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1 . APPOINTMENT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE AMERICAS: Item 5-2.2 of the 

Agenda (Resolution EB21-.R3; Document ЕВ31Д) 

АРРОШПУШТ OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA： Item 5.3.2 of 

the Agenda (Resolution EB21.R60: Document EB31/5) 

The Board met in closed session at 9.30 a.m. and resumed in open session 

at 10.10 a.m. 

The CHAIRMAN said he had much pleasure in making public the decisions of the 

Board on items 5-2.2 and 5*3 taken at the private meeting just concluded. The 

1 
following two draft resolutions had been adopted unanimously : 

(a) The Executive Board, 

Having considered resolution VII of the XVI Pan American Sanitary 

Conference, fourteenth session of the Regional Committee for the Americas 

of the World Health Organization, 

1 . REAPPOINTS Dr A . Horwitz as Regional Director for the Americas for a 

period of four years from 1 February 1963； and 

2 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend Dr A . Horwitz 's appointment 

as Regional Director for a further period of four years subject to the 

provisions of the Staff Rules and Regulations. 

(b) The Executive Boards 

Considering the provisions of Article 52 of the Constitution^ 

Staff Regulation 45 and Staff Rule 920； and 

Having considered the recommendation of the Regional Committee for 

South-East Asia, 

1 . REAPPOINTS Dr С- Mani as Regional Director for South-East Asia as 

from 1 March 1963； and 

2 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend Dr M a n i
T

s appointment as 

Regional Director for a further period of five years from that date 

without further reference to the Executive Board and subject to the 

provisions of the Staff Rules and Regulations. 

1 EB31-R7 and EB31.R8 
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2 . CLINICAL AND PHARMACOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF DRUGS: Item 2.7 of the Agenda 

(Resolution WHA15.41； Documents EB31/22; EB)l/WP/4) (continued-from- the 

second meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the discussion on the item had been terminated at the 

previous meeting. He invited comments on the draft resolution proposed by the 

Rapporteurs (document EB)l/WP/斗），which had been distributed to members prior to the 

opening of the meeting. 

The draft resolution read as follows: 

The Executive Board， 

Having considered the report from the Director-General on the clinical 

and pharmacological evaluation of drugs； 

Noting resolution WHA15 •斗1 of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly on the 

Organization's possible contributions to the evaluation of the safety and 

efficacy of drugs; 

Noting that the Director-General is convening a scientific group to 

advise him on the action to be taken for the implementation cf this resolution; 

Emphasizing the need for early action in regard to rapid dissemination of 

information on adverse drug reactions; 

Reaffirming the desirability for WHO to develop, in the interest of public 

health, a programme concerned with the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of 

drugs; and 

Considering that the objectives of the above-mentioned resolution can only 

be achieved by international со-operation^ 

1 . REQUESTS the Director-General: 

(i) to report to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly on the outcome 

of the discussions in the forthcoming meeting of the scientific group; 
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( ü ) to explore meanwhile ways and means of compiling information on 

serious adverse drug reactions and of supplying this information to . 

national health administrations in order to enable them to take 

appropriate action; and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, in the light of the 

report to be submitted by the Director-General, to invite Member States: 

(i) to seek agreement^ in co-operation with WHO， on basic principles 

and minimum requirements applicable to the toxicological, pharmaco-

logical and clinical evaluation of drugs； 

(ii) to make available to WHO relevant information obtained during 

the evaluation and the general use of drugs particularly in regard to 

adverse reactions. 

Professor AUJALEU said he was ready to give his support to the draft resolution 

as a whole. He had only one point to raise that seemed to him somewhat delicate in 

regard to the fifth preambular paragraph. The paragraph in question appeared to 

reaffirm a consideration that had never been put forward； certainly such a statement 

was not made in resolution WHA15.41, Secondly, he feared its introduction would lead 

to a certain amount of confusion regarding the Organization
1

s true role in the matter. 

The wording seemed to imply.that the Organization itself would develop a programme for 

the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of drugs, whereas the idea was that it should 

be limited to setting general rules for enabling each country to carry out its own 

evaluation and to organizing an exchange of information on the results. The paragraph 

in question added nothing to the draft resolution and it would be simpler, in order to 

avoid any confusion j if it were deleted. He accordingly proposed that that be done. 
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Sir George GODBER said he would like to support Professor Aujaleu *s suggestion 

and also comment on operative paragraph 2(ii) of the draft resolution。 That paragraph 

seemed to him to be asking for a vast amount of information to be provided to the 

Secretariat - information of a kind which could oe obtained from many sources• 

Relevant information might cover, for instance, the results of an investigation into 

the frequency of gastro-intestinal haemorrhages following the use of aspirin. 

Accordingly
5
 it would be better if the paragraph were reworded to relate it to 

occasions where country reporting would seem to be necessary. He suggested the 

following amendment to that effect: 

T1

 (ii) to make available to WHO relevant information pf any action 

taken to restrict the use of a drug as a result of adverse 

reactions and of the evidence which led to this action", 

The wording as it stood was too broad。 

Dr LAYTON supported both the amendments that had been proposed. At the current 

stage of development of what was a new activity, it was important to focus on 

essentials and, as the study progressed^ the broader import of the information aspect 

would unfold in reasonable and logical fashion. 

Secondly, he would like to suggest a minor change in the first line of operative 

paragraph 2 . The present wording implied that the Board had already some knowledge 

of the report the Director-General would be submitting to the Sixteenth World Health 

Assembly, which was not the case. He accordingly proposed that the words "in the 

light of" be replaced by the words "in anticipation of". 

Dr OLGUIN endorsed Professor Aujaleu
f

s proposal to delete the fifth preamoular 

paragraph. He was ready to support the remainder of the draft resolution as 

submitted by the Rapporteurs. 



EB3l/Min/3 Rev.l - 6 6 -

Dr KARUNARATNE wished to support the amendment proposed by Sir George Godber, The 

original wording of operative paragraph 2(ii) v/as too broad. Relevant information shoulc 

be limited to information on serious side-effects of drugs. 

Secondly, as international co-operation was not the only means whereby the objec-

tives of resolution WHA15 •斗1 might be achieved, he suggested a change in the wording of 

the last paragraph of the preamble, to make it read: "Considering that international 

co-operation is essential to achieve the objectives of the above-mentioned resolution". 

Dr WATT said he would like to support all the amendments proposed. It seemed to 

him，however, that the position of the small country v/ith virtually no regulatory 

machinery for the control of drugs had been overlooked in Sir George Godber's proposed 

wording. In such a country health authorities would not become aware of serious adverse 

drug reactions until a large number of cases occurred^ and when that did happen they 

would probably need help to remedy the situation. His point was illustrated by the 

recent outbreak of poisoning in an.African country, which had become widespread before 

becoming apparent • He wondered v/hether there was some way in which the smaller 

countries could be assured of help where suspicion regarding a particular drug was 

aroused. 

Dr OLGirÓí said he would like to make his position on the draft resolution clearer. 

Not every country had the administrative or technical structure needed for undertaking 

evaluation of the safety and efficacy of drugs• In view of the importance of the problem 

however, he appreciated the value of giving those countries the possibility of develop-

ing the necessary machinery, and the proposed invitation to governments to make available 

to WHO relevant information on the matter might provide a stimulus in that direction. 

The draft resolution, as worded originally^ took a comprehensive view of the problem as 

a whole and provided the basis for future development of action to cover all the technica 

aspects. 
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Sir George GODBER agreed that Dr Watt
1

 s point was well taken. There was a 

moment where information was arriving at the central department in any country which 

suggested that restrictive action might be needed. Pooling with information available 

in another country might well give surer grounds for taking action of the kind. The 

somewhat broader wording, "or of evidence which suggests such action is needed"^ in 

place of the words
 T!

and the evidence on which it was based"^ at the end of his amend-

ment, might meet Dr Watt
r

 s point. 

Professor AUJALEU said that he was in full agreement with Sir George Godber
1

 s 

amendment as first proposed as well as with those proposed by Dr Layton and 

Dr Karunaratne. He found himself in some difficulty, however, in regard to the new 

wording just proposed by Sir George Godber• It would not be in the best interests 

of the Organization to disseminate information throughout the world on action that 

w a s merely contemplated in respect of a specific drug. 

Sir George GODBER agreed entirely with Professor Aujaleu. If suspicions only 

were communicated to WHO and given general circulation the Organization would find 

itself in trouble. He had on the other hand thought it might perhaps be useful to the 

Organization to have information where it suggested that restrictive action mi^ht become 

necessary. He himself maintained an exchange of information of the kind by corres-

pondence with colleagues in other countries. A differentiation must be made between 

information provided merely to keep the trganization informed and information which 

it would disseminate, but that was a matter for the Director-General• 
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Professor AUJALEU thought there was a difference between communicating suspicions 

unofficially to a colleague and making an official communication to WHO, which could, 

do no other than make use of the information supplied; otherwise there would be no 

point in sending it. Should the suspicion not be substantiated,, there would be 

danger of legal action against the Organization by the drug manufacturer. That would 

be a very dangerous line to follow. 

V 一 _ 

Professor ZDANOV thought that offence might be given to heads of health services 

by laying down too stringent instructions on the matter； moreover, that would be 

tantamount to implying that they were not capable of administering their own services 

It would suffice to state the kind of information to be supplied. Every national 

health service head was aware that he had responsibilities for international health 

and hence must supply the information in question. He saw no reason to interfere 

with national regulation of drug production. The main interest was that information 

of importance for world health should be communicated in good time. He accordingly 

preferred the draft resolution in its original form, which admirably covered the 

position. 

Dr РАМН thought that all difficulties would be avoided by reverting to the 

original wording of operative paragraph 2 (ii). The effect of the word "relevant" 

before information" would be to leave governments as the sole judges whether or not 

to transmit information to W H O . There would tfe no obligation upon them to communicate 

any particular item of information at any particular time unless they deemed it of 

relevance in the context• 
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Professor AUJALEU pointed out that nevertheless there was a moral obligation for 

health administrations to act，and that particular wording would leave them in doubt as 

to what ought to be done. Dr Godber
1

 s amendment as first proposed, on the other h a n d , 

was most specific. Its excellence lay in providing that a national administration 

should immediately communicate information on restrictive action taken, and consequently 

that information became relevant at the time of taking action. 

, W 

Dr OLGUIN wished again, after hearing Professor Z d a n o v
t

s remarks, to reiterate his 

view that the original wording would leave the problem localized in so far as the 

technical aspect was concerned - the matter of fundamental concern - whereas the 

administrative side would remain the sole responsibility of governments. 

Dr WATT thought the point of difficulty was to determine what would be relevant 

information during evaluation and general use of drugs. The evaluation of drugs was a 

broad area of activity, and in many countries of the world it involved action b y others 

than simply the national or state health authorities. He wondered whether maintenance 

the words "relevant information"， followed b y Sir George Godber
1

 s wording regarding 

action taken, would not better meet the case. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed, in view of the conflicting opinions expressed, to set up a 

working party to try to reach an agreed text. He would suggest that Dr •lguin, Dr W a t t , 

Y 

Sir George Godber, Professor Aujaleu, Dr Layton， Professor Zdanov， Dr Karunaratne, and 

Dr Vannugli- together with the Rapporteurs^ form the membership. 

It was so agreed. (For consideration of report oí the working party
>
 see 

minutes of the fifth meeting, section 2.) 
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3 . TRANSFERS BETWEEN SECTIONS OF THE APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION: Item 3.1 of the Agenda 

(a) For I962: Item J.1,1 of the Agenda (Document EB31/16)
1

. 

f
> Mr SIEGEL j Assistant Director-General, recalled that under the provisions of 

Financial Regulation 4.5 the Director-General was authorized, with the prior concurrence 

of the Executive Board or of any committee to which it might delegate appropriate 

authority, to transfer credits between sections cf the Appropriation Resolution。 He 

was further authorized if necessary, and with the prior written concurrence of the 

majority of the members of the Board or of such committee, to make such transfers 

between Board sessions. He was required to report such transfers to the 

Executive Board at its following session. 

As had been reported in his letter of 29 October 1962 addressed to all members 

of the Board, the Director-General had found it necessary to propose a number of 

transfers, as enumerated in paragraph 2 of his report (document EB3lA6)。l In 

paragraph )， the Director-General pointed out that subsequently it had been found 

that the full amount requested was not needed as a result of some changes that had 

occurred and that therefore the amounts to be confirmed for transfer could be reduced. 

The Board would be interested to know that the Director-General had received 

twenty replies to his letter, all of which had concurred in his proposals. 

If the Board had no further questions on the matter, it.might wish to consider 

the draft resolution contained in paragraph confirming its concurrence in the 

transfer in question. 

Professor ZDANOV said he had no objection to the draft resolution； he had been 

among the twenty members whc had already intimated their approval of the transfer.,； 

1

 Reproduced as Annex 7 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth 0rg> 124, 
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He would like merely to take the opportunity to advocate that henceforward steps 

should be taken to reduce the frequency with which sessions of the regional committees 

were held outside the regional headquarters. Such a move would lead to savings; 

exceptions to the rule should be rare. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the matter raised by Profes&or Zdanov would come up for 

consideration in connexion with the report of the Standing Committee on Administration 

and Finance, 

He invited comments on the draft resolution before the Board
>
 which read as 

follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted the report of the Director-General on the transfer of a credit 

of $ 40 000 from Section 7 (Other Statutory Staff Costs) to Section ) (Regional 

Committees) of the Appropriation Resolution for 1962^ which is within the amount 

previously concurred in by correspondence, in accordance with Financial 

Regulation 

CONFIRMS its concurrence in this transfer. 

Decision; The draft resolution was adopted ( see resolution EBj)l.R9) • 

(b) For I963: Item J.1.2 of the Agenda (Document 31/24)
1 

Mr SIEGEL stated that the Director-General^ in reporting on proposed transfers 

between sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1963 (document E B ) l / 2斗 d r e w 

attention to the fact that, in the process of preparing the proposed programme and budget 

estimates for 1964, a number of revisions had been found desirable in the programme for 

1963， which resulted in the need for requesting the Board's concurrence in the transfers 

in question, 

1

 Reproduced as Annex 8 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 124 
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A number of changes had also been found appropriate because of changes in the esti-

mated costs for carrying out certain functions during the year 1963； there was a decrease 

of $ 32ОО in the estimated cost for the World Health Assembly and a decrease of $ 2200 in 

the estimated cost for the Executive Board and its committees. Offset against those 

decreases was an increase of $ ^820 in respect of the regional committees， making a net 

decrease of $ 1580 for organizational meetings as a whole• 

Under the Operating Programme there was a net decrease of $ 1210 due to a number of 

increases and decreases resulting primarily from the greater precision with which it had 

become possible to estimate the costs of programmes for the newly independent countries to 

be carried out under the special appropriation made by the Fifteenth World Health Assembly. 

The net increase of $ 264 under Appropriation Section 5 (Regional Offices) 

resulted mainly from the action taken in 1962 to strengthen the staffing of the Regional 

Office for Africa.' 

Of the total decrease of $ 195 Зб2 under Appropriation Section 7 (Other Statutory 

Staff Costs)^ $ 159 800 represented that portion of the original lump-sum provision of 

$ 214 000 which had to be transferred, as he had explained, to Appropriation Section 4 

in order to implement an accelerated programme for assisting the newly independent and 

emerging States, particularly in Africa. 

The net increase under Administrative Services of $ 2790 resulted from an increase 

of $ 8795 in the requirements for Other Statutory Staff Costs (Appropriation Section 9) 

and a decrease of $ 5995 in the requirements for Admini strative Services (Appropriation 

Section 8)• 

The table at the end of the Director-General's report summarized the effects of the 

increases and decreases concerned. 

Dr WATT said he would appreciate a rather fuller explanation of the changes made under 

Appropriation Section 7： Other Statutory Staff Costs. He had been under the impression 

that the costs in question were fixed and were an inevitable charge on the Organization, 
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Mr SIEGEL stated that the big change under Appropriation Section 7 was related 

to the appropriation of $ 71斗 ООО made by the Fifteenth World Health Assembly for 

accelerated assistance to the newly independent States» At the time that appro-

priation was made the Secretariat had been forced to make some rather arbitrary-

estimates as to its distribution between Appropriation Sections 4 and 7• It had 

now become possible to plan the programme to be carried out under the appropriation 

and as a result adjustments had had to be made between the two sections in question. 

Dr Watt was right in his assumption that normally estimates for other statutory 

staff costs were rather precise and were based on the Organization's Staff Rules 

and Regulations. . 

The CHAIRMAN submitted for the Board' s consideration the following draft 

resolution: 

The Executive Board, 、 

CONCURS in the transfers proposed by the Director-General between 

sections of paragraph 工 of the Appropriation Resolution for the financial 

year Х963 (WHAI5•斗2) as follows: /the summary table contained on pages 4 

and 5 of document EBJl/24 to be included in its entirety/ 

Decision: . The draft resolution was adopted (see resolution EB^l.RlO)^ 

4. CURRENCY OF, PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS: Item 6.2 of the Agenda (Documents 

EB31/21
1

 and EB5l/WP/5) 

The CHAIRMAN, opening the discussion on item 6.2, drew attention to the 

Director-General
f

 s report on the currency of payment of contributions (document 

EB51/21)
1

 and to the draft resolution proposed by Dr Shaheen (document EB51/WP/3)• 

1

 Reproduced as Annex 9 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 124 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the Director-General
1

 s report 

on a well-knovm subject which had frequently been discussed in the Board and the 

Health Assembly had been in the hands of members for some time; he would not 

therefore elaborate on its contents but would call attention only to a few points. 

From the outset, in accordance with the financial policies governing its 

operations, WHO had limited itself to accepting payments of contributions to the 

annual budget in either US dollars or Swiss francs. At the beginning of 1953 it 

had been found possible to accept a portion of contributions in sterlings the 

amount being limited to WHO'S estimated expenditure in that currency. In its 

resolution WHAl斗，32, the Fourteenth World Health Assembly had asked that the matter 

be re-examined so as to determine whether there might be some additional currencies 

being used by WHO in sufficient amounts to warrant an extension of the type of 

currency which the Organization might be able to accept without imposing too great 

a burden on the Secretariat's financial and accounting operations• 

At its twenty-eighth session the Board, after discussing the Director-General
1

 s 

report submitted in compliance with the Health Assembly's resolution^ had decided 

that the matter should be kept under study and requested the Director-General to 

report further at such time as his study warranted a change in the existing practice• 

The Director-General now believed that the time was ripe to consider the 

matter again, because the level of expenditure in the countries where regional 

offices were situated had reached a point when it would be advantageous for some 

Member States to be able to pay a portion of their contributions in the currencies 

used to meet the costs of regional offices. 
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The Director-General also wished to bring the matter up because of the extensive 

discussions which had taken place in the General Assembly of the United Nations at 

its Seventeenth Session， and the study which the United Nations Committee on 

Contributions had made on the subject. 

In order to facilitate the present discussion, the information submitted to the 

Board at its twenty-eighth session had been reproduced in Annex 1 of the Director-

General
 f

s report (document EB)l/21) and a statement on the action taken by the 

General Assembly had been attached in Annex 2. 

Mr KITTANI， introducing on behalf of Dr Shaheen, who was indisposed, the draft 

resolution contained in document EB)l/WP/5, said that the subject of currency of 

payments of contributions was very complex for the whole United Nations family. It 

was neither the time nor the place to consider in detail why the subject recurred so 

often in budgetary discussions and it would suffice to point out that certain Member 

States, because of balance of payments and foreign exchange problems, experienced 

difficulty in finding the requisite currency to pay the total or greater part of their 

contributions to international organizations. 

He welcomed the decisive step forward being proposed by WHO
 f

s Director-General. 

Section 3-2 of his report made clear that the principal reason that had prompted his 

recommendations in section 5 was that the costs of regional offices and regional 

advisers for five regions had more than quadrupled during the period 1955-196). 

The Director-General was accordingly seeking authority to accept a portion of 

contributions in currencies other than US dollars^ Swiss francs or sterling in 

countries where WHO had regional offices. The position for the Region of the 

Americas was of course different. 
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V/HO was mainly a regional organization and it was obvious that the expansion of 

its regional activities had made the Director-General
r

s proposals possible. In his 

report the Director-General had also dealt with certain cardinal principles which 

must necessarily determine policy. They were: firsts that portions of contributions 

paid in any currency should be readily and fully usable by WHO so as to ensure that 

its interests were not jeopardized j secondly, that all Member States should en joy 

equal rights as to the payment of portions of their contributions in the newly-

proposed currencies] thirdly, that WHO must be protected against any sudden 

alteration in rates of exchange ； fourthly,, that as in the case of payment in 

sterling, payment in the newly proposed currencies must be made on or before a 

predetermined date so that WHO would not have to find other means of obtaining cash; 

and finally, that the arrangements must be acceptable to the countries in which the 

regional offices were located. In connexion with that last point he observed that 

some of those countries might have to make some sacrifices, especially those suffering 

from acute foreign exchange difficulties, because they would have to accept payment 

for certain expenditures in their own rather than convertible currencies as before• 

The draft resolution proposed by Dr Shaheen reproduced the text of that 

suggested by the Director-General in section 5-2 of his report to the B o a r d、 

twenty-eighth session^ with the exception of the first preambular paragraph. For 

historical reasons which he would not wish to pursue it seemed unnecessary to refer 

to the resolution of the Fourteenth World Health Assembly. 

Professor AUJALEU said that in the preamble of the draft resolution reference 

must be made to resolution WHA1斗.32， since that was the source of the authority for 

the problem being discussed at the present juncture. 
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He would also like to know the reason for some differences of wording in the 

fourth preambular paragraph of the Director-General
1

s suggested text and the third 

preambular paragraph of Dr Shaheen's text, as well as in operative paragraph 1. 

Mr KITTANI explained that it had seemed desirable not to incorporate the first 

preambular paragraph of the Director-General's suggested text because in its 

resolution EB28.R28 the Board had in effect rejected the recommendation made by the 

Health Assembly in its resolution WHA14.32, whereas now it was contemplating going 

back on that decision. For the rest, Dr Shaheen's text, of which the original was 

in English, followed word for word the Director-General's. 

Dr DOROLLE, Deputy Director-General, explained in reply to Professor Aujaleu 

that apart from the first preambular paragraph the points of difference in the texts 

were purely a matter of translation. The French translation of the text in the 

Director-General's report had been carefully prepared and faithfully reproduced the 

sense of the original English. When dealing with Dr Shaheen
1

s draft resolution 

the French translators had not been aware of the fact that its wording derived from 

the Director-General's suggested text, and thus two disparities had crept in which 

had prompted Professor Aujaleu's questions. He apologized for the fact that 

insufficient directions had been given to the translators and said that as far as the 

French text was concerned the wording of the French version of the Director-General's 

suggested text was the accurate one. The necessary changes would be made in 

Dr Shaheen
1

s draft resolution in that language. 

Dr LAYTON wondered whether it would be possible for a country in one region to 

pay part of its designated portion in the currency of the regional office host 

country in another region. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General^ replied in the affirmative^ adding that 

the intention continued to be to ensure that all Member States had equal rights in 

paying a proportion of their contributions in such currencies as might be acceptable• 

Dr WATT said that the Director-General
r

s recommendations were tangible evidence 

that WHO had made progress towards its repeatedly declared goal of regionalization 

and decentralization. 

Perhaps it was premature, but he could not refrain from trying to look into the 

future and thinking that it might become appropriate to have regional budgets, as 

was the case in the Americas where a regional organization had existed for many 

years before WHO'S establishment. If the present recommendations could be viewed 

as a step towards facilitating programme development within each region, he would 

find them more worthy of support. 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that in order to comply with 

Professor Aujaleu
 T

s request that reference be made to resolution WHA14.32, a first 

paragraph could be inserted into the preamble of Dr Shaheen
 f

s draft resolution, 

reading: "Recalling resolution WHA14.32 of the Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 

and resolution EB28.R28 of the twenty-eighth session of the Executive Board 

requesting the Director-General to report further on his study of the problems of 

payment of contributions to the regular budget in currencies other than US dollars, 

Swiss francs or pounds sterling"• 

Mr KITTANI said that such a text for the first paragraph of the preamble of the 

draft resolution would be acceptable• 

Decision: Dr Shaheen‘s draft resolution, as amended, was adopted 

(see resolution E B ^ l . H H ) . 
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5. SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 196): Item 3.2 of the Agenda (Document' 
ЕВ31Д4) 

Mr SIEGEL- Assistant Director-General, introducing the Director-General
f

s 

report (document EB)l/l斗)1 on the supplementary budget estimates for 1963, said that 

they were submitted in compliance with Financial Regulation 3*10. As was indicated 

in paragraph 1.2 of the report, the Director-General had found it necessary to 

increase Appropriation Sections 7 and 9 by $ 162 000 because of changes in post 

adjustment classifications• Of the total amount required, $ 120 000 resulted from 

a change in the post adjustment classification for Geneva from Class 1 to Class 2 

as from 1 November 19б2. The balance of $ 42 000 was to meet additional 

expenditures because of anticipated changes in the post adjustment classifications 

of some of the regional offices where there was reason to believe changes would 

take place during the year. 

Turning to the question of the proposed method of financing the supplementary 

estimates, he said that hitherto WHO had been able to avoid having to resort to 

additional assessments on Members, and in the present instance the Director-General 

was pleased "to report "that "that could again be achieved in respect, of "the уеэ.3? 1963 • 

Paragraph 2,1 of the report indicated that $ 35 990 of the increase could be covered 

by the amounts that WHO would receive as reimbursement from the Special Account of 

the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. It would also be seen from 

paragraph 2.2 that the remaining amount, i.e. the difference of $ 126 010 between the 

supplementary estimates of $ 1б2 000 and the amount to come from the Special Account 

of the Expanded Programme could be covered by using funds available in casual income 

at the end of 19б2. 

1

 Reproduced as Annex 11 to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 124. 
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In paragraph 5 of the report the Director-General had put forward for 

consideration by the Board, a draft resolution to give effect to his proposals and 

suggested methods of financing. 

Mr KITTANI, referring to the figure of $ 42 000 mentioned in paragraph 1.3， 

asked what expenditures were anticipated on post adjustments in the regional offices• 

If the cost of living surveys were still in progress, as was stated in that paragraph, 

he wondered how the results could be anticipated or the time when the changes might 

take effect be determined, in advance. He wished to have further information on the 

procedure followed, on where and how many were the posts likely to be affected• 

Mr SIEGEL said that the information Mr Kittani was seeking had not been 

furnished in the report because, whereas it was possible to anticipate in which 

regional offices new post adjustment classifications were likely to take place in 

196)， it was undesirable to announce anything in advance because of the possible 

effect on the staff if changes were later to be found inappropriate. 

The Secretariat had also taken into account the fact that there was no session 

of the Executive Board immediately prior to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 

which would have to approve the supplementary estimates for 1965» One way of 

meeting that problem would be for the Board to follow the same procedure as that 

adopted at its twenty-ninth session in January 19б2 in respect of a few items of the 

budget requiring further study before the Fifteenth Health Assembly. Those items had 

been referred to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Board which met immediately before the 
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Assembly to consider the annual Financial Report. It would be possible to include 

in the Committee
f

 s terms of reference a request to consider the sum of $ 42 000, 

concerning which precise information was not at present available, and to decide 

whether the estimate called for revision. 

Mr KITTANI said that Mr Siegel
1

s reply had confirmed his misgivings about the 

imprecise character of the information given in paragraph 1.3- He would be 

satisfied if the question of the balance of $ 42 '000 were referred, to the Ad Hoc 

Committee and if the supplementary estimates were endorsed on the understanding that 

that particular item had only been provisionally approved. 

Mr SIEGEL said that the point made by Mr Kittani, which in any case would be 

recorded in the minutes, could be met by inserting a footnote to the suggested draft 

resolution indicating that the sum of $ 42 000 was subject to review by the Ad Hoc 

Committee of the Board• 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that one difficulty was that the sum of $ 42 000 did 

not appear separately in $he figures contained in the draft resolution» The foot-

note would have to indicate that that sum was made up of sums under Appropriation 

Sections 7 and 9* 

Mr KITTANI said that the simplest way of handling the matter would be to 

recommend that supplementary estimates of $ 120 000 be appropriated and to authorize 

the Ad Hoc Committee to revise that figure up to a maximum of $ 42 000 if the evidence 

available when it was convened warranted such an increase. From the point of view of 

budgetary procedure .that would be a preferable course and he personally was unwilling 

to vote at the present stage for a recommendation containing figures based on such 

imprecise information. 
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Mr SIEGEL said that he ought to have pointed out earlier in the discussion that 

the estimate of $ 42 000 might turn out to be too low when the relevant information 

became available at the time of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly* 

In deciding what procedure to follow., the Board might find it helpful to refer 

to the form of footnote appended to its resolution EB29.R57 (Official Records 

No. 115, page ；56), Referring to Mr Kittani
f

s observations, he said that as a 

matter of budgetary policy there was no danger in leaving the figures in operative 

paragraph 2 of the proposed draft resolution as they stood if the Ad Hoc Committee 

were given the responsibility of reviewing the estimate of $ 42 000 and making the 

appropriate recommendation to the Health Assembly on the basis of the information 

that would become available at that time. 

Dr KARUNARATNE suggested that the procedural difficulty might be overcome if 

the first preambular paragraph were amended to read: 

"Having considered the supplementary estimates for 1963 submitted by the 

Director-General for a sum of $ 1б2 000 composed of: 

(a) $ 120 000 as a result of the change in the post adjustment 

classification for Geneva from Class 1 to 2 etc. and 

(b) a sum of $ 42 000 to meet additional expenditures anticipated 

because of changes in the post adjustment classification for some of 

the regional offices . . 

A footnote should then be added relating to the figure of $ 42 000 stating that 

that sum was to be examined by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Board which was to meet 

prior to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 
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Dr WATT said he would like to know where he could find information on the 

procedures followed for making post adjustment classifications. Such information 

would be helpful in evaluating any changes proposed in the future » 

The CHAIRMAN said that further discussion of item would be deferred until 

the following meeting• 

The meeting rose at 12>35 p*m« 
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1. APPOINTMENT OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE AMERICAS: Item 5.2.2 of the 
Agenda (Resolution EB21.R3; Document EB31/4) ^ 一 

A P P O I N T M È N n ï l î ï r f t É Ô I Ô N A L DIRECTOR POR SOUTH-EAST ASIA: Item 5 0 . 2 . of 

the Agenda (Resolution EB21.R60: Document EB31/5) 

The Board met in closed session at 9 Q 0 a.m. and resumed in open session 

at 10.10 a.m. 

The CHAIRMAN said he had much pleasure in .making public the decisions of the 

Board on items 5-2,2 and taken at the private meeting just concluded. The 

following two draft resolutions had been adopted unanimously: 
—•- +..,..,. 

(a) The Executive Boards . 

Having considered resolution VII of the XVI Pan American Sanitary 

Conference^ fourteenth session of the Regional Committee for the Americas 

of the World Health Organization, 

1. REAPPOINTS Dr A . Horwitz as Regional Director for the Americas for a 

period of four years from 1 February 196); and 

2 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend Dr A . Horwitz
1

 s appointment. 

as Regional Director for a further period of four years subject to the 

provisions of the Staff Rules and Regulations. 

(b) The Executive Boards 
• • 

Considering the provisions of Article 52 of the Constitution^ 

Staff Regulation 45 and Staff Rule 920; and 

Having considered、the ；recommendation of the Regional Committee for 

South-East Asia, 

1» REAPPOINTS Dr С. Mani as Regional Director for South-East Asia as 

fi^om 1 March 1963； and. 

2 . AUTHORIZES the Director-General to extend Dr Mani*s appointment as 

Regional Director for a further period of five years from that date 

without further reference to the Executive Board and subject to the 

provisions of the Staff Rules and Regulations. 
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2 . CLINICAL AND PHARMACOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF DRUGS: Item 2.7 of the Agenda 

(Resolution WHA15.41; Documents EB)l/22; EB)l/WP/4) (resumed from the 

second meeting) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the discussion on the item had been terminated at the 

previous meeting. He invited comments on the draft resolution proposed by., the 

Rapporteurs (document EB)1/WP/4), which had been distributed to members, prior to the 

opening of the meeting. 

The draft resolution read as follows: 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the report from the Director-General on the Clinical 

and Pharmacological Evaluation of Drugs； 

Noting resolution WHA15-41 of the Fifteenth World Health Assembly on the 

Organization's possible contributions to the evaluation of the safety and 

efficacy of drugs; 

Noting that the Director-General is convening a scientific group to 

advise him on the action to be taken for the implementation of this resolution; 

Emphasizing the need for early action in regard to rapid dissemination of 

information on adverse drug reactions; 

Reaffirming the desirability for WHO to develop, in the interest of public 

healthy a programme concerned with the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of 

drugs； and 

Considering that the objectives of the above-mentioned resolution can only 

be achieved by international со-operation, 

1. REQUÉSTS the Director-General: 

(i) to report to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly' on the outcome 

of the discussions in the forthcoming meeting of the scientific group; 

1

 Document EB)l/22 



EB3l/Min/3 , 
page б 一 

(ii) to explore meanwhile ways and means of ^oi^pili^- information on 

serious adverse drug reactions and of supplying this information to 

national health administrations in order to enable them to take 

appropriate action; and 

2. RECOMMENDS to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly^ in the light of the 

report to be submitted by the Di re с t or- G e n e r a l t o invite Member States: 

(i) to seek agreement, in co-operation with WHO, on basic principles 

and minimum requirements applicable to the toxicological, pharmaco-

logical and clinical evaluation of drugs； 

(ii) to make available to WHO relevant information obtained during 

the evaluation and the general use of drugs particularly in regard to 

adverse reactions. 

Professor AUJALEU s^id he was ready to give his support to the draft resolution 

as a whole. He had only one point to raise that seemed to him somewhat delicate in 

regard to the fifth preambular paragraph• The paragraph in question appeared to 

reaffirm a consideration that had never been put forward; certainly such a statement 

was not made in resolution WHA15 •斗1. Secondly, he feared its introduction would lead 

to a certain amount of confusion regarding the Organization
1

 s true role in the matter. 

The wording seemed to imply that the Organization itself would develop a programme for 

the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of drugs, whereas the idea was. that it should 

be limited to setting general rules for enabling each country to carry out its own 

evaluation and to organizing an exchange of information on the results. The paragraph 

in question added nothing to the draft resolution and it would be simpler，in order to 

avoid any confusion^ if it were deleted. He accordingly proposed that that be done. 
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Sir George GODBER said he would like to support Professor Aujaleu
T

s suggestion 

and also comment on operative paragraph 2(ii) of the draft resolution. That paragraph 

seemed to him to be asking for a vast amount of information to be provided tc the 

Secretariat - information of a kind which could be obtained from many sources. Relevant 

information might covers for instance, the results of an investigation into the frequency 

of gastro-intestinal haemorrhages following the use of aspirin. Accordingly^ it would 

be better if the paragraph were reworded to relate it to occasions where country 

reporting would seem to be nocessary. He suggested the follcwing amendment to that 

effect : 

"(ii) to make available to WHO relevant information of any action 

taken to restrict the use of a drug as a result of adverse reactions 

and of the evidence which led to this action". 

The wording as it stood was too broad. 

Dr LAYTON supported both the amendments that had been proposed • At the current 

stage cf development of what was a new activity, it was important to focus on essentials; 

as the study progressed the broader import of the information aspect would unfold in 

reasonable and logical fashion. 

Secondly, he would like to suggest a minor change in the first line of operative 

paragraph 2 ； the present wording implied that the Board had already some knowledge of 

the report the Director-General would be submitting to the Sixteenth World Health 

Assembly，which was not the case. He accordingly proposed that the words "in the light 

of" be replaced by the words "in anticipation of" 

Dr OLGUIN endorsed Professor AujaleU
1

s proposal to delete the fifth preambular 

paragraph. He was ready to support the remainder of the draft resolution as submitted 

by the Rapporteurs. 
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Dr KARUNARATNE wished to support the amendment proposed by Sir George Godber. The 

original wording of operative paragraph 2(ii) was too broad. Relevant information should 

be limited to information on serious side-effects 'of drugs， 

Secondly, as international co-operation was not the only means whereby the objec-

tives of resolution WHA15.41 might be achieved, he suggested a change in the wording of 

the last paragraph of the preamble，to make it read: "Considering that international 

co-operation is essential to achieve the objectives of the above-mentioned resolution". 

D r WATT said he would like to support all the amendments proposed. It seemed to 

him， however^ that the position of the small country with virtually no regulatory 

machinery for the control of drugs had been overlooked in Sir George Godber
1

 s proposed 

wording. In such a country health authorities would not become aware of serious adverse 

drug reactions until a large number of cases occurred, and when that did happen they 

would probably need help to remedy the situation. His point was illustrated by the 

recent outbreak of poisoning in an African country, which had become widespread before 

becoming apparent» He wondered whether there was some way in which the smaller 

countries could be assured of help where suspicion regarding a particular drug was 

aroused. 

Dr OLGUIN said he would like to make his position on the draft resolution clearer. 

Not every country had the administrative or technical structure needed for undertaking 

evaluation of the safety and efficacy óf drugs. In view of the importance of the problem， 

however, he appreciated the value of giving those countries the possibility of develop-

ing the necessary machinery
д
 and the proposed invitation to governments to make available 

to WHO relevant information on the matter might provide a stimulus in that direction. 

The draft resolution, as worded originally^ took a comprehensive view of the problem as 

a whole and provided the basis for future development of action to cover all the technical 
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Sir George GODBER agreed that Dr Watt's point was well taken. There was a 

moment where information was arriving at the central department in any country which 

suggested that restrictive action might be needed. Pooling with information available 

in another country might well give surer grounds for taking action of the kind. The 

somewhat broader wording, "or of evidence which suggests such action is needed", in 

place of the words "and the evidence on which it was based"， at the end of his amend-

ment, might meet Dr Watt
T

 s point• 

Professor AUJALEU said that he was in full agreement with Sr George Godber
!

 s 

amendment as first proposed as well as with those proposed by Dr Layton and 

Dr Karunaratne. He found himself in some difficulty, however^ in regard to the new 

wording just proposed by Sir George Godber. It would not be in the best interests 

of the Organization to disseminate information throughout the world on action that 

was merely contemplated in respect of a specific drug. 

Sir George GODBER agreed entirely with Professor Aujaleu. If suspicions only 

were communicated to WHO and given general circulation the Organization would find 

itself in trouble. He had on the ether hand thought it might perhaps be useful to the 

Organization to have information where it suggested that restrictive action might become 

necessary. -He himself maintained an exchange of information of the kind by corres-

pondence with colleagues in other countries. A di fferent iat i on must be made between 

information provided merely to keep the Organization informed and information which 

it would disseminate, but that was a matter for the Director-General• 
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Professer AUJALEU thought there was a difference between communicating suspicions 

unofficially to a colleague and making an official communication to WHO, which could 

do no other than make use of the information supplied; otherwise there would be no 

point in sending it. Should the suspicion not be substantiated, there would be danger 

of legal action against the Organization by the drug manufacturer. That would be a 

very dangerous line to follow. 

Professor ZDANOV thought that offence might be given to heads of health services 

by laying down too stringent instructions on the matter; moreover, that would be 

tantamount to implying that they were not capable of administering their own services. 

It would suffice to state the kind of information to be supplied. Every national 

health service head was aware that' he had responsibilities for international health 

and hence must supply the information in question. He saw no reason to interfere 

with national regulation of drug production. The main interest was that information 

of importance for world health should be communicated in good time. He accordingly 

preferred the draft resolution in its original form, which admirably covered the 

position. 

Dr PARAH thought that all difficulties would be avoided by reverting to the 

original wording of operative paragraph 2 (ii). The effect of the word "relevant" 

before "information" would be to leave governments as the sole judges whether or not 

to transmit information to WHO. There would be no obligation upon them to communicate 

any particular item of information at any particular time unless they deemed it of 

relevance in the context. 
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Professor AUJALEU pointed out that nevertheless there was a moral obligation for 

health administrations to act, and that particular wording would leave them in doubt as 

to what ought to be done. Dr Godber
1

 s amendment as first proposed, on the other hand, 

was most specific. Its excellence lay in providing that a national administration 

should immediately communicate information on restrictive action taken, and consequently 

that information became relevant at the time of taking action. 

w 

Dr OLGUIN wished again, after hearing Professor Zdanov
f

 s remarks, to reiterate his 

view that the original wording would leave the problem localized in so far as the 

technical aspect was concerned - the matter of fundamental concern - whereas the 

administrative side would remain the sole responsibility of governments. 

Dr WATT thought the point of difficulty was to determine what would be relevant 

information during evaluation and general use of drugs. The evaluation of drugs was a 

broad area of activity, and in many countries of the world it involved action by others 

than simply the national or state health authorities. He wondered whether maintenance of 

the words "relevant information
1

^ followed by Sir George Godber
!

s wording regarding 

action taken, would not better meet the case. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed, in view of the conflicting opinions expressed, to set up a 

working party to try to reach an agreed text. He would suggest that Dr Olguin, Dr Watt^ 

Y 

Sir George Godber， Professor Aujaleu^ Dr Layton， Professor Zdanov, Dr Karunaratne^ and 

Dr Vannugli, together with the Rapporteurs^ form the membership. 

It was so agreed» 
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5 . TRANSFERS BETWEEN SECTIONS OF THE APPROPRIATION RESODJTION: Item 3-1 of the Agenda 

(a) For 1 9 6 2： Item 5.1.1 of the Agenda (Document EB^l/ló) 
••. . • ..... • - . •••• : • “ 

‘iMr SÏËGEL, Assistant Director-General, recalled that under the provisions of 

Financial Regulation 4^5 the Director-General was authorized, with the prior concurrence of 

the Executive Board： or of any committee to which it might delegate appropriate authority, to 

transfer credits between sections of the Appropriation Resolution, He was further authorize 

to transfer such credits, with the prior written concurrence of the majority of the members 

of the Board or of such committee, to make transfers between sections in the event of that 

becoming necessary between Board sessions. He was required to report such transfers to 

the Executive Board at its following session. 

As had been reported in his letter of 29 October 1962 addressed to all members of the 

Board, the Director-General had found it necessary to propose a number cf transfers, as 

. . .
 ；

 ‘ ........ ., .... ；‘ • ‘ . . . 

enumerated in paragraph 2 of his report (document EB)l/l6). In paragraph )， the Director-

General pointed out that subsequently it had been found that the full amount requested was 

not needed as a result of some changes that had occurred and that therefore the amounts to 

be confirmed for transfer could be reduced. 

The Board would be interested to know that the Director-General had received twenty-

replies to his letter, all of which had concurred in his proposals. 

If the Board had no further questions on the matter, it might wish to consider the 

draft resolution contained in paragraph 4, confirming its concurrence in the transfer in 

question. 

Professor ¿DANOV said he had no objection to the draft resolution; he had been among 

the twenty members who had already intimated their approval of the transfer. 
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He would like merely to take the opportunity to advocate that henceforward steps should 

be taken to reduce the frequency, with which sessions of the.regional committees were held 

outside the regional headquarters. Such a move would lead to savings； exceptions to the 

rule should be rare• 

ч 

The CHAIRMAN said that the matter raised by Professor Zdanov would come up for consid-

eration in connexion with the report of the Standing Committee on Administration and Finance. 

He invited comments on the draft resolution before the Board, which read as follows2 

The Executive Board, 

Having noted the report of the Director-General on the transfer of a credit 

of $ 40 000 from Section 7 (Other Statutory Staff Costs) to Sectipn 3 (Regional 

Committees) of the Appropriation Resolution for 1962, which is within the amount 

previously concurred in by correspondence, in accordance with Financial'Regulation 斗.5, 

CONFIRMS its concurrence in this.transfer. 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted, 

(b) For 1 9 6 3 ： 工 " Ь е ш .3.1.2 of "the Agenda (Document ) 

. ..... . ..... . • 

Mr SIEGEL stated that the Director-General, in reporting on proposed transfers between 
í ‘• ,、 • .-• ： • • *

 ：
 = • •

：
• ；-：• • . . ： 

* . • “ . • . ...- . • ‘“'.' •. 

sections of the Appropriation Resolution for 1963 (document EBJl/24) drew attention to the 

fact that, in the process of preparing the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1964, 

a number of revisions had been found desirable in the programme for 1963, which resulted in 

the need for requesting the Board's concurrence in the transfers in question. 

A number of changes had also been fp-und appropriate becau-se of changes in the estimated 

costs for carrying out certain functions during the year 1965； there was a decrease of 

$ 32ОО in the estimated cost for the V/orld Health Assembly and a decrease of：： .$ 2200 in- the 

estimated cost for the Executive Board and its committees. Offset against those decreases 

was an increase of $ ^820 in respect of the regional committees, making a net decrease of 

$ 1580 for organizational meetings as a whole. 
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Under the Operating Programme there was a net decrease of $ 1210 due to a 

number of increases and decreases resulting primarily from the greater precision with 

which it had become possible to estimate the costs of programmes for the newly-

independent countries to be carried out under the special appropriation made by the 

Fifteenth World Health Assembly• 

The net increase of $ 264 under Appropriation Section 5 (Regional Offices) 

resulted mainly from the action taken in 1962 to strengthen the staffing of the 

Regional Office for Africa. 

Of the total decrease of $ 195 362 under Appropriation Section 7 (Other 

Statutory Staff Costs), $ 159 800 represented that portion of the original lump-sum 

provision of $ 214 000 which had to be transferred, as he had explained^ to 

4 in order to implement an accelerated programme Appropriation Section 

the newly independent 

The net increase 

increase of $ 8795 in 

and emerging States^ 

under Administrative 

the requirements for 

particularly in Africa^ 

for assisting 

Services of $ 2790 resulted from an 

Other Statutory Staff .Costs (Appropriation 

Section 9) and a decrease of $ 5995 in the requirements for Administrative Services 

(Appropriation Section 8). 

The table at the end of the Director-General's report summarized the effects of 

the increases and decreases concerned» 

Dr WATT said he would appreciate a rather fuller explanation on the changes 

made under Appropriation Section 7： Other Statutory Staff Costs. He had been under 

the impression that the costs in question were fixed and were an inevitable charge on 

the Organization, 
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Mr SIEGEL stated that the big change under Appropriation Section 7 was related 

to the appropriation of $ 71斗 ООО made by the Fifteenth World Health Assembly for 

accelerated assistance to the newly independent States. At the time that appro-

priation was made the Secretariat had been forced to make some rather arbitrary-

estimates as to its distribution between Appropriation Sections 4 and 7 . It had 

now become possible to plan the programme to be carried out under the appropriation 

and as a result adjustments had had to be made between the two sections in question, 

Dr Watt was right in his assiomption that normally estimates for other statutory 

staff costs were rather precise and v/ere based on the Organization*s Staff Rules 

and Regulations. 

The CHAIRMAN submitted for the Board's consideration the following draft 

resolution: 

The Executive Board, 

CONCURS in the transfers proposed by the Director-General between 

sections of paragraph 工 of the Appropriation Resolution for the financial 

year 196) (WHA15•斗2) as follows: /the summary table contained on pages К 

and 5 of document EB51/24 to be included in its entirety/ 

Decision: The draft resolution was adopted• 

4 . CURRENCY OF PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS: Item 6.2 of the Agenda ..(Documents 

EB51/21 and EB^l/WP/j) 

The CHAIRMAN, opening the discussion on item 6.2, drew attention to the 

Director-General
f

 s report on the currency of payment of contributions (document 

EB31/21) and to the draft resolution proposed by Dr Shaheen (document EB^l/WP/З). 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, said that the Director-General
f

s report 

on a well-known subject which had frequently been discussed in the Board and the 

Health Assembly had been in the hands of members for some time; he would not 

therefore elaborate on its contents but would call attention only to a few points• 

From the outset, in accordance with the financial policies governing its 

operations, WHO had limited itself to accepting payments of contributions to the 

annual budget in either US dollars or Swiss francs• At the beginning of 1955 it 

had been found possible to accept a portion of contributions in sterlings the 

amount being limited to WHO'S estimated expenditure in that currency. In its 

resolution W H A l ^ O
2

^ the Fourteenth World Health Assembly had asked that the matter 

be re-examined so as to determine whether there might be some additional currencies 

being used by WHO in sufficient amounts to warrant an extension of the type of 

currency which the Organization might be able to accept without imposing too great 

a burden on the Secretariat's financial and accounting operations• 

At its twenty-eighth session the Board, after discussing the Director-General
?

s 

report submitted in compliance with the Health Assembly
f

s resolution, had decided 

that the matter should be kept under study and requested the Director-General to 

report further at such time as his study warranted a change in the existing practice 

The Director-General now believed that the time was ripe to consider the 

matter again, because the level of expenditure in the countries where regional 

offices were situated had reached a point when it would be advantageous for some 

Member States to be able to pay a portion of their contributions in the currencies 

used to meet the costs of regional offices. 
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The Director-General also wished to bring the matter up because of the 

extensive discussions which had taken place in the General Assembly of the United 

Nations at its Seventeenth Session, and the study which the United Nations Committee 

on Contributions had made on the subject. 

In order to facilitate the present discussion, the information submitted to 

the Board at its twenty-eighth session had been reproduced in Annex 1 of the 

Director-General
1

 s report (document EB)l/21) and a statement on the action taken by 

the General Assembly had been attached in Annex 2 . 

Mr KITTANI,, alternate to Dr Shaheen, introducing on behalf of Dr Shaheen, who 

was indisposed, the draft resolution contained in document EB^l/WP/j., said that the ‘ 

subject of currency of payments of contributions was very complex for the whole 

United Nations family. It was neither the time nor the place to consider in 

detail why the subject recurred so .often in budgetary discussions and it would 

suffice to point out that certain Member States, because of balance of payments and 

foreign exchange problems, experienced difficulty in finding the requisite currency 

to pay the total or greater part of their contributions to. international 

organizations. 

He welcomed the decisive step forward being proposed by WHO'S Director-General. 

Section of his report made clear that the principal reason that had prompted 

his recommendations in section 5 was that the costs of regional offices and regional 

advisers for the five regions had more than quadrupled during the period 1953-19б3« 

The Director-General was accordingly seeking authority to accept a portion of contri-

butions in currencies other than US dollars, Swiss francs or sterling in countries 

where WHO had regional offices » The position for the Region of the Americas was 

of course different^ 



EB3l/Min/3 
page l8 

WHO was mainly a regional organization and it was obvious that the expansion of 

its regional activities had made the Director-General
1

 s proposals possible. In his 

report the Director-General had also dealt with certain cardinal principles which 

must necessarily determine policy. They were: first, that portions of contri-

butions paid in any currency should be readily and fully usable by WHO so as to 

ensure that its interests were not jeopardized; secondly, that all Member States 

should enjoy equal rights as to the payment of portions of their contributions in 

the newly proposed currencies; thirdly, that WHO must be protected against any 

sudden alteration in rates of exchange; fourthly, that as in the case of payment in 

sterlings payment in the newly proposed currencies must be made on or before a 

predetermined daté so that WHO would not have to find other means of obtaining cash 

and finally， that the arrangements must be acceptable to the countries in which the 

regional offices were located^ In connexion with that last point he observed that 

some of those countries might have to make some sacrifices, especially those 

suffering from acute foreign exchange difficulties, because they would have to 

accept payment for certain expenditures in their own rather than convertible 

currencies as before• 

The draft resolution proposed by Dr Shaheen reproduced the text of that 

suggested by the Director-General in section of his report with the exception of 

the first preambular paragraph. For historical reasons which he would not wish to 

pursue it seemed unnecessary to refer to the resolution of the Fourteenth World 

Health Assembly* 

Professor AUJALEU said that in the preamble of- the draft resolution reference 

must be made to resolution W H A 1 斗 Л since that was the source of the authority for 

the problem being discussed at the present Juncture. 
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He would also like to know the reason for some differences of wording in the 

fourth preambular paragraph of the Director-General
1

 s suggested text and the third 

preambular paragraph of Dr Shaheen
1

 s text., as well as in operative paragraph 1* 

M r KITTAN工 explained that it had seemed desirable not to incorporate the first 

preambular paragraph of the Director-General
r

 s suggested text because in its 

resolution EB28.R28 the Board had in effect rejected the recommendation made by the 

Health Assembly in its resolution W H A l ^ . ^ , whereas now it was contemplating going 

back on that decision. For the rest, Dr Shaheen
r

s text, of which the original was 

in English, followed word for word, the Director-General
1

 s. 

Dr DOROLLE^ Deputy Director-General, explained in reply to Professor Aujaleu 

that apart from- the first preambular paragraph the points of difference in the texts 

were purely a matter of translation. The French translation of the text in the 

Director-General
1

 s report had been carefully-prepared and faithfully reproduced the 

sense of the original English. When dealing with Dr Shaheen
1

 s draft resolution 

the French translators had not been aware of the fact that its wording derived from 

the Director-General
!

s suggested text, and thus two disparities had crept in which 

had prompted Professor Aujaleu's questions. He apologised for the fact that 

insufficient directions had been given to • the translators and said that »-as far as the 

French text was concerned the wording of the French version of the Director-General
r

 s 

suggested text was the accurate one. The necessary changes would be made in 

D r Shaheen
f

s draft resolution in that language. 

Dr LAYTON wondered whether it would be possible for a country in one region to 

pay part of its designated portion in the currency of the regional office host ？ 

country in another region. 
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Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, replied in the affirmative^ adding that 

the intention continued to be to ensure that all Member States had equal rights in 

paying a proportion of their contributions in such currencies as might be acceptable. 

D r WATT said that the Director-General
1

 s recommendations were tangible evidence 

that WHO had made progress towards its repeatedly declared goal of regionalization 

and decentralization. 

Perhaps it was premature, but he could not refrain from trying to look into the 

future and thinking that it might become appropriate to have regional budgets, as 

was the case in the Americas where a regional organization had existed for many-

years before WH0
f

s establishment. If the present recommendations could be viewed 

as a step towards facilitating programme development within each region, he would 

find them more worthy of support• 

Mr SIEGEL^ Assistant Director-General^ said that in order to comply with 

Professor Aujaleu* s request that reference be made to resolution WHAl4.32> a first 

paragraph could be inserted into the preamble of Dr Shaheen
!

s draft resolution, 

reading: "Recalling resolution WHA14.32 of the Fourteenth World Health Assembly, 

and resolution EB28.R28 of the twenty-eighth session of the Executive Board 

requesting the Director-General to report further on his study of the problems of 

payment of contributions to the regular budget in currencies other than US dollars, 

Swiss francs or pounds sterling"• 

Mr KITTANI said that such a text for the first paragraph of the preamble of the 

draft resolution would be acceptable• 

Decision: Dr Shaheen
1

 s draft resolution^ as amended, was adopted. 
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5 , SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1965： Item of the Agenda (Document 

ЕВ31/1Л) 

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the Director-General
T

 s 

report (document EBJl/l斗）on the supplementary "budget estimates for 19бЗ, said that 

they were submitted in compliance with Financial Regulation 10. As was indicated 

in paragraph 1.2 of the report, the Director-General had found it necessary to 

increase Appropriation Sections 7 and 9 by $ 1б2 000 because of changes in post 

adjustment classifications. Of the total amount required, $ 120 000 resulted from 

a change in the post adjustment classification for Geneva from Class 1 to Class 2 

as from 1 November 1962. The balance of $ 42 000 was to meet additional expendi-

tures because of anticipated changes in the post adjustment classifications of some 

of the regional offices where there was reason to believe changes would take place 

during the year. 

Turning to the question of the proposed method of financing the supplementary 

estimates^ he said that hitherto WHO had been able to avoid having to resort to 

additional assessments on Members) and in the present instance the Director-General 

was pleased to report that that could again be achieved in respect of the year 1963. 

Paragraph 2.1 of the report indicated that $ 55 990 of the increase could be covered 

by the amounts that WHO would receive as reimbursement from the Special Account of 

the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. It would also be seen from 

paragraph 2*2 that the remaining amount, i.e. the difference between the supple-

mentary estimates of $ 162 000 and the amount cf $ 126 000 to come from the Special 

Account of the Expanded Programme could be covered by using funds available in casual 

income at the end of 1962. 
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In paragraph 3 of the report the Director-General had put forward for 

consideration by the Board a draft resolution to give effect to his proposals and 

suggested methods of financing. 

Mr KITTANI, alternate to Dr Shaheen, referring to the figure of $ 42 000 

mentioned in paragraph 1.3, asked what expenditures were anticipated on post 

adjustments in the regional offices. If the cost of living surveys were still in 

progress^ as was stated in that paragraph, he wondered how the results could be 

anticipated or the time when the changes might take effect be determined in advance. 

He wished to have further information on the procedure followed, on where and how 

many were the posts likely to be affected. 

M r SIEGEL said that the information Mr Kittani was seeking had not been 

furnished in the report because, whereas it was possible to anticipate in which 

regional offices new post adjustment classifications were likely to take place in 

it was undesirable to announce anything in advance because of the possible 

effect on the staff if changes were later to be found inappropriate• 

The Secretariat had also taken into account the fact that there was no session 

of the Executive Board immediately prior to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 

which would have to approve the supplementary estimates for 1963. One way of 

meeting that problem would be for the Board to follow the same procedure <as that 

adopted at its twenty-ninth session in January 1962 in respect of a few items of the 

budget requiring further study before the Fifteenth Health Assembly. Those items had 

been referred to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Board which met immediately before the 



EB51/Min/3 
page 1斗 

Assembly to consider the annual Financial Report. It would be possible to include 

in the Committee's terms of reference a request to consider the sum of $ 42 000^ 

concerning which precise information was not at present available, and to decide 

whether the estimate called for revision. . 

Mr KITTANI said that Mr Siegel
f

s reply had confirmed his misgivings about the 

imprecise character of the information given in paragraph 1.3, He would be 

satisfied if the question of the balance of $ 42 000 were referred to the Ad Hoc 

Committee and if the supplementary estimates were endorsed on the understanding that 

that particular item had only been provisionally approved. 

Mr SIEGEL said that the point made by Mr.Kittani, which in any case would be 

recorded in the minutes, could be met by inserting a footnote to the suggested draft 

resolution indicating that the sum of $ 42 000 was subject to review by the Ad Hoc 

Committee of the Board-

The CHAIRMAN pointed out
 :

that one difficulty was that the sum of $ 42 000 did 

not appear separately in the figures contained in the draft resolution. The foot-

note would have to indicate that that sum was made up of sums under Appropriation 

Sections 7 and 9-

Mr KITTANI said that the simplest way of handling the matter would be to 

recommend that supplemer^tary estimates of $ 120 000 be appropriated and to authorize 

the Ad Hoc Committee to revise that figure up to a maximum of $ 42 000 if the evidenc-e 

available when it was convened warranted such an increase- From the point of view of 

budgetary procedure that would be a preferable course and he personally was unwilling 

to vote at the present stage for a recommendation containing figures based on such 

imprecise information. 
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Mr SIEGEL said that he ought to have pointed out earlier in the discussion that 

the estimate of $ 42 000 might turn out to be too low when the relevant information 

became available at the time of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly» 

In deciding what procedure to follow, the Board might find it helpful to refer 

to the form of footnote appended to its resolution EB29.R57 (Official Records 

N o . 115, page 36). Referring to Mr Kittani's observations, he said that as a 

matter of budgetary policy there was no danger in leaving the figures in operative 

paragraph 2 of the proposed draft resolution as they stood if the Ad Hoc Committee 

were given the responsibility of reviewing the estimate of $ 42 000 and making the 
• ^ 

appropriate recommendation to the Health Assembly on the basis of the information 

that would become available at that time. 

Dr KARUNARATNE suggested that the procedural difficulty might be overcome if 

the first preambular paragraph were amended to read: 

"Having considered the supplementary estimates for 1963 submitted by the 

Director-General for a sum of $ 162 000 composed of: 

(a) •$ 120 000 as a result of the change in the post adjustment 

classification for Geneva from Clas^ 1 to 2 etc, and 

(b) a sum of $ 42 000 to meet additional expenditures anticipated 

because of changes in the post adjustment classification for some of 

the regional offices . . .
TT

 s 

A footnote should then be added relating to the figure of $ 42 000 stating that 

that sum was to be examined by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Board which was to meet 

prior to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly. 
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Dr WATT said he would like to know where he could find information on the 

procedures followed for making post adjustment classifications. Such information 

would be helpful in evaluating any changes proposed in the future, 

The CHAIRMAN said that further discussion of item 3.2 would be deferred until 

the following meeting. 

The meeting rose at 12•力 p,m> 


