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TERMS OF REFERENCE 
OF THE UWICEF/iHO JOINT COMITTSE ON HEALTH POLICY 

1. At the eleventh session of the UNICEF/lfflO Joint Committee on Health Policy held 

at the Headquarters of the World Health Organization on 22 October 1958, a question 

was raised concerning the purpose of the JCHP meetings. Some rasnibers expressed the 

wish that the committee might be more concerned with general lines of programming. 

After discussion it was recommended that the terms of reference of the Joint Coimnittee 

on Health Policy be re-examined, in the first instance, as between the two adininistra-

tions. 

2. The two administrations have held consultations, on the basis of which they had 

agreed to propose for the consideration of the UNICEF/iHO Joint Coimnittee on Health 

Policy the following provisional revision of the terms cf reference of the Committee: 

(1) to review from time to time the overall needs cf mothers and children 

in the health field and to recommend to the UNICEF Executive Board the types of 

health programmes having as their objectives the improvement of the health 

of mothers and children vihich could appropriately receive UNICEF support； 

(2) to receive and review progress and assessment reports on different 

types of jointly-assisted health activities and to reconmiend to the UNICEF 

Executive Board any reorientation cf health activities that may be necessary; 

(3) to consider any other matters of joint interest to "WHO and UNICEF which 

the Executive Board or the Secretariat of the two organizations may refer to 

this Committee； 

(4) to report to UNICEF and WHO Executive Boards on the foregoing matters. 

3. These provisional terms of reference were submitted in a preliminary report 

by the Director-General of Ш0 to the WHO Executive Board at its twenty-fourth seesion
# 

The Executive Board having considered this preliminary report of the Director-General 

on the terms of reference of the UiUCEF/líHO JCHP, noted the report 

1 Off. Roc, Wld Hlth Org. 2i> 7. (ЕВ2Д>Е19). 
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These provisional terms of reference were submitted by the Executive Director, 

UNICEF, to the UNICEF Executive Board at its .session in September 1959 in a preliminaiy 

report (document E/lCEF/k^ 761 ) • The Executive Board of UNICEF considered that the 

•proposed terms of reference reflected the present functions of the Committee and there 

was general agreement that the terms of reference might be supported by the UNICEF 

representatives on the Committee• It was proposed that an addition be made to the 

proposed terms of reference^ namely, that when considering matters of general interest 

to WHO and UNICEF， which the Executive Boards or Secretariats of the Organizations 

might refer to it, the JCHP should feel free "when appropriate to recoranend subsequent 

action to the two Boards". One representative was unable to support this addition since, 

in his view, the Committee had been formed to advise UNICEF on technical matters and 

it was not its function to make re commendations to "WHO. 

5% Daring the twelfth session of the U N I G E F / W H O Joint Committee on Health Policy, 

the Committee considered the terms of reference which had been agreed to by the two 

administrations in consultation. An amendment was proposed to the effect that after 

the word "Committee" in paragraph 3 of the proposed terms of reference (given in para-

graph 2 of this document) the words "when appropriate to recoranend subsequent action to 

the two Boards" be added• The discussion that followed in the coinmittee made it quite 

çlear that the Joint Committee's role was not to make recommendations to WHO on technical 

matters, but, when appropriate, on other matters. An amendment was then proposed which 

reflected this understanding and
}
 being acceptable to all, was adopted, the original 

amendment having been withdrawn by the proposer. This modified the proposed paragraph 

3 in the sense given below in the adopted version of the terms of reference. 

The Joint Committee on Health Policy then adopted the following as its terms of 

reference: 

(1) to review from time to time the overall needs of mothers and children in the 

health field and to recommend to the UNICEF Executive Board the types of health 

programmes having as their objectives the improvement of the health of mothers 

and children which could appropriately receive UNICEF supportj 

(2) to receive and review progress and assessment reports on different types of 

jointly-assisted health activities and to recommend to the UNICEF Executive Board 

any reorientation of health activities that may be necessary; 

(3) to consider any other matters of joint interest to WHO and UNICEF which 

the Executive Board or the Secretariat of the two organizations may refer to this 

Committee, and to recommend subsequent action to UNICEF and, tóien appropriate, on 

non-technical matters to the World Health Organization。 
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(4) to report to UNICEF and WHO Executive Boards on the foregoing 

matters. 

6. These terms of reference adopted by the UNICEF/toîO Joint Committee on Health 

Policy are being submitted to the Board at this session for its approval. They 

will be submitted by UNICEF to their Executive Board at its next neeting in March I960. 


