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INTRODUCTION 

The Regional Committee for Africa of the World Health Organization held its 

tenth session at Accra (Ghana) from 8 to 1) August I960. 

Member States and Associate Members of the African Region present weres 

Republic of Cameroun 

Pranc.e . 

Republic of Ghana 

Republic of Guinea 

Liberia 

Portugal . 

Republic of Togo 

.United Kingdom 

Central African Republic (Associate Member) 

Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) (Associate Member) 

• Republic of Gabon (Associate Member) 

.federation of Nigeria (Associate Member) 

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (Associate Member) 

Sierra Leone (Associate Member) 

The following non-Member States invited also sent observerss 

Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville) 

Republic of the Ivory Coast 

Republic of Dahomey 

Federation of Mali 

Republic of the Niger 

Republic of Upper Volta 

Representatives of the United Nations Children^ Fund, the Technical Assistance 

Board and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization were present as well 

as observers from the following non-governmental organizations: 
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International Association for Prevention of Blindness 

International Union of Architects 

Medical Women's International Association 

World Federation of United Nations Associations 

World Medical Association 

The Director-General of the World Health Organization was represented by 

Dr N . Grashchenkov, Assistant Director-General, Headquarters, Geneva. 

The retiring Chairman, Dr A. J. Walker, presided at the opening session, which 

was addressed by the Honourable L. R- Abavana, M . P” Minister of Health of the Republic 

of Ghana, Dr N. Grashchenkov, on behalf of the Director-General of the World Health 

Organization and Dr F. J» С. Cambournac» 

Before dealing with elections, the Regional Director recalled that several 

Associate Members in the Region had become fully independent sovereign States since 

the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. As the United Nations General Assembly was not 

meeting until September i960 and the Fourteenth World Health Assembly not. until 

February 19б1, those States were as yet not able to become full Members of WHO in 

either of the two ways provided for under the Constitution. Therefore, these States 

are no longer Members, but owing to the importance of the session, they have been 

invited to send observers and they all have accepted it。 

The Committee elected the following officers for the tenth session: 

Chairman； Dr P. M. J. Phillips (Republic of Ghana) 

Vice-Chairman: Dr G. V. Kpotsra (Republic of Togo) 

Rapporteurs: Dr 0. B. Alakija (Federation of Nigeria) 

Dr S. P. Tchoungui (Republic of Cameroun) 

Dr H. M, S. Boardman was elected chairman of the technical discussions. 

The suggested programme of work presented by the Regional Director was 

approved. 

The Provisional Agenda, as well as the supplementary item for the Agenda submitted 

by the Regional Director were unanimously adopted and are attached as Annex I of the 

present report. 
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REPORT OF TIE REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

Regional Director was circulated prior to the session, 

the Regional Director stated that exceptionally it 

covered less than the usual period of review, namely, as from 1 July 1959 to 

31 March i960， The past few months had been characterized by the emergence of 

several States in the Region, two of which had already been admitted to full member-

ship of WH0
o 

During the period under review, the Regional Director and staff members of the 

Regional Office visited countries and territories in the Region, particularly the 

newly-independent countries, to give help in discussing projects that had been ‘ 

requested. Possible inter-country programmes on public health problems of common 

interest such as the communicable diseases were discussed during these visits; often 

such programmes could be carried out at lower cost than individual national programmes. 

The opportunity had been taken too
fi
 to stress the value of establishing long-term 

projects and the need for parallel development of economic and social programmes^ so 

as to ensure balanced progress and secure the maximum benefit from the funds expended. 

Conditions, particularly in the tropical belt of Africa., were highly conducive 

to the flourishing of such scourges as malaria^ the treponematoses
9
 bilharziasis and 

so on
d
 Considerable progress had already been made in effective campaigns against 

some of those diseases, and with the growth in communication and transport, which 

allowed modern methods of medicine and public health administrât ion to be carried 

into the most remote areas, an even mere rapid advance in bettering the health and 

well-being of the peoples might be envisaged for the future^ 

Apart from the steadily expanding campaigns against the communicable diseases, 

the Regional Office has been concentrating on assistance in the development of basic 

public health servicea., covering all aspects of health work,. Education and training 

had continued to receive high priority and the fellowships programme has been greatly 

expanded
 #
 It was hoped to do even more in this field, with a view to further 

PART I. 

The annual report of the 

In presenting his report-

strengthening national health services and training institutes. 
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As the staff at the Regional Office had remained virtually static in number 

over the past few years, it was obvious that it would have to be increased in the 

future if all requests from governments for assistance were to be met. 

Particular attention had been paid to work in environmental sanitation, the 

basic importance of which had been recognized by the Regional Committee at its last 

session, both in the general and the technical discussions. 

Encouraging results had been obtained in malaria eradication prograrrmes. Since 

malaria eradication should be regarded as a dynamic, continuously expanding programme, 

careful programming and perfect co-ordination were necessary in order that the 

entire African Region might be covered step by step. Sô long as malaria persisted 

in any part of the Region, the countries and territories from which it had already 

been eliminated would be forced to spend considerable sums to prevent the re-

introduction of the disease. It was thus essential that every country should 

institute a malaria eradication programme as speedily as possible• 

The Regional Director stressed once more the increasing demands in the Region 

for assistance from WHO and the great help governmental authorities were giving to 

the Regional Office in the execution of programmes. 

Several representatives congratulated the Regional Director and his staff and 

emphasized the need for inter-territorial co-operation if malaria was to be eradicated 

from the African continent. The Regional Director answered some further questions 

raised by delegations, after which the report was unanimously adopted by a resolution 

recorded in Part iv (APR/RCIO/R.I). 
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PART II. OTHER MATTERS DISCUSSED 

(a) Resolutions of regional interest adopted by the Executive Board at i t s twenty-
fifth session and"by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly 

EB25.R52 WHO PARTICIPATION IN THE EXPANDED PROGRAMME OF TECHNICAL ASSISTAlKïE 

The Regional Committee noted resolution EB25.R52 (AER/rC10/r.2, Part IV). 

WHA13.2 Rev.l ADMISSION OP NEW MEMBERS: CAMEROUN 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.2 Rev.l and welcomed the 
Republic of Cameroun (AFR/RC10/R.5, Part IV). 

ША13.5 ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS: REPUBLIC OF TOGO 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA15.5 and welcomed the Republic 
of Togo (APR/RC10/R.4, Part IV). 

WHA13.5 A M I S S I O N OP ASSOCIATE MEMBERS S CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.5 and welcomed the Central 
African Republic (AFR/RC10/R.5, Part IV). 

WHA15.6 ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: REPUBLIC OP THE CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE) 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.6 and welcomed the Republic 
of the Congo (APR/RC10/R.6, Part IV). 

WHA15.7 ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: REPUBLIC OF THE IVORY COAST 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA15.7 and welcomed the Republic 
of the Ivory Coast (AFR/RC10/R.7, Part IV). 

WHA13.8 ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: REPUBLIC OF GABON 

The Regional Committee noted resolution VJHA13.8 and welcomed the Republic 
of Gabon (APR/RCIO/R.8, Part IV). 

WHA13.9 ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: REPUBLIC OF UPPER VOLTA 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.9 and welcomed the Republic 
of Upper Volta (AFR/RCIO/R.9, Part IV). 

WHA13.10 ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: REPUBLIC OF THE NIGER 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA15.10 and welcomed the Republic 
of the Niger (APR/RC10/R.10, Part IV). 
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WHA15.12 ADMISSION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: FEDERATION OP MALI 

The Regional Coramittee noted resolution WHA15.12 and welcomed the 
Federation of Mali (AFR/K;10/R.11, Part IV). 

The attention of the Committee was drawn to the fact that some of the new 
Associate Members admitted during the Thirteenth World Health Assembly have 
become fully independent since then and, therefore, it has been interpreted as 
incompatible with the maintenance of the status of Associate Members in regard 
to the Constitution. After the particular situation of these States had been 
discussed and after considering the legal solution applicable in the present 
circumstances, the Regional Committee adopted the resolution recorded in Part XV 
(APR/RCIO/R.12). 

WHA13.29 ASSISTANCE TO NEW MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS FOR I96I 

After hearing the comments by the Regional Director, the Regional Coramittee 
noted resolution WHA13.29 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly 
(APR/RCIO/RI3, Part IV). 

WHAÍ5.31 SPECIAL FUND OP THE UNITED NATIONS 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA15.51 (AFR/RC10/R.14, Part TV). 

WHA13.56 ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH CADRES 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHAI3.36 (AFR/rCIo/r.15, Part IV). 

ША13.Л5 MALARIA ERADICATION 
WHA15.55 

After hearing the comments by the Regional Director, the Coramittee noted 
resolutions WHAI3.45 and WHA15.55 dealing respectively with the Malaria 
Eradication Special Account and the Malaria Eradication Programme (AF^/rC1o/r.16 
and APR/RCIO/R.17, Part IV). * 

WHA13.5
1

»- VECTOR-BORNE DISEASES AND MALARIA ERADICATION 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.54 adopted by the Thirteenth 
World Health Assembly (AFR/RC1�/R.18, Part IV). 

WHA13.53 SMALLPOX ERADICATION 

The Regional Committee noted resolution ША15.55 (AFR/rC1o/r.19, Part IV). 

WHA13.63 WHO/UNICEP JOINTLY-ASSISTED ACTIVITIES 

*Hie Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.6) and expressed its apprécia, 
tion to WHO and UNICEF in the terms of the resolution recorded in Part IV 
(APR/RCIO/R.20)• 
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WHA15.65 WORLD HEALTH YEAR 

The Regional Committee noted resolution WHA13.65 (AFR/RC10/R21, Part IV). 

(b) Need for additional office space, 

After hearing the comments by the Regional Director, the Committee noted 
that the matter had been brought to its attention at this stage for Information 
only (APR/RC10/R.22, Part IV). 

(0) Subject of the technical üisousaions at the, .next session 

The Committee adopted the resolution recorded in Part IV (AER/RC10/R.28). 

(d) Date of the eleventh session of the Regional Committee In I96I 

The Committee decided that the eleventh session which will take place at 
the Regional Office Headquarters, Brazzaville, should be held from 25 September 
to 砵 October I96I (APR/RC10/R.29, Part IV). 

(e) Date and place of the twelfth session of the Regional Committee In 1962 

Two invitations were extended to the Committee, one on behalf of the 
Government of the Federation of Mali and another on behalf of the Government of 
the Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville). The invitation from the Federation 
of Mali having been received f i r s t , the Republic of the Congo decided to extend 
its invitation for thé Committee to meet in Leopoldville in 1963. Oîie 
Committee expressed its thanks to both governments and decided to hold its 
twelfth session in Dakar in September 1962 (APR/RC10/R.50, Part IV)

 É 
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PART III. REVISION OF THE 19б1 PROGRAMME AND EXAMINATION OP THE DRAFT 
PROGRAMME AND BUDGET FOR 19б2 

The Regional Director made an introduction and at his request, the Budget and 

Finance Officer stated that the presentation of the budget document had been changed 

with a view to giving a clearer picture of the activities of the Region as a whole, 

as well as of each individual project. 

(a) Regular funds 

The Committee reviewed in full detail the budget estimates, project by project. 

A substantial discussion took place in regard to the development of one of the inter-

country projects dealing with the establishment of centres for post-graduate nursing 

education in the Region. The Committee then took three resolutions (Part IV): 

(i) APR/rC10/r.23 Post-graduate nursing education 

(ii) AFR/RC10/R.24 I96I Regular programme 

(iii) AFR/rC10/r.25 Draft Prograflime and Budget for I962 

(b) Malaria Eradication Special Account 

The Committee reviewed in full detail the budget estimates, project by project, 

and adopted the resolution recorded in Part IV (AFR/RC1O/R.26). 

(c) Technical Assistance Funds 

The approval of the Regional Committee being also necessary for this part of the 

programme, a resolution was adopted and is recorded in Part IV (AFR/RC10/R.27). 
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PART IV. RESOLUTIONS 

APR/КС 1O/R • 1 Report of the Regional Director 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 
• . . . . . 、 . ， • . . . 

Having examined the report of the Regional Director (AER/rc10/5) on the 
work during the period 1 July 1959 to 31 March i960, 

1. EXPRESSES its warm appreciation of the report; 

2. STRESSES, after studying the report, the necessity for the governments of 
the Region to develop environmental sanitation projects in their respective 
countries; 

5. STRESSES the primary necessity for closer co-ordination and co-operation 
between the Member States and Associate Members of the Region in the field of 
health； 

HEARTILY CONGRATULATES the Regional Director and his staff on the substantial 
results already obtained and the progress achieved in the period under review. 

APR/RC 10/^.2 WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical 
Assistance 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution EB25.R52 adopted by the Executive Board at its twenty 
fifth session. 

APR/hc10/r.3 Admission of new Members - Republic of Cameroun 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution WHA15.2 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Republic of Cameroun. ’ 

APR/RC10/R.4 Admission of new Members - Republic of Togo 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution WHA13.3 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Republic of Togo. — 
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AFR/RC10/R.5 Admission of Associate Members- Central African Republic 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution WHA1^.5 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Central African Republic. 

AFR/RCIO/R.6 Admission of Associate Members - Republic of the Congo 
(Brazzaville) 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution ША13.6 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville). 

APR/RC10/R.7 Admission of Associate Members - Republic of the Ivory Coast 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution WHA13.7 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly„ 
and welcomes the Republic of the Ivory Coast. 

AFR/RC10/r.8 Admission of Associate Members - Republic of Gabon 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution 碰 1 乂 8 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Republic of Gabon. 

AFR/RC10/R.9 Admission of Associate Members - Republic of Upper Volta 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution M-ÍA13.9 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Republic of Upper Volta. 

AFR/RC10/R.10 Admission of'Associate Members - Republic of Niger 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution ША13.Ю adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and welcomes the Republic of Niger. 
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A F R / R C 1 0 / R • 1 1 Admission CT Associate Members - Federation of Mali 

The Regional Committee for Africa^ 

NOTES resolution ША13.12 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly,, 
and welcomes the Federation of Mali. 

A F R / R C 1 0 / R . 1 2 Admission of Associate Members 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

Considering the particular situation which has arisen in respect of several 
Associate Members in the Region by reason of their accession to independence 
between the date of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly and the present session 
of the Regional Committee, 

1. PROPOSES that the interpretation of Article 8 of the Constitution be 
determined by the Executive Board and the Assembly in relation to similar 
situations which might arise in the future; 

2. DECIDES that Associate Members in the Region who accede to independence 
shall retain in the Region their rights and privileges until such time as they 
shall become full Members of the World Health Organization. 

AFR/RC 10/r• 13 Assistance to new Members and Associate Members for 1961 

The Regional Committee for Africa, , 

NOTES with interest resolution ШA13.29 adopted by the Thirteenth World 
Health Assembly. 

AFH/RC10/R.14 Special Fund of the United Nations 

The Regional Committee for Africa^ 

NOTES resolution ША13.51 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

AFR/RC10/R
e
15 Establishment of National Public Health Cadres 

The Regional Committee, for Africa^ 

NOTES resolution adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 
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AFIV'RCIO/R.lô Malaria Eradication Special Account 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution ША13Л5 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

APR/^.CIO/R.17 Malaria Eradication Prograimie 
• ‘ ' •• • - - - • • ‘ .. . __ 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 
‘ ' ..； ... - _ •, “ . . 

NOTES resolution WHA15.55 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 
* • . - + • . . • . . . 

AFR/RC1O/R.18 Vector-borne diseases and malaria eradication 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

APR/RC10/R.19 Smallpox eradication 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution VHA13.55 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 

AFR/RC10/R.20 ШО/UNICEF Jointly-assisted activities 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

Having noted resolution ША13.6? adopted by the Thirteenth World Health 

Assembly, 

1. BECOBDS its appreciation of the invaluable help given by WHO and UNICEF to 

the anti-malaria campaigns in the Region, and . 

2. EXPRESSES the hope that UNICEF assistance will be continued. 
. » 

APR/НС10/r.21 World Health Year 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

NOTES resolution ША13.65 adopted by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly. 
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APR/RC10/R.22 Need for additional office space 

The Regional Coiranittee for Africa, 

NOTES the information contained In document APR/RC10/5 presented by the 
Regional Director, 

APR/RC10/R.2? Post-graduate nursing education 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 
. ‘ ». . . . . . . . : - . •. . : : . . . . . . .. . • 

Considering the need to give nursing personnel further post-graduate 
education which provides a training in public health, 

Considering the importance, despite the linguistic and practical diffi-
culties, of creating inter-country institutions open to personnel of every 
cultural origin, 

Recognizing the desirability of eliminating, as early as possible, the 
differences which exist from country to country both as regards level of health 
personnel recruitment and as regards the programmes in force, 

RECOMMENDS 

(1) the speediest possible creation of bilingual centres able to give 
Joint further training to graduate nursing personnel; 

(2) study of the problem of harmonizing health personnel in respect both 
of level of recruitment, and of basic training, syllabuses and diplomas. 

APR/rC10/r,24 I96I Regular Programme 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

1. NOTES the revised. I96I programme as set forth in documents AFR/rC1o/2 and 

APR/RC10/2 Add.l; 

2. APPROVES the implementation of the revised 1961 programme, subject to such 
amendments and adjustments as were agreed by the Committee. 

APR/RC10/R.25 Draft Programme and Budget for 1962 - Regular Funds 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

APPROVES the draft programme and budget for 19Ô2 as provided for under 
regular funds as presented by the Regional Director (documents AFR/RClO/2 and 
AFR/RCIO/2 Add.l), subject to such amendments and adjustments as were agreed 
upon by the Committee. 
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APR/rC10/r
#
26 Programme and Budget Estimates - Malaria Eradication Special 

Account 

The Regional Committee for Africa^ 

Havirlg examined the programme to be financed by the Malaria Eradication 
Special Accoiont as per document APr/rC1o/2 Annex I, 

APPROVES the revised programme for I96I and the budget estimates for 1962, 
i t being understood that this programme will be reviewed by the D ire с tor-General 
within the limits of the availability of funds. 

APR/RC10/R •27 Draft Programme and Budget for 1961-1962 - Technical 
Assistance Funds 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

1. NOTES the projects proposed by governments in the African Region for 
implementation during the biennium I96I-I962 under the Expanded Programme of 
Technical Assistance; 

2» NOTES the support âiven in particular by the interested governments to 
the I96I-1962 inter-country (regional) projects under EPTA; 

EXPRESSES the hope that these projects will be approved by the Technical 
Assistance Board and the Technical Assistance Committee• 

APR/RC1o/r•28 Subject of the technical discusglons at the next session 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

DECIDES that the subject for technical discussions at the I96X session 
shall be

 n

The role of health services in the implementation of environmental 
sanitation programmes"• 

APR/RCIO/R.29 Date of the eleventh session of the Regional Committee, 1961 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

DECIDES that Its 196l session, which will be held in Brazzaville Headquarters 
of the Regional Office, shall take place from 25 September to 4 October I96I. 

APR/RC10/R .30 Date and place of the twelfth session of the Regional 
Committee, I962 ~ 

The Regional Committee for Africa, 

THANKS the Government of the Federation of Mali for its kind invitation, and 

DECIDES that tMiS session shall be held in Dakar in September 1962. 
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PART V . TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS 

The participants in the tenth session of the Regional Committee took part in 

technical discussions on ”The. main problems of environmental sanitation in Africa" 

under the chairmanship of Dr H . M. S. Boardman. The rapporteurs were Dr S. 0. Franklin 

and Dr Papa Gaye. 

A smimary of these technical discussions is attached as Annex II. 
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ANNEX I 

AGENDA 

Opening of Regional Committee Session 

Election of Chairman,, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteurs 

Designation of Chairman for Technical Discussions 

Adoption of Provisional Agenda (AFR/RC10/I) 

Report of the Regional Director (AFR/RCIO/З) 

Resolutions of regional interest adopted by the twenty-fifth session of the 
Executive Board and tjy the Thirteenth World Health Assembly (APR/RClO/4) 

6.1 WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance 

(EB25.R52) 

6.2 Admission of new Members (ША15.2 Rev.l and WHAl?.?) 

6.3 Admission of Associate Members (ША13.5 to ША15.Ю and ША15.12) 

6.4 Assistance to new Members and Associate Members for 1961 (ША15.29) 

6.5 Special Fund of the United Nations (ША13.51) 

6.6 Establishment of national public health cadres (WHA13.56) 

6.7 Malaria Eradication 

6.7¿1 Malaria Eradication Special Account (WHA15.45) 

6.7.2 Malaria Eradication Programme (WHA15.55) 

6.7.5 Vector-borne diseases and malaria eradication (WHA13.5^) 

6.8 Smallpox eradication 

6.9 ШО/UNICEF jointly-assisted activities (WHA13.63) 

6.10 World Health Year (WHA13.65) 
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7. I96I Programme 

(a) Revision of the I96I programme 

(b) Implement at ion of I96I programme 

8. Programme and Budget Estimates for I962 (AFR/61CI0/2) 

(a) Regular programme 

(b) Technical Assistance (with priorities) 

(c) Malaria Eradication (MESA) 

9. Technical discussions 

0. Date of the eleventh session of the Regional Conanittee, I96I 

1. Date and place of the twelfth session of the Regional Committee. 1962 

2. Consideration of the report on Technical Discussions 

3. Adoption of the draft report of the Regional Committee 

Adjournment 

SUPPIEMENTARÏ AGENDA 

Need for additional office spaae (AK0iClo/5) 
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REPORT ON TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS
1 

Eight papers were laid before the Committee for discussion. Some of the papers 

were very bomprehensive and covered the whole field of environmental sanitation with 

full descriptions of all the activities carried out in the various countries • Three 

documents dealt with specific activities^ namely: sewage treatment with stabilization 

ponds, and another paper on rural housing programme. 

A study of the papers and the discussions on the various points raised by the 

representatives revealed that the main problems with which the countries of the 

African Region are confronted are, in order of priority, as follows: 

(1) Water supplies; 

(2) Disposal of waste water and sewage; 

(3) Training of public health personnel, for example health inspectors, 

.laboratory technicians, chemists, sanitary engineers， e t c” and the corres-

ponding strengthening of the sanitary staff of the ministries of health to 

enable them to stimulate and co-ordinate the efforts being made by other 

governmental agencies, for example public works, agriculture, water resources, 

community development in the field of environmental sanitation; 

(4) Health education of the public; 

(5) Vector control; 

(6) Housing problems. 

Africa is passing through a period of unprecedented growth of population. Urban 

centres in Africa are expanding at such an accelerated pace that essential basic public 

health services needed cannot be adequately provided. This is giving rise in several 

areas to the development of slums where sanitary conditions are most unsatisfactory. 

1

 Chairman: Dr H . M , S. Boardman 
Rapporteurs: Dr S.〇• Franklin and Dr Papa Gaye 
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This growth of population is a socio-economic problem resulting from natural 

population increase and also from the influx of rural population into urban areas 

where better opportunities for employment and better living conditions are presumed 

to exist. The solution of this problem requires the concerted action of all 

government departments. In this concerted action, the ministries of health should 

play the most important role， particularly in stimulating and promoting water supply 

programmes
 д
 projects for the sanitary disposal of human wastes and in the health 

aspects of housing programmes. 

Water supplies are considered to be one of the most important problems to be 

solved. It is considered that presently only 10 per cent, of the population of the 

Region has access to reasonably safe water supplies. The lack of safe water results 

in high mortality rates, amongst children principally^ and in the absence of adequate 

water supplies there is a definite limit to much needed economic development. 

Another major and serious problem in the urban centres in Africa is the non-

existence of sewerage and sewage disposal systems. Most of the large cities still 

depend on the conservancy method of disposal and it can never be too strongly 

emphasized that this method is most unsatisfactory from the public health point of 

view, in addition to being a most uneconomical system. 

All the representatives agreed on all the points touched upon above, but it was 

also observed that for the implementation of water supply and sewage disposal projects, 

a large amount of capital expenditure is required and that most governments in the 

Region have difficulty in finding the necessary funds. In this respect it should 

be observed that the capital expenditure on these schemes should be considered as a 

real investment and that the dividend to be derived from this must not be assessed in 

terms of cash but rather in the protection of the health of the population from 

communicable diseases and deaths resulting,, therefore, in a considerable economic 

saving to the community. 
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The establishment by governmsnts of autonomous corporations or boards entrusted 

with planning financing ar_d ddministering v‘rater and sewerage schemes should be 

ccnsiderecl as опз of the solutions to this important problem. 

The rcpreser.tativfcs noted with interest the documents on the n of oxidation 

ponds or ¡sewage lacoons for the final disposal of sewage and it ^as considered "that 

tliis metliod offers definite advantages over other conventional methods of sewage 

treatment; the installation is cheap to build, and requires no expert регсопг.э! for 

its maintenance. 

With regard to the training of health personnel, it vre.s observed that training 

prorrsmmes should, be considerably expanded э-d ti)at governmen-ty should the l^est 

use of their staffs „ Governments v:ho have -oc already cloné зо should institute 

suitable promotion gradings as in other professions, in order to encourage extsblrg 

stafi and attract suitable types of recruits. 

Environmental sanitation is essentially a hu¡::an prev iera, and conse^ueritly с 

prominence should be given to pr ocrâmes in this field in order not onii со prevent 

diseases but albo to er.âure the we.H-bo-jr^ cf the population。 


