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MEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA

Report of the Working Party

The working party set up by the Committee on Administration, Finance and 
Legal Matters to study agenda item 3.14: Meetings of the Regional Committee for 
Africa, composed of the delegations of Canada, India, Liberia, Philippines,
Senegal, South Africa, Sudan and Turkey met on 18 May. Sir Arcot Mudaliar (India) 
was elected Chairman.

After a thorough discussion of the item that it was set up to study, a majority 
of the working party agreed to transmit the draft resolution below to the 
Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters.

The delegate of South Africa declared his reasons for objecting to the draft 
resolution and reserved the position of his delegation. The delegate of Turkey 
stated that he was not able to approve the second operative paragraph of the 
draft resolution because he considered that this paragraph was purely political in 
nature, this being not in accord with the position taken by his delegation in 
previous Assemblies.

"The Sixteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General1 on meetings of the 
Regional Committee for Africa and the request of the Regional Committee for 
Africa to the World Health Assembly;

Noting that the Government of the Republic of South Africa, in spite of a 
number of resolutions adopted over several years and in particular resolution 
1761 (XVII) of 6 November 1962 by the General Assemblies of the United Nations 
on the policies of apartheid of the Government of the Republic of South Africa, 
has not complied with those resolutions;
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Taking into account the humanitarian principles and the objective 
enunciated in the Constitution of the World Health Organization and especially 
with reference to the control of communicable diseases, which do not recognize 
national boundaries;

Taking into account, in addition, that the resolution of the Regional 
Committee for Africa calls attention to the necessity of safeguarding the 
health rights of all African populations concerned;

Considering that the conditions imposed upon the non-white populations 
of South Africa seriously prejudice their physical, mental and social health, 
and are contrary to the principles of the Organization;

Considering the necessity to avoid any action that may hamper the proper 
functioning of the Regional Organization for Africa, and

Noting that the Director of the African Regional Office, after consultation 
with the Director-General, has notified the Member States in the Region that 
the thirteenth session of the Regional Committee for Africa will be held in 
September/October 1963 at the African Regional Office because of the circum
stances which have not made it possible to convene it at the place previously 
selected by the Regional Committee at its eleventh session,

1. APPROVES the actions taken by the Regional Director and by the Director- 
General to ensure the functioning of the African Regional Organization and
the fulfilment of the constitutional functions of the African Regional Committee 
for the protection of the health rights of all populations of the Region;

2. URGES all Members to give serious consideration to the implementation of 
the proposals of General Assembly resolution 17б1 (XVII) of 6 November 19Ô2, 
in order to impel the Government of the Republic of South Africa to abandon 
its racial policy of apartheid;

3. UNDERTAKES, within the provisions of the Constitution of the World Health 
Organization, to support all measures that may be taken to contribute towards 
the solution of the problem of apartheid;
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4. INVITES the Government of the Republic of South Africa to take appropriate 
measures so that all the populations of South Africa shall benefit by the 
public health services of that country;

5. EXPRESSES the hope that Members of the Region will do .whatever is possible 
to further the effective functioning- of the African Regional Organization, 
promote the humanitarian goals of the World Health Organization, and protect 
the health rights of the South African population;

6 . REQUESTS the Director-General to transmit this resolution to the Secretary 
General of the United Nations with the request that it be made available to 
the Special Committee appointed under the terms of General Assembly resolution 
I76I (XVII) of 6 November 19Ô2;

7. REQUESTS further that the Director-General report to each session of the 
World Health Assembly on this matter until such time as it is resolved to the 
satisfaction of the Regional Committee for Africa and the World Health Assembly

The Working Party also decided to include as an annex to its report the text of 
resolution I76I (XVII) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, in order that 
this text be readily available to all delegations.



A16/AFL/26
page 4

ANNEX

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

(on the report of the Special Political Committee (A/5276))

1761 (XVII). The policies of apartheid of the Government 
of the Republic of South Africa

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the question of race conflict in South 
Africa resulting from the policies of apartheid of the Government of the Republic 
of South Africa,

Further recalling its resolutions 44 (I) of 8 December 1946, 395 (V) of 
2 December 1950, 615 (VII) of 5 December 1952, 1179 (XII) of 26 November 1957,
1302 (XIII) of 10 December 1958, 1460 (XIV) of 10 December 1959, 1597 (XV) of 
13 April I96I and I662 (XVI) of 28 November I96I, on the question of the treatment 
of peoples of Indian and Indo-Pakistan origin,

1 2Noting the reports of the Governments of India and Pakistan on that subject,

Recalling that the Security Council in its resolution of 1 April i960 
recognized that the situation in South Africa was one that had led to international 
friction and, if continued, might endanger international peace and security,

Recalling further that the Security Council in its aforesaid resolution 
called upon the Government of South Africa to initiate measures aimed at bringing 
about racial harmony based on equality in order to ensure that the present situation 
does not continue or recur and to abandon its policies of apartheid and racial 
discrimination,

1 A/5166

2 A/5173
Official Records of the Security Council, Fifteenth Year, Supplement for 

April, May, June i960, document s/4300
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Regretting that the actions of some Member States indirectly provide 
encouragement to the Government of South Africa to perpetuate its policy of 
racial segregation, which has been rejected by the majority of that country’s 
population,

1. Deplores the failure of the Government of the Republic of South Africa 
to comply with the repeated requests and demands of the General Assembly and of 
the Security Council and its flouting of world public opinion by refusing to 
abandon its racial policies;

2. Strongly deprecates the continued and total disregard by the Government 
of South Africa of its obligations under the Charter of the United Nations and, 
furthermore, its determined aggravation of racial issues by enforcing measures of 
increasing ruthlessness involving violence and bloodshed;

3. Reaffirms that the continuance of those policies seriously endangers 
international peace and security;

4. Requests Member States to take the following measures, separately or 
collectively, in conformity with the Charter, to bring about the abandonment of 
those policies:

(a) Breaking off diplomatic relations with the Government of the Republic 
of South Africa or refraining from establishing such relations;

(b) Closing their ports to all vessels flying the South African flag;

(c) Enacting legislation prohibiting their ships from entering South African 
ports;

(d) Boycotting all South African goods and refraining from exporting goods, 
including all arms and ammunition, to South Africa;

(e) Refusing landing and passage facilities to all aircraft belonging to the 
Government and companies registered under the laws of South Africa;
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5* Decides to establish a Special Committee consisting of representatives 
of Member States nominated by the President of the General Assembly with the 
following terms of reference:

(a) To keep the racial policies of the Government of South Africa under 
review when the Assembly is not in session;

(b) To report either to the Assembly or to the Security Council or to both 
as may be appropriate from time to time;

6. Requests all Member States:

(a) To do everything in their power to help the Special Committee to 
accomplish its task;

(b) To refrain from any act likely to delay or hinder the implementation 
of the present resolution;

7* Invites Member States to inform the General Assembly at its eighteenth 
session regarding actions taken, separately or collectively, in dissuading the 
Government of South Africa from pursuing its policies of apartheid;

8. Requests the Security Council to take appropriate measures, including 
sanctions, to secure South Africa’s compliance with the resolutions of the General 
Assembly and of the Security Council on this subject and, if necessary, to consider 
action under Article 6 of the Charter,
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llo5th plenary meeting, 
6 November 1962,


