
W O R L D H E A L T H 

ORGANIZATION 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Twenty-fifth Session 

Provisional agenda item 2>10 

PROCEDURE FOR THE REVIEW BY THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OP EXPERT CO顺ITTEES, REPORTS 

I. During the twenty-fourth session of the Executive Board, a matter of general 

issue was raised concerning the examination by the Board of Expert Committees' 

reports. Some members of the Board pointed out that the existing regulations were 

giving the Board a responsibility which became more and more difficult to assume# 

Expert Coironittees
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 reports, becoming more specialized and more numerous as a con-

sequence of the growth of the Organization, those members felt that there was some 

need for reconciliation between the very technical nature of many of these reports 

on the one hand, and, on the other hand, the functions that the Board had to fulfil 

in this respect, i.e. to consider these reports with a view to authorizing their 

publications. 

Following the debate on this matter, in the course of which the wish was 

expressed that the procedure now in force be simplified and adapted to the present 

•ircumstances and experience of the Organization as a whole and of its Secretariat, 

the Chairman observed that there appeared to be general agreement on the need to 

review the existing procedure at the twenty-fifth session of the Board, for which 

review a document would be prepared by the Director-General. 

II. The regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees appear in Basic 

Documents
#
 10th ed., pp. 96 and 97• The relevant points of the section No. 10, 

"Reports on Sessions of Committees" are reproduced hereunder for ready reference: 

"10.4 The committee's report shall be submitted by the Director-General * 
to the Executive Board for appropriate action. 
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10.5 Nevertheless, the Direôtor-General may communicate the report directly 
to the Health Assembly, if, in his opinien, it contains information or advice 
urgently required by that body. 
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10*6 If in case of urgency the Director-General takes action upon the 
report prior to its submission to th兮 Executive Board or to the Health 
Assembly, he shall report upon such action to the Executive Board and to 
the Health Assembly at their next session. 

10.7 The Executive Board shall (a) consider and take appropriate 
action in regard to recommendations to the Organization； and, (b) 
within its discretion^ authorize publication of the report. 

10.7*1 The text of a report of the committee may not be modified 
without the consent of the committee by which it was drawn up. 

10.7*2 The Executive Board may direct to the attention of the chairman 
of an expert committee any statement of opinion in its report that the 
Board may consider prejudicial to the best interests of the Organization 
or any Member State. The chairman may, at his discretion, delete suoh 
statement from the report， with or without communicating with members 
of the expert committee or, after obtaining their written approval, may-
modify the statement.
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III. An attempt to simplify the existing procedure can be envisaged in two 

different ways: 

(a) The Executive Board would continue to be responsible for authorizing publication 

of the reports. In this case, the Director-General could be requested, in submitting 

each Expert Committee report, to draw the attention of the Board, in a covering page, 

on those features of the report that would or might have a bearing upon the technical 

concepts underlying the policy of the Organization in the field dealt with in the 、 

report• 

(b) Alternatively, the Executive Board might think it appropriate^ in view of the 

experience gained during the eleven years of existence of the Organization, to 

delegate the responsibility for authorizing the publication of Expert Committees' 

reports to the Director-General. “ Under such a procedure the Director-General would 

submit to each session of the Board a document giving the following information: 

- the number and titles of Expert Committees held since the previous session 

of the Board; 

• the number and titles of reports, the publication of which the Director-

General has authorized since the previous session of the Board; 
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- f o r each of the reports the publication of which has been authorized, brief 

observations on the main features or recommendations of the report. 

Such a document could be accompanied by the texts of the Expert Committees' 

reports on which the Director-General would have taken action^ 
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Such a procedure wauld not prevent the Direct办r-Genôral, a t his discretion, 

consulting the Executive Board before authorizing the publication of a particular 

Expert Committee report, when he would deem it appropriate to have the guidance of 

the Executive Board. 

Depending on the decision of the Board on the procedure it would wish to 

establish, an item would be inserted in the provisional agenda of the thirteenth 

World Health Assembly and a document prepared in order for that Assembly to amend 

accordingly the pertinent sections of the regulations quoted under II above. 


