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MEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA

"The Sixteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General'*' on meetings of the 
Regional Committee for Africa and the request of the Regional Committee for 
Africa to the World Health Assembly;

Considering that the World Health Organization is by its nature a 
technical organization whose objective is the attainment by all peoples of the 
highest possible level of health;

Considering that a technical organization such as WHO should not be 
called upon to judge or to determine questions of a political character, the 
settlement of which will not be obtained by a decision of the World Health 
Assembly;

Considering that there exist other political or judicial bodies having 
such competence and which are better qualified to deal with such differences;

Considering that it is highly desirable that the task conferred upon the 
World Health Organization may be accomplished fully and without obstacles;

Considering that the World Health Organization is neither able nor wishes 
to interfere in the differences existing between Member States of the African 
Region of the Organization;

Considering the humanitarian principles and the objective enunciated in 
the Constitution of the World Health Organization and especially with reference 
to the control of communicable diseases, which do not recognize national 
boundaries;
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Considering that the resolution of the Regional Committee for Africa calls 
attention to the necessity of safeguarding the health rights of all African 
populations concerned;

Considering the necessity to avoid any action that may hamper the proper 
functioning of the Regional Organization for Africa; and

Noting that the Director of the African Regional Office, after consultation 
with the Director-General, has notified the Member States in the Region that the 
thirteenth session of the Regional Committee for Africa will be held in 
September/October 19бЗ at the African Regional Office because of the circumstances 
which have not made it possible to convene it at the place previously selected by 
the Regional Committee at its eleventh session,

1. APPROVES the actions taken by the Regional Director and by the Director- 
General to ensure the functioning of the African Regional Organization and the 
fulfilment of the constitutional functions of the African Regional Committee for 
the protection of the health rights of all populations in the Region;

2. EXPRESSES the hope that Members of the Region will do whatever is possible
to further the effective functioning of the African Regional Organization, promote 
the humanitarian goals of the World Health Organization, and protect the health 
rights of the African populations


