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1. JOINT FAO /WHO PROGRAMME ON FOOD STANDARDS (CODEX ALIMENTARIUS): 

Item 2.10 of the Agenda (Resolution EВ33.R31; Documents А17 /Р&В /6 and 

P&B /Cor_f. Doc. No. 4) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that, when the Committee had been considering the 

subject that morning, it had not been possible to put to the vote the draft 

resolution contained in document А17 /Р&В /6 and the proposed amendment in 

P&B/Conf. Doc. No. 4, since there had not been a quorum. He would now put to 

the vote that amendment, proposed by the delegations of Austria, Belgium, 

Federal Republic of Germany, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland and the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Decision: The amendment was approved by 33 votes to 21, with 
7 abstentions. 

The CHAIRMAN then put to the vote the draft resolution (contained in 

document А17 /Р &В /6), as amended. 

Decision: The amended draft resolution was approved unanimously. 

2. DECISIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCTFS AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES (PROGRAMME 
MATTERS): Item 2.13 of the Agenda (Resolutions EБ33.R46, EB33.R4(, 
ЕВ33.R48, ЕВ)).R49 and EB33.R50; Documents А17 /Р &B /'0 and Add.l and 
P&B/Conf. Doc. No. 17 Rev.') 

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, the Deputy Director -General introduced the 

item. His comments would be limited to the subjects mentioned in document 

A'7 /Р&В /10, since the Director -General would later introduce document 

A17 /Р&В /10 Add.l, referring to co- ordination with the International Atomic Energy 

Agency. The main decisions taken by the United Nations and the specialized agencies 

affecting the work of the Organization were summarized in the document now before 

the Committee - a reproduction, in fact, of the report presented to the Executive Board. 
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Paragraph 3 dealt with the Trade Conference and paragraph 5 with the General 

Assembly resolution on the conversion to peaceful üsesоf resources released by 

disarmament. 

Paragraphs 7 -10 referred to the organizational arrangements required by the 

expanding programme of the United Nations in industrial development. It was 

interesting to note that the General Assembly had decided to establish new 

machinery, possibly an organization for industrial development, within the 

I/ structure of the United Nations, but not to set up a specialized agency. WHO 

would, of course, co- operate as closely as possible with the bodies set up by the 

United Nations to further industrial development. 

Paragraphs 11 -15 referred to the action taken by the General Assembly in 

connexion with international co- operation in the application of science and 

technology to economic and social development. It had examined the report of 

the Conference and the resolution of the Economic and Soéial Council which had set 

up an Advisory Committee consisting of members proposed by the Secretary -General 

and appointed by the Council. The functions of the Committee were to keep under 

review the progress made and to consider specific questions that might arise. 

Two of the members of the Committee were qualified in the field of medicine and 

had been members of WHO's Advisory Committee on Medical Research: medicine and 

medical biology would thus certainly be worthily represented on the Committee. 

Paragraph 16 referred to the fact that the General Assembly, having noted the 

report of the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 

Radiation, had invited the specialized agencies to continue to co- operate with the 

Committee. WHO had, of course, been co- operating for a long time, and would 

continue to do so. 
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Paragraph 19 referred to the decision of the General Assembly, after it had 

reviewed the report on the World Social Situation, to strengthen the social component 

of the programme for the Development Decade, a decision of special interest to WHO, 

in view of the close relationship between health and social problems. 

Paragraph 21 referred to the General Assembly's decision to appeal to non- 

governmental organizations to conduct a world -wide campaign against hunger, disease 

and ignorance. The specialized agencies had been invited to take part in that 

campaign, and the Executive Board's resolution EB33.R47 authorized the Director -General 

to co- operate in the action recommended by the General Assembly. 

Paragraph 28 referred to the General Assembly's designation of 1965 as Inter- 

national Co- operation Year, the purpose being to popularize and strengthen the inter- 

national co- operative activities undertaken or sponsored by the various members of the 

United Nations family, especially to draw attention to the problems involved and to 

promote a co- operative spirit. The Executive Board in resolution ЕВ33.Rk8 had 

authorized WHO's participation. 

Paragraph 35 referred to water resources, a problem of particular interest to the 

Organization. In 1962 the Economic and Social Council had requested the United 

Nations Water Resources Development Centre to submit proposals for a priority programme 

of co- ordinated action in the field of water resources during the Development Decade. 

That involved preliminary country surveys of water needs and resources, preliminary 

surveys of international river basins of interest to developing countries, and large- 

scale pre -development investigations of ground -water basins. The Assembly had 

discussed at length the vital problem of water resources, both during the technical 

discussions and during discussion on the community water supply programme. The Economic 

and Social Council had endorsed those preliminary aspects of the programme, but had asked 

for further proposals which would include such work as the conservation of world 

supplies of drinking- water. 
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Chapter II (paragraphs 41 -54) referred to UNICEF. The latest meeting of 

the UNICEF Executive Board, at which WHO had been represented, had been held 

from 13 to 24 January, and the official report of that meeting was of course not 

yet available. He was therefore not in a position to comment on the meeting, 

but hoped that the representative of UNICEF would very soon have an opportunity 

to address the Committee and give an account of the decisions taken by the 

UNICEF Executive Board at its last meeting. 

Paragraph 59 referred to evaluation of programmes. The Economic and Social 

Council had received a report from the Administrative Committee n Co- ordination, 

in which it was stated that arrangements were under way for strengthening the 

general evaluation made by TAB of Expanded Programme activities. WHO of course 

co- operated in that work. WHO, like the other specialized agencies, had its 

own machinery for programme evaluatioñ, and each specialized agency included in 

its report to the Council- a brief summary of relevant information. The Economic 

and Social Council's study would deal only with ways of evaluating the 'over -all 

impact of the work of the United Nations system. 

Part II of the document referred to co- ordination with the specialized 

agencies, brief reference being made, inter alia, to co- operation with the ILO 

and to the decisions taken by the FAO Conference. 

The Assembly usually noted the Director -General's report. The secretariat 

would of course provide any further details that might be required. The 

Committee had before it the text of a draft resolution (P &B /Conf.Doc. No. 17 Rev.1) 

that had been submitted by several delegations with particular reference to 

paragraph 5 of document А17 /Р&B /10. 
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Sir Herbert BROADLEY (United Nations Children's Fund) was happy to have an 

opportunity to address the Committee: although UNICEF was only one of the members 

of the United Nations family co- operating with WHO, the relations between WHO and 

UNIСј�!? seemed particularly close. References had already been made to co- operation 

between the two organizations during the discussion on the malaria eradication and 

community water supply programmes. The report on the last meeting of the UNICEF 

Executive Board, held in Bangkok during January, should be available very soon, in 

time for the next meeting of the WHO Executive Board. 

The main subjects discussed during the meeting at Bangkok had included aid for 

malaria eradication, the scope of UNICEF's aid (the extent to which it might include 

not only children, but other members of the community), the evaluation of programmes, 

training, relations with bilateral aid programmes and with co- operating agencies. 

The Board had been pleased to have four senior WHO officers attending its meeting. 

Allocations made by the Board totalled $ 20 859 100. The distribution of the 

sum followed the traditional pattern of UNICEF assistance, the percentages. being: 

:.°alth services 32 per cent.; disease control 26 per cent.; nutrition 21 per cent.; 

family and child welfare 2 per cent.; educational and vocational training 15 per 

cent.; other activities 1 per cent.; emergency aid 3 per cent. Health services 

and disease control were thus absorbing well over one half of UNICEF's resources. 

At the last two meetings of the UNICEF Executive Board, covering a period of twelve 

months, five -and -a -half million dollars had been allocated to malaria control, over 
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one million dollars each to tuberculosis control and trachoma control, and over 

$ 800 000 to the leprosy programme. The amount allocated to health services exceeded 

ten million dollars. UNICEF was laying increased emphasis on training, which 

accounted for 10 per cent. of allocations in 1960, and 38 per cent. in 1963. Training 

was usually provided within the beneficiary coúntry itself, but for advanced training 

the facilities in developed countries were used, and a period of further study and 

experience followed, in conditions comparable to those in the trainees' countries. 

At the end of January 1964 UNICEF was assisting 515 separate projects in more 

than 100 countries. 

Work in the field of nutrition had made steady progress. Skim milk powder 

continued to be distributed, though on a more limited scale, and further assistance 

was given to encourage the production of local supplies of safe milk and protein rich 

foods of vegetable origin suitable for children, and to promote nutrition education. 

One of the most difficult problems was that of reaching the pre -school child, 

and in that connexion it should be remembered that a large proportion of the world's 

child population did not attend school. In August 1963 special consideration had 

been given to the problem by a symposium of experts held under the auspices of the 

International Congress of Nutrition, with assistance from UNICEF and the Rockefeller 

Foundation. 

In education, one of UNICEF's newer fields of activity, aid was provided largely 

for teacher training, with special emphasis on nutrition and health education, with 

some assistance for the local production of text books and other teaching aids. That 
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development was in conformity with resolution 1919 ( XVIII) of the United Nations 

General Assembly, to which reference was made in paragraph 41 of the document now 

before the Committee. 

Despite all that UNIСEF had been able to achieve, it was estimated that its 

help was reaching only 10 per cent. of those needing it, and the percentage was 

increasing with the rapid growth of population. At the last meeting of the UNICEF 

Executive Board a number of representatives had urged that UNICEF and other inter- 

national organizations give attention to population questions. 

With the aim of ensuring that adequate provision be made for the needs of 

children and young people in the over -all plans of economic and social development 

of the developing countries, UNICEF was organizing a special seminar in April to 

discuss that question. Some twenty leading economists, planners, specialists in 

social development or in children's problems, together with representatives of other 

international agencies such as WHO, would take part. 

WHO and UNICEF continued to co- operate closely, and the next meeting of the 

Joint Committee on Health Policy, to be held next autumn, would provide a further 

opportunity for close collaboration. 

Mr SILVEIRA DA MOTA (Brazil) introduced the following draft resolution 

sponsored jointly by the delegations of Bolivia, Brazil, Guinea, India, Indonesia, 

Iraq, Madagascar, Mali, Nigeria, Peru, Romania, Senegal, Upper Volta and Yugoslavia: 
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The Seventeenth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1931 (XVIII) and Economic and 
Social Council resolution 982 (XXXVI) on conversion to peaceful uses of 
resources released by. disarmament; 

Convinced that economic development will open sound perspectives for 
the solution of the fundamental problems which beset universal conscience 
today providing all the peoples of the world with the effective possibility 
of access to adequate levels of health; and 

Aware of the fact that the solution of such problems must be envisaged 
from a global point of view which, takes into account the intimate relation- 
ship existing between. -development and international peace and security, 

1. TAKES NOTE with deep appreciation of the reductions in the military 
budgets already officially declared by the two main armed powers - the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America - and of the 
proposals put forth before the Conference of the Eighteen -Nation Committee 
on Disarmament with a view to effecting even more substantial cuts in the 
years to come; 

2. REQUESTS the United Nations to urge the Conference of the Eighteen- 
Nation Committee on Disarmament to give close and speedy consideration to 
the proposals submitted to it recommending the application of the resources 
released by way of reductions in military budgets in projects leading to 
the conversion of an economy of war into an economy of реece and in projects 
aimed at developing economically and socially all countries and all regions 
and areas markedly affected by poverty and by under -development, thus 
enabling them to attain a state of complete physical, mental and social 
well -being; and 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the 
Secretary- General cf the United Nations. 

The Constitution of the World Health Organization, in defining health as a 

state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence 

of disease or infirmity, stressed the intimate link between human well -being and 

social and economic welfare. It was with that link in mind that the co- sponsors 

had drawn up the draft resolution now before the Committee. 
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The underlying thought of the resolution was self -evident. The sponsors were 

convinced that economic development would help to solve many of the fundamental 

problems facing the world of today. Economic development was a subject of the 

highest concern to the World Health Assembly, for it most certainly helped to 

improve health. Moreover, under - development engendered social conflicts and was 

therefore apt to threaten international peace and security and international tension 

hindered the process of development by channelling into expenditures of a military 

nature resources which might otherwise be used for peaceful purposes. The resolutions 

of the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council mentioned 

in the preamble of the draft resolution stressed the advantages that disarmament 

could have for economic and social programmes. 

The diseases and infirmities affecting the large majority of the peoples of the 

world could not be treated as self - contained phenomena: the complex problems of 

world health had their roots in the problems of humanity as a whole. The draft 

resolution should not, therefore, be construed as an attempt to introduce into the 

Assembly subjects foreign to the scope and aims of the World Health Organization. 

The conversion to peaceful uses of resources released by disarmament could not fail 

to contribute towards the achievement of the goals set in the Constitution. To 

express the desire that that conversion take place as soon as possible was a simple 

but forceful act of faith. 

The Conference of the Eighteen- Nation Committee on Disarmament had been set 

up within the framework of the United Nations with the mandate to arrive at an 

agreement and achieve complete disarmament. The sponsors of the resolution wished 

the Conference to know that the Assembly attached the highest importance to its 

arduous task. 
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that the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist 

already announced cuts in their military expenditure was deeply 

The progressive reduction of military budgets would certainly lead to 

a corresponding reduction of international tension, and further economic and social 

development. 

The draft resolution now before the Committee urged the Conference of the 

Eighteen- Nation Committee on Disarmament to give close and speedy consideration to 

proposals recommending the application of the resources released by way of reductions 

in military expenses in projects leading to the conversion of an economy of war into 

an economy of peace and in programmes aimed at developing socially and economically 

all regions and areas affected by under -development. The sponsors of the draft 

resolution wanted the Conference to hear the voice of the World Health Assembly, a 

voice in favour of the desire for security and progress, for development and health, 

a desire common to all peoples of the world. 

Dr QUIROS SALINAS (Peru) stressed the need for planning and do- ordination both 

at the national and international level for the purposes of economic and social 

development. He fully supported the draft resolution now before the Committee. 

The countries of Latin America had been fortunate: they had been conquered by Spain, 

which, although seeking material wealth, had provided universities, giving the people 

both education and culture. Latin America was the home of various races and cultures, 

and perhaps that explained its slow development, but its peoples fully understood 

what the ideals of the human race should be, and condemned the desire to dominate. 

It was vital that the whole world should realize that, and WHO must deal with the 

problem, even if political implications were involved. The United Nations should 

prepare a world -wide development plan, by which the great powers might help other 

countries to reach their own stage of development. 
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He was disturbed by the tendency of UNICEF to reduce gradually its assistance 

to health programmes. It was essential that UNICEF continue to give highest 

priority to public health programmes, for it was not possible to consider the child 

in isolation, but only as part of the family and community. 

Dr AWOLIYI (Nigeria) thanked the Director -General for the excellent report now 

before the Committee. Delegates were well aware of the financial responsibilities 

of WHO for the promotion of health projects in various developing and under -developed 

countries. The draft resolution urged that more funds be diverted from military 

purposes to programmes for economic and social development and the improvement of 

health, and he fully supported the resolution. 

Mr BAUER (Canada) was very interested in the terms of the draft resolution: 

Canada had participated in various committees on disarmament, and was a member of 

the Eighteen- Nation Committee on Disarmament. However, despite the references to 

the attainment of adequate levels of health, it was essentially a political resolution 

dealing with a political subject. That subject, as indicated in the first preambular 

paragraph, was in fact being constantly dealt with by the United Nations General 

Assembly and by the Economic and Social Council. Moreover, it was an extremely 

'complex and delicate subject, and the World Health Assembly was not equipped to 

discuss it in all its complexity: there was the danger that a resolution might neglect 

certain aspects of the complicated question. The first and second operative 

paragraphs made judgements on certain proposals that had been put before the 

Eighteen- Nation Committee: the first operative paragraph noted the proposals with 

deep appreciation, and the second operative paragraph requested the United Nations 

to urge the Eighteen- Nation Committee to give close and speedy consideration to the 
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proposals. The proposals had been put forward in the Committee by one or two 

nations represented on it, and were in the process of being evaluated by other members 

of the Committee. In other words, they were national proposals, and not proposals 

of the Committee itself. Could an international agency such as WHO lend its support 

to proposals which had been put forward in another autonomous body by national 

delegations, and which had not yet been discussed in detail by that body? Surely 

the image of WHO would be damaged by such a resolution, which could be interpreted as 

meddling in a field outside the Organization's terms of reference, a field that had 

been given by the United Nations General Assembly to another body dealing exclusively 

with that subject. The Assembly would be well advised not to adopt the draft 

resolution under consideration. 

Dr HAQUE (Pakistan) said that he would like to hear the views of other 

delegations before taking a position on the draft resolution before the Committee. 

In the meantime he wished to express his Government's gratitude to UNICEF for all 

its assistance in health projects being carried out with the technical guidance of 

WHO. 

Sir George GODBER (United Kingdom) thought that all members of the Committee, as 

persons concerned primarily with health matters, would like to see some of the money 

spent for other purposes diverted to health projects, and would therefore feel much 

sympathy with and respect for the motives of those delegations which had submitted 

the draft resolution. All shared the hope that if the burden of expenditure on 

armaments could be lightened more resources could be released for the purposes dear 

to their hearts, However, as the delegate of Canada had pointed out, the draft 



A l7Р&В/Мијi/l5 
page 14 

resolution entered an essëntially political field outside WHO's competence. It was 

concerned with èompleк and difficult problems that were being dealt with daily in 

Geneva by persons who unlike the Health Assembly delegates - were experienced in 

them. Operative paragraph 1`did indeed,ras the delegate of Canada had said, select 

for commendation certain aspects of' the propasals.;now before the Committee on 

Disarmament, as if it were WHO's right to do so. If the Committee on Disarmament 

were to express its views on proposals submitted to the. Health Assembly regarding the 

best'way to eradicate malaria, the Аѕѕmblу might well resent such interference and 

feel that the cobbler should stick to his last. The sponsors of the draft resolution 

should, he thought, consider very seriously whether its adoption would be strictly in 

order; the Chairman might even wish to rule on the matter. 

Dr WATT (United'States of America) said that he had reached the same conclusions 

as the Canadian and United Kingdom delegations regarding the draft resolution, though 

by a different route. The first paragraph of the preamble referred to resolutions 

of the United Nations General Assembly and Economic and Social Council which were 

summarized in section 5 of the report submitted by the Director- General (document 

ЕВ)5/42, appended to document А17 /Р&В /lС) and which called for two types of action: 

studies of the problems that would be involved in the process of converting resources 

released by disarmament to peaceful uses; and the formulation of national or regional 

development plans to use the freed resources. In his view that amounted to a request 

to the Health Assembly to consider and reflect upon a course of action, and it was 

clear that at the present session there had not been the time, or the agenda item, 
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or the documentation for such consideration, although he had no doubt .. that eventually 

the matter would be attended to in the serious and responsible way befitting the 

Organization. 

On reading the subsequent paragraphs of the draft resolution., he had difficulty 

in seeing their relevance to the request from the General Assembly and the Economic 

and Social Council. Indeed, far from envisaging any action to meet the request, 

the draft resolution responded to it by instructing the Director -General to inform 

. the Secretary - General of the United Nations of certain attitudes taken by the Health 

Assembly. Such action, he submitted, did not constitute living up to the respon- 

sibilities of the Organization. 

Considering the specific terms of the draft resolution, he said he failed to 

understand what were the convictions enunciated in the second and third paragraphs 

of the preamble - perhaps it was only the English version that was not clear. 

Turning to operative paragraph 1, he noted that neither of the items referred to 

there had been submitted to the Health Assembly or any of its committees, and that 

no delegate had any knowledge - apart from what was gleaned by reasonably well- 

informed members of the general public from newspapers - which would permit taking 

note of them, with or without appreciation. In paragraph 2, the draft resolution 

requested the United Nations to do certain things, which, as he had pointed out, 

was turning the matter the wrong way round, since the request that should be 

considered was the one made by the United Nations to WHO. 
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So, after full consideration and after hearing with great respect the sentiments 

expressed, he was unable to feel that by adopting the draft resolution delegates would 

be carrying out their responsibility as Members of WHO, nor their duty as medical men 

to insist on a full case -history and a thorough examination before writing out a 

prescription or sending the patient away. 

Dr LISICYN(Union of Soviet Sócialist_RepuЫics) considered that the draft 

resolution before the Committee was very timely and concerned a matter of great 

relevance to the activities of WHO. Its purpose,, as far as he had understood it, 

was not to enter the field of politics or of the complex relationships between WHO 

and the other United Nations agencies, but to state the attitude of the Health 

Assembly with regard to a matter that was of paramount concern to all mankind and had 

important implications for the health of all.peoples. 

At its fifteenth session, the World Health Assembly had been, called on to 

consider another draft resolution concerned with what might appear at first to be 

a political question: the role of the physician in the preservation and promotion of 

peace. As delegates were aware, that resolution had in the end been adopted 

unanimously, and he hoped that the present discussion would lead to a similar happy 

issue. 

The two United Nations resolutions referred to in the first paragraph of the 

preamble to the draft resolution had been adopted at the end of 1965 and their 

purpose was to contribute to a positive solution of the problem of reconversion to 

peaceful uses of resources freed by the reduction of military budgets. It was 

gratifying to note that nowadays the world was well aware of the important social 
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and economic implications of disarmament, and the United Nations, whose decisions 

of course constituted directives for WHO and the other specialized agencies, was 

to be congratulated on having stated those. implications clearly. 

Already at its seventeenth session the General Assembly of the United Nations 

had approved, on the initiative of the USSR and the United States of America, a 

declaration to, the..effee.t that world -wide disarmament, would not only have no adverse 

. effects on national economies but would make an important contribution to general 

well- being; that the problems of the transitional period could all be solved by 

national and international action and that reconversion to peaceful purposes, 

including health projects, would contribute to improving economic and social 

conditions everywhere. The delegation of his country had taken the floor at that 

same session of the General Assembly and had pointed out the boundless prospects 

that general and complete disarmament would open up for the acceleration of economic an 

and social development, including the raising of levels of health. 

The implementation of the decisions he had referred to, and of others, would 

10 permit wii to contribute towards the realization of the objective of general and 

complete disarmament by focusing attention on the benefits that would result for 

world health. Several of the regional economic commissions of the United Nations, 

as well as a number óf specialized agencies, had already stated their readiness to 

co- operate in their respective fields. In that connexion, he noted that the 

Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 982 ( XXXVI), had recommended that 

the specialized agencies, including WHO, should do all they could in their 

respective fields to advance any studies which the competent organs of the United 
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Nations and the Secretary -General requested them to undertake in the field of 

economic and social aspects of disarmament, including ways in which they might 

contribute to international action for dealing with the economic and social problems 

involved in the reconversion process. 

His delegation therefore supported the draft resolution before the Committee, 

but wished to propose the following amendments to operative paragraph 2: to replace 

the words "reductions in military budgets" by "disarmament "; and after the words, 

"all regions and areas ", to insert the word "especially ". 

Dr GAYE (Senegal), after thanking UNICEF for its substantial assistance to 

leprosy, malaria, and maternal and child health programmes in his country, observed 

that a fact which all knew, but some seemed anxious to forget, was that WHO was a 

United Nations agency responsible for doing all in its power to raise levels of 

health throughout the world. The Organization could not therefore conceivably be 

criticized for interfering in the concerns of other organizations if it advocated 

that funds released by disarmament should be used for humanitarian purposes. If 

money set aside for genocide was freed for other purposes, it was fully within the 

responsibilities of the Organization to suggest how it should be employed for the 

benefit of mankind. Not to do so would be failing in its mission. He was sure the 

United Nations was eager to know the opinion of WHO and the other specialized agencies 

on the matter: The problems were so involved and fields of competence overlapped 

to such an extent that it would be unwise to attempt a rigid demarcation. 
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Dr REFSHAUGE (Australia) said he was sure all members of the Committee fervently 

hoped that a general agreement on disarmament would be reached as soon as possible. 

However, as had been pointed out, the draft resolution under consideration dealt 

with matters which were outside the competence of WHO and which were receiving 

attention from the appropriate body. If, therefore, the draft resolution was put 

to the Committee in its present form, he would have to vote against it. 

Dr ANDRIAМASY (Madagascar), speaking as one of the co- sponsors of the draft 

resolution, said that the arguments for its rejection - that it concerned a political 

matter, or was not the business of WHO, or was being dealt with by the competent 

body - had not convinced him. In the modern world few problems were simple: most 

had economic, and therefore political, implications. But informed and educated 

people with a reasonable amount of commonsense and, above all, of goodwill, could 

consider a wide range of matters. To those who said that the subject of the draft 

resolution was not WHO's business, he would reply that it was very much the 

Organization's business in so far as it confined itself to the health implications. 

He reiterated the appeal his delegation had made to the Organization in plenary 

session of the Health Assembly to work steadfastly for its objective of raising the 

health standards of all peoples, which was a necessary pre -condition for peace and 

security 

Dr KALAYDJIEV (Bulgaria) said that everyone would agree that the successful 

prosecution of WHO's work depended on the preservation of peace and the availability 

of increased resources. Were the members of the Committee, as medical men, to 

refrain from expressing their opinion on a matter so important to the future of WHO 
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for fear of being accused of meddling in politics? There was no question of giving 

advice to more competent bodies on such matters as how disarmament should be 

organized, which types of weapon should be destroyed first and within what time 

limits. But all members of the Committee must surely agree that if an interna- 

tional agreement was reached on disarmament the Organization would have vastly 

greater resources put at its disposal for the realization of its objectives. His 

delegation supported the draft resolution before the Committee, with the amendments 

proposed by the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Dr KENNEDY (New Zealand) said he had asked for the floor to refer to the 

question of narcotics control, which was dealt with in section 38 of the report 

submitted by the Director- General (document ЕВзз /42, appended to document А17 /Р&B /10), 

and in particular to the current status of the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic 

Drugs, which as the Committee was aware was the result of ten years' work by the 

United Nations Narcotics Commission and was designed to replace the maze of current 

international instruments controlling the production, distribution, use and abuse 

of drugs. So far sixty -one Member States of WHO had signed the Convention, but 

only twenty -eight had ratified it out of the forty which must do so to bring it into 

effect. 

His Government, which had signed the Convention in 1961 and ratified it a year 

ago, was concerned and disappointed at the long delay. The Convention both 

consolidated and extended existing instruments for the control of narcotics and 

incidentally would effect a modest reduction in the number of international 
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authorities involved. The matter was of significant medical concern. He presented 

no draft resolution, as it was clear that if the signatory countries took the 

necessary steps for ratification there would be no problem. 

Dr PEREZ MAZA (Cuba) said that his delegation supported the draft resolution 

before the Committee, firstly because it considered that all health workers should 

also be workers for peace, secondly because the proposal was in harmony with the 

basic principles of WHO, and particularly with the definition of health in the 

Constitution, and thirdly because its adoption would contribute towards securing 

increased resources for achieving the Organization's objectives. 

Dr SUBANDRIO (Indonesia), speaking as one of the co- sponsors of the draft 

resolution, said that its aim was simply to inform the mother organization of the 

United Nations family of WHO's anxiety that the Eighteen- Nation Committee on 

Disarmament should speedily reach a decision that would permit enormous resources 

to be released for the economic and social development of the countries suffering 

from poverty and misery. What body could make better use of those resources than 

the World Health Organization, whose aim was the highest possible level of health 

for all peoples? If that was how the Health Assembly felt, why should it not say 

so? In what way would it be embarrassing the mother organization by stating its 

views? On the contrary, she considered that it would be an example of co- operation 

between WHO and the United Nations. 

Dr VARLET (Ivory Coast) expressed his Government's appreciation for the 

assistance given by UNICEF in the implementation of its health programmes. 
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With regard to the draft resolution submitted by the fourteen delegations, his 

delegation could not agree with those that had expressed the view that the matters 

it referred to were outside the competence of WHO. Human problems should be dealt 

with in their over -all framework, and he wholeheartedly supported the draft 

resolution. 

Mr BRADY (Ireland) supported the views expressed by the delegates of the United 

Kingdom and Canada: as the delegate of the United Kingdom had said, WHO should 

stick to its last. The United Nations family of specialized agencies was based on 

division of labour, and it might reasonably be regarded by the appropriate United 

Nations bodies as impertinent if WHO gave superfluous advice on the matter under 

discussion. The draft resolution was unlikely to achieve any practical object. 

The United Nations and its other specialized agencies were undoubtedly just as well 

aware as WHO of the benefits that would accrue from a diversion of resources from 

armaments to social purposes. 

The delegate of Indonesia had said that it would be appropriate for WHO to 

inform the mother agency of its feelings. The matter was, however, one expressly 

for the mother agency, and one in which it could be said that mother knew best. 

Delegates were well aware of the energy and devotion of the Director -General 

and his staff in meeting the demands of developing and other countries for improved 

health services. The two main committees had emphasized the great desirability of 

improved co- ordination between WHO and the United Nations and its other specialized 

agencies. He was confident that, as soon as there was a real prospect of funds 

becoming available by diversion from armaments, the Director- General would be aware 

of it and would submit appropriate proposals at the right time to the Board and the 

Health Assembly. 
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Dr DOUBEK (Czechoslovakia) said that the matter was an important one, not only 

for the Organization but for the world. Czechoslovakia had always followed a 

policy of peaceful coexistence among States with a view to relieving international 

tension, and was striving to attain the goal of general and complete disarmament, 

which would enable a complete development of civilization and the liberation of 

tremendous material resources for the benefit of all peoples. 

His delegation supported the draft resolution, subject to the proposed 

amendment by the delegate of the Soviet Union. 

Dr WATT (United Sates of America) introduced the following text that had been 

circulated as a draft resolution submitted by the delegations of Canada, Nepal, 

New Zealand and the United States of America 

The Seventeenth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1931 (XVIII) and Economic 
and Social Council resolution 982 (XXXVI) on conversion to peaceful 
uses of resources released by disarmament, 

1. REQUESTS the Director- General to consider the studies recommended 
in these resolutions and to report to the Executive Board his 
recommendation for any action he may deem it suitable for WHO to 
undertake; and 

2. REQUESTS the Director- General to transmit this resolution to the 
Secretary -General of the United Nations. 

The sponsoring delegations had intended it as an amendment to the draft resolution 

submitted by the fourteen delegations. He wished to state also that Ethiopia had 

joined the other sponsoring delegations in submitting it. 

The amendment was designed to meet the opinions expressed by many delegations 

during the debate. The idea that resources should be devoted in greater measure to 

health matters was exactly what the United Nations and its Economic and Social 



А17 /P&B/мin /15 
page 24 

Council had had in mind when they had adopted General Assembly resolution 1931 ( XVIII) 

and Economic and Social Council resolution 982 ( XXXVI). The sponsors of the 

amendment had considered that, instead of merely indicating that it had nc^ted the 

situation, the Health Assembly could demonstrate its interest and desires more 

effectively if it proposed that studies should be begun forthwith. They therefore 

submitted the amendment as.a means of beginning constructive action. 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR- GENERAL confirmed that the draft introduced by Dr Watt 

had been intended as an amendment to the draft resolution submitted by the fourteen 

delegations. It had appeared in error as a new draft resolution. 

Mr SILVEIRA DA MOTH (Brazil) said that the draft introduced by the delegations 

of Canada, Ethiopia, Nepal, New Zealand and the United States of America could more 

properly be regarded as a new proposal than as an amendment. 

If, however, it were to be considered as an amendment, a precise indication 

should be given of what paragraphs and phrases it was intended to amend. 

Dr WATT (United States of America) said that the intention of the amendment was 

to retain the first paragraph, but delete the second and third paragraphs, of the 

preamble to the draft resolution submitted by the fourteen delegations; to delete 

operative paragraphs 1 and 2 and substitute operative paragraph 1 of the amendment; 

and to retain operative paragraph 3 renumbered as operative paragraph 2. 

Mr SILVEIRA DA MITA (Brazil) thanked the delegate of the United States of America 

fcr his explanation and expressed the hope that the amendment in its correct form 

would be circulated in writing. 
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3. DRAFT SIXTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME AND BUDGET 
(Document A17 /Р&В /22) 

Dr MOLITOR (Luxembourg), Rapporteur, read out the draft sixth report of the 

Committee. 

Decisions The report was adopted unanimously. 

4. DECISIONS OF THE: UNITED NATIONS, THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO's ACTIVITIES 
(Resolutions EB3). R46, EВ33 . R47, EB35 

. 
R48, EB33. R49 and ЕВЗ З . R5O; 

Document н17 /Р&В /10 and Add.l) (resumed) 

Professor KACPRZAK (Poland) supported the adoption of operative paragraph 3 of 

the draft resolution submitted by the fourteen delegations, together with operative 

paragraphs 1 and 2 as amended by the delegations of Canada, Ethiopia, Nepal, 

New Zealand and the United States of America. 

Mr BAUER (Canada) asked the delegate of Brazil whether he could state (1) what 

stage of discussion had been reached in the Eighteen -Nation Committee on Disarmament 

with regard to the proposals mentioned in the draft resolution; and (2) which 

Member States of the Eighteen- Nation Committee had put forward those proposals. 

Mr SILVEIRA DA MITA (Brazil) said that his delegation had listened with some 

dismay to the objections of delegates who had opposed the draft resolution. It had 

hoped that the Committee would support a proposal whose aims were so clearly 

desirable. 
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In reply to the delegate of Canada, he said that he himself was not, of course, 

a member of the Committee on Disarmament, but he had been following its work with 

the average curiosity of one belonging to an official service of a State. His own 

country had proposed to the Disarmament Committee the conversion of a war economy 

ints a peace economy and the application of resources to development. But that 

could hardly be called a national proposal. Brazil was not the only under- developed • 
country, or the only country in the world with people who suffered from ill health 

and were prevented by lack of means from receiving treatment. The proposal had been 

raised in the interest of all mankind. The reduction of military budgets would 

enable more resources to be applied for the good of the highly developed, as well as 

the under- developed countries. 

The question of knowing what stage had been reached in the discussions of the 

Committee on Disarmament was irrelevant: what was needed was that that Committee 

should be informed that the World Health Assembly would like it to consider proposals 

that would lead to the release of resources for the benefit of under- developed 

o ountries . 

The objection had been repeatedly put forward that the matter was a political 

one: that was not true in the sense that it fell outside the competence of WHO. 

All Members subscribed to the Constitution, the preamble to which stated that the 

principles contained in it were basic to the happiness, harmonious relations and 

security of all peoples. It would surely not be suggested that the word "security" 

should be deleted to make the Consitution non -political. 
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Dr VARLET (Ivory Coast) proposed that the meeting be adjourned to enable 

thorough study to be given to ways and means of reconciling the views that had 

been expressed. 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 6 p.m. 


