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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT 
WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Report by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

11. At its thirty-third session, the Executive Board, in resolution EB33-R9 
established an Ad Hoc Committee consisting of Professor E. Aujaleu, Dr B. D, B. Layton 
and Dr H. B. Turbott, to meet on 2 March 1964. The Committee, in accordance with

arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article'7 
of the Constitution at that time and to submit to the Seventeenth World Health Assembly

2. The Committee met.on 2 March in the Palais des. Nations. Dr H, B. Turbott was 
elected Chairman. . . tii

3. The Committee noted that, following the adoption of resolution EB33-R17 by the 
Board, the Director-General had communicated this resolution to the Members concerned, 
informing them of the Board's action, urging payment of their outstanding arrears by
2 March or, if this was not possible, inviting them to forward any information they

wmight wish to have brought to the attention of the Ad Hoc Committee.

4. The Committee was informed that, at the time of its meeting, Haiti and Uruguay 
were in arrears to the extent that might invoke Article 7 of the fonstitution. The 
Committee noted that, although the Director-General had invited them to do so, no 
explanation or information giving the reason for non-payment had been received from 
either ©f these two Members.

5. The Committee noted that a number of resolutions had been adopted by the Assembly
and the Executive Board in the past, urging Members in arrears to take the■sttîps -..-
necessary for the payment of those arrears and inviting the Director-General" to bring 
this matter to the attention of the Members concerned.

resolution EB33.R17,1 was to 'fconsider the difficulties of those Members remaining in

on behalf of the Board such recommendations as it deems desirable"
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6. In its resolution WHAl6.20,^ the Sixteenth World Health Assembly had given 
careful consideration to the possibility of invoking the provisions of Article 7 
of the Constitution with respect to the Members in arrears at that time. The
Assembly did not suspend., the voting rights of any Members at the Sixteenth--World..
Health Assembly, but requested the Executive Board "at its sessions when the agenda 
of the World Health Assembly is prepared, to make specific.recommendations, with the 
reasons therefor, to the Health Assembly with regard to any Members in arrears in the 
payment of contributions to the Organization to an extent which would invoke the 
provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution"• At its thirty-third session, the 
Executive Board, recognizing the possibility that some.Members might make payment 
before the opening of the Seventeenth World Health Assembly, ..decided to refer this, 
matter to its Ad Hoc Committee.

7. While there has been additional time in which to liquidate their-arrears, two 
Members - Haiti and Uruguay - have made no payment nor have they submitted any 
communication explaining their difficulties in making payment. In these circumstances, 
the Committee, on behalf of the Executive Board, recommends that, if payments are not 
received or satisfactory reasons fir non-payment give.n to the Health Assembly by 
Wednesday, 11 March 1964, the Assembly adopt the following resolution:

The Seventeenth World Health Assembly,,

Having considered the rep«rt of the Executive-Board and its Ad Hoc Committee
on Members in arrears for the payment of their contributions to an extent which

2may invoke the provisions *f Article 7 of the Constitution;

Noting that Haiti and Uruguay are in arrears to the extent that it is 
necessary for the Assembly to consider, in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 7 of tfte Constitution and the provisions of paragraph 2 of resolution 
WHA8.13, whether or not their right-to vote should be suspended at the Seventeenth 
World Health Assembly;

Recalling the provisions of resolution WHA16.20; and
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Believing that the Members concerned have had sufficient time in which 
to liquidate their arrears,

DECIDES to suspend the voting rights of Haiti and Uruguay at the 
Seventeenth World Health Assembly.

8. The Ad Hoc Committee has requested the Director-General to communicate this 
recommendation to the two Members concerned. The Ad Hoc Committee expresses the 
hope that the two Members concerned will find it possible either to provide 
acceptable explanations of the circumstances which have temporarily prevented them 
from paying their contributions, or to meet their obligations, thus making it 
unnecessary for the above resolution to be considered.
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT 
WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Report by the Director-General

The Director-General received on 5 March 1964 the following communication 
from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Haiti:

"REFERENCE YOUR CABLE CONCERNING SUSPENSION RIGHT OF VOTE HAITI AT 
SEVENTEENTH WORLD ASSEMBLY IN CONSEQUENCE FAILURE PAY ARREARS CONTRI
BUTIONS HAVE HONOUR REQUEST POSTPONEMENT AS SPECIAL CASE. HAITI 
RECENTLY AFFECTED BY VIOLENT CYCLONE FLORA INVOLVING DAMAGE TWO-FIFTHS 
COUNTRY AND DISASTROUS EFFECTS UNDERDEVELOPED ECONOMY. HAITIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE WOULD BE SURPRISED BY THIS DECISION WHO WHICH 
CO-OPERATED WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN RELIEF MEASURES DEVASTATED 
AREA. EXPRESS MY SATISFACTION IN ANTICIPATION COMMITTEE WILL TAKE 
ACCOUNT EXPLANATION AND RENEW ASSURANCE SPEEDY PAYMENTS TO
ORGANIZATION. HIGH CONSIDERATION MINISTER FOREIGN AFFAIRS, RENE CHALMERS."
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN PAYMENT OF THEIR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY 
INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION

Report by the Director-General

The Director-General received on 9 March 1964 the. following communication from 
the Permanent Delegation of Uruguay to the European Office of the United'Nations 
and international organisations : .

I have the honour to inform you, with the request that you transmit 
this information to the Ad Hoc Committee of the WHO Executive' Board, that 
I have urged my Government to effect prompt payment of the arrears of 
contributions which my country owes to the World Health Organization and that 
I expect to receive a reply shortly,

I would ask you to be so good as to inform the Committee that I have 
every hope of the settlement desired by everyone and request it to take into 
account that my country has always co-operated most enthusiastically in the 
great work that the World Health Organization is carrying on under- your 
skilful and worthy direction; both the Government and the people of Uruguay 
justly appreciate your work for the benefit of mankind in all parts of the 
world.

Although for unfortunate economic reasons beyond its control Uruguay 
has fallen behind in the payment of its contributions, it is nevertheless 
determined to honour its commitments to WHO and to all other international 
organizations, as it has always done in the past„

I therefore take the liberty of asking you that, in informing the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the action I have taken, you will assure it of my conviction 
that I shall shortly receive instructions from my Government and be able to 
announce its decision, perhaps this week, so that the Assembly need not divert 
its attention from the highly important technical work of which it needs to 
devote all its time at the present seventeenth session.

"Sir,
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I should like the Committee to note that the arrears in question are 
due solely to difficulties in obtaining hard currency and in no way to 
lack of goodwill on the part of my Government, whose only desire is to 
bring its contributions up-to-date in order not to obstruct the great 
humanitarian work being carried on by WHO throughout the world.

In view of the foregoing I would ask you - and through you the members 
of the Ad Hoc Committee - to be so good as to grant a delay in this 
unfortunate matter until I receive the expected instructions, in case they 
do not reach me until after next Wednesday, 11 March, the final date for 
dealing with the question; the Committee should also make allowances for 
the fact that the Executive of my country, which consists of nine National 
Councillors, has to take its decisions by majority vote and that last week 
there was a change of President of the Council, which is renewed every 
year, so that there may be changes in the membership of the Cabinet. All 
this has undoubtedly contributed to the delay in my replying to the request 
for prompt payment of our arrears of contributions.

I take this opportunity of renewing the assurances of my highest 
consideration, which I also extend to the Chairman and members of the 
Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board of the World Health Organization.

ANTONIO DI PASCA 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Uruguay 
Permanent delegate of the United Nations"


