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1. DECISIONS OP THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES: Item 10.1 of the Agenda 
(Documents EB25/19 and EB25/59^)

Administrative, Budgetary and Financial Matters

Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the Director-General’s 

report (document EB25/59), said that, in accordance with established procedure, 
the United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions had 
reviewed the administrative budgets of the specialized agencies for I960. The 

Advisory Committee had also reported to the General Assembly on administrative and 
budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and specialized agencies, with 
particular reference-to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. The two 

reports had been discussed at the same time by the General Assembly at its 

fourteenth session and since it seemed that the debate on the reports in the Fifth 

Committee was of interest to WTO, the annexes to document EB25/59 included extracts 

from the summary record of that debate, as well as the text of both reports.

Annex 4 contained some of the comments made by the Advisory Committee in its 

report on the budget estimates of the Technical Assistance Board secretariat for 

I960; and Annex 5 reproduced the report of the Fifth Committee on administrative 

and budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencies.

Section 1.2 of document EB25/59 referred to the Panel of External Auditors 
which had met in Geneva in November 1959 under the chairmanship of Mr Brunskog, 

the External Auditor of WHO and ILO.

Document EB25/59 and its Annexes 1, 2, 4 and 5 are reproduced in Annex 11 
to Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 99
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Section 1.3 dealt with the Working Capital Fund of the United Nations. In its 

report on that question, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 

Questions had recognized that the possibility of a combined working capital fund 

for all organizations of the United Nations system was a question which required 

careful study and had suggested that a more immediate step might be to explore the 

possibility of the agencies making short-term advances from their cash resources to 

the United Nations to meet the critical mid-year shortages of that organization.

The matter had not been debated in the Fifth Committee and no action was therefore 

required by the Executive Board, It would be noted in paragraph 1.3*3 that the 
General Assembly of the United Nations had decided to increase the level of its 

Working Capital Fund from $ 23 500 000 to $ 25 ООО 000 in I960.
The Board would recall the resolution adopted by it at the twenty-third 

session on the review of salaries, allowances and benefits (E323.R9), and section 
2.1 summarized the action resulting from that resolution.

Section 2.2 described the arrangements made for the comprehensive review of 

the Joint Staff Pension Fund to which reference had been made in the Director- 

General’s report to the Board at its twenty-third session. It was hoped that the 
expert group appointed to conduct the review would be able to make its report in 
time to be considered by the Joint Staff Pension Board in the late spring and 

subsequently by the ACC, and that the recommendations arising out of the review 

would be submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations at its fifteenth 
session in the autumn of I960. It was likely that some increased costs would be 

involved which would have repercussions on the annual budget of WHO.



Part III of the Advisory Committee’s report on administrative and budgetary 

co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencies (Annex 1) dealt 
with programme appraisals, which were the subject of a separate agenda item 10.3 
(Implementation of resolutions 665C (XXIV) and 691®  (XXVI) of the Economic and Social 

Council: programme appraisals - report on action taken). Part IV, concerning 

administrative and operational services costs, would be dealt with under item 5»1 

(WHO participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance).

Part VIII reported on the amount of the working capital fund of each of the 

organizations; while Part IX concerned participation in Special Fund activities., 
which would be dealt with under item 10.2 of the Agenda (Special Fund of the United 

Nations). Part X referred to field offices. In Part XI the Advisory Committee 
offered comments on specific points in the i960 budget of WHO. The comments in 

connexion with the special accounts had been dealt with under agenda item 9*6 
(Consideration of amalgamation of special accounts into a single fund); while those 

on the International Health and Medical Research Year would be considered under 

item 2.3. Ttoe question of a suitable reimbursement to WHO by the United Nations 

for WHO’s investment in the Palais des Nations, referred to in paragraph 73 of the 

Advisory Committee’s report, would be dealt with under 9*9 (headquarters accommodation).

Annex 2 to document EB25/59 reproduced the Advisory Committee's report on adminis
trative and budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized 
agencies, with particular reference to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. 

Paragraph 1 referred to the special studies undertaken by the Advisory Committee at 

the headquarters of the various organizations which participated in the Expanded 

Programme of Technical Assistance. The report of the Advisory Committee on WHO 

had been submitted to the twelfth session of the General Assembly (Official Records 

No. 83, Annex 7)*
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The Advisory Committee had interpreted tho mandate which, it had received from 
the General Assembly and the Fifth Committee as calling for a broad overall review 
of the general problems of administrative and budgetary co-ordination, giving par
ticular attention to the operation of the Expanded Programme4 In paragraph 6 of 
its report, the Advisory Committee referred to the application of priorities, one 
of the two major points which it had attempted to isolate. The second issue was 
the allocation between regular and Technical Assistance funds of administrative and 
operational services costs, which would be dealt with under item 5«1 of the agenda.

In Part V of the report (Integration - Planning and Review of Programmes), 
specific reference was made in paragraph 20(d) to the procedures of VEO, while 
paragraphs 24-27 dealt with the longer-term planning of programmes, and paragraphs 
28-29 concerned the administrative and budgetary review of programmes. In Part VI, 
paragraph 32, on the progress of integration, it was stated thats "For organizations 
where the regular programme did not include any operational element of the technical 
assistance type, participation in the Expanded Programme meant the beginning of a 
new type of activity. ” That had not been the case with WHO since, from its inception. 
Technical Assistance had been fully integrated with the total programme of the 
Organization, as were the operational and administrative services involved.

Paragraph 36 reported that internal financial control in the organizations 
seemed satisfactory as to Technical Assistance allocations as well as regular funds.

The question of a "consolidated budget" was raised in paragraphs 4-7 and 48 as 
a possible means of solving the complex problems of co-ordination. The question 
was of great interest to WHO, which would no doubt wish to give the matter close 
attention if it were to be pursued further, In paragraph 49 it was stated that:



EB25/toin/7 Rev.l - 16Д -

"Although the development of a consolidated budget, which might appear to be the 
simplest approach to co-ordination if other considerations were not present, has 
not been pursued further, some progress has been made, through alternative means, 
in a number of matters.1' It was not certain that co-ordination necessarily meant 
a co-ordinated budget; that was perhaps a device to obtain control rather than 
co-ordination.

In tho report of the Fifth Committee on administrative and budgetary co-ordination 
between tho United Nations and the specialized agencies (Annex 5), paragraphs 4, 5 and 
6 concerned the possible use of the Advisory Committee in connexion with the examina
tion of some of the special programmes of the United Nations itself, a number of which 
had not hitherto been submitted to the Advisory Conmittee or been scrutinized by the 
Fifth Committee of the General Assembly. Reference was made, once more, in paragraph 
7, to the question of a consolidated general budget, without any conclusion being 
recorded. It was suggested, in paragraph 8, that in the meantime better co-operation 
between programming bodies on the one hand and administrative bodies on the other 
could be achieved by enlarging the terms of reference of the Advisory Committee so 
as to enable it to respond to direct requests for advice in the fields of its 
competence, from organs and committees of the United Nations concerned with special 
programmes.

Finally, Annex 5 included the text of the General Assembly resolution 1437 
(XIV) on administrative and budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and 
the specialized agencies, which would also be of interest in relation to agenda 
item 3 .3.
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In do ciment EB23/Ï9 the Di rector-0 enoral submitted for information the twenty- 

third report of the Administrative Committee on Co~ox’dination to the Economic and 
Social Council (General review of the development and the co-ordination of the 
economic, social and human rights programmes and activities of the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies as a whole)*

The СНАШШГ submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration 
of the Board?

The Executive Board

Having considered the report of the Director-General on co
ordination 'with and decisions of tl-э United ration, the specialized 
agencies and IAEA on ed/tf. cistratito.• budgetary and financiej, questions,

NOTES the report.

Decision», The resolution was adopted, (see resolution ЗВ25Л126),

2» ASSEMBLE PROCEDURES FOR В Ш Ш  THE РЙХ&АММЗ, BUDGST AND ANCJXLAHZ
ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND PE.1S0NIÎEL MATTERS » Item 20 of the Agenda 
(Official Records No, j 6 , Resolution EDl&oRf# end Annex 19; Resolutions,
VÉÂ']Z).2f,' EB21oR13> VJHATU20,.EB2>jaS and WHA12O 0; Docuroent_£325/61-)'

Mr SIEGEL, in introducing document E325/61, said that the Board would recall 
that it had examined a proposal at its nineteenth session; (a) to establish a 
budget working group of the Health Assembly to conduct a detailed examination of the 

annual programme and budget estimates; (b) to invite the General Assembly of the 
United Nations to make available its Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions periodically to make a detailed study of the administrative aspects of the 

programme and budget estimates; and (c) to request the Executive Board and the Director 

Gensral to study the problem of tho all̂ ĉ tî n of priorities to projects included in 
the annual programma and budget estimates c.
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Document EB25/61 described the development» leading up to the adoption of 
resolution WHA12.30 by the World Health Assembly, which asked the Executive Board 
to report on the matter at an appropriate time, after its consideration had several 
times been deferred to await a report from the Director-General on the action taken 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on the work of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. That report had been submitted under 
item 10.1 of the agenda as document EB25/59, which provided the Board with a full 
report of the action taken concerning paragraph (b) of the proposal examined by 
the Executive Board at its nineteenth session.

In regard to paragraphs (a) and (c) of the original proposal, relating to a 
budget working group and to priorities, the Director-General had no information to 
add to that given in his report to the Executive Board at its twenty-third session 

(Official Records No. 91# Annex 18).

Dr van Zile HYDE said that it was his understanding that the General Assembly 

had, in paragraph II 2 of resolution 1437 (XIV), authorized the Advisory Committee 
"to meet as it deems necessary and appropriate at the various offices of the United 
Nations and at the headquarters of the specialized agencies ... and, at the request 
of those agencies, to advise them on administrative and financial matters'*. If 
the position was that the United Nations General Assembly had authorized the 
Advisory Committee to respond to such requests, the question was whether or not 
WHO was going to invite the Advisory Conanittee to make a study. If so, the Board 

might discuss when such an invitation should be made and what form it should take*
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Mr SIEGEL thought that was a fair statement of the situation. Many delegates 
in the General Assembly and the Fifth Committee had said that paragraph П  2 seemed 
to add nothing to t he existing practice, since the Advisory Committee had in fact 

visited agencies at their headquarters to examine their annual administrative budgets, 
and since it had a right to do so if it wished rather than ask the D ire с t or -̂ Gene ral 

(in the case of WHO) to go to United Nations headquarters. The only new element 

introduced was in paragraph II 1, which did not apply to specialized agencies, and 
seemed to stem from a recognition that the United Nations was not yet in a position 

where all its own activities were fully reviewed by the Advisory Committee. Before 
the adoption of the resolution, as in the future, WHO could invite the Advisory 
Committee to visit its headquarters, but it was also true that the Committee oould do 

so without an invitation, WHO had given and would continue to give careful 
consideration to any advice and comments the Advisory Committee might care to make*

Dr van Zile HYDE thought that the question should not simply be referred once 

more to the World Baalth. Assembly'̂ nd„tb<i*-tiie-̂ 5ew,eteri<rtujaigbĵ £iiege6t̂ >«laat̂ ct4o3a 
could be taken.

The CHAIRMAN said that it was for the Executive Board to decide what action to 
propose to the Health Assembly* The question was whether it was satisfied with the 

way the budget was controlled, whether it wished to maintain the status quo, or 
whether it wished to seek advice from an external body. If the Board was satisfied 

it should say so; if, on the other hand, it thought it desirable that an external 
body should examine the budget estimates it should make that clear*
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Dr CHATTY suggested that the Board should express its satisfaction with the 
status quo to the Health Assembly.

Professor ETEMADIAN supported the view expressed by Dr Chatty and could see no 
reason for change.

Mr BRADY asked what decisions had been taken by the Board in regard to the other 

two aspects of the original proposal referred to in paragraph 2.2 of document EB25/61.

Dr METCALFE asked what questions the Advisory Committee would be required to 

look into, if it were decided to accept the offer of its advice.

Mr SIEGEL, replying to Mr Brady, said that, while definitive aotion on points 
(a) and (c) in paragraph 1.1 of document EB25/61 awaited completion of the Board's 

study on point (b), the Director-General had on request submitted to the Board at its 
twenty-first session a full report, with voluminous background information, which was 
published as Annex 6 to Official Records No, 83» To deal adequately with points 

(a) and (c) it might indeed be desirable for the Board to have that annex before it.
Dr Metcalfe's question was more difficult to answer. His own feeling was that 

both the Board and the Health Assembly must carefully consider whether there were 
any deficiencies in WHO's present arrangements for examiriing the proposed annual 

programme and budget and reviewing administrative and financial questions. If these 
arrangements were thought to be inadequate, there was no theoretical objection to 
submitting any specific points for examination by an outside group of experts, though 
he would point out that under the present system annual consultations were already 

held with the United Nations Advisory Committee. It was true that the consultation
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was always very brief, but the extent of the Advisory Committee»s examination was 
determined by itself and not by WHO, whose representatives were always ready to 

discuss any point the Advisory Committee might select. Following such annual 
consultations, the part of the Advisory Committee's report relating to WHO, together 
with any remarks on other organizations in the same position, had regularly, since 
the inception of WHO, been submitted to the Executive Board and then examined in turn 
by the Health Assembly, which he believed had always taken into consideration any 

relevant comments. Such reports had usually been reproduced in the Official Records.

The CHAIRMA.N suggested that Dr Metcalfe would find further enlightenment if he 
referred to the proposal by the Government of Canada from which the present discussion 

originally stemmed* On page 107 of Official Records No. 76, in sub-paragraph 6(a), 
appeared the sentence: "The United Nations Advisory Committee, when it made its 
periodic reviews, would examine the estimates with a view to recommending immediate 

economies and future improvements in financial, administrative and personnel policies 
and procedures

Dr van Zile HYDE thought that regarding point (b) in paragraph 1.1 of 

document EB25/61 the position was now somewhat clearer. The United Nations Advisory 
Committee had in the past given valuable assistance in reviewing certain questions.
He personally would hesitate to assert categorically that there was no room for 

improvement in the Organization is administrative and financial procedures, and would 
be ready to accord to any properly constituted and duly qualified body the opportunity 
to examine them. Indeed, he had enough confidence in WHO to believe that such a body 

would learn at least as much as it would teach. He suggested that the Board might
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adopt a resolution thanking the Advisory Committee for its past assistance and advice 
and cordially inviting the Committee, at its own convenience, to make a more thorough 
review of WHO budgetary procedures and related matters.

Regarding Mr Brady*s question and Mr Siegel is answer, it was his own understanding 

that the Health Assembly had .already decided not to establish a budget working group 
and that the allocation of priorities to projects had already been studied, so that 
points (a) and (c) were actually disposed of*

Mr SIEGEL said it was true that the Eighth World Health Assembly had'decided not 

to establish a budget working group, but that decision had related only to the session 
at which it had been taken. It was also true that the question of priorities had 
been considered in the study made by the Board at its twenty-first session, but no 
final conclusions had been drawn. Both questions must therefore be considered as 
remaining open, and he believed that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly would 

require full comments on them from the Board. As he had already said, definitive 
action had been postponed pending full information to enable the Assembly to decide 

on point (b)«

Mr BRADY said he wished only to request that any draft resolution containing 

proposals that would constitute a definitive settlement of any of the three points at 
issue should be submitted in time to enable members of the Board to consider all the 

implications before a vote was taken.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that three or four members of the Board be selected to 

assist the Rapporteur in drafting a resolution expressing the feeling of the Boardj 

for, except for differences of emphasis, there seemed to be general agreement*
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Dr van Zile HYDE thought that more remained to be done than simply draft a 

resolution in the light of the explanations given by the Secretariat. The Board 

had to decide important points of principle on the three parts of the proposal.

In view of the complexity of the history of the question and the voluminous back

ground documentation, he felt a working party should be appointed to carry out a 

more thorough examination and report back to the Board with its suggestions.

The CHAIRMAN said he did not see much difference between his own proposal to 

appoint a small group to assist the Rapporteur and Dr Hyde's proposal to set up a 

working party. However, he felt that the Board must first answer in principle 
the three questions at issue. The first of those questions was whether to recommend 

to the Health Assembly the establishment of a budget working group. Putting the 

question to a vote by show of hands, he noted no votes in favour of such a recom
mendation, one against, and a number of abstentions.

Dr van Zile HYDE, raising a point of order, reminded the Chairman that he had 

proposed the appointment of a working party to clarify the substance of the question. 
He had thought that the Chairman would ask the Board to decide for or against the 

appointment of such a working party before requiring it to vote on the question of 

substance. Actually, the result of the vote just taken seemed to bear out his view 
that the Board did not yet fully understand the issues and was not really ready to 
express an opinion until they were clarified.

Dr MUNOZ-PUGLISEVICH agreed with Dr Hyde.
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Dr CHATTY said he was sure that all members of the Board were interested in the 

item under discussion and that therefore any working party appointed should not have 
fewer than eighteen members. Why, then, should the Board not continue the discussion 

as if it were the proposed working party?

The CHAIRMAN said he had thought that the Board was in tacit agreement with his 

proposal to appoint a group to draft a resolution. He had also thought that a vote 
on the question of substance must first be taken for the guidance of the drafting 

group, since, like Dr Chatty, he did not think that any limited group could take a 
decision on behalf of the Board as a whole. It now appeared that some members wished 
for a more thorough examination of the question before a decision was taken, and in 

that regard he thought that Dr Chatty, like himself, would have no objection to 
entrusting such an examination to a working party, on the understanding that the Board 
would still be free to discuss the matter fully after the working party had clarified 

any obscure points.
He asked if there were any objections to disregarding the vote that had just been 

taken and, seeing none, noted that the rule requiring a two-thirds majority for 

reversing a decision taken could be considered as complied with.
He suggested that the proposed working party should consist of Dr Chatty,

Dr van Zile Hyde, Mr Brady, Dr Muñoz-Puglisevich, Profeasor Etemadian and Mr Buu-Kinh.

It was so agreed.
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Dr van Zile HYDE asked if it would be possible for the Secretariat to draft 

for the use of the working group a document containing relevant excerpts from the 

volumes of the Official Records mentioned during the discussion, as they were not 

readily available.

Mr SIEGEL replied that, as the working party consisted of only six members, it 

would be simpler to provide copies of the Official Records. It would be difficult 

to extract from the Annexes what was most pertinent, since the material which had 

been printed was all considered pertinent.

(For consideration of working party’s report, see minutes of the eighteenth 

meeting, section 4.)

3. REPORT ON THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE AMERICAS/XI
MEETING OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РАНО: Item 8.2 of the Agenda
(Document ЕВ25/Ю)

Dr HORWITZ, Regional Director for the Americas, said that the eleventh session 

of the Regional Committee/Directing Council of РАНО (held in Washington from

21 to 30 September 1959) had been attended by representatives of twenty-one 
countries as well as of the Organization of American States, FAO and UNICEF and 

seventeen non-governmental organizations. The Government of Canada had sent an 

observer. Mr Siegel had represented the Director-General. Fifteen plenary 
meetings had been held, including one honouring the former Regional Director,

Dr Soper, in accordance with the resolution of the XV Pan American Sanitary 

Conference, Thirty-three resolutions were adopted.

The Regional Committee had discussed various technical matters arising out of 

the report of the Regional Director, had given careful consideration to the financial
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situation of PASB, and had examined some points arising out of resolutions of the 

Twelfth World Health Assembly. It had then discussed the progress of the 250 

projects (168 country, 70 inter-country and 12 inter-regional) in operation during 
1958. In that connexion it had been noted that the rapid population growth in 

the Region was constantly widening the gap between needs and resources, and that 

WHO must endeavour to adapt its policies and programmes to the consequent emphasis 

placed by governments on promoting general economic development.
The 250 projects were in four main fields of action, the first of which was 

assistance to governments for the integration of local and improving of national 

health services. During 1958 and 1959 sueh projects had been in operation in 

fifteen of the twenty countries of Latin America (he referred particularly to the 

five-year plan being carried out in Paraguay and Honduras). Progress in Colombia 
and in other countries should also be mentioned. In Cuba, a consultant of the 

Organization had prepared a programme for reorganization of the health services and 

to start a pilot programme in Pina del Rio. Educational activities played an 

important part in all projects for the improvement of public health services, 4-52 

health workers of various categories having attended training courses in nine 

countries during 1958. Emphasis was also laid, in view of the conditions prevailing 
in the Region, on maternal and child health, rural sanitation and communicable 

disease control.

The Regional Committee had given particular attention to environmental 

sanitation, the subject of resolution XVT, reproduced on pages 36-38 of the Regional 

Committee's report (document ЕВ25/Ю). It was roughly estimated that the water 

available to 100 ООО 000 people in the Region was inadequate either in quantity, or 

in quality, or in both. That had important implications not only for health but
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also for general economic development. The technical discussions during the session 

had been devoted to the topic of "Technical, financial, legal and administrative 
aspects of water supply in the urban environment in tho Americas". Stress had been 

laid on the educational aspect of the problem: convincing the public of the need to 

provide the necessary funds and governments of the need to plan at the national level. 
He quoted sub-paragraph (10) of resolution XVI: "To request that international and 

national financial institutions accord high priority to requests for loans to carry 

out water supply programs, since water is essential in the life of man and fundamental 
to the economic development of nations." In connexion with paragraph (4) of the 

same resolution, the United States Surgeon-General, Dr Burney, had announced to the 
Regional Committee that his government was contributing 0 200 000 to the special 
account for the community water supply programme.

The second main field of activity was education and training. Assistance had 
continued in the field of medical education, with emphasis on preventive medicine, 
basic sciences and pediatrics. A total of 116 fellowships had been awarded for 
studies at the public health schools of Sao Paulo, Mexico City and Santiago. In 
Venezuela and Colombia advisory services had been provided in improving the teaching 
of public health, and to Argentina in establishing a school. During 1959 a seminar 
on the analysis of the teaching of public health for the schools of Latin America 
had been held in Mexico, and a seminar on the teaching of public health at schools 

of veterinary medicine had been held in Kansas City. Assistance had also been 
given to Brazil in organizing a seminar on infantile diarrhoeas for the north-east 
area of the country, and to the University of El Valle, Cali, Colombia, in organizing 
a seminar on the teaching of internal medicine, with particular reference to the 
introduction into the entire syllabus of the concepts of preventive medicine.



EB25/Min/7 Rev.l - 176 -

With regard to fellowships, in 1958, 560 had been awarded, out of which 203 
were for the malaria eradication programme. In addition, programmes of studies for 

144 fellows coming from other regions were arranged. Up to September in 1959, 361 
fellowships had already been awarded.

In the third main field, that of communicable diseases, the Regional Committee 

had naturally paid particular attention to malaria eradication. Up to mid-1959, the 
position was that in five countries and four territories spraying operations had been 
proceeding according to plan, but better evaluation methods were required. In two 

of those territories the surveillance stage had already been reached. In nine 
countries and two territories spraying had to be continued longer than originally 

planned, particularly in Central America where problems of insecticide resistance and 
of extra-domiciliary transmission had arisen. In British Guiana, Trinidad, Tobago 
and a few parts of Venezuela the particular epidemiological conditions prevailing 

made a programme of treatment necessary for complete eradication. Two recently 
launched programmes, in Argentina and Brazil, had begun satisfactorily, and a survey 

had been earried out during 1959 preparatory to launching a programme in Cuba. In 

Haiti operations had been suspended for financial reasons but it was hoped that they 
would start again during I960. Throughout the Region, the assistance of the United 

States International Co-operation Administration and of UNICEF had been of great value, 

and co-ordination with WHO had been very effective.
The Regional Office had recently organized with the Government of Brazil a 

seminar on evaluation techniques in malaria eradication. In addition, twelve 
training courses had been held (at centres in Venezuela, Mexico, Sao Paulo and 

Jamaica) attended by 291 malaria workers, 82 of them from other regions.



Before leaving the subject of malaria eradication, he called the attention of 

the Board to resolution XXXII of the Regional Committee (reproduced on pages 49-50 

of its report) on a register of areas where malaria was eradicated. In that 

connexion, the Government of Venezuela, with the assistance of a group of WHO 

experts, had carried out an evaluation of their eradication programme during the 

past year, and the report, which he believed was now ready, indicated that, apart 

from the small areas he had mentioned, malaria had disappeared from the country.

On page 9 of the report it was stated that in the period 194-9-1958 no cases 
of smallpox had been reported in seven countries and fifteen other areas, but that 
fifteen countries and other areas had reported a total of 103 491 cases, with 
16 000 deaths. The situation had improved enormously, for in 1958 there had been 

only 3600 cases and in 1959» 3000. Thanks to the regional vaccination programme, 
the figures would have been even lower if it had not been for epidemic outbreaks 

in two countries. He drew the Board's attention to resolution XXI (pages 41-42 of 

the Regional Committee’s report) on the status of smallpox eradication in the 
Americas.

The Regional Committee had noted that two additional countries, Guatemala and 
Honduras, had joined the eleven countries and territories already free of the urban 
vector of yellow fever.

Noting the lateness of the hour, Dr Horwitz suggested that he should continue 

his statement at the next meeting.

It was so agreed. (See minutes of the eighth meeting, section 2.)

- 177/178 - EB25/foin/7 Rev.l

The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m.
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1, DECISIONS OP THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AFFECTING WHO'S ACTIVITIES (ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
BUDGETARY MATTERS): Item 10.1 of the Agenda (Documents EB25/19 and EB25/59)

»Mr SIEGEL, Assistant Director-General, introducing the Director-General's
*report on that item (document EB25/59) said that, in accordance with established 

procedure, the United Nations Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions had reviewed the administrative budgets of the specialized agencies for 
i960. The Advisory Committee had also reported to the General Assembly on 

administrative and budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and specialized 
agencies, with particular reference to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance.
The two reports had been discussed at the same time by the General Assembly at its 

fourteenth session and since it seemed that the debate on the reports in the Fifth 
Committee was of interest to WHO, the annexes to document EB25/59 included extracts 

from the summary record of that debate, as well as the text of both reports. Annex 4 

contained some of the comments made by the Advisory Committee in its report on the 
budget estimates of the Technical Assistance Board secretariat for i960; and Annex 5 

reproduced the report of t-he Fifth Committee on administrative and budgetary co
ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencies.

Section 1.2 of document EB25/59 referred to the Panel of External Auditors 

which had been held in Geneva in November 1959 under the chairmanship of Mr Brunskog, 
the External Auditor of WHO and ILO.

Section I.3 dealt with the Working Capital Fund of the United Nations. In its 
report on that question, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Question.

EB25/M±n/7
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had reoognized that the possibility of a combined working capital fund for all 

organizations of the United Nations system was a question which required careful 

study and had suggested that a more immediate step might be to explore the possibility 

of the agencies making short-term advances from their cash resources to the United 
Nations to meet the critical mid-year shortages of that organization. The matter 

had not been debated in the Fifth Committee and no action was therefore required by 
the Executive Board. It would be noted in paragraph 1.3*3 that the General Assembly 

of the United Nations had decided to increase the level of its Working Capital Fund 
from $ 23 500 000 to $ 25 ООО 000 in i960.

The Board would recall the resolution adopted by it at the twenty-third session 
on the review of salaries, allowances and benefits (EB23.R9), and section 2.1 
summarized the action resulting from that resolution.

Section 2.2 described the arrangements made for the comprehensive review of the 

Joint Staff Pension Fund to which reference had been made in the Director-General's 

report to the Board at its twenty-third session. It was hoped that the expert group 
appointed to conduct the review would be able to make its report in time to be 

considered by the Joint Staff Pension Board in the late spring and subsequently by 

the ACC, and that the recommendations arising out of the review would be submitted 
to the General Assembly of the United Nations at its fifteenth session in the autumn 

of i960. It was likely that some increased costs would be involved which would have 

repercussions on the annual budget of WHO.
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Fart III of the Advisoiy Committee1s report on administrative and budgetary 
co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized agencies (Annex 1) dealt 
with programme appraisals, which were the subject of a separate agenda item 10,3 
(Implementation of resolutions 665C (XXIV) and 6%D (XXVI) of the Economic and Social 
Council; programme appraisals - report on action taken). Part IV concerning 
administrative and operational services costs would be dealt with under item 5.1 (WHO 
participation in the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance)*

Part VIII reported on the amount of the working capital fund of each of the 
organizationsj while Part IX concerned participation in Special Fund activities which 
would be dealt with under item 10,2 of the Agenda (Special Fund of the United Nations). 
Part X referred to field offices. In Part XI the Advisory Committee offered comments 
on specific points in the I960 budget of WHO. The comments in connexion with the 
special accounts had. been dealt with under agenda item 9,6 (Consideration of amalgamation 
of special accounts into a single fund); while those on the International Health and 
Medical Research Year would be considered under item 2.3. The question of a suitable 
reimbursement to WHO by the United Nations for WHO1s investment in the Palais des 
Nations, referred to in paragraph 73 of the Advisory Committee’s report, would be 
dealt with under 9.9 (Headquarters Accommodation),

Annex 2 to document EB25/59 reproduced the Advisory Committee’s report on 
v dministrative and budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and the specialized 
agencies, with particular reference to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance. 
Paragraph 1 referred to the special studies undertaken by the Advisory Committee at 
tho headquarters of the various organizations which participated in the Expanded Pro
gramme of Technical Assistance. The report of the Advisory Committee on WHO had been 
submitted to the Twelfth Session of the General Assembly (Official Records No. 82,

Annex 7)®
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The Advisory Committee had interpreted the mandate which it had received from 
the General Assembly and the Fifth Committee as calling for a broad overall review 
of the general problems of administrative and budgetary co-ordination, giving par
ticular attention to the operation of the Expanded Programme. In paragraph 6 of 
its report, the Advisory Committee referred to the application of priorities, one 
of the two major points which it had attempted to isolate. The second issue was 
the allocation between regular and Technical Assistance funds of administrative and 
operational services costs, which would be dealt with under item 5«1 of the agenda.

In Part V of the report (Integration - Planning and Review of Programmes), 
specific reference was made in paragraph 20(d) to the procedures of WHO, while 
paragraphs 24-27 dealt with the longer-term planning of programmes, and paragraphs 
28—29 concerned the administrative and budgetary review of programmes. In Part VI, 
paragraph on the progress of integration, it was stated that: "For organizations 
where the regular programme did not include any operational element of the technical 
assistance type, participation in the Expanded Programme meant the beginning of a 
new type of activity. " That had not been the case with WHO since, from its inception, 
Technical Assistance had been fully integrated with the total programme of the 
Organization, as were the operational and administrative services involved.

Paragraph ¿6 reported that internal financial control in the organizations 
seemed satisfactory as to Technical Assistance allocations as well as regular funds.

The question of a "consolidated budget" was raised in paragraphs 47 and 48 as 
a possible means of solving the complex problems of co-ordination. The question 

was of great interest to WHO, which would no doubt wish to give the matter close 
attention if it were to be pursued further. In paragraph 49 it was stated that:



"Although the development of a consolidated budget, which might appear to be the 
simplest approach to co-ordination if other considerations were not present, has 
not been pursued further, some progress has been made, through alternative means, 
in a number of matters. 11 It was not certain that co-ordination necessarily meant 
a co-ordinated -budget; that was perhaps a device to obtain control rather than 
co-ordination.

In the report of the Fifth Committee on administrative and budgetary co-ordination 
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies (Annex 5 ) , paragraphs 4, 5 and 
6 concerned the possible use of the Advisory Committee in connexion with the examina
tion of some of the special programmes of the United Nations itself, a number of which 
had not hitherto been submitted to the Advisory Committee or been scrutinized by the 
Fifth Committee of the General Assembly. Reference was made, once more, in paragraph 
7, to the question of a consolidated general budget, without any conclusion being 
recorded. It was suggested, in paragraph 8, that in the meantime better co-operation 
between programming bodies on the one hand and administrative bodies on the other 
could be achieved by enlarging the terms of reference of the Advisory Committee so 
as to enable it to respond to direct requests for advice in the fields of its 
competence, from organs and committees of the United Nations concerned with special 
programmes.

Finally, Annex 5 included the text of the General Assembly resolution 14J7 
(XIV) on administrative and budgetary co-ordination between the United Nations and 
the specialized agencies# which would also be of interest in relation to agenda
■’tem 3.3*

EB25/MIn/7
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In document EB25/19 the Director-General submitted for information the twenty- 

third report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to the Economic and 
Social Council (General Review of the development and the co-ordination of the 
economic, social and human rights programmes and activities of the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies as a whole).

The CHAIRMAN submitted the following draft resolution for the consideration 
of the Board:

The Executive Board
Having considered the report of the Director-General on co

ordination with and decisions of the United Nations, the specialized 
agencies and IAEA on administrative, budgetary and financial questions,

NOTES the report.

Decision: The resolution was adopted.

2. ASSEMBLY PROCEDURES FOR EXAMINING THE PROGRAMME, BUDGET AND ANCILLARY
ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL MATTERS{ Item 3 .3 of the Agenda 
(Official Records No. 76, Resolution ЕВ19хД5̂  and Annex 19; Resolutions..
WHA10.27, EB21«m>, WHfiJLU-20, EB23*m8 and WHA1200; Docyiûent̂ JEB25/6l.>

Mr SIEGEL, in introducing document EB25/61, said that the Board would recall 
that it had examined a proposal at its nineteenth session: (a) to establish a 
budget working group of the Health Assembly to conduct a detailed examination of the 
annual programme and budget estimates; (b) to invite the General Assembly of the 
United Nations to make available its Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions periodically to make a detailed study of the administrative aspects of the 
programme and budget estimates; and (c) to request the Executive Board and the Director' 

General to study the problem of the allocation of priorities to projects included in 
the annual programme and budget estimates.



Document EB25/61 dcscribcd the developments leading up to the adoption of 
resolution WHA.12c50 by the World Health Assembly, which asked the Executive Board 
to report on the matter at an appropriate time, after its consideration had several 
times been deferred to await a report from the Director-General on the action taken 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on the work of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, That report had been submitted under 
item 10.1 of the agenda as document E325/59,. which provided the Board with a full 
report of the action taken concerning paragraph (b) of the proposal examined by 
the Executive Board at its nineteenth session.

In regard to paragraphs (a) and (c) of the original proposal, relating to a 
budget working group and to priorities, the Director-General had no information to 
add to that given in his report to the Executive Board at its twenty-third session 
(Official Records No. 91» Annex 18)„

Dr van Zile HYDE said that it was his understanding that the General Assembly 

had̂  in paragraph II 2 of resolution 14̂ 7 (XIV), authorized the Advisory Committee 
"to meet as it deems necessary and appropriate at the various offices of the United 
Nations and at the headquarters of tho specialized agencies ... and, at the request 
of those agencies, to advise them on administrative and financial matters". If 
the position was that the United Nations General Assembly had authorized the 
Advisory Committee to respond to such requests, the question was whether or not 
WHO was going to invite the Advisory Committee to make a study. If so, the Board 
might discuss when such an invitation should be made and what form it should take.

EB25/Min/7
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№  SX3Œ5L thought that was a fair statement of the situation. Many delegates 
in the General Assembly and the Fifth Committee had said that paragraph II 2 seemed 
to add nothing tothe existing practice, since the Advisory Committee had in fact 

visited agencies at their headquarters to examine their annual administrative budgets, 
and since it had a right to do so if it wished rather than ask the Director-General 

(in the case of WHO) to go to United Nations headquarters* The only new element 

introduced was in paragraph II 1, which did not apply to specialized agencieŝ  and 
seemed to stem from a recognition that the United Nations was not yet in a position 

where all its own activities were fully reviewed by the Advisory Committee с Before 
the adoption of the resolution, as in the future, WHO could invite the Advisory 
Committee to visit its headquarters, but it was also true that the Committee could do 
so without an invitation» WHO had given and would continue to give careful 
consideration to any advice and comments the Advisory Committee might care to make 0

Dr van Zile НШЕ thought that the question should not simply be referred once 

more to the World Health Assembly and that the Secretariat might suggest what action 
could be takenо

The CHAIRMAN said that it was for the Executive Board to decide what action to 
propose to the Health Assembly* The question was whether it was satisfied with the 

way the budget was controlled, whether it wished to maintain the status quo, or 
whether it wished to seek advice from an external body. If the Board was satisfied 
it should say so 5 if, on the other hand, it thought it desirable that an externa], 

body should examine the budget estimates it should make that clear»
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Dr CHATTY suggested that the Board should express its satisfaction with the 
status quo to the Health Assembly,

Professor ETEMADIAN supported the view expressed by Dr Chatty and could see no 
reason for change,

Mr BRADY asked what decisions had been taken by the Board in regard to the other 

two aspects of the original proposal referred to in paragraph 2.2 of document EB25/61.

Dr METCALFE asked what questions the Advisory Committee would be required to 
look into, if it were decided to accept the offer of its advice»

Mr SIEGEL, replying to Mr Brady, said that, while definitive aotion on points 
(a) and (c) in paragraph 1.1 of document EB25/61 awaited completion of the Board is 

study on point (b), the Director-General had on request submitted to the Board at its 
twenty-first session a full report, with voluminous background information, which was 

published as Annex 6 to Official Records No, 83. To deal adequately with points 

(a) and (c) it might indeed be desirable for the Board to have that annex before it.
Dr Metcalfe >s question was more difficult to answer. His ода feeling was that 

both the Board and the Health Assembly must carefully consider whether there were 
any deficiencies in WH0*s present arrangements for examining the proposed annual 
programme and budget and reviewing administrative and financial questions. If those 

arrangements were thought to be inadequate, there was no theoretical objection to 
submitting any specific points for examination by an outside group of experts, though 

he would point out that under the present system annual consultations were already 
held with the United Nations Advisory Committee. It was true that the consultation
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•was always very brief, but the extent of the Advisory Committee*s examination was 

determined by itself and not by WHO, whose representatives were always ready to 

discuss any point the Advisory Committee might select. Following such annual 
consultations, the part of the Advisory Committee's report relating to WHO, together 

with any remarks on other organizations in the same position, had regularly, since 
the inception of WHO, been submitted to the Executive Board and then examined in turn 
by the Health Assembly, which he believed had always taken into consideration any 

relevant comments» Such reports had usually been reproduced in the Official Records.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that Dr Metcalfe would find further enlightenment if he 
referred to the proposal by the Government of Canada from which the present discussion 

originally stemmed, On page 107 of Official Records No, 76, in sub-paragraph 6(a), 
appeared the sentence: "The United Nations Advisory Committee, when it made its 
periodic reviews, would examine the estimates with a view to recommending immediate 

economies and future improvements in financial, administrative and personnel policies 
and procedures."

Dr van Zile HYDE thought that regarding point (b) in paragraph 1.1 of 

document EB25/61 the position was now somewhat clearer¿ The United Nations Advisory 

Committee had in the past given valuable assistance in reviewing certain questions*
He personally would hesitate to assert categorically that there was no room for 
improvement in the Organization is administrative and financial procedures, and would 
be ready to accord to any properly constituted and duly qualified body the opportunity 
to examine them. Indeed, he had enough confidence in WHO to believe that such a body 

would learn at least as much as it would teach» He suggested that the Board might
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adopt a resolution thanking the Advisory Committee for its past assistance and advice 

and cordially inviting the Committee, at its own convenience, to make a more thorough 
review of WHO budgetary procedures and related matters*

Regarding Mr Bradyts question and Mr Siegel<s answer, it was his own understanding 
that the Health Assembly had already decided not to establish a budget working group 
and that the allocation of priorities to projects had already been studied, so that 
points (a) and (c) were actually disposed of*

Mr SIEGEL said it was true that the Eighth World Health Assembly had decided not 

to establish a budget working group, but that decision had related only to the session 
at which it had been taken. It was also true that the question of priorities had 

been considered in the study made by the Board at its twenty-first session, but no 
final conclusions had been drawn. Both questions must therefore be considered as 
remaining open, and he believed that the Thirteenth World Health Assembly would 

require full comments on them from the Board. As he had already said} definitive 
action had been postponed pending full information to enable the Assembly to decide 
on point (b)*

Mr BRADY said he wished only to request that any draft resolution containing 

proposals that would constitute a definitive settlement of any of the three points at 
issue should be submitted in time to enable members of the Board to consider all the 

implications before a vote was taken»

The CHAIRMAN suggested that three or four members of the Board be selected to 

assist the Rapporteur in drafting a resolution expressing the feeling of the Board; 

for3 except for differences of emphasis, there seemed to be general agreement.



EB25/Min/7
page 15

Dr van Zile HYDE thought that more remained to be done than simply draft a 
resolution in the light of the explanations given by the Secretariat. The Board 

had to decide important points of principle on the three parts of the proposal. 3h 

view of the complexity of the history of the question and the voluminous background 
documentation, he felt a working party should be appointed to carry out a more 

thorough examination and report back to the Board with its suggestions.

The CHAIRMAN said he did not see much difference between his own proposal to 
appoint a small group to assist the Rapporteur and Dr Hyde 1 s proposal to set up a 
working party. However, he felt that the Board must first answer in principle the 

three questions at issue* The first of those questions was the one mentioned by 
Dr van Zile Hyde, namely, whether to recommend to the Health Assembly the establishment 
of a budget working group* Putting the question to a vote by show of hands, he 

noted no votes in favour of such a recommendation, one against, and a number of 
abstentions.

Dr van Zile HYDE, raising a point of order, pointed out that he had proposed 

the appointment of a working party to clarify the substance of tbs question. He had 
thought that the Chairman would ask the Board to decide for or against the appointment 
of such a working party before requiring it to vote on the question of substance. 

Actually, the result of the vote just taken seemed to bear out his view that the 
Board did not yet fully understand the issues and was not really ready to express an 

opinion until they were clarified.

Dr MUNOZ agreed with Dr Hyde*



Dr CH/ITTÏ said he was sure that all members of the Board were interested in the 
item under discussion and that therefore any working party appointed should not have 
fewer than eighteen members* Why, then, should the Board not continue the discussion 
as if it were the proposed working party?

The CHaIRM/IN said he had thought that the Board was in tacit agreement with his 

proposal to appoint a group to draft a resolution. He had also thought that a vote 
on the question of substance must first be taken for the guidance of the drafting 

group, since, like Dr Chatty, he did not think that any limited group could take a 

decision on behalf of the Board as a whole. It now appeared that some members wished 
for a more thorough examination of the question before a decision was taken, and in 

that regard he thought that Dr Chatty, like himself, would have no objection to 
entrusting such an examination to a working party, on the understanding that the Board 
would still be free to discuss the matter fully after the working party had clarified 

any obscure points.
He asked if there were any objections to disregarding the vote that had just been 

taken and, seeing none, noted that the rule requiring a two-.thirds majority for 

reversing a decision taken could be considered as complied with.
He suggested that the proposed working party should consist of Dr Chatty,

Dr van Zile Hyde, Mr Brady, Dr Muñoz, Professor Etemadian and Dr Buu-Kinh,

It was so agreed.

EB25/Min/7
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Dr van Zile HYDE asked if it would be possible for the Secretariat to draft 
for the use of the working group a document containing relevant excerpts from the 
volumes of the Official Records mentioned during the discussion, as they were not 
readily available.

Mr SIEGEL replied that, as the working party consisted of only six members, it 

would be simpler to provide copies of the Official Records. It would be difficult 
to extract from the imnexes what was most pertinent, since the material which had been 
printed was all considered pertinent,

3. REPORT ON THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE AMERICÁS/XI
MEETING OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РАНО} Item 8.2 of the Agenda
(Document ЕВ25/Ю)

Dr HORWITZ, Regional Director for the Americas, said that the eleventh session 
of the Regional Cianmittee/Directing Council of РАНО (held in Washington from 
21 to 30 September 1959) had been attended by representatives of twenty-one countries 
as well as of the Organization of American States, FAO and UNICEF and seventeen 
non-governmental organizations. The Government of Canada had sent an observer,

№  Siegel had represented the Director-General. Fifteen plenary meetings had been 

held, including one honouring the former Regional Director, Dr Soper, in accordance 
with the resolution of the XV Pan American Sanitary Conference. Thirty-three 

resolutions were adopted.
The Regional Committee had discussed various technical matters arising out of the 

report of the Regional Director, had given careful consideration to the financial 

situation of PASB, and had examined some points arising out of resolutions of the
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Twelfth World Health Assembly, It had then discussed the progress of the 250 
projects (168 country, 70 inter-country and 12 inter-regional) in operation during 
1958. In that connexion it had been noted that the rapid population growth in the 

Region was constantly widening the gap between needs and resources, and that WHO 
must endeavour to adapt its policies and programmes to the consequent emphasis 
placed by governments on promoting general economic development.

The 25O projects were in four main fields of action, the first of which was 
assistance to governments for the integration of local and improving of national 

health services. During 1958 and 1959 such projects had been in operation in 
fifteen of the twenty countries of Latin America (he referred particularly to the 
five-year plan being carried out in Paraguay and Honduras). Progress in Colombia 

and in other countries should also be mentioned. In Cuba, a consultant of the 
Organization had prepared a programme for reorganization of the health services and 
to start a pilot programme in Pina del Rio. Educational activities played an 

important part in all projects for the improvement of public health services, 452 
health workers of various categories having attended training courses in nine countries 

during I958, Emphasis was also laid, in view of the conditions prevailing in the 
Region, on maternal and child health, rural sanitation and communicable disease 

control.
The Regional Committee had given particular attention to environmental 

sanitation, the subject of resolution XVI, reproduced on pages 36-38 of the Regional 

Committee's report (document EB25/10). It was roughly estimated that the water 
available to 100 000 000 people in the Region was inadequate either in quantity, or 
in quality, or in both. That had important implications not only for health but



also for general economic development» The technical discussions during the session 

had been devoted to the topic of "Technical; financial; legal and administrative 
aspects of water supply in the urban environment in the Americas". Stress had been 
laid on the educational aspect of the problem: convincing the public of the need to 

provide the necessary funds and governments of the need to plan at the national level* 
He quoted sub-paragraph (10) of resolution XVIг "To request that international and 

national financial institutions accord high priority to requests for loans to carry 
out water supply programs, since water is essential in the life of man and fundamental 
to the economic development of nations o’* In connexion with paragraph (4) of the 

same resolution, the United States Surgeon-General, Dr Burney, had announced to the 
Regional Committee that his government was contributing 0 200 000 to the special 
account for the community water supply programme»

The second main field of activity was education and training» Assistance had 
continued in the field of medical education, with emphasis on preventive medicine, 

basic sciences and pediatrics, A total of 116 fellowships had been awarded for 
studies at the public health schools of Sao Paulo; Mexico City and Santiago» In 
Venezuela and Colombia advisory services had been provided in improving the teaching 

of public health, and to Argentina in establishing a schoolo During 1959 a seminar 
on the analysis of the teaching of public health for the schools of Latin America 
had been held in Mexico, and a seminar on the teaching of public health at schools 

of veterinary medicine had been held in Kansas City0 Assistance had also been 
given to Brazil in organizing a seminar on infantile diarrhoeas for the north-east 

area of the country, and to the University of El Valle, Cali, Colombia, in organizing 
a seminar on the teaching of internal medicine, with particular reference to the 
introduction into the entire syllabus of the concepts of preventive medicine.

EB25/Min/7
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With regard to fellowships, in 1958, 560 had been awarded, out of which 203 
were for the malaria eradication programme. In addition, programmes of studies for 

144 fellows coming from other regions were arranged. Up to September in 1959, 361 
fellowships had already been awarded.

In the third main field, that of communicable diseases, the Regional Committee 

had naturally paid particular attention to malaria eradication. Up to mid-1959, the 
position was that in five countries and four territories spraying operations had been 
proceeding according to plan, but better evaluation methods were required. In two 

of those territories the surveillance stage had already been reached. In nine 
countries and two territories spraying had to be continued longer than originally 

planned, particularly in Central America where problems of insecticide resistance and 
of extra-domiciliary transmission had arisen* In British Guiana, Trinidad, Tobago 
and a few parts of Venezuela the particular epidemiological conditions prevailing 

made a programme of treatment necessary for complete eradication. Two recently 
launched programmes, in Argentina and Brazil, had begun satisfactorily, and a survey 
had been carried out during 1959 preparatory to launching a programme in Cuba, In 

Haiti operations had been suspended for financial reasons but it was hoped that they 
would start again during I960. Throughout the Region, the assistance of the United 

States International Co-operation Administration and of UNICEF had been of great value, 

and co-ordination with WHO had been very effective.
The Regional Office had recently organized with the Government of Brazil a 

seminar on evaluation techniques in malaria eradication. In addition, twelve 
training courses had been held (at centres in Venezuela, Mexico, Sao Paulo and 

Jamaica) attended by 291 malaria workers, 82 of them from other regions*



Before leaving the subject of malaria eradication, he called the attention of 
the Board to resolution XXXII of the Regional Committee (reproduced on pages 49-50 
of its report) on a register of areas where malaria is eradicated. In that 

connexion, the Government of Venezuela, with the assistance of a group of WHO 
experts, had carried out an evaluation of their eradication programme during the 

past year, and the report, which he believed was now ready, indicated that, apart 
from the small areas he had mentioned, malaria had disappeared from the country.

On page 9 of the report it was stated that in the period 1949-1958 no cases of 

smallpox had been reported in seven countries and fifteen other areas, but that 
fifteen countries and other areas had reported a total of 103 491 cases, with 16 000 
deaths* The situation had improved enormously, for in 1958 there had been only 

3600 cases and in 1959 3000. Thanks to the regional vaccination programme, the 
figures would have been even lower if it had not been for epidemic outbreaks in two 

countries. He drew the Board*s attention to resolution XXI (pages 41-42 of the 
Regional Committeets report) on the status of smallpox eradication in the Americas.

The Regional Committee had noted that two additional countries, Guatemala and 

Honduras, had joined the eleven countries and territories already free of the urban 

vector of yellow fever.
Noting tho lateness of the hour, Dr Horwitz suggested that he should continue 

his statement at the next meeting.

It was so agreed.
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The meeting rose at 12.30 P«m.


