the additional post to be for a medical 

officer to be responsible in the main for the kind of functions listed under item (3) in 

section 4,7.2 (Official Records No. 121, page 38). 

Dr LISICYN, referring to page 87 in Official Records No. 121, asked for more detailed 

information concerning item 133 - Evaluation of integrated programmes of curative and 

preventive medicine - in regard to its purpose, methodology and progress. 
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Не also asked why item 1J>6 - Application in a field project of standardized 

methods for surveys connected, with the determination of bacterial sensitivity to 

antibiotics - for which no provision had been made in 1963， was to be resumed in 1964 

with an appropriation of $ 7000 - the same figure as in the 1962 budget. 

With regard to the size of the staff in the Division of Public Health Services, he 

said that previous speakers had rightly emphasized the importance of WHO'S giving 

assistance in that sphere. Nevertheless， he felt bound to point out that although 

membership of the Organization was growing, the actual increase in the number of Member 

States during 1962 had been small. Accordingly he could not associate himself with the 

view that more staff should be recruited. 

After comparing the description of the functions and responsibilities of 

Organization.of Medical Care given in Official Records N o . 113 (page 37) and that in 

Official Records N o . 121 (pages 37 and 38)， he could see no change that would justify the 

proposal to add a new post of technical assistant, since the scope and nature of the 

work was apparently to be the same. 

He wondered whether it would be possible to avoid the two extra posts for a medical 

officer and a clerk stenographer for the Maternal and Child Health u n i t , in view of the 

fact that the kind of functions they would be called upon to assume were already being 

carried out by UNICEF, which moreover had at its disposal financial resources that could 

enable it to take over at least part of the responsibilities of the unit• 

D r HAQUE, alternate to D r Afridi, asked what progress had been made on item 1J2 -

Hospital blue-prints for manual on hospital planning and organization. He had noted 

that an appropriation of $ 2000 had been made for 1963 but that none was being proposed 

for 1964. 
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Dr GRUNDY, Assistant Director-General, said that in fact only four new posts were 

being proposed in 196斗 for the Division of Public Health Services. They were listed in 

paragraph 4.7 ⑴ of the Standing Committee.
1

 s report. 

First replying to the observations made by Dr Syman, he said that the whole subject 

of research on public health practice had been discussed by two scientific groups and 

subsequently in 1961 by the Advisory Committee on Medical Research. Members of the 

Board would recall, from the Director-General
1

 s report on research activities during the 

first two years, that a definition had been arrived at of public health research 

consistent with the definition of public health and public health services not perhaps 

universally accepted but which was being adopted by a number of countries• Under that 

definition the term "public health" was held to include the organization of medical care 

services for the sick and services of an advisory and prophylactic character• If that 

definition were generally accepted, it would be regarded as logical to include a medical 

care unit within a public health administration division. As was frequently the case, 

there had to be a differentiation of functions to take into account the ability of the 

existing staff to handle the volume of work at a given time, so that within the Division 

of Public Health Services, the Public Health Administration unit and Organization of 

Medical Care unit were separate but worked together and they collaborated in planning 

research to the extent necessary. 

With regard to Dr Syman
1

s suggestion that an additional post for a medical officer 

to deal with hospital administration problems was desirable, he said that although a 

good case could undoubtedly be made for such a proposition, at the present time the 

main need was not so much for a medical officer's technical advice and guidance but for 

someone to handle the vast amount of documentary and statistical material received as 
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the research programme proceeded. He had in mind in particular the research into the 

costs of medical care and sources of finance which had now passed the pilot stage and 

which it was hoped to extend to as many countries as possible in the near future, either 

in 1963 or by the beginning of 1964• Research into hospital utilization had also 

passed the pilot stage-

WHO had now developed a unit within the Division of Health Statistics which, in 

addition to its own special statistical functions in a strict sense, gave advice on 

planning and methodology and undertook much of the processing of the statistical 

information being received by the technical units. However
f
 the latter had to do part 

of the preparatory work and some of the preliminary preparation of primary information-

A significant feature of recent years was that many units were engaging to an increasing 

extent in the collection and collation of information about such matters as the 

organization of medical services in different countries, and their health personnel and 

training programmes, so as to assemble a body of information both useful to WHO itself 

and as the factual basis of a medical intelligence service available on request• That 

process was particularly noticeable in the Organization of Medical Care unit and a 

technically well qualified assistant working under the general direction of a medical 

officer was needed for the work. 

In reply to Dr Haque
1

 s question, he said that the manual on hospital planning and 

organization was ready in draft form and should be published and distributed towards 

the end of 196) or the beginning of 1964. Accordingly, there was no need for budgetary 

provision in 1964 to finance that project. 
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Taking up the questions concerning Contractual Technical Services, he said in 

connexion with item 133 (Official Records No. 121， page 87) that it had been discussed 

under the general heading of public health practice research, because although it was 

a matter for the Organization of Medical Care unit the evaluation of integrated 

programmes of curative and preventive medicine was a part of public health service 

research in the wide sense of the term. During the twenty-ninth session of the Board 

he had reported that the idea of setting up a number of general research centres in 

community health practice had been abandoned in favour of selecting a number of 

existing ones, which would be asked to provide information on a number of specific 

points, such as the way staff was used in the health services serving a locality. 

The project had begun on a pilot scale; arrangements had already been made with two 

centres, one in Israel and the other in Yugoslavia, and an allocation of $ 4000 had 

been made to each of those centres to contribute towards the cost of keeping records and 

certain special equipment. That sum of course was not intended to finance the cost 

of the actual services that were being provided. The reason for the increase in the 

allocation for 1964 was that a third centre was to be selected, probably in Latin 

America. The project would still be on a pilot basis and initially would be concerned 

with assessing whether such investigations were feasible and, if so, what would be the 

most effective way of obtaining the information required. 

The reason why there had been no provision in 1965 for item 1)6 (application in a 

field project of standardized methods for surveys connected with the determination 

of bacterial sensitivity to antibiotics) was that the.problem had been found so complex 

that it had been impossible to initiate the project in 19б2. Accordingly it was to 
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begin in 1963 and continue during the following year. The project was designed 

to give effect to the recommendations of the Expert Committee on Antibiotics, as 

set forth in its report on the standardization of methods for conducting microbic 

sensitivity tests Л The Committee had recommended that once a reliable methodology 

had been established it should be applied in the study of the resistance of a number 

of micro-organisms• The project was technically complex but he could give further 

details if any member of the Board so desired. 

The question of whether an additional medical officer in the Maternal and 

Child Health unit was justified had been raised in the Standing Committee. The 

reason for the proposal was not so much new duties, though there were some, but 

rather an expansion of the volume of work attaching to established functions, 

particularly in the development of the research programmes on low birth-weights 

and the comparative study of domiciliary and hospital maternity services• Further-

m o r e , the growing volume of UNICEF's work had repercussions on the work of the 

unit，since many of the projects jointly assisted by WHO and UNICEF were of special 

concern to the Maternal and Child Health unit, whose advice and guidance were 

required on the technical aspects of those projects, in accordance with the agreement 

between UNICEF and W H O . 

The CHAIRMAN observed that Dr Grundy had overlooked Dr Diallo's observation. 

1

 Wld Hlth Org, techn. R e p . Ser, I96I, 210 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL explained that some increases in stáff had tâkén place 

during the years i960 to 1962 in certain sections concerned with public health 

services in general• In view of WHO
!

s responsibilities for helping Member States 

to build up their public health services and in view of its participation in 

certain joint projects with the United Nations, use was being made of consultants 

for a variety of purposes. The stage had not yet been reached when additional 

staff was felt to be needed. The same was true in regard to the work being done 

in the field of health education, for which the two staff members of professional 

grade were considered to be enough. 

Naturally the increase in the membership of WHO to which Dr Diallо had 

referred had indirect consequences for the workload at headquarters, but it had 

affected far more directly the activities of regional staff. He therefore drew 

Dr Diallo's attention to the additions being proposed in the number of regional 

advisers and WHO representatives in various parts of the world. The need for 

expansion at the centre, which was concerned with establishing procedures and giving 

guidance, was not so immediate. 

Dr DIALLO said that he was satisfied with the Director-General
1

 s explanation, 

Dr LISICYN welcomed the useful discussion provoked by Dr Dialio
T

s question. 

In the Institute of Public Health Organization and History of Medicine where he 

v;orked a special unit had been created to study the constructive experience gained 

by health services which could furnish material for re commendati ons to other 

institutions and areas. Something of the same kind was evidently being done in 

the Division of Public Health Services and that Division was rigiitly gaining in 

importance• He hoped that more attention would be paid in future to health 

education. 
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It was evident from the Director-General
T

 s proposals for more regional 

advisers and WHO representatives that a more critical approach to staffing problems 

was possible. 

The discussion had once more brought out the need for a more stringent 

examination of proposals to increase the staff of the units in question• Although 

Dr Grundy
f

 s very detailed reply to questions about the proposed increases within 

the Division had been very interesting they had not led him to change his opinion• 

Decision; Section 4.7 was approved. 

4.8 Health Protection and Promotion 

The CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on section 4.8, and drew the Board
1

s 

attention to the cost estimates for contractual technical services that appeared 

on page 88 of Official Records No, 121 and. those for expert committees on page 93-

Dr KARUNARATNE said that the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance had 

suggested that he bring to the attention of the Board a point he had raised during 

its discussions concerning the development of dental health programmes. In his 

opinion not enough attention was being given to dental health. Apart from the 

headquarters estimates given on page 75 of Official Records No. 121, field activities 

for the regions were summarized on page 196. It appeared from the latter set of 

figures that under the regular budget the estimated increase in expenditure on 

dental health programmes in 1964 compared to 1963 would be about $ 15 000 and that 

the main item of expenditure would be for epidemiological surveys of dental diseases 

in the Western Pacific Region, namely a sum of $ l8 560 (page 370). Another 

relatively large item of expenditure was to be financed from ext r a -budget ar.y funds 

for inter-country programmes in the Americas (page 270)• 
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A perusal of the resolutions concerning dental health adopted by the Health 

Assembly and the Executive Board (Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions^ sixth edition 

pages 88 and 89) during the period 1948-195) would give the history of how the 

question had been tackled. He wished particularly to draw attention to the 

recommendations contained in operative paragraph 1 of resolution WHA6,17^ which read: 

P^COMVIENDS that the Director-General include provision for 

a programme in dentistry in his programme and budget for 1955 as 

far as financial possibilities will allow. 

Clearly the Health Assembly held the view that dental health was a worldwide problem 

which called for preventive measures in different countries. It was a problem that 

especially concerned the younger generation: if proper steps were taken much dental 

damage could be prevented. 

In view of the Sixth World Health Assembly
f

 s recommendation, it seemed 

unnecessary for him to table a draft resolution on the subject, but he would ask 

that it be given consideration by the Board and that the Director-General be 

requested to intensify dental health activities when he came to plan programmes for 

the future. 

Dr SYMAN asked for further information regarding the scientist included in the 

personnel of Mental Health• 

He would suggest that the structure and functions of two units under 4.8 (Health 

Protection and Promotion) might warrant review: the unit of Social and Occupational 

Health had a wide variety of functions but the main emphasis was still placed on 

occupational health. It might perhaps be opportune to form two independent, or 

perhaps co-operating, units to deal separately with social health and occupational 

health, so that adequate consideration might be given to such important questions 
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as medical rehabilitation, certain chronic diseases not otherwise covered and the care 

of the aged. Secondly^ with reference to the Radiation and Isotopes unit, in view 

of the importance of human genetics it might soon be opportune to form a separate unit 

to deal with that important subject. He hoped that in the meantime activities in 

that field would be strengthened and was glad to note that among the contractual 

technical services listed on page 89 of Official Records No
e
 121 there were three 

studies relating to human genetics - 1755 Comparative study of congenital 

malformations j 1了6，Genetic studies of chromosomal and biochemical characteristics 

of special groups； and 1了了, Study of populations of unusual genetic interest. 

Until a separate unit of genetics could be created, he would suggest that the title 

of the existing unit should be changed to "Radiobiology and Genetics". 

Dr WATT endorsed Dr Karunaratne
!

s remarks in regard to the importance of dental 

health. The importance of nutrition in relation to dental health should, however, 

be borne in mind^ and in connexion with the grouping of activities consideration 

might be given to collaborative work with greater emphasis on nutrition. 

Dr ROBERTSON, alternate to Dr Schandorf, expressed interest in Dr Karunaratne
1

 s 

comments, and asked whether the lack oí dental health activity in the African 

Region during the past three years was due to the lack of requests from governments, 

or was because dental hygiene in the Region was considered to be so good that 

activity on the part of the Organization would be unwarranted• 

Dr HñQUE, alternate to Dr Afridi ̂  asked whether any consideration was being 

given to disease due to chronic fat calorie malnutrition. 
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Dr LISICYN noted that an increase of $ 10 000 was proposed for 1964 as compared 

with 1965 for the important project 142, Research in iron-deficiency anaemias• He 

would welcome- an explanation of the reasons for the increase, and information 

concerning any preliminary results of the research. 

The studies on nutrition and infection proposed under item 145 sounded 

promising. The scope of the subject was, however, so vast that it seemed doubtful 

whether the proposed allocation of $ 15 000 would allow it to be studied in sufficient 

detail. 

He would welcome detailed explanation of projects 1斗7-丄5), which related to the 

important field of cardiovascular diseases. Although project 152, concerning 

studies on varicose veins and thrombo-emboliс diseases, related to an important 

problem, it might be asked whether its inclusion was really justified in view of 

the minor sum of $ 1000 allocated for it. 

Projects 15^-162 all related to the establishment of internati onal reference 

centres for the histopathology of various types of tumour. It might be simpler, 

more efficient and more economical to combine those projects so that one or two 

centres could study the whole question of histopathology. 

He wished to know in what year item 1了斗 ( S t u d i e s of populations exposed to 

high natural radiation) had begun. It was an expensive project although it was 

an extremely interesting subject. 

He doubted whether it was necessary to add a new post of clerk stenographer 

in the unit of Nutrition since for other important units, such as Cardiovascular 

Diseases^ no increase in staff was contemplated. 
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Dr GRUNDY expressed the Secretariat
f

 s appreciation of the comments that had 

been made on the need to expand the dental services provided by the Organization. 

The Board might consider the extent to which it might appear to it that insufficient 

attention was being given to dental problems either at headquarters or in the regions 

It should be kept in mind that country projects could only be undertaken at the 

request of governments. The Regional Director for Africa would be able to reply 

to the question raised by Dr Robertson in regard to requests from governments in 

that Region. 

The scientist to whom Dr Syman had referred was a woman graduate (M.Sc, of 

London University) and also a Master of Public Health. Her duties concerned for 

the most part the compilation and correlation of technical information on mental 

health， and were similar to those of scientists in шалу other technical units• 

The Secretariat was very conscious of the fact that the range of subjects that 

came within the scope of the unit of Social and Occupational Health was wider than 

was consistent with the attention which the Board would like to see devoted to them. 

The problems of rehabilitation and aging would in themselves engage fully the 

resources of a well-staffed unit, as would many of the chronic diseases not covered 

by other units, particularly diabetes and rheumatic disorders• The matter was under 

constant review^ not only with regard to the desirability of establishing new units 

but also to ensure the most effective possible co-operation with other units in 

those aspects of their work which were of concern to the Social and Occupational 

Health unit» 

He welcomed the comments made by Dr Syman on the importance of human genetics 

and was indebted to him for his suggestion regarding the unit's title, a matter which 

was also under review. The great difficulty in finding a new title had been that 
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to add "genetics" to the title made it appear that the subject was being linked with 

radiation or radiobiology. The Secretariat was, however, aware that the existing 

title was unsatisfactory, and if work on human genetics continued within the unit 

of Radiation and Isotopes, due consideration would certainly be given to the title， 

taking into account Dr Syman
f

s suggestion. 

With regard to Dr Haque
f

 s question, he had been advised that no specific 

condition of chronic fat calorie deficiency was known: it was a part of chronic mal-

nutrition and was not sharply defined. He could, however, assure Dr Haque that the 

regional offices had recently arranged for surveys to be made in many countries of 

the whole question of chronic malnutritioru 

Item to which Dr Lisicyn had referred, had been included in the proposed 

contractual technical services because it was desired to embrace in the researches 

being undertaken all types of nutritional anaemias, particularly those classed as 

megaloblastic anaemias• He would ask Dr Patwardhan^ of the unit of Nutrition, to 

reply on the technical aspects of that project and of item 1斗5, which concerned 

studies on nutrition and infection. 

Dr PATWAKDHAN, Chief, Nutrition, said that WHO was not trying on its own to 

solve the whole problem of anaemias. In its programme of research it was supplementing 

the efforts of national laboratories., co-ordinating the efforts of various research 

workers, and specifically directing its attention to filling gaps in knowledge by 

collaborative efforts• At the same time it was trying to find ways of devising and 

testing in practice measures which could be used in public health practice for the 

prevention of anaemia. In 1957 a grant had been made to the Indian Council of Medical 

Research for the testing of certain methods of preventing anaemias. In 1959， as a 

result of the work of the WHO Study Group on Iron Deficiency Anaemias and with the 
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help of WHO consultants, WHO had drawn up a programme - a collaborative study on iron 

deficiency anaemias - which had begun in I96I and in which attention had been concen-

trated p r i n c i p a l l y on three or four points. One was to resolve the controversy about 

the absorption and utilization of iron from tropical d ie tar ies^ and anccher was to 

resolve differences in losses of iron under physiological
5
 and such pathological 

conditions as hookworm infection. It was on those aspects that collaborative studies 

were going on in four different laboratories. 

In the meantime it had become evident that if any advance was to be made in the 

problem of anaemias there must be a better picture of the prevalence and type of 

anaemias in the developing countries. WHO had therefore convened a scientific group 

in I962 to advise on the methods of investigation of megaloblastic nutritional anaemias. 

The current methods of diagnosis of megalobastic anaemia were, of course, entirely depen 

dent on c e r t a i n procedures which could not be applied in f i e l d studies . Hence as a 

result of detailed discussion in the scientific group a simple procedure had been 

suggested: apart from haemoglobin determinât ion, it consisted in the examination of 

a single sample of serum for vitamin B12 level, because results had shown that below 

a certain level serum-vitamin B12 с one entrât ions indicated a deficiency of that vitamin 

which was likely to develop into megaloblastic anaemia. Similarly, with regard to 

folic acid, which was another cause of nutritional megaloblastic anaemia, it had been 

demonstrated, that if the levels of serum-folate were determined with the help of 

Lactobac illus casii, a true measure of folate сone entrâtion in blood was obtained which, 

if sufficiently low, was likely to give rise to megaloblastic anaemia. It was the 

intention of WHO to use that simplified procedure in practice. It had the additional 

advantage that if it was combined with a determination of serum iron and percentage 

saturation of transferrin in serum, a single sample of blood could provide the picture 

of iron deficiency anaemia, of nutritional megaloblastic anaemia clue to vitamin B12 or 

-Pol Я-h.íS rlía-р П P. i p n o . v . 
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The increase of $ 10 000 in 1964 was proposed as the first step in the expansion 

of studies on anaemia, so that information might be gained not only on the prevalence 

of iron deficiency anaemia but also on the prevalence and type of other anaemias, 

particularly the nutritional megaloblastic variety. It was probable that progress in 

that comprehensive study would be slow in the beginning• In the meantime the collabo-

rative study on iron deficiency anaemia was expected to provide information on the absorp-

tion and utilization of iron for haemoglobin regeneration as well as an evaluation of the 

total economy of iron in the body under tropical as well as sub-tropical and temperate 

conditions. In a study made by the Indian Council of Medical Research with support 

from WHO and published in 1962, the very interesting observation had been made that if 

supplements of iron and folic acid were given together during pregnaney a large majority oí 

pregnant women could be protected against a fall in haemoglobin: that in itself was 

a very important observation in regions where anaemias of pregnancy were common. It 

was now proposed to follow it up by ascertaining the lowest level of iron and the lowest 

level of folic acid which could be used as supplements during pregnancy to check the 

fall of haemoglobin to anaemic levels as the pregnancy advanced. 

The proposed studies on nutrition and infection related to a very complex problem 

and the sum of $ 15 V00 that had been allocated would not by itself suffice to allow all 

the answers to be found. Rather than start investigations on a broad front immediately, 

however, a beginning was to be made on one or two aspects of the question. One of those 

related to the effect of the state of nutrition on intestinal parasitism which was, of 

course^ common in the tropical countries where malnutrition also occurred. The second 

important point to which it was hoped to pay early attention was the effect of malnutrition 

of the incidence。 course and outcome of diseases such as measles and diarrhoeas in infants 

and children. In most developing countries measles and diarrhoeas caused a very high 

mortality in infants and children, whereas in well-developed countries those diseases 
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did not ordinarily prove fatal. The third aspect which it was proposed to investigate 

related to changes in the gastro-intestinal tract brought about by malnutrition and its 

susceptibility to invasion by pathogenic organisms. Nutrition was related to infection 

because malnutrition made a person more susceptible to infection. Infection caused 

secondary malnutrition and thus perpetuated a cycle which had to be broken at one 

particular place. One of the reasons for selecting problems such as the effect of 

the state of nutrition on intestinal parasitism and on diseases like measles and 

diarrhoea was to provide knowledge which could be used to break the vicious circle and 

thus save infants and. children from suffering both the effects of malnutrition and 

infection. 

Dr GRUNDY said^ in answer to Dr Lisicyn
f

s question, that the proposal to add a new 

post of clerk stenographer in the unit of Nutrition arose from the unit
f

s increased 

work particularly in relation to food additives. * 

Dr Lisicyn's suggestion that the work of histopathology, covered by the series of 

contractual technical services 15斗 to might perhaps be concentrated in one or two 

centres would not be practicable, since the purpose of the international reference centres 

was to obtain a standardization of histopathology and the nomenclature attaching to 

it of malignant disease at different sites in relation to which ther¿ had hitherto been 

considerable disagreement among pathologists ancl for which it had therefore not been 

possible to reach an agreed classification. Reference centres had to be selected with 

regard^ firstly, to the type of tumour concerning which the difficulties of classification 

existed and, secondly, to the availability of the best personnel• In addition, an 

attempt had been made in selecting the centres to have as wide a geographical distri-

bution as possible, partly with d.ue regard for the frequency of particular tumours, but 

also so that the centres could be widespread throughout the world. Reference centres 
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already existed in Washington^ London and Paris and it was proposed in the near 

future to add centres in Latin America^ the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 

Agra, India. It should also be borne in mind that the activity would come to an end 

in the sense that the major task of producing an agreed classification would be 

completed, although there might well be a need for a continuation of the centres for 

purposes of training and periodic revisions. For all the reasons he had mentioned it 

would hardly be possible to consider concentrating the work on histopathology in any-

one centre. 

Many of the research programmes undertaken by the Organization in the fields of 

cardiovascular diseases and the histopathology of tumours^ as v/ell as in other fields, 

were clearly epidemiological studies with a view primarily to elucidating factors in 

the etiology of diseases or groups of disease. The essential feature of the studies 

was, therefore, that they should establish statistical or other associations between 

the diseases or disease incidence, on the one hand, and environmental, including social 

components on the other• It followed that there must be a definition of the environ-

mental and social components and an agreed definition, permitting of international 

comparability, of the disease conditions themselves. In relation to the cardio-

vascular diseases, the main research had clearly reached a stage at which attempts 

were being made to relate clinical diagnoses to pathological findings at autopsy so 

that the next stage could be reached of having reliable definitions of graded morbidity 

particularly in the fields of hypertension, cardiac ischaemia and atheroma. It would 

thus be possible to have agreed standards- and to proceed/to the next stage. The 

group of contractual technical services relating to cardiovascular diseases there-

fore cohered in that respect, with the possible exception of the small study (152) 
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relating to varicose veins and thrombo-embolic diseases, to which Dr Lisicyn had 

drawn attention and which was perhaps in some respects outside the main stream• The 

study was proposed in order to give effect to a recommendation of a scientific group. 

There would be, in the first place， consultant studies in one or two places on the 

incidence of varicose veins. It had been proposed particularly because, although 

the condition was not grave in the same way as cardiac ischaemia, for example, 

varicose veins were frequently disabling conditions and therefore of special importance 

in relation to occupation. It was hoped that the study might also provide some 

directive on possible future researches into the physiology and physiopathology of 

the venous circulation. With regard to the list of contractual technical services 

under the heading of malignant diseases it was clear that the international reference 

centres represented merely a stage in the process of advancing towards epidemiological 

studies and of producing an agreed histopathological classification. There would be 

no difficulty in relating that group of studies to the others under the heading of 

malignant diseases, and to the general directive of epidemiological studies that 

was a characteristic of the programme as a whole. 

Professor CLAVERO del CAMPO, referring to the possibility of using health 

services trained for malaria eradication for work in parasitic epidemiology once their 

original tasks had been completed, emphasized the importance of a study of intestinal 

parasitism in relation to nutrition, under item 145• Studies on nutrition and 

infection (Official Records N o . 121， page 88). That would also be in keeping with 

the suggestion that WHO should, as part of its activities carried out jointly with 

UNICEF^ study the main health problems of infancy, such as intestinal parasitism. 
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Dr WATT was grateful for the description given of the proposed studies on 

nutrition and infection. That had provided clear evidence of the valuable work 

done by an expert committee in suggesting a simplified approach to the problem of 

diagnosis and handling of nutritional anaemias, thus pointing to a possible solution 

and one which could be achieved with a much more limited budget. 

Referring to item 152., Studies of varicose veins and thrombo-embolic diseases, 

he expressed the view that hitherto the venous side of the circulation had been 

insufficiently studied in the cardiovascular diseases. Such studies might well 

constitute the beginning of an attack on the problem, in respect of which there was 

an identifiable clinical syndrome which produced measurable complications and 

factors. 

Mr SAITO, alternate to Dr Omura, said that Dr Omura wished to call attention 

to the fact that the proposed studies on nutrition and infection, proposed for 1964 

under the regular budget, had been included for 1963 under activities to be 

financed from the Special Account for Medical Research. It would appear that an 

important point of budgetary planning and execution was involved as to the criteria 

for deciding what research should be financed from those alternative sources• 

Dr LISICYN emphasized the importance of studies relating to cardiovascular 

diseases and expressed his appreciation to the Assistant Director-General for the 

information supplied. In view of the importance of the subject, it would appear 

desirable for increased staff to be made available for such activities. He agreed 

with the proposed method of work which would stress epidemiology and standardization； 

etiology was not a problem which could usefully be studied by WHO in view of the 

funds availablej and particularly since consideration was being given to that 

question by other bodies• 
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Prorn the explanations given regarding the studies on nutrition and infection it 

was apparent that that particular topic of research, even in the form stipulated/ 

was unduly broad. He was of the opinion that, in view of the Organization
1

s 

budgetary limitations, such research should remain under the Special Account for 

Medical Research in respect of 1964, 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL believed that it would be useful to clarify the point 

raised on behalf of Dr Omura. The fact that a specific activity was included under 

the Voluntary Fund for Health Promotion did not necessarily mean that it would be 

implemented; that would only be the case as and when funds were made available in 

that Special Account. Indeed, hitherto, only one country had made sizeable contri-

butions to the Special Account for Medical Research and that had been the reason 

for transferring that particular study to the regular budget. What the Executive 

Board was in point of fact considering at the present juncture was how best to 

distribute the increase of $ 250 000 proposed for medical research activities. He 

took that opportunity of assuring the Board that programmes would only be started in 

connexion with that Special Account when there was some certainty that they could be 

carried on oyer a two-year period. 

Dr D0BS0N, Chief, Radiation and Isotopes, replying to the request for further 

information made by Dr Li s i суп concerning item 17 H-, Studies of populations exposed to 

high natural radiation, recalled that that subject had a rather lengthy history. 

While quite considerable knowledge existed regarding the effects of large doses of 

radiation, the position was not so satisfactory where lovi doses and chronic 

irradiation were concerned. Moreover, that type of exposure constituted a more 
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pressing problem, from the public health as well as from the occupational health 

point of view. The question of such studies had first been raised in WHO in 1956 

in connexion v/ith the Study Group on the Effects of Radiation on Human Heredity, at 

which an Indian scientist had discussed the possibility of studying low levels of 

natural radiation which existed in an area in south-west 工ndia. That had been 

considered in detail by the Expert Committee on Radiation and formed the subject of 

No. 166 of the Technical Report Series. The Executive Board had emphasized the 

extreme importance of the problem and had expressed the desire that WHO should give 

all possible assistance in furthering such investigations• 

He would not enter into a review of all the developments that had since taken 

place, but stated that the Organization was most eager to obtain information from 

all regions showing a significant increase in the natural radiation,- which were 

inhabited by sizeable populations. There were only a few such places without 

additional complicating factors such as oxygen deficiency in high altitudes, where 

such chronic exposure existed; regions considered for research were on the east 

coast of Brazil, the south-west coast of India and the south-west coast of Ceylon, 

where a team of WHO consultants was at present studying the monazite sand areas. 

While specific studies, which were necessarily of a long-term nature, had not 

developed as quickly as had been hoped, efforts continued for their formulation in 

keeping with the recommendations of the Expert Committee 011 Radiation, that such 

studies should be broadly based in human genetics. 
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Dr KARUNARATNE, referring to section 4.8Л, Dental Health, did not think it 

would be necessary to submit a specific resolution on that subject to the Executive 

Board if the Director-General were to give an assurance that the need for intensifying 

dental health programmes would be borne in mind when planning the activities of the 

Organization for 1965• 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL gave that assurance. The Secretariat would, in planning 

the work of the Organization for future years, take full note of the discussions of 

the Board on the various activities considered. 

Decisions Section 4.8 was approved. 

4.9 Environmental Health 

Professor AUJALEU said that a division of environmental health was one of the 

most difficult services to situate in the general structure of an administration. 

It had for long been known that environment played, a determining role in the etiology 

of communicable diseases. Later, it had become known that it also played a role in 

the etiology of certain chronic diseases. Its relation to certain mental diseases 

and genetic disorders had been recognized more recently. A division of environ-

mental health must therefore maintain very close collaboration with all the other 

services of a health administration. In the past, when environmental health was 

confined almost entirely to the question of bacteriological pollution, the medical 

profession had studied the problem, established regulations, then handed over the 

matter to the sanitary engineers under whose guidance the environmental health 

services liad developed. But as it became increasingly evident that many other 

medical problems arose in relation to environmental health, the doctor
f

 s role seemed 
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to gain renewed importance. . The Director of WIIO
f

s Division of Environmental Health 

was apparently a doctor. The chiefs of three of the units were, however, sanitary 

engineers and those of the others were scientists• Without wishing to imply any 

criticism, he would ask the Director-General to consider whether the medical pro-

fession v/as adequately represented in the Division in view of developnents in regard 

to the influence of the environment on the incidence of many diseases. 

The study of the physiological effects upon man of trace elements and synthetic 

organic compounds released into the environment (item 178 of the contractual 

technical services listed in Official Records No,. 121, page 89), would presumably 

cover the physio-pathological effects rather than the physiological effects, which 

would not in themselves merit study. Moreover, it would seem inadvisable to confine 

the study to synthetic organic compounds in view of the amount of natural hydro-

carbons being released in water, xvith some ill effect on health. In France it had 

been observed that tissue cultures could not be developed in drinking-water from 

surface sources, correctly treated, or biologically sterile and twice distilled, 

while they could be developed in spring water treated in the same way. Surface 

water therefore probably contained elements sufficiently volatile to pass through 

two distillations and reappear in the final product. The proposed study would 

presumably take those elements into consideration. The tissue culture test was not 

perhaps entirely applicable to man, but it was a very sensitive test which gave a 

good indication of the possible influence of apparently pure water when consumed by 

a population over a long period. He therefore expressed great interest in the 

proposed study and hoped that it would embrace the effects of all organic compounds, 

natural and synthetic, on organisms, and the physio-pathological effects rather than 

the physiological effects. 
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The DIRECTOR-GENERAL, replying to Professor Aujaleu, said that, while there 

was in fact no physician included in the various units under the Division of 

Environmental Health, those activities were carried on in the closest co-operation 

with other branches of the Organization. Biologists were responsible for some of 

the work to which Professeur Aujaleu had referred. He would bear those comments 

well in mind for the future. 

It was clear that the study proposed as item 178 under contractual technical 

services was intended to cover synthetic organic compounds and trace elements. 

However, the view put forward was extremely important and would be taken into 

account in the development of the programme. 

Dr WATT stressed the fact that the entire problem of environmental factors 

represented an area where the Organization had important relations with other 

organizations. He accordingly would welcome information from the Secretariat as 

to the extent of active interest shown by UNICEF in that problem, in such questions 

as diarrhoeal diseases in children, for example^ since many such cases could be 

directly related to lack of adequate water-supplies. Activities of that type 

should be drawn to the attention of UNICEF, since they constituted an effective 

method of helping children. 

He also suggested that WHO should attempt to press for the intensification of 

interest by the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance in 

community water-supply programmes. 

Dr KAUL, Assistant Director-General, agreed that water-supplies were of the 

utmost importance in the field of encironmental health. He recalled earlier 

developments relating to rural water-supplies^ which had been undertaken in some 



EB^l/Vlin/ll 

page 29 

instances with the collaboration of UNICEF. Some maternal and child health projects 

carried out in the field had contained an environmental sanitation element, and 

other activities had, to a more limited extent, also been supported by UNICEF, which 

had provided equipment. However, UNICEF had not gone very substantially into 

projects of environmental sanitation， as the UNICEF Executive Board had considered 

the capital investment involved too great. With regard to community water-supplies, 

UNICEF had not yet substantially committed itself but had indicated increased 

interest in some rural water-supply programmes. 

It was possible to expect a certain amount of support regarding water-supplies 

from the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, since improvement in that 

respect would contribute towards a higher standard of living; experts were being 

provided for some projects under the Technical Assistance programme. As concerned 

urban water-supply programmes, no large-scale project had as yet been aâcepted by 

the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, which was not in a position to incur 

substantial expenditure of that type. The United Nations Special Fund had already 
• ：. ；.. •• ； . • . -• . . .• •• - - ••-

. “ ...... • 

approved two projects for water-supplies and it was hoped that other projects would, 

as they were ready， also be supported• 

Sir Herbert BROADLEY (United Nations 

supplementing that information, said that 

involved a considerable amount of capital 

fore provided only to a limited extent. 

International Children
1

s Emergency Fund), 

since environmental sanitation projects 

investment, UNICEF assistance was there-

He drew attention to the fact that the 

UNIÓEF БЬсеcutive Board had the previous month approved four new projects relating 

•• r：；'.. j ：•'"•. . ' • ‘ 

to environmental sanitation: in Venezuela, to the extent of $ 551 000; in 
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E l Salvador, to the extent of $ 96 ООО; in Bolivia, to the extent of $ 33 000; and 

in Argentina, to the extent of $ 8 ) 000, in continuation of a previous project of 

over $ 207 000. UNICEF was extremely conscious of the importance of that problem 

but had so far not been able to contribute as much as it would have wished, owing 

to the high cosfc of adequate sanitation in the developing countries. 

Dr WATT believed that an attempt could first of all be made to meet certain , 

very simple tasks in the field of environmental health
л
 Manpower was being wasted 

over vast areas due to the fact that many workers were spending hours carrying water to 

and fro; relatively simple assistance in improving that state of affairs would 

already be a great step forward. UNICEF and the Expanded Programme of Technical 

Assistance could both assist in such undertakings. Experience showed that the 

development of water-supplies usually came about for industrial purposes rather 

than in the interests of human health alone, However, water-supplies for human 

needs were of such importance for health .that WHO should assist in every practical 

way with the problem. 

D r HAQUE, alternate to D r AFRIDI, emphasized some of the economic considerations 

facing developing countries in the obtaining of adequate community water-supplies, 

While loans were available for that purpose from such institutions as the World 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the economic situation of such countries 

meant that two or three per cent, of the population had to pay by their taxes for 

the water supplied to the country as a whole, Venezuela, to which the representative 

of UNICEF had referred, had a very high per capita income‘ He wondered whether 

UNICEF was also considering all possibilities of providing assistance for countries 

with extremely low per capita incomes• 
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Dr VANNUGLI shared the concern expressed generally regarding the need for 

providing adequate water-supplies. He wished, however, also to draw attention to 

the aspect of wacte disposal, since improvement of water-supplies, unless accompanied 

by action in that other field, would only serve to increase pollution of the 

environment. He would therefore welcome information as to whether the new 

programmes for v/ater-supplies were taking into account the parallel-problem of waste 

disposal, 

Dr KAUL agreed on the desirability of stressing the need for progress with 

regard to waste disposal. Wherever possible, encouragement was given for compre-

hensive projects. Usually, however， the provision of water-supplies came first, 

mainly because of the cost^ since many countries were not in a position to undertake 

both activities concurrently. He noted that in the two projects under the United 

Nations Special Fund both water-supply and sewage disposal had been included. 

Sir Herbert BROADLEY, replying to Dr Haque, explained that UNICEF had no 

projects of its own regarding water-supplies but merely provided assistance to 

countries requesting it which had planned end developed projects suitable for such 

assistance. UNICEF was obliged to take into account not only the standard of 

living of the population concerned but also the criteria to which he had just 

referred. Amplifying his reference to the project in Venezuela, he said that 

wate r-supplie s would be provided thereby for 150 communities of less than 5〇0 

inhabitants, under a community development programme stressing the needs of the rural 

community with a view to combating population movements. 

Decision: Section 4
#
9 was approved. 
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4^10 Education and Training 

Dr VANNUGLI called attention to the statement contained in the Standing 

Committee
1

 s report, under 4.10 (3)，to the effect that some members of the Committee 

still expressed doubts concerning some of the substantive aspects of the proposed 

expert committees. He maintained his doubts as to whether those expert committees, 

concerned with undergraduate medical teaching of the natural sciences, and advanced 

courses for senior national staff in public health administration, could lead to 

useful results. 

Professor AUJALEU strongly supported that view. Any expert committee meeting 

on undergraduate medical teaching of the natural sciences should by rights be 

required to suggest what part of the curriculum could be dispensed with in order to 

make room for the subjects it was proposed to introduce. 

Dr LAYTON considered that, in view of the Standing Committee
T

 s remark, in 

section 4.10 (8), that substantive aspects of the proposed expert committees merited 

further examination by the Executive Board, it should be possible to arrive at 

some rewording which would represent the recommendation of the Executive Board in 

its report to the Health Assembly. 

Following a point raised by Dr FARAH, Rapporteur, Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-

General., confirmed that the intention of the Standing Committee had been to state 

that the recommendations of the proposed expert committee on advanced courses for 

senior national staff in public health administration should enable the Organization 

to provide the forum where those trends could be given a more specific expression. 

The French text of that paragraph, which had used the term "centre" to translate 

"forum", did not convey the position accurately. 
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Dr GRUNDY stated that, following the session of the Standing Committee, the 

Chairman of the Executive Board had consulted with him regarding the title of the 

second expert committee refértë'à to and it had been considered that it would be more 

consistent with the views expressed in the Standing Committee and with the intention 

regarding the scope such an expert committee should have for that title to be 

amended to read "Special Courses in Public Health Practice for Senior National 

Staff". 

The intention had been for the proposed expert committee to consider largely 

the provision of courses in the developing rather than in the advanced countries, 

either for senior personnel or for personnel intended to occupy senior posts in due 

course. The term "national" was not intended to exclude staff at the provincial 

or local level but merely to specify that the staff referred to should be working 

in their own countries. The staff concerned should have basic public health 

qualification. WHO intended that the expert committee should include in its 

consideration the planning of health services, as well as a number of specialized 

subjects if it wished. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in view of the late hour> further consideration 

of the two expert committees under discussion should be postponed until the Board 

came to consider at a later stage Section 6y relating to meetings of expert 

committees, on the understanding that any decision would affect its report on the 

present section. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision； With that reservation^ Section 4.10 was approved• 
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斗.11 Editcvial and Reference Services 

Decision: Section 斗.11 was approved without comment. 

4•12 Programme Co-ordination 

Decision; Section 4.12 was approved without comment• 

4.13 Programme Evaluation 

Decision; Section 4,15 was approved without comment. 

Supply 

Dr LISICYN, commenting on the provision made in 196斗 for another supply officer 

g^ade P5, asked whether an additional officer grade PI would not be sufficient 

instead. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, explained that the request for an 

additional officer grade P ) was based on the assumption that the increase volume 

of work was of such a nature as to warrant the addition of an officer capable of 

dealing with highly specialized supply functions, including extremely technical 

laboratory equipment• 

Decisions Section 4 w a s approved. 
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4.15 Interpretation 

Mr SIEGEL stated that the Organization had reached a sufficient volume of work 

as to warrant the provision of full-time interpreting staff. The estimates were 

included at that point in the budget although the costs involved were divided among 

other portions where the services were used， . meetings of the World Health 

Assembly, the Executive Board, etc• 

The CHAIRMA.N recalled that the Standing Committee had expressed appreciation 

of the work of the interpreters • He was sure that the Board would also wish to 

do so. The interpreters fully deserved the recognition given them by their 

inclusion as permanent members of the staff of WHO. 

Decision; Section 4,15 was approved. 

The meeting rose at 6.05 p,m. 


