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1. ANNOUNCEMENT

The CHAIRMAN announced that Dr Lopez Herrarte (Guatemala), Chairman of the Committee 

on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, had been recalled to his country and 

that in virtue of Rule J > 0  of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, he was being 

replaced at that meeting of the General Committee by Dr Brady (Ireland), Vice-Chairman 

of the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. Dr Sztachelski 

(Poland), Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Programme and Budget, had also been obliged 

to leave Geneva. The Chairman therefore proposed that the Committee on Nominations 

should meet in the afternoon to designate new officers for these posts.

It was so agreed.

2. PROPOSALS WITH REGARD TO THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON 
TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

The CHAIRMAN read Article 24 of the Constitution and Rule 94 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the Health Assembly governing the procedure applicable to the question.

He pointed out that the General Committee had before it three documents:

(a) a table indicating the geographical distribution of the Executive Board, 

by Region, and giving, with respect to each Region, the number of Member States 

from 1956 to 1962, the number of seats on the Board in i960, 19<5l and 19б2, and 

the theoretical number of seats on the Board, obtained by multiplying the number 

of Member States in the region in 1962 by 0.226 (i.e. the ratio of the number of 

members of the Board to the total number of Member States), together with the 

names of the outgoing members in 1962;
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(b) a regional list of Members of the World Health Organization which are,

or have been, entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board;

(c) a list of the Member States which have been suggested, in conformity

with Rule 93 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.

Dr TCHOUNGUI (Cameroun) stated that Cameroun did not wish to stand as a candidate 

for election.

Dr REFSHAUGE (Australia) asked that Australia also be removed from the list.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the procedure for the submission of the General 

Committee1s proposals be the same as that adopted in previous years.

It was so agreed.

Dr MAJEKODUNMI (Nigeria), referring to the table indicating the geographical 

distribution of the Executive Board by Region, remarked that the distribution as shown 

hardly seemed equitable since the Eastern Mediterranean Region has, at the present time, 

five seats on the Board for a theoretical 3*842 seats, whereas the African Region has 

only three for a theoretical 4.972.

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that if the General Committee considered that 

Africa was insufficiently represented on the Board in the first year when the number of 

its Members had reached 24, the Committee was at liberty to submit proposals for a 

better geographical distribution of seats and could, in fact, add other names to the list 

of countries whose candidature had been proposed.

Dr FARAH (Tunisia) drew attention to the fact that Europe had seven seats for a 

theoretical 6 .328; he felt that it was difficult to keep strictly to a percentage;
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the General Committee should confine itself to establishing a list which would 

ensure equitable distribution of the seats on the Board. It was not for the 

Committee to fix the criteria of that distribution.

Dr ANDRIAMASY (Madagascar) agreed with the views of the delegate of Nigeria 

and expressed the hope that the Fifteenth World Health Assembly would repair the 

injustice which had been committed by the Fourteenth Health Assembly.

Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) associated himself with the remarks of the delegates 

of Nigeria and Madagascar. He drew attention to the fact that for the same theoretical 

number of seats (4.972), the Region of the Americas had at the present time five seats, 

whereas Africa had only three.

Dr AFRIDI (Pakistan) pointed out that it was for the Assembly to decide in the last 

resort in regard to the distribution of seats on the Executive Board.

Mr SAITO (Japan) emphasized that the figures given in the table before the Committee 

had no more than an indicative value and that they should be used only as a guide for 

the General Committee in its work.

Dr Esther Ammundsen (Denmark) and Mr Saito (Japan) were invited to act as tellers.

A preliminary vote was taken by secret ballot.

The General Committee then proceeded to vote by secret ballot for the purpose of 

establishing a list of 12 Members to be transmitted to the Health Assembly. The 

following countries were designated: Canada, Ceylon, Colombia, France, Haiti, Madagascar 

Tunisia, Sierre Leone, Iran, Norway, Mali, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
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Dr MAJEKODUNMI (Nigeria) earnestly requested the General Committee to bear in mind 

the need for equitable geographical distribution of the seats on the Executive Board 

when it established the list of eight Members to be recommended to the Health Assembly 

for election.

Another secret ballot was held to establish a list of the eight Members which, in 

the Committee's opinion, would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board 

as a whole. The results of the voting were as follows: Canada, Ceylon, Prance, Haiti, 

Madagascar, Colombia, Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

The CHAIRMAN read the draft report of the Committee containing its recommendations 

concerning the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the 

Executive Board.

Dr MAJEKODUNMI (Nigeria) declared that in his view the proposals of the General 

Committee did not provide for a balanced distribution of the seats on the Executive 

Board.

If the Assembly approved the Committee's proposals there would still be five member 

of the Executive Board from the Eastern Mediterranean Region as against three only from 

the African Region. The delegation of Nigeria wished to put on record its formal 

opposition to the proposals.

Dr TCHOUNGUI (Cameroun) and Dr LAMBIN (Upper Volta) associated themselves with 

the observations of the delegate of Nigeria.

The report of the General Committee was adopted.
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3.. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The Committee fixed the programme of the meetings to be held in the afternoon.

The meeting rose at 2.30 p.m.


