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1. Introduction 

1.1 In resolution ША15Л0 on the possibilities of reducing the length of World 

Health Assemblies, the Thirteenth World Health Assembly requested the Executive 

Board and the Director-General: 

(a) "to give consideration to the various suggestions made during 

discussion of this subject at the Thirteenth World Health Assembly, 
and to present to the Fourteenth World Health Assembly concrete 
proposals for reducing as far as possible the length of Assemblies, 
without reducing the total amount of time to be devoted to technical 
discussions

1 1

; 

(b) "in preparing the proposed agenda for the World Health Assembly to 
bear in mind the possibility of combining items with a view to 
avoiding duplicate discussion". 

1*2 The Thirteenth Assembly discussed the item on the basis of a document prepared 

by the Director-General outlining four possible ways of reducing the length of World 

Health Assemblies: 

(a) the omission of technical discussions; 

(b) the elimination of the requirement under Rule 24 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Assembly that "the proposals of the Committee on Nominations 

shall be communicated t.) the Health Assembly • • • two hours at least before 

the meeting during which the election is to take place"; 

(c) the acceptance of the principle that a certain fixed number of hours 

be spent in plenary on the discussion of general items - the Reports of the 

Executive Board and the Annual Report of the Director-General； 

(d) arrangements for the General Committee to meet whenever possible at a 

time other than 12 noon, for instance following the afternoon meetings of 

the main committees. 
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1.3 The suggestions made during the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in connexion 

with the possibilities of reducing the length of World Health Assemblies, including 

the four suggestions presented by the Direсtor-General, may be summarized as follows: 

U With regard tc>- suggestion (a): a number of delegates favoured the maintenance 

of the technical discussions; one delegate suggested that these discussions could be 

convened, one day before the opening of the Assembly and be completed, during evening 

meetings. 

1.5 With regard to suggestion (b): a number of delegates agreed that it was desirable, 

as an experiment, to eliminate the requirement under Ruie 24 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Assembly. 

1.6 With regard to suggestion (o): 

A number of delegates stated that no attempt should be made to limit the general 

discussion on the Reports of the Executive Board and the Annual Report of the Director-

General . Other delegates averred that no such endeavour should be made without much 

caution and care. 

A few delegates thought a time limit of five minutes for speakers in the general 

discussion might be acceptable, either every year or every second year. 

Other delegates suggested that the Annual Report of the Director-General could be 

discussed only in plenary. 

Finally, as reflected in the wording of resolution WHA13.40, a number of delegates 

suggested the possibility of combining the discussion, in the Committee on Programme 

and Budget, of the Annual Report of the Director-General on the year past and the 

proposed programme and budget estimates for the following year. 

With regard to suggestion (d): several delegates agreed that the General Committee 

might advantageously meet at a time other than 12 noon. The times suggested were that 

the General Committee could meet either at the end of the afternoon plenary or committee 

meetings or early in the morning. 
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1.8 Other suggestions made during the debates In the Assembly 

The Assembly could start on a Monday instead of on a Tuesday. 

The meetings could start at 9.00 instead of 9-50. 

An attempt could be made to have shorter sessions every second year. 

The delegations wishing to make statements on the health situation in their 

countries could, submit written statements which would be published in the records of 

the plenary meetings,.but which would not be read or presented orally. 

1.9 After renewed consideration of the subject as a whole, in the light of the above 

suggestions made during the Thirteenth Assembly, the Director-General wishes to recall 

earlier attempts to shorten assemblies, to formulate some observations and to put for-

ward some concrete proposals for the consideration of the Assembly. 

2. Earlier attempts to shorten the duration of Health Assemblies 

2.1 It may be recalled that in 1952 and 1955 the Health Assembly requested, and the 

Executive Board carried out, a study of the possibilities of shortening Health Assemblies. 

Having considered the report which the Director-General submitted to the Executive Board 

at its eleventh session, the Executive Board adopted resolution EB11.R68 and the Sixth 

World Health Assembly adopted resolution WHA6.58,
1

 in which they inter alia (l) were 

"of the opinion that • . . an attempt to shorten /the7 duration /ôf Assembly sessions7 

further might not be consistent with the numerous functions and important responsibili-

ties of the Assembly" and (2) requested "the Director-General to continue to prepare 

and organize the sessions of the Health Assembly with a view to limiting their duration 

to a reasonable minimum compatible with the agenda of the session". 

1

 Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 5th ed., p. 187 
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，• Observations 

3.1 It was in the light of experience that it was decided to convene the World. Health 

Assembly, beginning with the Sixth World Health Assembly in 1953, on a Tuesday instead 

of on a Monday. The Director-General does not suggest that the Health Assembly decide 

to go back to the former practice. 

3.2 9.ЗО a.m. seems to be an appropriate time for calling the meetings to order, both 

from the point of view of providing time for the delegations to study documentation and 

for the Secretariat to prepare for meetings. In this connexion, it is recalled that 

the earlier Assemblies met at 10.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m. each day instead of 9.3O and 

2.50. 

3.3 It would not seem feasible to convene the technical discussions one day before 

the opening of the Assembly because it would be very difficult if not impossible to 

know in advance of the Assembly the number, names and personal qualifications of the 

delegates and representatives wishing to participate in the technical diecusaions. 

It would thus be difficult to organize the discussion groups efficiently and according 

to such criteria as geograjdiical distribution, languages, etc. 

The reason the item of the Annual Report of the Director-General appears three 

times on any agenda of the Assembly is that this item, vrtiich must evidently be placed 

on the agenda of the plenary meetings of the Assembly, roust also appear on the agenda 

of each of the main committees in conformity with the definition of the terms of 

reference of the main committees as laid down In resolution WHA13.1.
1

 This resolution 

can however be modified by the Assembly. 

趄. Suggested changes In procedure 

心 1 The Executive Board may wish to recommend that the Fourteenth Assembly, as an 

experiment, decide to suspend, in Rule 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, 

the requirement under which there must be two hours at least between the communication 

of the proposals of the Committee on Nominations and the meeting at which the elections 

of the offioers of the Assembly are to take place. 

1

 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth O r — 102, 1-2 
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If.2 The Executive Board, migiht recommend that the Assembly, subject to the concurrence 

and corresponding recommendation of the General Conmiittee of the Assembly, decide that 

the General Committee would normally meet after the adjournment of the afternoon meet-

ings of the Assembly, i.e. at 5Л5 p.m. 

4,5 The Executive Board might also consider the two following possibilities: 

4.5.1 Recommend to the Assembly that, at the beginning of the general discussion in 

plenary on the Reports of the Executive Board and the Annual Report of the Director-

General, the President indicate the time and date of completion of that general dis-

cussion during the normal hours of work, it being understood, that evening plenary 

meetings would be convened as early as possible thereafter, should there still be 

speakers on the list. Normally three plenary meetings during the normal hours of work 

would seem to provide appropriate time for presentation and discussion of these reports. 

4.5.2 The Committee on Prograjrane and Budget, with the concurrence of the Assembly as 

a whole, could organize its work in such a way as to diecuss in a combined way the 

Annual Report of the Dire сtor-General and general considerations concerning the pro-

posed. programme and budget estimates. The detailed scrutiny of the proposed pro-

gramme and of the budget estimates themselves would have to take place after the 

general discussion and after the level of the working budget has been set. 


