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ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA1 

Report by the Director-General

21. In his report on this subject to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly the 
Director-General stated that the transfer of property rights in the Djoué Estate 
from the French Government to the World Health Organization had taken place. He 
drew attention to the need for an extension of the Regional Office building, 
indicating that such extension was tentatively estimated to cost about $ 600 000. 
Toward the cost of this extension certain governments of Africa had at that date 
pledged slightly more than $ 182 000 and provision in the amount of $ 100 000 had 
been included in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1963.

2. The Health Assembly, in resolution WHA15.14 authorized the Director-General 
"to proceed with the construction of an extension to the existing building for 
the Regional Office for Africa" and "to advance from the Working Capital Fund an 
amount not exceeding $ 300 000 to be credited to the African Regional Office 
Building Fund, to help finance the said construction reimbursement to the Working 
Capital Fund of the sum so financed to be provided for, if necessary, in the 
programme and budget estimates for 1964".

4
3 . In the Appropriation Resolution for the Financial Year 1963 (WHA15-42) the 
Fifteenth World Health Assembly included the sum of $ 100 000 requested by the 
Director-General toward the construction cost.

N.B. In accordance with the provisions of resolution of the Executive 
Board EB3I.R52 (Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 124, 28) this item is to be reported on 
by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Board prior to its consideration by the 
Sixteenth World Health Assembly.

2 Off- Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 118, 109

5 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 118, 7
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4. Since the Fifteenth World Health Assembly the Architect has been developing 
detailed plans for the extension of the building in consultation both with 
Regional Office officials and those at headquarters concerned with the planning of 
office space. The Architect has also prepared revised preliminary estimates of 
the cost of the work in the light of current construction costs in Brazzaville. 
Because of rising costs for such work in Africa, as elsewhere, and because of 
certain modifications in the original plans in the interest of the most effective 
utilization of the additional space, the total estimated cost of the work is now 
approximately $ 700 000.

5. The revised preliminary plans are virtually completed and it is anticipated 
that detailed drawings will be finished during this year on the basis of which it 
will be possible to obtain bids. At that time the final cost can be more 
accurately determined.

6. As of 25 April contributions from Member governments had been received or 
pledged in a total amount of $ J01 846 as set forth in the Annex to this document. 
These contributions together with the $ 100 000 provided for in the 1963 budget 
represent total credits of $ 401 846 towards the presently anticipated cost of
$ 7OO 000. The balance required remains within the sum of $ 300 000 which the 
Assembly authorized the Director-General to advance as necessary from the 
Working Capital Fund.

7. It appears clear now that recourse to this authorization will have to be had 
and the Director-General has made provision in the 1964 budget to reimburse the 
Working Capital Fund in that year in the amount of $ 200 000, which was the amount 
estimated to be required at the time the proposed programme and budget estimates 
were prepared. Since construction work can hardly begin before early 1964, it is 
assumed that the balance of the authorization, i.e. $ 100 000, which might be 
necessary to be advanced from the Working Capital Fund could be reimbursed in 1965» 
Since it appears that a new authorization should be provided for this purpose, the 
Director-General would suggest that the Health Assembly consider a resolution along
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the lines of resolution WHA15.141 with the amount of $ 100 000 being substituted 
for the figure of $ 300 000 and 'the year 1965 replacing 1964. Obviously to the 
extent that additional contributions become available, and depending upon the 
ultimate cost of the work, these advances from the Working Capital Fund and 
consequent reimbursements would be reduced.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 118, 7
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ANNEX

MEMBER GOVERNMENTS' CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED OR PLEDGED 
AS AT 25 APRIL I963 TOWARDS THE ACCOMMODATION FOR THE 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED

Cameroon CFA 1 ООО ООО
Chad CFA 1 ООО ООО
Congo (Brazzaville) CFA 20 ООО ООО
Dahomey CFA 1 ООО ООО
Gabon CFA 1 ООО ООО
Ivory Coast CFA 5 ООО ООО
Madagascar CFA 500 ООО
Tanganyika £ 1 ООО

CONTRIBUTIONS PLEDGED'

Congo (Brazzaville)
Mauritania
Nigeria
Uganda

CFA
CFA

£

£

22 ООО ООО 
500 ООО 
30 ООО 
1 ООО

$ 178 638

$ 301 846
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Report by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board

1. At its thirty-first session the Executive Board in resolution EB31.R521 
established "an Ad Hoc Committee of the Executive Board, consisting of:
Dr М. K. Afridi, Professor E. Aujaleu and Dr A. Nabulsi, to meet on Mondajr,
6 May 1963, to . . .  (c) report to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly such further 
information as is submitted by the Director-General on accommodation for the 
Regional Office for Africa . . . including the budgetary and financial aspects".

2. The Committee met on 6 May 19бЗ in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, and 
Dr Afridi was elected Chairman.

3. The Committee had before it a report of the Director-General on the accommodation 
for the Regional Office for Africa, as contained in document AI6/AFL/7 . From this 
report the Committee noted that the Director-General had included an amount of
$ 200 000 in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1964 for reimbursement 
of the Working Capital Fund in pursuance of the authority vested in him by the 
Fifteenth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA15.14, "to advance from the 
Working Capital Fund an amount not exceeding $ 300 000 to be credited to the 
African Regional Office Building Fund, to help finance the said construction, 
reimbursement to the Working Capital Fund of the sum so advanced to be provided for 
if necessary in the programme and budget estimates for 1964". At the time these 
estimates were prepared, taking into account the $ 100 000 appropriated by the 
Fifteenth World Health Assembly for 1963, the amount of contributions and pledges 
from Members and the estimated cost of the construction of the extension, the 
Director-General had anticipated that $ 200 000 only would be required.
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4. The revised preliminary estimates in the light of current construction costs in 
Brazzaville indicate that the total estimated cost will be approximately $ 700 000. 
Contributions and pledges from Member governments as at 25 April 1963 amounted to
$ 301 846 as reflected in the annex to document A16/AFL/7.

5. The Committee noted that, subject to additional contributions becoming available 
from Members, the Director-General would have to have recourse to the full authorization 
of advancing $ 300 000 from the Working Capital Fund. However, since construction 
work can hardly begin before early 1964, the Committee agrees with the proposal of the 
Director-General that the Sixteenth World Health Assembly authorizes him to withdraw
$ 100 000 from the Working Capital Fund, such advance to be reimbursed to the Working 
Capital- Fund by provision in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1965- 
The Committee therefore recognized that no action was necessary with regard to the 
provision in the proposed programme and budget estimates for 1964.

6. The Committee was informed that with regard to paragraph 4 of resolution 
EB31-R20, 1 the Director-General had communicated with the Government of the Republic 
of South Africa and that he would report any further developments to the Sixteenth 
World Health Assembly.

7. Should the Sixteenth World Health Assembly accept the proposal of the Director- 
General, the Ad Hoc Committee on behalf of the Executive Board recommends for the 
approval of the Health Assembly the following draft resolution:

"The Sixteenth World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on accommodation 
for the Regional Office for Africa and the report of the Executive Board thereon;

Having noted with gratification the further generous contributions offered 
by Members in the African Region to help finance the cost of extending the 
accommodation of the Regional Office;
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Recalling the provisions of paragraph 4 of resolution WHA15-14, 1 

authorizing the Director-General, notwithstanding the provisions of Part II,
оparagraph 1 (2) of resolution WHA13.41, to advance from the Working Capital 

Fund an amount not exceeding $ 300 000 to be credited to the African Regional 
Office Building Fund;

Noting that the Director-General will exercise this authority to the 
extent of $ 200 000, reimbursement being provided for in the proposed 
programme and budget estimates for 1964,

1. INVITES all the Members in the African Region who have not yet done so 
to make contributions for the extension of the Regional Office accommodation;

2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General, notwithstanding the provisions of
2Part II, paragraph 1 (2) of resolution WHA13.41, to advance from the 

Working Capital Fund an amount not exceeding $ 100 000 to be credited to the 
African Regional Office Building Fund to help finance the said construction, 
reimbursement to the Working Capital Fund of the sum so advanced to be provided 
for, if necessary, in the programme and budget estimates for 1965-"

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. Il8, 7
2 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed.s p. 302
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ACCOMMODATION FOR THE REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA 

Report by the Director-General

Attached as Annex I is a copy of the letter which the Director-General sent 
to the Government of South Africa on 18 February 1963 in pursuance of the request 
of the Executive Board in paragraph 4 of resolution EB31.R20,

Attached as Annex II is a copy of the reply which has been received from 
the Government of South Africa.
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ANNEX I

А3/416/3 AFRO l8 February 196^

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit to you resolution EB31.R20, adopted by the 
Executive Board at its thirty-first session on 18 January 1963 on the subject of 
"Accommodation for the Regional Office for Africa", which refers to the offer by the 
Government of the Republic of South Africa of an interest-free loan of US$ 200 000.

You will note that operative paragraph 4 of this resolution "Requests the Director- 
General to explore the details of the offer with the Government of the Republic of 
South Africa either as a loan or as an outright contribution and to report thereon 
to the Sixteenth World Health Assembly".

We are at the disposal of your Government with regard to entering into arrange
ments, to enable a report to be prepared for the Sixteenth World Health Assembly, 
which is convened for 7 May 1963.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(signed) M. G. Candau, M.D.
Director-General

The Secretary for Health 
and Chief Health Officer 

Department of Public Health 
P.O. Box 3879 
Cape Town
South Africa

cc: The Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of South Africa, Pretoria 
Ambassador С. H. Taljaard, South African Embassy, 47 Bernastrasse, Berne

ENCL: Resolution EB31.R20
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ANNEX II

Suid-Afrikaanse Ambassade 
South African Embassy 

47, Bernastrasse 
Berne

8 May 19бЗ

The Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva 
Switzerland

Accommodation for the Regional Office for Africa

With veferonoc lo your letter No. Аз/41б/з AFRO dated l8 February 1963, I have 
to inform you that the resolution adopted by the Executive Board at its thirty-first 
session, relative to the above-mentioned matter, is still being considered by my 
0* ' v u r u m o u b  .

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

(signed) С. H. Taljaard.
Ambassador


