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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
The Standing Committee on Non-governmental Organizations met en "Wednesday,
27 January, at 4.15 p.m., and on Friday, 29 January, at 2.30 p.m.
The following menbere were ppesontt
Professor N . Etemadian (alternate to Dr A . H . Radji)
Dr A . Habernoll
Dr H . van Zile Hyde
Dr L . Molitor
Dr Le-Cuu-Truong
Professor N . Etemadian was unanimously eleeted Chairman,
The Standing Committee considered, the applications submitted by eight nongovernmental organizations on the basis of the questionnaires completed by these
1

organizations and in the light of the criteria laid down in part I of the
"Working Principles governing the Admission of�Non-goveramental Organizations into
о
Relations with Ш0» as adopted by the Third World Health Assembly (resolution
WHA.3.113) and interpreted by the Sixth VJorld Health Assembly (resolution УНАб,Л9).
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In conclusion of this study, the Standing Committee was satisfied that ttie
following organizations!
International Society of Cardiology
World Federation of Neurology
International Federation of Surgical Colleges
met the criteria referred to above and decided, therefore, to recommend to the Executive
Board the adoption of the following resolution�
"The Executive Board,
Having examined the report of the Standing Committee on Non-governmental
Organizations，
DECIDES to establish official relations ra.th the following organisations, on
the basis of the criteria laid down in the "Working Principles governing the
11

admission of Mon-governmental Organizations into relations with WHO �
International Society of Cardiology
World Federation of Neurology
International Federation of Surgical Collegeg«

,f

The Standing Committee also considered applications submitted by H v � otii#r nongovernmental organizations and reached the following conclusionsi
International College of Surgeons
The Committee recalled that the Executive Board at its Eighth Session ixk June 1951，
decided not to establish official relations with this organization, because •the
membership of the International College of Surgeons does not represent national colleges
of surgeons, but only individual surgeons, and therefore cannot � e a k with a sufficiently
representative voice"•
The Committee, after consideration of the replies contained in the questionnaire
submitted again by the International College of Surgeons, came to the conclusion that
1

the justification of tho Board s decision in 1951 was still app2yir)g and that thero was
therefore no reason to recórnmend the Executive Board to change its previous decisioru
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World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
Tho Coinmitteer while recognizing the broad international scope of this
organization f noted that it had been created for purposes other than medical and
health work, and that its interests in health activitios were only peripherals
The Committee therefore agreed that, in the light of the criteria for the admission
of non-governmental organizations into official relations, it was not possible to
recommend th© acceptaioce of the application•
International Society of Bioclimatology and Biometeorology
The Committee, while recognizing the scientific standing and qualifications
of this organization, noted that it had been established recently.

The Committee

was therefore of the opinion that it would be premature to recommend the acceptance
of the application at this stag© ; and that consideration of the application should
be postponed until the applying organization has had time to consolidate its position
and shown what sort of co-operation it could bring to the World Health Organization.
�nternational Union Against Alcoholism
The Committee, recalling that the Executive Board, at its sixth session in
June I95O^ had recognized the evolution of this organization into a more scientific
body and decided to postpone consideration of the application, vas of the opinion
thaty without prejudice to the useful working relations that would certainly continue
to exist between this organization and WHO, the International Union Against Alcoholism
was not yet paying sufficient attention to scientific matters to justify the establishment of official relations with � H O .

The Committee 7 therefore, noting that the problem

of alcoholism was being increasingly recognized as a medical and scientific one and was
gradually being approached, in that way, concluded that f without questioning the value
of this organization in its own field, it was not able to recommend the acceptance of
the application and that it was preferable to await the creation of a genuinely
scientific international organization in the field of alcoholism.
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International Federation of Medical Student Associations
The Committee recalled that the Executive Board at its fifteenth session in
February 1955 decided not to establish official relations with this organization
"as it is possible to maintain working arrangements with it through the World
Medical Association^ with which it is affiliated".

The Committee noted that the

World Medical Association had indicated that it was ready to consider any suggestion
which would facilitate contacts between the applying organization and WHO to an
even greater extent than so far.

The Committee therefore agreed that there was

no reason to recommend the Executive Board to change its previous decision.

