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1. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OP THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1963:
Item 2.2 of the Agenda (Resolution EB29.R57; Official Records Nos. 113 
and lió; Documents AI5/P&B/9 and AI5/P&B/17)

Recommendation of the Budgetary Ceiling: Item 2.2.2 of the Agenda (Documents 
AI5/P&B/22 Rev. 1, A15/P&B/24 and AI5/P&B/1/ÍP/9) (continued)

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, replying to the delegate of Ireland, 

explained that the provision in the•budget of $ 387 000 for the repayment of the 

loan in connexion with the headquarters building arose out of the loan agreement 

entered into with the Swiss Confederation and the Republic and Canton of Geneva, 

which provided for the repayment of that sum in 1963.

Dr ALAN (Turkey) said that his delegation had in principle always been in 

favour of a moderate increase in the budget provided that it, were used towards the 

operating programme. He asked for confirmation of his understanding that the 

increase in the 1963 budget as compared with that for 1962 was of the order of 

$ 3 O92 000, and asked also what were the total contributions of new Members. '

His delegation welcomed the Director-General's proposal and would vote in 

favour.

Mr SIEGEL confirmed that the amount of the increase was $ 3 092 000.

With regard to the contributions of new Members the assessment for four of 

them - in some cases made for the first time and in others -representing the 

differences between their associate membership and full membership - was approximately 

$ 43 000. The contribution of the new Member admitted during the current session 

had not yet been assessed.
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Dr DIBA (Iran) said that his delegation had always supported the proposals 

put forward by the Director-General and studied by the Executive Board. It 

would also support the present proposals, recognizing that the considerable 

increase over the budget level in previous years was necessary to meet expenditure 

that was inevitable. His delegation feared, however, that a too rapid increase 

in WHO's budget might hamper health work at the national level; his own country's 

health budget, for instance, had not increased proportionately in recent years.

It was important that Members' contributions to WHO should not result in reduced 

expenditure on their own national health programmes. He therefore agreed with 

the views expressed by the delegate of Ireland and requested the Director-General, 

in preparing future budget estimates, to take account of priorities in the' 

programme with a view to avoiding large increases in the budget level.

Dr WATT (United States of America) expressed appreciation of the extensive 

documentation provided and of the careful analysis of the subject made by the 

Executive Board and its representative. He formally proposed the insertion in 

the draft resolution on the budget ceiling (Annex 1 to document AI5/P&B/WP/9) of 

the figure of US$ 29 95б 000, as proposed by the Director-General.

Dr GODBER (United Kingdom) said that in discussing the highest budgetary 

ceiling in the history of the Organization, only the delegate of Ireland had so 

far voiced the disquiet felt by some delegates at the manner in which the figure 

of nearly $ 30 000 000 had been reached. That figure included a sum of nearly 

$ 750 000 that had become available from various savings and had now been committed 

in a manner not forecast at the twenty-ninth session of the Executive Board. His 

delegation would abstain from voting on the proposed bu^et ceiling.
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Dr EVANG (Norway) seconded the proposal of the delegate of the United States, 

and expressed the hope that the upward trend of the budget level would continue in 

succeeding years.

Dr OLGUIN (Argentina) said that although his delegation was aware of the 

factors responsible for the increase in the budget ceiling, it could not refrain 

from expressing its concern, bearing in mind the repercussions it would have upon 

Members' contributions. He considered that certain less urgent projects should 

be postponed in order to reduce the budget level.

Dr MUDALIAR (India) said that his delegation would support the budget 

presented. The conscience of the world was very much on the alert in health 

matters, and it was recognized that many of the 111 Member States were in urgent 

need of assistance, while continued efforts were needed in campaigns such as those 

against malariá and smallpox. His delegation would, of course, support any 

possible curtailment of unnecessary items, but such action should be left to the 

consideration of the Director-General and the Executive Board.

Dr NABUISI (Jordan) said that his delegation would vote in favour of the 

budget ceiling as submitted by the Director-General.

Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) said that membership of WHO had greatly increased 

and its activities were spreading throughout the world. His country still 

needed the Organization's help, particularly in campaigns against smallpox, measles 

and other communicable diseases. He expressed the hope that in future years the 

budget would be increased to meet hitherto unfulfilled needs. His delegation 

would vote in favour of the suggested ceiling.
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Dr MARR (South Africa) agreed with the delegates of Ireland and Iran in 

sounding a note of caution. Taking into account, however, the pressing needs of 

the newly-independent States, his delegation would vote for the budget ceiling 

submitted by the Director-General.

Dr ROBERTSON (Ghana) said that the suggestion of the delegate of Ireland 

that the increase in the budget should be gradual was one with which all would 

agree. With regard to malaria eradication, however, it had been decided at the 

Fourteenth World Health Assembly to include it under the .regular budget, and the 

larger provision was necessary to meet requirements for field campaigns. More

over, the increase in membership referred to by other speakers was likely to 

continue in the future, bringing in new countries with immense health problems.

The need for ever-increasing budgets must therefore be accepted. Although he 

sympathized, with those delegates who viewed the increase with concern, he felt 

sure that the spirit of co-operation required to raise the level of health in all 

countries would prevail. His delegation would support the proposed budgetary 

ceiling.

Dr GOOSSENS (Belgium), explaining his delegation's intention to abstain from 

voting, said that it was not opposed to an increase in the budget, bearing in mind 

the growing number of Member States and the increased scope of the Organization's 

activities. His abstention was intended rather to convey his Government's 

opinion that the amount of the increase should be kept within more modest limits.
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Professor ZHTANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his 

delegation would abstain from voting because it was not satisfied with the way in 

which the budget was made up. The substantial sums involved could be used in a 

more rational manner to provide greater assistance to new countries. He would 

revert to that question under the item proposed by his delegation - 2.17, Review 

of methods of work of the Organization with a view to ensuring greater effective

ness for a smaller expenditure of resources.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote, with the insertion of the figure of $ 29 95б 000, 

the draft resolution contained in Annex 1 to document A15/p&b/wp/9, which read as 

follows:

The Fifteenth World Health Assembly 

DECIDES that:

(1) the effective working budget for 1963 shall be US$ 29 956 000,

(2) the budget level for 1963 shall be established in an amount equal 
to the effective working budget as provided in paragraph (l) above, plus 
the assessments represented by the Undistributed Reserve, and

(3) the budget for 1963 shall be financed by assessments on Members 
after deducting:

(i) the amount of US$ 721 000 available by reimbursement from the 
Special Account of the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, and

(ii) the amount of US$ 500 000 available as casual income for 1963*

He reminded the Committee of Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health 

Assembly, which required that decisions on the amount of the effective working 

budget be made by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting.

Decision: The draft resolution was approved by 57 votes to none, with 12 
abstentions.
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2. FOURffl REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (Document AI5/P&B/25)

Dr MONTALVAN (Ecuador), Rapporteur, introduced the Committee's draft fourth 

report (document AI5/P&B/25).

Decision: The draft fourth report was adopted.

FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE (Document AI5/P&B/26)

The CHAIRMAN said he proposed to suspend the meeting pending distribution of 

the draft fifth report.

The meeting was suspended at 3-30 P»m. 
and resumed at 3«50 P«m.

The RAPPORTEUR introduced the Committee's draft fifth report (document 

AI5/P&B/26).

Decision: The draft fifth report was adopted.

The meeting rose at 3*55 p.m.


