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HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION
Progress Report by the Director-General

1.

The developments which have taken place between the time of the Fourteenth

World Health Assembly and the twenty-ninth session of the Executive Board regarding
the construction of the headquarters building were reported to the Executive Board
1
2
at its twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth sessions.
In accordance with the request
3
in resolution WHA14.9 of the Fourteenth World Health Assembly that the DirectorGeneral report further to the Fifteenth World Health Assembly, this document brings
up to date the information contained in the reports of the two sessions of the
Executive Board.
Tendering and award of contracts
2.

Tenders for the first section of the work were opened on 5 February as foreseen,

in the presence of the consulting engineers and a considerable public.

One tender

was received for the entire first section of the work, II for the foundations and
structure, _9 for all or parts of the electrical and telephone installation, 5. for
heating and air-conditioning,
installations.

for all or part of the lifts and one for the sanitary

All tenders received were referred to the consulting engineers for

study and recommendation.
3.

The contract for the foundations and structure was awarded on 20 April to the

"Compagnie française générale d'entreprises".

The company is to begin its work

within the next few days.

1 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org. 112, Annex 10, p. 43
2 Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Or g . 115, Annex 16, pp 106-108
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions, 6th ed., p. 356
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4.

The following additional awards have also been made:
Schindler, S.A., Geneve

Lifts
(a)

Electrical work

Saunier Duval & Clemençon, Paris
(main electrical work)

(b)... Téléphonie S.A., Genève
..... (telephone)..
(с)

Siemens Schuckert Werk AG, Erlangen
(auxiliary generator)

Heating and air-conditioning
5.

Kerby Saunders, New York

The single tender received for the sanitary installations was considered too

high and rejected.

New tenders were invited and these were opened on 17 April.

Seven firms submitted tenders and these are presently being studied by the
consulting engineers.
Access roads

6.

Construction of the first of the access roads began in January 1962 and is

presently nearing completion in its provisional form to serve as access to the
construction site,
Gifts from governments
7.

On 9 February 1962 the Director-General addressed a circular letter

(C.L.3,1962) to all Member States inviting their attention to the provisions of
resolution WHA13. ^б'1' regarding contributions to the Building Fund of gi5ts of
furnishings.

7.1

The status report as at 30 April 1962 of the replies received is:

Contributions in kind
Mauritania has offered to furnish a lounge;

drapes for one room;

Cyprus has offered flooring and

and the Netherlands a contribution to the interior decoration

to the value of 25 000 Dutch guilders (US$

6900 ).

Several other states have made

inquiries about the kinds of gifts desired.

^ Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions,

6 th

ed., p. 355

AI5/AFL/13
page 3

7.2

Contributions in cash:
Chana, 1000 Ghana pounds (US$ 2.800 )
Jordan, 500 Jordan dinars (US$ 1400)

Designation of architect
8.

On 25 January, during the twenty-ninth session of the Executive Board,

the Director-General was informed of the sudden death of Professor Tschumi, the
architect of the building.

In informing the Board of this sad news, the

Director-General declared his intention to proceed, nevertheless, without
delay with the project according to the plans prepared by Professor Tschumi.
9.

On 3 March the Director-General presented to the Building Committee of the

Board his proposal of an architect to succeed Professor Tschumi.

The Building

Committee approved the choice of M. Pierre Bonnard of Lausanne (who had been,
on some other projects, an associate of Frofessor Tschumi) to carry forward to
completion the plans drawn by Professor Tschumi.
responsibilities on 5 March.

M. Bonnard assumed his

