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1. The Fourteenth World Health Assembly, in its resolution WHA14.5>4> noted the

report of the Director-General on resolution 1398 (XIV) of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations on the International Encouragement of Scientific Research into

authorized the Director-General to respond to any request made by the General 

Assembly to nominate candidates for the award of prizes in accordance with the 

procedure approved by the Thirteenth World Health Assembly in its resolution 

WHA13.68, and requested the Director-General to submit a report on any action he' 

might take in this connexion.

This resolution^ was transmitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

who replied that he would be happy to submit to the United Nations General Assembly 

any recommendations made by the World Health Organization.

In pursuance of this resolution,therefore, and in accordance with the 

procedure formulated by the Director-General in consultation with the Secretary- 

General of the United Nations, nominations for the award of the United Nations 

prizes were invited from all Member States, and from national institutes recommended 

by them; from members of the WHO Expert Advisory Panels on Cancer and on other 

related fields ; from members of the WHO Advisory Committee on Medical Research; and 

from the International Union Against Cancer. The closing date for nominations was

2
the Control of Cancerous Diseases, and recalling resolution EB25-68 of the

 ̂ A-
Executive Board and resolution WHA13.68 of the Thirteenth World Health Assembly,
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set at 1 November 1961. An Expert Committee on Cancer was convened from 19 to 

21 December 1961 to study the nominations made and to select from these a list of 

persons who, in the opinion of the Expert Committee, merited consideration for 

the award of a United Nations prize.

1 2 
As requested in resolution WHA14.54? the Director-General reported to the

Executive Board at its twenty-ninth session on the action taken, as summarized in

the preceding paragraph, and submitted to the Board in private session the

confidential report of the Expert Committee on Cancer

2. Action taken by the Executive Board at its twenty-ninth session

3
The attention of the Assembly is drawn to resolution EB29.R17 adopted by 

the Executive Board at its twenty-ninth session, quoted below:

"The Executive Board,

Having considered the report of the Director-General on the action 
taken in connexion with the award of United Nations prizes for the 
international encouragement of scientific research into the control of 
cancerous diseases,

Having studied the confidential report of the Expert Committee on 
Cancer convened to make recommendations for these awards,

1. THANKS the members of the Expert Committee on Cancer for their work;

2. ENDORSES the recommendations made by the Expert Committee ;

3. SUBMITS these recommendations to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly, 
putting in alphabetical order the names of persons recommended for awards;

4-. REQUESTS the Director-General to consult the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations on the questions:

(a) the amount of these awards;

(b) the intervals at which future awards may be made;

5- REQUESTS further the Director-General to report to the Fifteenth World 
Health Assembly on the result of this consultation together with any 
comments and recommendations he may wish to make. "

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed. p. 375 
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In accordance with paragraph 3 of the above resolution, the recommendations 

for the award of the United Nations prizes will be made available to delegates to 

the Fifteenth World Health Assembly in a confidential Conference Room Document, 

which will be distributed at the time at which this item is considered.

3. Consultation with the Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations

In accordance with paragraph 5 of the above resolution, the Director-General 

has the honour to submit to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly the following 

report cn his consultation with the Acting Secretary-General of the United 

Nations on the points raised by the Executive Board:

The Director-General wrote to the Acting Secretary-General of the United 

Nations on 16 March 1962, informing him of the action taken to date on the

question of the United Nations Cancer Prizes, and enclosing copies of his report
1 2 

to the Executive Board, resolution SB29.R17, and the confidential report of the

Expert Committee on Cancer. In this letter, the Director-General summarized the

recommendations of the Expert Committee, which were that six prizes of equal

value should be awarded, five to each of five individual workers and one jointly

to two workers who should each receive half the amount of an individual award.

He then reported the questions raised by the Expert Committee on such points as

the size, frequency, proposed number of awards, and the amount of each, and made

the following proposals for the consideration of the Acting Secretary-General:

(a) that the amount of the six awards now recommended should be $. 10 000

for each individual award, or a total of 60 000, leaving a balance of

40 000 to be- used for awards ~o be made at a later date;

(b) that the next awards should be made in 196/+.

The Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations replied to the Direçter- 

General on 2 April 1962, saying that he was pleased to accept both these proposals, 

and that he would inform the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 

Seventeenth Session of the agreement between himself and the Director-General on 

these points, and would bring to its attention the proposals which would be made 

by the Fifteenth World Health Assembly concerning the pensens to whom the prizes 

should be awarded.
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