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1. ' ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Mr GUTTERIDGE, Chief, Legal Office, Secretary, opening the meeting of the
Legal Sub-Committee on behalf of the Director-General, invited nominations for
the office of Chairman.

Mr CALDERWOQD (United States of America) proposed Mr Gunewardene (Ceylon).

Decision: Mr Gunewardene (Ceylon) was elected. Chairman.

Mr Gunewardene (Ceylon) then took the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN thanked members of the Sub-Committee for the honour they had
conferred on him.

2.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR ’

The CHAIRMAN invited nominations for the office of Vice-Chaiman.

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia), supported by Dr VANNUGLI (Italy), proposed
Mr de Coninck (Belgium).

Decision: Mr de Coninck (Belgium.) was elected Vice-Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN invited nominations for the office of Rapporteur.

Mr AEDEL-BARR (United Arab Republic) proposed Mr Martinez (Federation of
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Malaya).

Decision:

Mr Martinez (Federation of Malaya) was elected Rapporteur.
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Mr КНАЖСНЕТ (Saudi Arabia) congratulated the officers of the Sub-Committee
on their election.
V

3.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The CHAIRMAN said that the agenda of the Sub-Committee comprised a single
item:

3-5 - Amendment to the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly,

Decision: The agenda was adopted,

4.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE WORLD НЕАКГН ASSEMBLY:
Item 3.5 of the Agenda (Resolution EB29,R37j Document A15/AFL/1)

The SECRETARY, introducing the item, said that the bulk of the text of the
amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly which the
Sub-Committee was required to consider was contained in resolution EB29.R37
(Official Records No. 115, pages 23-26),

Those amendments had been prepared by

the Secretariat and transmitted to the Executive Board for its approval.
Following that, it had been found that a number of consequential drafting changes
were necessary and those were set out in document Al5/AFl/l.
While many of the amendments were simple editorial changes to improve
drafting, the proposed amendments to Rules 20, 26, 52, 60, 62, 70 and 71 were
changes of substaice and intended to confirm the practice of the World Health
Assembly in dealing with problems which had arisen in the past.

Those changes

were in part based on the rules of procedure in force in other international
organizations.
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Unless it were to consider a general discussion necessary, the Sub-Committee
might wish to consider those amendments rule by rule.

The CHAIRMAN Invited the Sub-Committee to consider in turn the amendments to
the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly as contained in resolution
EB29.R37 and document A15/AFL/1.

Rule 3 to 21(a)

Decision: Amendments to Rules 3 to 21(a) were approved without comment.

Rule 26

Dr VANNUGLI (Italy) doubted the desirability of including among the President's
prerogatives the possibility of limiting the number of times each delegate might
speak on any question]

such an amendment was not in keeping with the traditions

and practice of the Health Assembly where complete freedom of discussion had always
existed.

__ ....

Mr BRISSET (France) first, congratulated the Chairman and other officers on
their election.
He wholeheartedly supported the point made by the delegate of Italy,

The SECRETARY said that that portion of the amendment reproduced the wording
of Rule 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly of the United Nations
dealing with the general powers of the President.
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Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) expressed his appreciation at having been elected
Vice-CháL rman.
He associated himself with the comm it made by the delegate of Italy on the
amendment under consideration.

It was not after all essential for the World

Health Assembly to model its rules exactly on those of the United Nations.

The

existing provisions whereby any delegate could move the closure of the debate
seemed to him adequate to meet any difficulties of that sort which might arise.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the proposed amendment to Rule 26 sought to
give all necessary powers to the President in order to enable him to conduct
orderly meetings.

Since the Health Assembly would only elect a president in

which it had full confidence, the danger of those powers being used arbitrarily
appeared negligible.

It was, of course, for the Sub-Committee to decide what

course it wished to adopt in the matter.

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia) said that, while he appreciated those considera
tions, he felt that the President had. sufficient powers at his disposal for
conducting the p. oceedings without there having to be included iu the rules an
explicit provision for limitation of the number of times each delegate might speak.
Accordingly, he proposed the deletion in the proposed, amendment to Rule 26 of the
words:

"the limitation of the number of times each delegate may speak on any

question".

The SECRETARY said that the last sentence of the proposed amendment to Rule 26,
as amended by the delegate of Saudi Arabia would, in fact, confirm existing
practice in the Health Assembly,
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Mr de CONINCK (Belgium) supported the amendment suggested by the delegate of
Saudi Arabia.

Decision: The amendment to Rule 26, as amended by the deletion of
the words "the limitation of the number of times each delegate may
speak on any question", was approved.

Rules 32(a) to 87

Decision: Rules 32(a) to 87 were approved without comment.

Rule 107

Mr KHANACHET (Saudi Arabia), supported by Mr de CONINCK (Belgium), expressed
the opinion that the proposed amendment to Rule 107 was superfluous and that the
original reference to "the senior officer" should be retained.

The SECRETARY said that the Secretariat had no strong views with regard to
either drafting and. that' the original text was sufficiently clear.

Decisión? It was agreed that Rule 107 should remain in its original
form.

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Sub-Committee would adjourn in order to allow
for the preparation of its report.

The meeting was suspended at 10.35 a.m.
and resumed at 11.55 a.m.
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5.

REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE TO THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION,
FINANCE AND LEGAL MATTERS (Document Al5/L/l)

The CHAIRMAN invited the Sub-Committee to consider the draft report
(document A15/1/1).

The SECRETARY pointed out that the words "or the closure of the list of
speakers" should be added to the English text of revised Rule 26, after the words
"allowed to each speaker" at the end of the final sentence of that rule.

Decision: The draft report was adopted unanimously, subject to the
above-mentioned addition.

The CHAIRMAN announced that the Sub-Committee had now completed its agenda,
but further meetings might be necessary if additional matters were referred to the
Sub-Committee by the General Committee or by the Assembly.

The meeting rose at 12.5 P»m.

