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In accordance with the Regulations for the Committee on International
Quarantine, Article 7 , paragraph 5,1 the Director-General has the honour to
submit to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly the tenth report of the Committee

2on International Quarantine.

1 Off. Rec. Wld HIth Org. 56, 72

2 Document WHo/iq/i23
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The Committee on International Quarantine held its tenth meeting in the Palais 
des Nations, Geneva, on 3 May 1962. This was a special meeting convened by the 
Director-General to consider an emergency problem with a view to making recommendations 
to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly.

The Director-General decided to invite the experts who had participated in the 
ninth meeting of the Committee, in view of the fact that the problem to be considered 
had already been examined in a preliminary way at the ninth meeting. The following 
attended:

Members

Dr М. K. Afridi, Vice-Chancellor,:University of Peshawar, Pakistan

Dr J. C. Azurin, Director of Quaiantine, Department of Health, Manila, Philippines

Dr J. A. Bell, Chief, Epidemiological Section, Laboratory of Infectious Diseases, 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesdà',-Maryland, United States of America

Mr R. W. Bonhoff, Facilitation Representative, Deutsche Lufthansa A.G., Cologne,
Federal Republic of Germany

Dr L. H. Murray, Principal Medical Officer, Ministry of Health, London, England

Dr J. N. Robertson, Principal Medical Officer, Medical Public Relations Division, 
Ministry of Health, Accra, Ghana

Secretariat \;
iDr R. I. Hood, Chief Medical Officer, International Quarantine, Division of 

Communicable Diseases (Secretary)

Mr. F. Gutteridge, Chief, Legal;Office

Dr B. Cvjetanovic, Bacterial Diseases

Dr W. A. Karunaratne (Ceylon) and Dr H. M. Penido (Brazil) were unable to attend.



WHO/IQ/123
page 2

The Committee met on the morning of 3 May 1962. Dr P. Dorolle, Deputy 
Director-General, opened the meeting. Dr J. C. Azurin was unanimously elected 
Chairman and Dr J. N. Robertson, Vice-Chairman. The Chairman was requested to 
act as Rapporteur.

The draft agenda ("consideration of El Tor infection and its relationship 
to the International Sanitary Regulations; recommendations to the Fifteenth 
World Health Assembly") was approved.

The Committee recalls that in 1957 at the time of its fifth meeting and 
for some decades prior to that time all reported cases of the disease due to 
El Tor vibrios had been limited to the Celebes. It was on this basis that the 
Committee was of the opinion that this disease should not be included in the
term cholera, a quarantinable disease under the International Sanitary

1 2 Regulations. The Eleventh World Health Assembly endorsed this opinion.

The Committee recalls that in November 1961 at the time of its ninth 
meeting it had expressed the view that "the means of spread and other 
epidemiological aspects of cholera El Tor were not clear and that investigations 
were urgently needed to determine the characteristics of this disease and its 
control measures. The Committee noted with appreciation that the Director- 
General had scheduled a Scientific Group on Cholera Research to meet in early 
1962 to study outstanding questions on cholera and paracholera including the 
value of vaccines. The Committee requested the Director-General to submit at 
its next meeting the results of investigations and the recommendations of the

■jScientific Group".

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 87, 400

2 Resolution WHA1 1 .4 4 , Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 87, 36 

5 WHO/IQ/1 2 1, section 67, p. 27
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The Committee notes that the Director-General convened the Scientific 
Group on Cholera Research in Geneva from 2 to 6 April and, in its Western 
Pacific Regional Office in mid April 19¿2 , a meeting for exchange of information 
on El Tor vibrio infection. The Committee congratulates the Director-General 
on the commendable speed with which action has been taken to convene the above 
meetings to study this problem and to present the information and recommendations 
to a special meeting of this Committee.

The Committee studied the detailed reports of the several outbreaks of 
El Tor infection l_ln Indonesia, in Sarawak (July 1961), in Macao (August 1961), 
in Hong Kong (August 1961), in the Philippines (September 196I) and in North 
Borneo (January 1962)J and considered the views of the experts on these outbreaks, 
including the conclusions and recommendations of the Scientific Group on Cholera 
Research and the findings of the meeting in Manila referred to above.

The Committee, noting that the Scientific Group on Cholera Research 
"having given very careful consideration to all the available evidence about 
the epidemiology and clinical features of El Tor infection, recommended that 
this disease be regarded as essentially identical with classical cholera and 
dealt with as such", is of the opinion that, in the light of the best information 
and knowledge available, cholera El Tor does not differ from classical cholera 
in its epidemiological, clinical and pathological aspects and in measures of 
treatment. The Committee endorses the recommendation of the Scientific Group 
on Cholera Research that "in regard to the use of prophylactic vaccines, 
classical cholera vaccines be used until such time as evidence is produced from 
experimental or field vaccine studies of the absence of a cross protection 
between V. cholerae and El Tor vaccines". Microbiologically, the cholera El 
Tor vibrio differs in only minor aspects from the classical cholera vibrios.
The Committee is of the opinion that urgent action is required to provide
adequate safeguards to countries exposed to the risk of importation of cholera
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The Committee is therefore now of the opinion that cholera, under the 
definition of quarantinable diseases in Article 1 of the Regulations, should 
include cholera due to the El Tor vibrio, and recommends that its opinion given 
at its fifth meeting and endorsed by the Eleventh World Health Assembly should 
be amended accordingly.

The Committee recognizes that there are several gaps in fundamental 
knowledge, both in relation to El Tor and classical cholera, that the World 
Health Organization is engaged in studies of cholera and cholera El Tor, 
including standards for and efficacy of the vaccine, which will, it is hoped, 
supply the necessary information to enable the Committee to keep under review 
its opinion stated above.


